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THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 


FBO^J  MOLLY  RANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 

I»  THB  Oak  Room,  thb  "White  Lion," 

CoBHAM,  Surrey,  Novembtr  la. 

Deaf  Shiny-headed  Angel, 

I  hope  vou  won't  mind,  but  IVe  changed  all 
my  plans,  ive  bought  an  automobile,  or  a  motor- 
car, as  they  call  it  over  here;  and  while  I'm  writing 
to  you,  Aunt  Mary  is  having  nervous  prostration  on 
a  sofa  m  a  corner  at  least  a  hundred  years  old— I 
mean  the  sofa,  not  the  corner,  which  is  a  good  deal 
more.     But  perhaps  I'd  better  explain. 

Well,  to  begin  with,  some  people  we  met  on  the 
steamer  (they  were  an  archdeacon,  with  charming 
suk  legs,  and  an  archdeaconess  who  snubbed  us  till 
It  leaked  out  through  Aunt  Mary  that  you  were 
the  Chauncey  Randolph)  said  if  we  wanted  to  see  a 
thoroughly  characteristic  English  village,  we  ou-ht 
to  run  out  to  Cobham  ;  and  we  ran— to-day. 

Aunt  Mary  had  one  of  her  presentiments  against 
the  expedition,  so  I  was  sure  it  would  turn  out  nice. 
When  we  drove  up  to  this  lovely  old  red-brick  hotel 
in  a  thing  they  call  a  fly  because  it  crawls,  there  were 


il 
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several  automobiles  starting  off,  and  I  can  tell  you  I 
felt  small_,ust  as  if  I  were  Miss  Noah  getting  out 
the  ark.     (Were  there  any  Miss  Noahs,  b/the  wa^? 
One  o.   the  automobiles  was  different  from  any 

d  gmfied.  hke  a  chanot.  and  looked  over  the  heads 
of  the  others   as   the  archdeaconess  used   to  look 
over  mme  fU  she  heard  whose  daughter  I  was     A 
ckaufeur  was  s.ttin<.  on  the  front  seat,  and  a  gorgeous 
man  had  jumped  aown  and  was  giving  him  direc 
t.ons.     He  wasn't  looking  my  way.  so  I  seized  the 
opportunity  to  snapshot  him,  as  a  souvenir  of  English 
scenery;  but  that  tactless  Kodak  of  mine  gave  the 
loudest  "chck"  you  ever  heard,  and  he  tufnid  his 
head  m  time  to  suspect  what  had  been  happening     I 
swept  past  with  my  most  "haughty  Lady  Gwen 
.'?..'"'■   *^"''"^  '°  Aunt    Miry,   and   hoped 
shouldn't  see  him  again.     But  we>dh;rdly  got  seated 
for  lunch  ma  beautiful  old  room,  panelled  from  Tor 
o  ceihng  w.th  ancient  oak.  when  he  came  marchl 
n  and  Aunt  Mary,  who  has  a  sneaking  weakness  fo! 
titles  (I  suppose  .fs  the  effect  of  the  English  climate) 
murmured  that  lAere  was  her  ideal  of  a  duke 

The  Gorgeous  Man  strolled  up  and  took  a'olace  at 
our  table  He  passed  Aunt  Ma^  some  things  which 
she  d,dn  t  want,  and  then  began  to  throw  out  a  few 
conversational   feelers.      If  you're  a  a.Vt    .Ta  . 

fun  m  England,  its  no  end  oraV^llbrg' Ameri:r 
or  ,f  you  do  anything  that  people  think  qurrth"' 
just  s,gh,  and  say.  "  Poor  creature!  she's  one  of  tE 
mad  Americans,"  and  put  you  down  as  harmkss  I 
dont  know   whether   an   English  girl   woSd  hav^ 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR    3 

talked  or  not.  but  i  did ;  and  he  knew  lots  of  our 
friends,  especially  in  Paris,  and  it  was  easy  to  see 
he  was  a  raving,  tearing  "swell,"  even  if  he  wasn't 
exactly  a  duke.  I  can't  remember  how  it  began 
but  really  it  was  Aunt  Mary  and  not  I  who  chattered 
about  our  trip,  and  how  we  were  abroad  for  the  first 
time  and  were  going  to  "do"  Europe  as  soon  as  we 
had    done    England. 

The  Gorgeous  Man  had  lived  in  France  (he  seems 
to  have  lived  nearly  everywhere,  and  to  know  every- 
body and  everything  worth  knowing),  and,  said  he. 
What  a  pity  we  couldn't  do  our  tour  on  a  motor- 
car. At  that  I  became  flippant,  and  inquired  which 
in  his  orniion,  would  be  more  suitable  as  chauffeur— 
Aunt  Mary  or  I ;  whereupon  he  announced  that  he 
was  not  joking,  but  serious.  We  ought  to  have  a 
motor-car  and  a  chauffeur.  Then  we  might  say,  like 
Monte  Cristo,  "  The  world  is  mine." 

He  went  on  to  tell  of  the  wonderful  journeys  he'd 
made  m  his  car,  "which  we  might  have  noticed  out- 
side. It  seemed  it  was  better  than  any  other  sort 
of  car  in  the  world;  in  fact  there  was  no  other 
exactl),  like  it,  as  it  had  oeen  made  especially  for  him 
Vou  simply  couldn't  break  it,  it  was  so  strong  ■  the 
engine  would  outlast  two  of  any  other  kind;' and 
one  of  the  advantages  was  that  it  had  belts  and  a 
marvellous  arrangement  called  a  "jockey  pulley" 
to  regulate  the  speed:  consequently  it  ran  more 
sweetly  (that  was  the  word  he  used)  than  gear- 
driven  cars,  which,  according  to  him,  jerk,  and  are 
noisy,  break  easily,  and  do  all  sorts  of  disagreeable 
things. 
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o  make  cars  like  that  for  the  pubh'c  "o  I  wouM  h    " 
to  order  one  SDeciaII„  a„j  •»   '^.  l    ,'  °"'°  ''^^e 

e.^tua.a.p„„et.atio„s%rntlntrSr  '"°'' 

Hetr?X^r;r  hf hr^r?  r-"-  *^- 

stood  him.  The  last  thou^hT  1'""*"'  ""■^""'^^'- 
to  "make  a  dealj"  ot  e^Y  "".f  '^'^  '"^" 
plated  buying  a  car  1^,,=?  '  ^  ''^^"y  <=°"tem. 
kinds  before  lee  d,^!  fif  '.  "^"^  ""'"^  '^'■'^^■■^"' 
had  a  ride  on  a  Irn'onnnK  ,  /'  '^"""^  '  ''^^  "^^er 
only  onel/h^  wouiri^t Hg^o f '  ^^'l-your 
'pin  in  his  car  relighted  to  take  us  a  little 

acceSd;t";  S'^^lo  ^"  'X  *  --'''  ^   '^'^ 

Mao'  for  if  not  to  mike  U, he  th"""'  f  ^'  '^  ^""' 

and  otherwise  couldn't  ItStlyV^S  '  """'  ''^  '^^ 

Anyhow,  we  .eat;  and  it  "w^h':::!,,,.     ,  ^, 
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how  a  bird  feels  now,  only  more  so.  You  know,  Dad. 
how  quickly  I  make  up  my  mind.     I  take  that  from 

ii-rVfr"f  ',".°"'  "P'"  *'"'°"Sh  beautiful  lanes  to  a 
de  ightful  old  inn,  built  like  a  Spanish  posada,  in  a 
V.1  age  called  Ockham,  I'd  had  quite  time  enough  to 
determine  that  I  wanted  the  Duke's  car,  if  it  could 

DC  got 

I  said  so;  he  objected.    You've  no  idea  how  deli- 

U^A  »'.,'"*'  *^"*  ■'•  '°  ''■'^'■'^  ''  ""'g'"  *«ni  that  he 
had  taken  advantage.     I  assured  him  that,  if  any- 

ThSf"  J'"' <=,*' f«»y  «  a  beauty.  You  can  put 
and  books  and  lunch,  and  no  end  of  litUc  things,  in 

Th^fl  V^^  '"''''°"'  ^^  '^  °"'  ''"'I  «ven  under 
fte  floor.  You  never  saw  anything  so  convenient 
He  showed  me  everything,  and  explained  the 
machinery,  but  that  part  I  forgot  as  fast  as  he 
talked,  so  I  can't  tell  you  now  exactly  on  what 
principle  the  engine  works.    When  it  came  to  a  talk 

tlJT,^  ^T^^'  ^^  '"°"''^  "^y  '*°  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  at  least  (that's  five  hundred 
pounds,  isn  t  it?)  for  such  a  splendid  chariot  I  know 
Jimmy  Payne  gave  nearly  twice  as  much  for  the  one 
he  brought  over  to  New  York  last  year,  and  it  wasn't 
half  as  handsome;  but- would  you  believe  it?-the 

rnVTJl.''""%'''^'"  """"■"&  °"«=  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  It  was  a  second-hand  car  now,  he 
insisted  though  he  had  only  had  it  three  months,  and 
he  wouldnt  think  of  charging  more.  I  felt  as  if  I 
were  playing  the  poor  fellow  a  real  Yankee  trick 
when  I  cned  "Done I" 
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uoTo'irr'  °'"^'  *^u"'''  ""y  <=<""'«'«on.  That's  all. 
Z  n^  -^  ^^"'P'  '^^^  *''*'  ^"''«-  *ho  isn't  a  duke 
but  plam  Mr.  Reginald  Cecil- Lanstown  ("plain ''S 
hardlytheword  for  all  that,  does  it  ?)  is  ?o  bnnn> 

of  credit/  H^jy^^T^  '^  ""'''"'ited  l«ter 
speak  French  anraows^l"'^':*'''-^"'''^''-- 
Mao'  and  I  will  do  ^^J?  o^r  So„'"h'  ''""' 
on  an  automobile_my  r^„  if  "„  "f°"  ''*°PP'"e 
when  we  are  ready  to  cror*.  rt  ^  f^  ^^'^' 
to  Newhaven.  ship'^the  c^to  n.V  ''.^"'"  "^"^^ 

I  hope  we  shan't^  ^  m^ch  af  ^H'  S  ''';''  '''* 
except  fro.  a  Ion,  distant  '^Zl^tr'^ 
say  l,~rame  in  particular.  ' 

fraud.  %  the  way  w£i  !.,"°'''u"'  *'"'"'  ''" '^  » 
I'll  send^-t  tol^'u  "S^  ^:  P*^"'"^  "  ^-ve'oped 
daughter's  new  g^.L     He^  ^"^    """.  "^  y°»' 

Your  Sinner, 
*  Moixr. 
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Ca»lto»  Horn,  London, 

Dearest,  ^'^"^'  '♦• 

I've  got  ft;  it's  mine;  bought  and  paid  for. 

Its  so  handsome  that  even  Aunt  Mary  is  mollified. 

(I    didn  t   mean   that   for  a  pun,   but   let   it   pass.) 

Mr  Cecil-Lanstown  has  told  me  everything  I  ought 

to  know  (about  motor^rs,  I  mean),  ind  now,  after 

havmg  tea  with  us,  looking  dukier  than  ever,  he  has 

departed  with  a  roll  of  your  hard^arned  money  in 

his  pocket     It's  lucky  I  met  him  when  I  did,  and 

secured  the  car.  for  he  has  been  called  out  of  England 

on  business,  is  going  to-morrow,  and  seems  not  to 

know  when  he'll  be  able  to  get  back.    But  he  says 

we  may  meet  in  France  when  he  has  his  big  racing 

automobile.  * 

yJs^'Vf^t'^'^^^^  *°  ""y  "«^  t°y  «  Ae  chauffeur. 
Why  "chauffeur,"  by  the  way,  I  wonder?  He  d^n't 
heat  anything.  On  the  contrary,  if  I  understand  the 
matter,  its  apparently  his  duty  to  keep  things  cool 
includmg  his  own  head.  This  one  looks  as  if  he  had 
had  his  head  on  ice  for  years.  He  is  the  gloomiest 
man  I  ever  saw-gives  you  the  feeling  that  he  may 
burst  mto  tears  any  minute ;  but  Mr.  Cecil-Lanstown 
says  he  IS  one  of  the  best  chauffeurs  in  England,  and 
thoroughly  understands  this  particular  make  of  car 
which  IS  German, 

t 
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in^Z^lLT'-''^T"'y-    """''h™  somehow. 

villain  of  the  piece-  and  r  «h^  m^..  ^^  **'  "'^ 

•  death  to  any  Sake'ctti fitt:^o  X  tha^S 

He  hi  enormous  hue  eyes  ht  E.IT""  °'  ''^'"• 
ears  look  something  HkT «  uses  o'^v  ^^\"'^  ^'' 
ness.  I'm  spared  their  being  g^nth^^M^.""'' " 
with  his  complexion,  lulk^t'  v  ^  ^°"^'^"^  «" 
«=icntific  ai.,'but   I'm  IfSdthey  w^^rtr!"" 

whe.  Where  it  S^supXcd  ^To^  t's^ ' 

o;c.o4.  an";-;  totfc?  rttsTSr  "^ 


yesX.''?unrX'^;:i/j-  out  on  it 
doesn't  wish  to  be  the  "vTctta "r  "^  "''' 

Rattray  drove  for  a  Lg  way    but  wr^"'"'"*" 

ttghttwo'Jd'rb^ca'"^''"-     }}''  ''^•^erThan'l 

thinp  at  ol^    You^r  ^"^^'  *°  ^^  "o  "«/ 

four "Lds  ":^th  ^°^  «r\:S'  *"  ""^  *^  o-^ 

WW  ear,  Rattray  says.     When   I 
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Mked  him  if  it  was  different  with  other  ««  he 
d>dn t  seem  to  hear.  Already  Ive  noticed  thlT'h.'! 
subject  to  a  «>rt  of  .pasmodic'iieafneXt  I  t^Jl 
I  must  put  up  with  that,  as  he  is  such  a  fine  n.S7 
One  can't  have  everything.  mecnanic. 

With  your  left  hand  you  have  to  steor  tt,«  -...  v 
rn^ns  of  a  kind  of  ti.iej;  and  ".^1^  ttth^tS^ 
f  h^w  r™  'u**"'*'  "'^*"  ^"^  ">atyou-re  comW 
ought  to  learn  to  do  it  while  steering  with  the  lefTJ 

t^  a  Im  r  ^^"^^  ^P**^"  whenever  you  come 
wh.VK  '  ^!"  *'•'''  •»  **>«  "Jockey.pulL-leveT" 
which  gives  the  right  tension  to  the  belts  fSs 
^'O' important);  the  "  throttle-valve-leveTon  which 

r^"ofV  "^'  '^P  '"'"'  "-''  to  co.nt"oT  the 
•peed  of  the  car;  and  the  brake  which  you  jam  on 

do  w"  rr feft  l"  ?P-  .  !°  there  a«  two  things  Z 
aoma  the  left  hand,  and  four  thines  with  th^  w„t,» 

LmelmrN  ''^  "T  ^'"^^  --' "^  do-  ."t' 
same  time.    No  wonder  I  was  confused  and  got  mv 

TcS  '"''  ^T'  ^'""S  for  a  second  1    Ju,7  tTen 

Now,  don't  be  worried  I     I  wasn't  hurt  ,  k-t         ■ 
we  charged  on  to  the  sideLranS^Jutt^'^in^o"']: 
shop.     It  was  my  fault,  not  a  bit  the  car's.     If  it 
weren't  a  ^^*V,car  it  WOU.C-      :  l^^^LheJ  ^ 
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have  to  pay Ihe  man        ^?  *°«'  "  "«'«•     I  ^a^I 

°f  name  he  m/ght  have  VaS  ITI^  '"'«  «>«  «>« 
""fh'  *"""'»'«''«  h^wTndl'"'  "  "*''  '^"  veo. 

the  p^r:T„„ttrr„s:j:r  ''"'"'^'•*>' '-  *"«* 

«P>«".    Rattray  Mv»X„^         "'  •""«'  '■>  up  for 

»  hired  brougham-TuehJantli""'  f^PP'^^  '" 
/«'"««  that  the  dear  Mn^lu^T."''  ''"'^«t«y 
"tart  to  France  on  the  Jfh.  'i*^  '"^y  ^r  our 
console  myself  for  mv  a-  .    ^^eanwhile,  I  shall 
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about  writing;  But  I  S  1  .  "^  '"'*'  "  '^«'" 
didn't  I?  A^nt  Marytoud  h  ''°"  ''^'=*  ^=''''"- 
threatened  her  with  iL  .  .^  "  '^""="'  ""'x  I 
I  knew  so  well  Sat  she'^  u''  """^^  '^  ^^e  did. 
have  it  Now  ho^lvt  r""  "^'  ^"^  '  *°"'dn't 
truth,  the  whoi;  truTh  and  nothf "!  '°  .'"'  y°"  »''« 
v=^nish.  Indeed,  iere  L  t  '"^'"'  "''  *'-"'''-"° 
anything.  '  '  '""*  "•"<=*>  tarnish  left  on 

Thing7"lt  gone'  thrLgTi^  tri-Tr    "'^  '""^ 
days?     Why,  Dad    I  f^\    "J  ^'^°  °'  '^ree 

mother.    But  I'll  t'     /'?  ^'*. '"°"eh  t°  be  your 
though  it  seem     to^'look  b^fk"  f  ''^  >""^"^' 

•"eraoryof  man,  osaynothSV     "^  '"='"°'-''  ''^"^ 
«*.  where  tr  the  be(rr^r?nf    u  °^"'°'"«"-    Let  me 

and  happy^  Perhao    [  ,^'       '"  ^  ^^  ^"■"  y°""g 
I  ca«  dwril  upon  thTt  w  th  co""  °"^''  '""^  *''«  '"> 

Even  Aunt  Marv  w«  h    ^P*'^*'^*'"''""^^''- 
had  to  rush  oitl7tareVou?i:^po2^.-"5.  "ave 
as  .  u*<l  to  call  it  if  vouVonM  f  P°P'*"=*"=  medicine," 
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gravely  which  were  most  becoming.  Thank  Heaven 
that  I  ve  inherited  your  sense  of  humour !  To  that  I 
have  owed  my  sanity  during  the  last  dies  ir».  (Is 
that  the  way  to  spell  it?)  *■ 

I  wouldn't  have  the  conventional  kind  of  mask 
nor  goggles.  Seeing  Aunt  Mary  i„  her  armour 
saved  me  from  that  I  bought  what  they  call  a 
toilet  mask,  which  women  vainer  than  I  wear  at 
night  to  preserve  their  complexions.  This  was  only 
for  a  last  resort  on  very  dusty  days,  to  be  hidden 
from  sight  by  thick,  grey  tissue,  as  if  I  werea 
modern  Veiled  Prophet 

We  got  dust-grey  cloaks,  waterproof  cloth  on  the 
outs.de,  and  Imed  with  fur.  Aunt  Mary  invested  in 
a  kind  of  patent  helmet,  with  curtains  that  unfurl 
on  the  sides,  to  cover  the  ears;  and  I  found  myse 
so  fetchmg  m  a  hood  that  I  bought  one,  as  well  as  a 
toque,  to  provide  for  a"  weathers.  Then  we  got  a 
fascinating  tea-bask.  ,  .oot-warmers  that  burn  char! 

fit  the  back  of  the  car,  with  tarpaulin  covers  to  take 
on  and  off.  Our  big  luggage  we  planned  to  send  to 
places  where  we  wanted  to  make  a  long  stay  but 
we  would  have  enough  with  us  to  make  us  feelself 
contained  and  independent 

tJLff  '"'^l!  '^'^-^^^^  when  we  started  from 
the  hotel  on  the  morning  of  November  19th  wiS 
our  luggage  strapped  on  behind,  the  foot-warr^^ 
and  tea-basket  on  the  floor,  our  umbrellas  in  a 
hanging-basket  contrivance,  a  fur-lined  waterproof 
rug  over  Aunt  Maiys  knees  and  mine.  I'd  SkTn  „o 
more  lessons  since  that  first  day  I  w«,te  you  a^ut 
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M-y  and  I  tosZ^^Z'^'  '"  '"""'  ^'°-'  Aunt 

-  d- :r  St^;;!,eT:o°L?r'  ^'■^'''-  -  -  ^^-^ 

,^as  to  be  shipped  thit  n,Vht  rr-.^'^^'-^  ^^e  car 
I'ttle  difficulty  in  startW  .h  '  "'  ^^""y  h^d  a 
-  hour  latef  which  "af  LT'  ^"'^  ^=  --«=  half 
good  many  peonJe  weL  "f  '*""&•  especially  as  a 
last,   however  wfsW  '"?  '°  =^^  "^  °ff     A? 

checked  Aunt  ujyt  Z'rJ"\'''''''   ^^^^ 
second  sigh.  ^        ^"^  ""'^'"e  of  her  thirty- 

.■n2rntT;it:,rS°?--  ^Ve  were  out 
The  car.  wh^h  Mr^tnt  ^^  ^"^''''^  ~"""y 
.beyond  all  others  as  a  mLS""  '''  '"''  "^^ 
"s  reputation,  as  I  had  .  T.''^'''  '"^^  Justifying 
-°"'d.  The  air  was  cold  '"f '•'"">'  "P^^'ed  i? 
one  shiver,  our  blood  tiSled.'"''^'^  °^  '"^^ing 
fle>v   along.     You  know     t''  exhilaration  as  we 

MaryisP^Evenlern-ttmol  ''"^  "^'y  A"" 
and  hardly  needed  her  foo  T^  °^  '^^  ^^^'her. 
faid  I  to  myself     It  seemed  .""'■     '"^^'^  ''^  'i^e!" 

known  the  Light  ofXtT  Z^^'  ''^  "-- 
dnven  m  a  motor-car  It  wlc  k*^  "'^  ""'"  I'd 
on  a  perfect  floor  with  a  oerfl!  "'^"  ^^"C'ng 

music;    better    than    eaS    1^'"^ '"^^-Perfecf 

hungry;  better  than  hoSL.  ^°"'^    ^^'"""y 

when  they're  numb  wiJh  coW  b  j^"!  '^"^^  '°  ^  ^^^ 
'^  hot,  dusty  railway  journlv  f""  !''"  ^  '''^'^  ^^er 
Pra.se.  can  I  ?-and  1  i^^J /'"  '  ^iv^  '^  higher 

you  would  be  converted     Oh tv  I  '"■  ,  '  '''""^^^ 
<-"!,  my  a//proplietic  soul  1 
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.r.^^'^'^^"!^'  '*''""^  "P  '  '*"P  •"■"  »t  about  ten  miles 

"S  ^rl":  *"  ^"°'  "'-  "*•-' 

"Only  a  belt  broken,  miss,"  he  returned  gloomily 

Means  twenty  minutes'  delay,  that's  all.  ^Sor^  I 

n,ust  trouble  you  ladies  to  get  up.     New  belts  Tnd 

belNfesteners  under  your  seat     Tools  under  the 

We  Wire  relieved  to  think  it  was  no  worse  and 
remmded  ourselves  that  we  had  much  to  be  trankM 

selves.  There  were  the  tea-basket  and  the  foot 
warmers  to  be  lifted  from  the  floor  and  deposed  on 
Rattray^  vacant  front  seat,  the  big  rug  to  L  got  rid 

«LH"''.h  '°  ^/"'  "P  "'^■'^  the  floor-boafd  w"s 
IS  at"  r  ^^"^  '°  ''""'^  ^''"^  the  cushions  w^re 
pulled  off  the  seat  and  the  lid  of  the  box  rafsed 

frn'°h.f  >  '''  ^'  '/'■"'  '°  ^'""^  ■'  -'^^  part  of  the 
fun;  but  It  was  a  /iitU  depressing  to  hear  Rattrav 

gruntmg  and  grumbling  to  himself  as  he  unstlS 
J»e  luggage,  ho.sted  it  off  the  back  of  the  car  so  that 
he  could  get  at  the  broken  belt  inside,  and  plumpS 
It  down  viciously  on  the  dusty  road  P'"mped 

The  delay  was  nearer  half  an  hour  than  twentv 
mmutes,  and  .t  seemed  extra  long  because  it  wa  a 
stram  entertaining  Aunt  Mary,  to  keep  her  frn,^ 
say^g.  "  told  you  so . "  But  we  haSt  gonet" 
m^es  before  our  little  annoyance  was  forgotten 
That  .s  the  queer  part  about  automobiling.  YouVe 
so  happy  when  all's  going  well  that  you  forgerpa  ? 
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at  aS;-:;  it  rear  '-r-  '^'"•=''  -  ^te 

Then  it  took  half  an  ho„?T^^  Meredith's  house. 
Rattray  looked  as  if  he  were  <,'*"'  ">=  «^  again, 
^atch  him  turning  that  LTdleT^  *°  '""'•    J"^'  to 
as  if  elephants  h!d  walked  IV"  ''""  "'"'^'=  ■""=  f^^' 
trouble  was  that  "the  comtr      ""■    "*=  ^^'''  *« 
and   that  there  was  CkSt"" "".'°°  ^*'°"^-'' 
means.    Just  as  I  was  Zirl^  -whatever  that 
started  off  with  a  7ush    and^  ""  ^°^  '^'^  ^"S'"= 
again  through  the  m„f;         J''  "^^"^  °n  the  way 
About  four  o' lick,  rthemS'^'i:  P^^">'  -""t?^ 
there  was  a  «r-r-r-tch  "  fZ  "^  ^  glorious  spin 

Aunt  Mary  screamed  anH     '''  '^"^^^  *»  °"e  sfde 
broken,"  snarled  Ra«4     ""=  '"°PP«'^  d-d.    "Chai^' 

waSe^^ut'  Srie^s  T'TV^'^'''^'  '^^' 
out  of  the  way  for  Srlv  ?„      f  ^'    *°  '^  bustled 
spare  chains  which  we  Sed  if  L^^^l''^  '°°'^  and 
seats.     I  began  to  think  nlrh;      .?^  ^"^  ""'^^^  °"r 
so  conveniently  arr      edh^T'^'  '"'  ""««'^  -J'-'ite 
but  I'd  have  died  sooner  than    ""^  ''  ^  ''"'^  '"^"^'«d. 
tended  that  this  was  a  can  S       ^  '°~^^^"-     ^  Pre- 
opened  the  tea-blsket  ZT   fP^'^^'^y  ^°'  tea  so 
the  roadside  wht  ni^f '^'.''"'''^  ^  P'«-  b^ 
It  wasn't  ver^cold,  andT'^oofH  r"'"^  '""^  '^"ain'. 
similar  delightful  h^lts  in  . t  '""^^'^  '°  ""any 

^nks  of  th!  brimm  ig  W'Ti'  '';"^*^  ""^  '''^ 
Aunt  Mao..  But  she  only  , aid  ^iIT"'  "  T"*''^  *° 
«3^«i-,'i„ato„emoreS4tL™rJe;£- 
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It  was  at  least  half  an  hour  before  Rattray  had  the 
cha.n  properly  fixed,  and  then  there  wasThe  us„a! 

,f  ^^J".-''"'*'"^-  °""  "^"^  ''-"die  flew  round 
and  struck  h.m  on  the  back  of  the  hand.  He  yS 
k,cked  one  of  the  wheels,  and  went  to  the  gV^sy  de 
of  tte  road  where  in  the  dusk  I  could  dimly  see  him 
hoW,ng  h,s  hand  to  his  mouth  and  rocking  backward™ 

that  I  could  hardly  steady  my  voice  to  ask  if  he  we  e 
much  hurt  "Nearly  broke  my  hand,  thafs  all  mTs' » 
he  growled.  At  last  he  flew  at  the  terrible  hTndl^ 
agam,  managed  to  start  the  motor,  and  we  were  off 

cl7f  "''  %'""  '■"  '  *°""  "'^'^h  R-«-y  said  was 
called  Lewes,  I  noticed  that  the  car  didn^  seem  to 

raZU-^  Tl^^'^^'^  ^'  ""^  °''''  ^^'  shoulder  when 
Lre  I  had  .  r  ^'°  "''^^  ""^  *•>«  '"-"er,  and 
meant  ^i\T",  "'  ^""^^""^  ^^S^eiy  wh;t  he 
r„w  ■!  ^f  ^^  '°''  ^^^  ^^y  '"  Lewes  (it  was 
now  qu.te  dark,  with  no  stars);  anyhow,  we  m^de 
many  wmdmgs,  and  at  last  came  out  into  a  nlSn 

stoce-    tt  Lr     '^     ^'^  "■"'"P^^^   '■"'°  expressive 

the  "lesson  for  the  first  dav"    l^     1      ^,°  ^"'^^^ 

and  I  felt  sadder  as  wJu'asTiseTfo;  i"-'""  '^^^°"- 

Aunt  Mary  went  to  sleep  as  soon  as  we  got  on  the 
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coat  I'd  bought  for  the  car.  We  haH  ,  c  1  j-j 
mg,  and  as  we  came  near  .,;  "^V  ^'^"'^"^  "°^s- 
cliffs  and  a  great^aunr.  7^'  '  "°"'^  ^^«  ^^alk 
into  the  harb'our'  Tl^Tj  °A  *'^  ^'''  '^^^'"S 
when  I  heard  peon  e  chattenn.  P  ""^u  '"  ^  '^''^"' 
matter   of  course   to  f  *"^""&  French  quite  as  a 

J»'^«W,th:rartUdtstdVe"'-/  ""^-^  *'''= 
in  blue  blouses.  It  ,^s  four  ^n  K  "''"'^y  P°««« 
we  landed.     Of  cours?  ,>  u*^  "'°''"'"&  ^''e" 

Dieppe,  but  we  got  ?^'at  a  hotS'  f'''^  ''''°"  ^' 
It  was  lovely  wakinV  uo  r,th  1  ''°'^  *°  ^^^  ^«- 
day  in  France  ,ook!n/« 
bright  water  and  the  ht^  fi°h  I '""'^°^  ^*  'he 
red-brown  sail,  and  JS/f  ^^ '  -["  their 
of  strong  coffee  and  fresh-balced't"^        '"'^  "^"' 

toirtlaftL;t;ioT'':V°;"^'*°  ^''^  '^-b- 

Rattray  and\ie«X-Sn:„'de7l1;  ''"'  ''^' 
actually  greeted  n,e  with  smill  Now  l^  thr^! 
time  he  was  a  comfort     H»  ^j  '"'^  ""' 

the  deposit  demand  d  by  the  cusr^n'"'"^'  ^^'^^ 
got  the  necessary  papers  Then  TT'^°'''^'  ^""^ 
to  the  hotel,  but  as  ifwas  Ih  .  .J""^  ""^  ^'''^ 
that  it  would  be  nL"to"  Lf  o?P™t'lVn°"^'' 
morning,  when  I  hoped  we  could  h  f°"°^'ns 

run.  In  Paris,  of  course  Lnft"  ^'^"^'  "'"'" 
to  stay  for  at'  least  a  wefk  r^,^  '"'  '  -"'^^ 
thoroughly  overhaul  the  car  so  thltTh'"'"'"'"-  '° 
no  "incidents"  on  the  wa^  '''"'"  "'^"'^  '^^ 

rn-e^di;:  Jood-natS  lirc^lr^"^--""^-'^ 
getting  read,  to  start  in  th/stX^roT  th7  hS 
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hotel  porters  ,n  green  baize  aprons  stood  and  stared  • 
some  women  washing  clothes  at  a  trough  in  the 
corner  stopped  their  work;  and  a  lot  of  funny  we^ 
schoo  boys.  w,th  short  cropped  hair  and  black  bl'oZTs 
w.th  leather  belts,  buzzed  round,  gesticulating  and 
trymg  to  explain  the  mechanism  of  the  car  to  each 
other  Rattray  bustled  about  with  an  oil-can  in  h's 
hand,  then  loaded  up  our  luggage,  and  all  was  ^ad" 
W,th  more  d.gn.ty  than  confidence  I  mounted  to  th^ 

turn  of  the  handle,  the  motor  started,  so  contrary  is 
th,s  strange  beast,  the  automobile.     One  day  youTo 

c^mesf  ?r"^'''-T'*''  ^''^  ^"  ''°"^'-  *»>«  "«t  *e  th  ng 
comes  to  l.fe  w.th  a  touch;  and  nobody  can  explain 
why     Bowing  to  madame  and  the  hotel  people  we 

toomg  a  fanfaronade  on  the  horn.    It  was  a  splendid 

The  streets  of  Dieppe  are  made  of  those  horrid 

over  them  w,th  as  much  noise  and  clatter  as  if  we'd 

built  and  heavy-that.  said  Mr.  Cecil  -  Lanstown,  is 
one  of  Its  merits.     It  is  of  oak.  an  inch  thick   and 

rtitts'^fHt  ^''°''''  '''"^  ■■"  ^^^^t 
H^^at  ,t  has  sohd  tyres,  and  not  those  horrid  pneu- 

mat.cs,  which  are  always  bursting  and  puncturing 

and  g,ve  no  end  of  trouble.     "  With  sol  id' tyres  Tou 

are  always  safe,"  said  Mr.  Cecil-Lanstown.     I  can't 

help  thmkmg.  though,  that  on  roads  like  these  of 

D.eppc  U  would  be  soothing  to  have  "  pneus/  L  ^^ 
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call  them.  Jingle,  jingle!  scrunch,  scrunch!  goe,  the 
machmeiy  ms.de,  and  all  the  loose  parts  of  the  car 
It  did  get  on  my  nerves. 

But  soon  we  were  out  of  the  town  and  on  one  of 
the  smoothest  roads  you  ever  saw.  Rattray  said  i 
was  a  -route  nat.onale,"  and  that  they  are  the  best 
roads  m  the  world.     The  car  bounded  along  ^  .7 

"noVt  >'"''"'-*^''"      E-"  Aunt  Mf.y  said 

Now.  ,f  ,t  were  always  like  ihs "     My  spirits 

went  up  up  I  proudly  smiled  and  bowed  to  Se 
peasants  .n  their  bare  orchards  by  the  roadsid^  I 
was  even  mclmed  to  pat  Rattray  on  the  shoulder  of 

stne'thVr  ^"•"'  ™^>'^"--l'fe!  The  sun 
ft  h^^l  I  T  "^"S  '"  °"^  «^^^-  'he  car  ran  as  if 
>t  had  the  strength  of  a  giant.  I  felt  as  independent 
as  a  gpsy  ,n  his  cavavan,  only  we  were  travelling  at 
many  t.mes  h.s  speed.   The  country  seemed  to  unfold 

adveitu're'  '"°""'"    ""*  ^^'  ''"^  '  '°°''«*  '"  »" 

We  skimmed  through  a  delicious  green  country 

given  up  to  enormous  orchards  which,  Aunt  Marv 

read  out  of  a  guide-book,  yield  the  famous  dZl 

i^r  u  '  ''°"^''  °'  '""^  '"-'y  P'"''  dress  tht 
land  would  wear  by-and-by,  and  then  suddenly  we 
came  out  from  a  small  road  on  to  a  broad,  winding 
one  and  there  was  a  wide  view  over  waving  country 
w.^  a  wh,te  town  like  a  butterfly  that  had  flutter^' 
nto  a  birds  nest  Rattray  let  the  car  go  down  this 
long  road  towards  the  valley  at  something  like  th  rt^ 
mnes  an  hour,  and  Aunt  Mary's  hand  had  nervou  J^ 
grasped  the  rail,  when  there  came  a  kind  of  sigh 
mside  the  car,  and  it  paused  to  rest 
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and  the  "vapour  cou  dn't  get  from  ft.-    ^i^  P"^') 
to  the  explosion  chamlJlr.-^  "  '^^  carburetter 

I  only  partly  understood,  but  I  felt  that  th. 

come  to  stare  KodSerfJ^^'  ""^  "  ^°-"'*  ''^d 
picture  in  this  letttt  a  so^  of'"^  ''"''/°"  '^^'^ 
complaints  °''  °'^  Punctuation  to  my 

caux.     It  was  market-Haij  ,-j         j  "'gcs  les 
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atTJ:lre^:birS"'''  ^^r  Rattrayhadto.lt 

Pai^  nnifi  "^'     ^\^'"^^^  certain  we  should  be  in 

had  go't  ?ut'"of  the  to"'-  '"'  ''r'  ^^  "-"  «^- 
.racefuiiy  ^fflt  thHord"'  "'  "^^  ^"'^'"^  ^"'^'^'^ 

sl^tiHi:'  ^t:  Zt'^  *h'"^  >n  the  world  to 
Rattray  wofS  ov  rt  hrr/arl  "''^  '*  "^'"''• 
takes  half  an  hour  to  do  on  this  carTn^r'^l!"^ 

Thats  all  very  well,  miss"  rptnrt.j  • 

„  i."'^^  K^t  '^''led  sometimes,"  said  I 

^na  that  silenced  me,  even  though  I  heard  a 
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ceaseless  mumbling  about  "every  bloomin'  screw 
being  loosf. ;  that  he'd  engaged  as  a  mechanic,  not  as 
■  car-maker;  that  if  he  was  a  car-maker,  he  would  be 
hanged  if  he'd  disgrace  himself  making  one  of  Ms 
sort,  anyhow." 

You'll  think  I'm  exaggerating,  but  I  vow  we  had 
not  gone  more  than   ten   miles  further  before  thai 
Cham  broke  again.    This  time  I  believe  Rattray  shed 
tears.    As  for  Aunt  Mary,  her  attitude  was  that  of 
cold.  Christian  resign'ition.    She  had  sacrificed  her- 
self to  me,  and  woul.J  continue  to  do  so,  since  such 
was  her  Duty,  with  a  capital  D ;  indeed,  she  had 
expected  this,  anC  f'om  the  first  she  had  told  me 
etc,  etc.     At  last  Ihf  chain  was  forced  on  again  and 
fastened  with  a  new  bolt.     We  sped  forward  for  a 
few    deceitful    moments,    but— detail     is    growing 
monotonous.     After  that  something  happened  to  the 
car,  on  the  average,  every  hour.     Chains  snapped  or 
came  off;  if  belts  didn't  break,  they  were  too  short 
or  too  long.     Mysterious  squeaks,  made  themselves 
heard ;  the  crank-head  got  hot  (what  head  wouldn't  ?) 
and  we  had  to  wait  until  it  thought  fit  to  cool   a 
process  which  could  scarcely  be  accelerated  by  Rkt- 
tray's  language.     He  now  announced  that  this  make 
of  car,  and  my  specimen  in  particular,  was  /Ae  vilest 
in  the  automobile  world.     If  a  worse  cou/d  be  made 
It  did  not  yet  exist!     When  I  ventured  to  inquire 
why  he  had  not  expressed  this  opinion  before  leaving- 
London,  he  announced  that  it  was  not  his  business 
to  express  opinions,  but  to  drive  such  vehicles  as  he 
was  engaged  to  drive.     I  hoped  that  there  must  he 
•omething  wrong  with  the  automobile  which  Rattray 
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didn't  understand;  that  in  Paris  I  could  have  it  put 
right,  and  that  even  yet  all  might  go  well.  For  a 
few  miles  we  went  with  reasonable  speed,  and  no 
mishaps;  but  half-way  up  a  long,  long  hill  the 
mystic  "power"  vanished  once  more,  and  there  we 
were,  stranded  nearly  opposite  a  forge,  from  which 
strolled  three  huge,  black-faced  men,  adorned  with 
pitymg  smiles. 

"  Hire  them  to  push,"  I  said  despairingly  to  Rat- 
tray, and  as  he  turned  a  sulky  back  to  obey,  I  heard 
a  whirring  sourd,  and  an  automobile  flew  past  us  up 
the  steep  hill,  going  about  fifteen  miles  an  hour 
That  did  seem  the  last  straw;  and  with  hatred 
malice,  and  all  uncharitableness  in  my  breast  I  was 
shaking  my  fist  after  the  thing,  when  it  stopped 
politely.  '^'^ 

There  were  two  men  in  it,  both  in  leather  caps  and 
coats-I  noticed  that  half  unconsciously.  Now  one 
of  them  jumped  out  and  came  walking  back  to  us. 
Taking  off  his  cap,  he  asked  me  with  his  eyes  and 
Aunt  Mary  with  his  voice-in  English-if  there  was 
anything  he  could  da  He  was  very  good-lookin? 
and  spoke  nicely,  like  a  gentleman,  but  he  seemed  so 
successful  that  I  couldn't  help  hating  him  and  wish- 
ing  he  wouW  go  away.  The  only  thing  I  wanted  was 
that  he  and  the  other  man  and  their  car  should  be 
specks  in  the  distance  when  Rattray  came  back  with 
his  blacksmiths  to  push  us  up  the  hill ;  so  I  thanked 
him  hurriedly,  and  said  we  didn't  need  help.  Per- 
haps  I  said  it  rather  stiffly,  I  was  so  wild  to  have 
him  gone.  He  stood  for  a  minute  as  if  he  would 
have  hked  to  add  something  else,  but  didn't  know 
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how,  then  bowed,  and  went  back  to  hi,  car     In  . 
njmute  it  wa,  .hooting  uphill  again,  and  I  ncJlns 
gladder  at  anything  in  my  life  than  when  !  slvT^ 
disappear  over  the  top-only  just  in  time  too.  foT 
wasn  t  out  of  sight  when  our  three  blaclcsmf.L  i,  J 
their  shoulders  to  the  task.  "'"^ksmiths  had 

nlPl'''''  '  ^°°^  "'•  '■'■  y°"  >'ke.  miss,"  said  that 
S.!2^-    "''"-^^P-     SomeplJ,fS 

1  could  have  boxed  his  ears. 

Once  on  level  ground  again,  the  car  ,r^m.j  . 

reTtinj'^r^"^,''- «- "S^eiiXn':: 

were  still  a  long  way  from  Paris,  and  our  poor  oil- 

X^r-i-'-rt^^rF^ 

crawled  through  the  barriers  of  Pa:!^  a;d  mount'ed 
up  the  Avenue  de  la  Grande  Arm^e  to  the  Arc  de 
Tnomphe  We  drove  straight  to  the  Elys/e  Palace 
Hotel,  and  let  Rattray  take  the  Brute  Beast  to  ! 
/-<»^.,  which  I  «„VW  had  been  a  skughter  house 
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knocked  on  the  hearf     «7i.-» 
the  momfng.  when  Ratt^t  . '"^  ""V^^'  '^*"'  '" 
inform  me  fharhe  h^H  f^^       *  *"''  '^"'S^''^  ^ 
worst  misch  ef     -rt  /°"      ''"'  """  "^""=*  ''^  ">« 
the  magnet  had  goT  out  oraTV""  ^'>-'' -'"ced 

«^  made  right,  and  he  wouW  s«L  to  thJt?.'""'^ 
chams.    In  a  few  dav.  J.      •  u    ,      "'  '^"»  «"d 

.wa,.w.th  jrho'p:^:,'^,:;t,'-  ^-^^^  *°  «-* 

I^ST£^^£;--S:^5^-^erward3 

ceeded  to  drown  our '^^""b'  ^^^>'  f^"  '  P- 
diluted  Paris.  '  ^  draughts  of  un- 

about  the  autoiel^el  Si::?  '  Y  '"''' 
in  London,  where  I  walX  '^'°'"  "'^^  *'">« 

talking  of  "my  1  orcL'i  an^%r^?"'""^  "™""'' 
take.    /><;..  litde^e^  ""'^  *"  '"P  '  ^^^nt  to 

you  tLugl'a  "orgne«rwS"  ifd''^  ^"'^  "°°''^  ^' 
makes  you   feel   as   if  vJ      r       ^'='^°"«rting,  and 

proper]/;  but^  e  Ln  J°out  fbT  .f "''  '"^'<^'•• 
said  she  hoped  we'd  s^lach  o  °her  a[  Ca';  ""\^"' 
she's  going  immediately.  She  ex^ts  h.  '' '''?"' 
her  there.    He's  touring  now  nn'T  '°"  '°  J"'" 

expects  to  meet  herTnrt  .         r       "  motor-car.  and 
'  "^^  ^'^  *°me  friends  on  the  Riviera 
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in  about  a  fortnight.  Mrs.  van  Wyck  told  me  he's 
the  Honourable  John  Winston,  and  a  very  nice  fellow 
but  I  grudge  him  an  automobile  which  ^o«.  ' 

I  just  couldn-t  write  to  you  that  week  in  Paris  •  not 
that  I  was  too  busy— I'm  never  too  busy  to  write  to 
my  dear  old  boy.  But  I  knew  you'd  expect  to  hear 
how  I  enjoyed  the  trip,  and  I  didn't  want  to  tell  you 
the  bad  news  till  perhaps  I  might  have  good  news  to 
add.  Consequently  I  cabled  whenever  a  writine-dav 
came  round.  ^      ' 

Well,  at  last  Rattray  vowed  that  the  car  was  in 
good  condition,  and  we  might  start     It  was  a  whole 
week  smce  I'd  seen   the  Monster,  and   it  looked  so 
handsome  as  it  sailed  uj.  co  the  hotel  door  that  my 
.ride  m  it  came  back.     It  was  early  in  the  morning. 
so  there  werent  many  people  about,  but  I  shouldn't 
have  had  cause  to  be  ashamed   if  there  had  been. 
We  went  off  in  fine  style,  and  it  was  delicious  drivins 
through  the  Bois,  en  route  for  Orleans,  by  way  of 
Versailles.     After  all,  I  said  to  myself,  perhaps  the 
car  hadnt  been  to  blame  for  our  horrid  experience 
Q      '=^,'■.^73^ perfect;   even   Rattray  admitted  that, 
bome  little  thmg  had  gone  wrong  with  ours,  and  the 
poor  wretch  had  been  misunderstood 

the  long  hill  of  buresnes,  when  "  squeak  I  squeak  !  "  a 
little  insinuating  sound  began  to  mingle  with  my 
reflections.  I  was  too  happy,  with  the  sweet  wind 
m  my  face,  to  pay  attention  at  first,  but  the  noise 
kept  on  msisting  on  being  noticed.  Then  it  occurred 
to  me  that  Id  heard  it  before  in  moments  cf  baleful 
memoiy. 
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"  Sur^  r      ^  ■  ''°^'"  '  "^ed  Oil  ?" 

all   right      IhaTfJ''""^-   "The  crank-head's 
about?  ^"-"'^    ^'"*  ^"y'hing  to   worry 

pert!  m?„"lr;Ln"'  "'  ^°"''='  ^'°"^  ^^  '-"^y 
and  we  Tpped  dead    T^     ?u  """'  '"'''''  '"^'^« 

"i^t£j^r^-iSSe^ 

though  that  hea7::L':r,X;n?r  '  ^  ''-''  '''" 

eiectric  tran.  t'ck"to  Ta     ^h^eTr'   '".f'^  ^" 
crank  could   be  bought  to  fit  nt  '^  '^  *  "^^ 

have  to  be  m.^r       j  •  '  °'herwise  one  would 

days      At.r,'  ^"'^  "  '"°"'^   '^1^^  '^o  or  three 

merely  ^s^Jf^:^^^^^^'  but  now  he 
the  new  crank  If  it  were  o^inXe  "  """"'''  '"  '^"^ 

huLrelfran^nor^^rit  '""T  '^''"'^  ^"'^  ^  «- 

to  return  1  '         ^''''^  "'''t  to  him,  and  he  was 

return  as  soon  as  possible,  probably  in  an  ho^ 
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and   a  half.      Aunt    Mary  and   I   found    our  way 
gloomily  to  this  little  third-class  restaurant,  where  we 
had  coffee  and  things.     Time  crept  on  and  brought 
no  Rattray.     When  two  hours  had  passed  I  walked 
back  to  the  garage,  but  the  proprietor  had  no  news. 
Ihe  car  was  standing  in  the  place  where  they  had 
dragged  it  and  I  climbed  up  to  sit  in  gloomy  state 
on  the  back  seat,  feeling  as  if  I  couldn't  bear  to  re- 
turn  to  Aunt  Mary  until  something  had  happened 
Then  something  did  happen,  but  not  the  thing  I  had" 
wanted.     The  very  car  which  had  stopped  when  we 
were  m  trouble  on  the  hill  of  the  blacksmiths,  far  on 
the  other  side  of  Paris,  more  than  a  week  ago.  came 
glidmg  smoothly,  deliciously  into  the  garage. 

The  same  two  leather  -  capped  and   coated   men 
were  m   it,   master  and  chauffeur,  I  thought     The 
madame  of  the  establishment  was  talking  sympa- 
thetically  to  me,  but  1  hoard  the  voice  of  the  man 
who  had  asked  me  if  he  could  help  (the  one  I  had 
taken  for  the  master)  inquiring  in  French  for  a  par- 
ticular   kind   of  essence.      Then    I   didn't  hear  any 
more.     He  and  the  garage  man  were  speaking  in 
lower  tones,  and  besides,  the  shrill  condolence  of 
madame  drowned  their  murmurs.     She  was  loudly 
givmg  It  as  her  opinion  that  my  chauffeur  had  run 
off  with  my  money,  and  that,  unless  I  had  some 
means  of  tracing  him,  I  should  never  look  upon  his 
face  again.     I  did  wish  that  she  would  be  quiet  at 
east  until  the  fortunate  automobilists  rolled  awav 
like  kings  in  their  chariot;  but  I  couldn't  make  her 
stop,  and  I  was  certain  they  heard  every  word      I 
even  imagined  that  they  had  deserted  the  subject  of 
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only  take  a  W  ^-     f         °"  *"'  =^'"'  ^^ich  would 
I  «nd  that  I  couldn't  possibly  w  ,,:„.  „t. 
There  was  nothing  for  me  to  rfn  h..*  » 


r^ 


30    THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

the  two  men  and  came  into  the  room  where  Aunt 
Mary  and  I  had  sat  so  long  reading  old  French 

papers.  ,  .     •    u- 

"  I'm  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you,"  said  he  in  his  nice 
voice,  "that  your  man  appears  to  be  a  scoundrel. 
He  hasn't  been  to  Le  Sage's,  nor  to  another  place 
which  I  tried.  I'm  afraid  he  has  gone  off  with  your 
money,  and  that  your  only  hope  of  getting  it  will  be 
to  track  the  fellow  by  means  of  the  police." 

"I  don't  want  to  track  him,"  I  said.  "I  never 
want  to  see  him  again,  and  I  don't  care  about  the 
money.  I'll  engage  another  chauffeur.  There  must 
be  plenty  in  Paris." 

As  I  said  this  he  had  rather  a  curious  look  on 
his  face.  I  didn't  understand  it  then,  but  I  did 
afterwards.  "  I'm  afraid  you'll  find  very  few  who 
understand  your  make  of  car,"  he  said,  "which  is 
German,  and— er— perhaps  not  up  to  the  very  latest 

date." 

"  I  can  believe  anything  of  it,"  said  I.  "  But  now 
the  crank's  broken,  and " 

"  I've  taken  the  liberty  of  bringing  another,  which 
we  took  out  of  a  similar  car,"  broke  in  the  man. 
"  The  proprietor  of  the  garage  across  the  way  thinks 
he  can  put  it  in  for  you ;  if  not,  I  can  help  him,  for 
I  once  drove  a  car  of  the  same  make  as  yours,  and 
have  reason  to  remember  it." 

I  burst  into  thanks,  and  when  I  had  used  up  most 
of  my  prettiest  adjectives  I  asked  how  long  the 
work  would  take.  He  thought  only  a  few  hours, 
and  my  car  might  be  ready  to  start  again  io  the 
afternoon. 
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I  clapped  my  hands  at  this ;  then  I  could  feel  my 
face  fall.  (Funny  expression,  isn't  it?— almost  as 
absurd  as  I  "dropped  my  eyes";  but  I  think  I  did 
that  too.)  "  How  lovely  1"  said  I.  And  then,  "  But 
what  good  if  I  can't  get  a  chauffeur?" 

The  man's  face  grew  red— not  a  bricky,  ugly  red  ; 
but  as  he  was  very  brown  already,  it  only  turned 
a  nice  mahogany  colour,  and  made  him  look  quite 
engaging.  "  If  you  would  take  me,"  he  said,  "  I  am 
at  your  service." 

I  never  was  more  astonished  in  my  life,  and  I  just 
sat  and  stared  at  him.  I  was  sure  he  must  be  making 
fun. 

"  Of  course  you'll  think  it  strange,"  he  went  on  in 
a  hurry ;  "but  the  fact  is,  I'm  out  of  a  job " 

"Why,  are  you  a  real  chauffeur—^  mechanic?'- 
I  couldn't  help  breaking  in  on  him.  I  almost  blurted 
out  that  I  had  taken  him  for  the  master,  which 
would  have  been  horrid,  of  course;  and  suddenly 
I  was  ashamed  of  myself,  for  I  had  been  treating 
him  exactly  like  an  equal ;  and  perhaps  I  was  silly 
enough  to  be  a  tiny  bit  disappointed  too;  for  I'll 
confess  to  you.  Dad,  that  I'd  had  visions  of  his  being 
someone  rather  grand,  which  would  have  spread  a 
little  jam  of  romance  over  the  stale,  dry  bread  of 
this  disagreeable  experience.  Anyhow,  this  man  was 
much  better  looking  than  his  companion,  whom  I 
knew  now  was  the  master.  He  wasn't  a  gorgeous 
person,  like  Mr.  Cecil-Lanstovvn,  but  I'd  certainly 
thought  he  had  rather  a  distinguished  air.  However, 
these  Englishmen,  even  the  peasants,  are  sometimes 
such  splendid  types— clear-cut  features,  brave,  keen 
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eyes,  and  all  that,  you  know,  as  if  their  ancestors 
might  have  been  Vikings. 

While  I  was  thinking,  he  was  telling  me  that  he 
was  a  chauffeur,  sure  enough,  and  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  his  engagement  with  his  master,  who 
didn't  wish  to  take  a  mechanic  any  farther.  His 
name,  he  said,  was  James  Brown.  He  had  had  a 
good  deal  of  experience  with  several  kinds  of  cars — 
my  sort  was  the  first  he'd  ever  driven  ;  he  knew  it 
well,  and  if  I  cared  to  try  him,  he  could  get  me  a  very 
good  reference  from  his  master,  Mr.  Winston. 

"  Mr.  Winston  ! "  I  repeated.  "  Is  your  master  the 
Honourable  John  Winston  ?" 

"That  is  his  name,"  he  answered,  though  he 
looked  so  odd  when  he  said  it  that  I  thought  it 
wise  to  mention  my  knowing  Mr.  Winston's  mother, 
so  he  would  have  a  sort  of  warning  if  he  weren't 
speaking  the  truth.  But  he  didn't  look  like  a  man 
who  would  tell  fibs,  and  to  cut  a  long  story  short, 
he  brought  out  a  letter  which  the  Honourable  John 
Winston  had  already  given  him.  It  was  very  short, 
as  if  it  had  been  written  in  a  hurry,  but  nothing 
could  have  been  more  satisfactory.  Brown,  as  I 
suppose  I  must  call  him,  said  that  he  would  be 
able  to  start  with  us  as  soon  as  the  car  was  ready, 
and  when  I  mentioned  where  I  wanted  to  go,  he 
remarked  that  he  had  been  all  through  the  chateaux 
country  several  times  on  a  motor-car.  One  can  see 
from  the  way  he  talks  that  he's  an  intelligent,  com- 
petent young  man  (he  can't  be  more  than  twenty- 
eight  or  nine)  and  knows  his  business  thoroughly. 
I  think  I'm  very  lucky  to  get  him,  don't  you? 
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Brown  ani  ti^^^^^^^f  L^^T'  '"  ""'"=  J^'"" 
the  car.  I  must  have  bTenscrihKr  "'^  """''  '"*° 
hours,  so  almost  an/L' ute  m^n t  '.r;  '°'  '- 

-«s.-„,..L.a„:^.r;r;;s-ii:-' 

Your  battered  but  hopeful 

Molly, 


FROM  JACK  WINSTON  TO  LORD  LANE 


Orleans,  November  49. 

My  dear  Montie, 

I  have  so  many  things  to  tell  you  I  scarcely 
know  where  to  begin.  First  let  me  announce  that 
I  am  in  for  an  adventure — a  real  flesh  and  blood  ad- 
venture into  which  I  plumped  without  premeditation, 
but  an  adventure  of  so  delightful  a  kind  that  I  hope 
it  may  continue  for  many  a  day.  I  know  you'll  say 
at  once,  "  That  means  Woman  " ;  and  you're  right. 
But  I  won't  go  to  the  heart  of  the  story  at  once ; 
I'll  begin  at  the  beginning.  First,  though,  a  word  as 
to  yourself  I  miss  you  enormously.  It  is  a  cruel 
stroke  of  fate  that  you  should  have  been  ordered  to 
Davos  after  you  had  made  all  your  plans  to  go  with 
me  on  my  new  Napier  to  the  Riviera.  I  still  think 
that  a  trip  on  which  you  would  have  been  in  the 
open  air  all  day  was  just  as  likely  to  check  incipient 
chest  trouble  as  ihe  cold  dryness  of  Davos ;  but  no 
doubt  you  were  right  to  do  as  the  doctors  told 
you.  1  shall  look  eagerly  for  letters  from  you  with 
i  lletins  of  your  progress.  As  I  cant  have  you 
ui.h  me,  the  next  Ijest  thing  will  be  to  write  to  you 
often  ;  besides,  you  said  that  you  would  like  to  have 
frequent  reports  of  my  doings  in  France,  with 
"  plenty  o*"  dct.^il.' 

34 
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Well,  the  new  car  is  a  stunner.  I  haven't  m)  far 
a  fault  to  find  v/ith  her.  She  takes  most  hills  on  tfee 
third,  which  is  very  good  ;  for  though  we  are  only 
two  up — Al-ncnd  and  I — I  have  luggage  in  the 
toniteau  almost  equal  to  the  weight  of  another 
passenger.  Between  Dieppe  and  Paris  she  licked  up 
the  kilometres  as  a  running  flame  licks  up  dry  wood. 
She  runs  sweetly  and  with  hardly  any  noise.  The 
ignition  seems  to  work  perfectly ;  she  carries  water 
and  petrol  enough  for  150  miles.  I  think  at  last 
in  the  Napier  I  have  found  the  ideal  car,  and  you 
know  I  have  searched  long  enough.  Almond  timed 
her  on  the  level  bit  at  Achfcres,  and  it  was  at  the  rate 
of  over  forty-five  miles  an  hour — not  bad  for  a 
touring  car. 

It  was  between  Dieppe  and  Paris  (somewhere 
between  Gisors  and  Meru)  that  the  adventure  began. 
I  was  flying  up  a  slope  of  perhaps  one  in  fifteen, 
when  I  became  aware  of  Beauty  in  Distress.  A 
preposterous  car,  which  was  recognisable  by  its  rear> 
ward  protuberance  as  something  archaic,  was 
statiorary  on  the  hill;  two  ladies  sat  on  an  extra- 
ordinirily  high  seat  behind,  like  a  throne,  and  a 
mechanic  was  slouching  towards  a  smith's  forge  by 
the  roadside.  One  motorist,  of  course,  must  always 
oflTer  help  to  another — to  pass  a  stranded  car  would 
be  like  ignoring  signals  of  distress  at  sea ;  besides, 
one  of  the  ladies  looked  young  and  seemed  to  have 
a  charming  figure.  So,  having  passed  them,  I  pulled 
up  ana  went  back. 

The  ladies  said  "America"  to  me  as  plainly  as 
if  they  had  spokea    They  were  most  professionally 
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got  up,  the  elder  so  befurred  and  goggled  that  1  could 
see  only  the  tip  of  her  nose;  the  younger  with  • 
wonderfully  fetching  grey  fur  coat,  a  thing  that 
I  believe  women  call  a  "  toque,"  and  a  double  veil, 
which  allowed  only  a  tantalising  hint  of  a  piquant 
profile  and  a  pair  of  bewildering  grey  eyes.  They— 
or  rather  the  younger  one — met  my  proffered  help 
with  a  rather  curt  refusal,  but  the  voice  that  uttered 
it  was  musical  to  a  point  rare  among  the  American 
women  of  the  eastern  States,  and  these  were  New 
York  or  nowhere.  There  was  nothing  for  me  to  do 
except  retire ;  bi't  Almond,  looking'  back  as  we  sped 
away,  said,  "Wt  /,  sir,  blowed  if  they  haven't  got 
those  three  smiths  pushing  them  up  the  hilll"  From 
which  I  argued  that  Beauty  was  very  jealous  for  the 
reputation  of  her  car.  This  is  the  end  of  Chapter  I. 
Chapter  II.  opens  at  Surcsnes,  some  days;  later. 
I  was  starting  for  Cannes,  and  had  just  crossed  the 
bridge,  when,  in  the  yard  o(  d.  garage  on  the  left-hand 
side  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  I  detected  again  Beauty 
In  Distress— the  same  Beauty,  but  a  different  Distress. 
There  was  the  high  and  portly  car,  with  Beauty 
perched  up  ii  it  alone — Beauty  in  the  attitude 
appropriate  to  Patience  smiling  at  Grief.  Almost 
before  I  knew  what  I  did,  I  turned  my  car  into  the 
yard  and  pulled  up  near  her,  making  an  excuse  of 
asking  for  slelHne,  though,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
Almond  had  filled  up  the  tank  only  half  an  hour 
before  at  the  Automobile  Club.  The  manager  of 
the  garage  told  me  that  Beauty's  car  was  stranded 
with  a  broken  crank.  Now  Almond  had  caught 
light  of  her  tiUcanuien  the  previous  time  we  met| 
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SJ'".*^'""!  ^u  \""°"^  ""  '■"  L°"^°";  therefore, 
when  I  heard  he  had  gone  off  to  Paris  with  five 
hundred  francs  to  buy  a  new  crank,  I  thought  the 
situation  serious.  So.  despite  the  former  snub. 
1  again  oflTered  my  services. 

She  had  her  veil  up.  and,  by  Jove!  she  was  good 
to  look  upon  I  The  eyes  were  deep  and  candid  ;  the 
curve  of  the  red  lips  (a  little  subdued  now)  suggested 
a  delightful  sense  of  humour;  her  brown  hair 
rippled  over  the  ear.,  and  escaped  in  curly  tendrils 
on  her  white  neck.  The  giri  was  delicately  balanced 
finely  wrought,  tempered  like  a  sword-blade.  Some-' 
tfting  m  my  inner  workings  seemed  to  cry  out  with 
pleasure  at  her  perfections;  a  very  unusual  nervous, 
ness  got  hold  of  me  when  I  spoke  to  her 

It  ended  in  my  flying  off  to  the  Avenue  de  la 
Grande  Arm^e  to  search  for  the  missing  man  and 
another  crank.     You   remember   my  eariiest  auto- 
mobile experiences  were  with  a  Benz,  as  so  many 
people  s  have  been,  and  I  knew  where  to  go.    Nothine 
had  been  heard  of  the  man;   I  bribed  a  fellow  to 
take  a  crank  out  of  another  car,  and  on  the  way 
baclc  a  wild  idea  occurred   to  me.     I  was  obliged 
to  sketch  It  to  the  astonished  Almond,  commanded 
him  to  deadly  secrecy,  then  offered  my  own  services 
to  the  beautiful  American  giri  in  place  of  her  former 
eJiauJiur  absconded.     The  whole  thing  came  into 
my  mind  in  a  flash  as  I  was  spinning  through  the 
Bois  and  I  hadn't  time  to  think  of  the  difficulties 
m  which  I  might  get  landed.     1  only  felt  that  this 
was  the  prettiest  g.'ri  I  had  ever  seen,  and  deter- 
mined  at  any  price  to  see  a  good  deal  more  of  her. 


!:.,l 


f^!^ 


38    THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 


>  i 


Only  one  way  of  doing  that  occurred  to  me.  I 
couldn't  say  to  her,  "  I  am  Mr.  John  Winston,  a 
perfectly  respectable  person.  I  have  been  seized 
with  a  strong  and  sudden  admiration  for  your 
beauty.  Will  you  let  me  go  with  you  on  your  trip 
through  France?"  Even  an  American  girl  would 
have  been  staggered  at  that.  The  situation  called 
for  an  immediate  decision— either  I  was  to  lose  the 
girl,  or  resort  to  a  trick.  You  quite  .see  how  it  was, 
don't  you  ? 

In  the  first  instant  there  came  a  complication. 
I  had  stopped  my  car  a  minute  in  the  Bois  to 
scribble  a  character  for  my  new  self— James  Brown, 
from  my  old  self — John  Winston  ;  but  as  soon  as 
I  presented  this  piece  of  writing  to  back  up  my 
application  for  the  place.  Miss  Molly  Randolph 
(I  may  as  well  give  you  her  name)  exclaimed  that 
she  knew  my  mother.  Such  is  life  I  It  seems  they 
met  in  Paris.  But  the  die  was  cast,  and  she  engaged 
me.  I  trusted  the  Napier  to  Almond,  giving  him 
general  instructions  to  keep  as  near  to  us  as  he  could, 
without  letting  himself  be  seen,  and  for  the  last  two 
days  I  have  been  chauffeur,  m^canicien,  call  it  what 
you  will,  to  the  most  charming  girl  in  this  exceedingly 
satisfactory  world. 

By  this  time  I  know  that  your  eyes  are  wide  open. 
I  can  picture  you  stret^Jaed  in  your  chaise  longue  at 
Davos  in  the  sunshint  reading  this  and  whistling 
softly  to  yourself.  I  have  no  time  to  write  more 
to  night ;  the  rest  must  wait. 

Your  very  sincere  and  excited  friend, 

Jack  Winston. 
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JACK  WINSTON  TO  LORD  LANB 

Hotel  ds  Londhis,  Amboisk, 
MydearMontie,  De»mt^r  i. 

The  plot  thickens.    She  is  i-a^*.    But  things 
•re  happening  which   I   didn't   foresee,   and   which 
I  dont  like.     I  have  to  suppress  a  Worm,  and  sup- 
pressed  he  shall  be.     I  am  writing  this  letter  to  you 
n  my  bedroom.     It  is  three  in  the  morning,  and  a 
lovely  night— more  like  spring  than  winter.    Through 
my  wide-open  window  the  only  sound  that  comes  in 
is  the  lapping  of  the  lazy  Loire  against  the  piers 
of  the  great  stone  bridge.     I  have  not  been  to  bed  • 
I  shall  not  go  to  bed,  for  I  have  something  to  do 
when   dawn   begin.s     Though   I  have  worked   hard 
to-day,  I  am  not  tiied ;  I  am  too  excited  for  fatigue. 
tJul  1  .-nust  give  you  a  sketch  of  what  has  happened 
-ill  iv.^r    he  last  few  days.     It  is  a  comfort  and  a 
pleasure  to  me  tc   be  able  to  unburden  myself  to 
your  sympathetic  heart     You  will  read  what  I  write 
with  patience,  I   know,  and   with  interest,  I  hope. 
That  you  will  often  smile.  I  am  sure. 

I  sent  you  a  line  from  Orleans,  telling  you  that 
I  had  got  myself  engaged  as  chauffeur  to  Miss  Molly 
Randolph  at  Suresnes.  Well,  the  garage  man  and 
I  managed  to  fit  the  new  crank  into  my  lovely 
employer's  abominable  car,  and  about  three  or  four 
in  the  afternoon  we  were  ready  to  take  the  road. 
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As  I  tucked  the  rug  round  the  ladies,  Miss  Randolph 
threw  me  an  appealing  look.  "  My  aunt,"  she 
said,  "  declares  that  it  is  quite  useless  to  go  on,  as 
she  is  sure  we  shall  never  get  anywhere.  But  it  is 
a.  good  car,  isn't  it,  Brown,  and  we  sAail  get  to 
Tours,  shan't  we?"  "It's  a  ^eat  car,  miss,"  I  iaid 
quite  truthfully  and  very  heartily.  "  With  this  car 
I'd  guarantee  to  take  you  comfortably  all  round 
Europe."  Heaven  knows  that  this  boast  was  the 
child  of  hope  rather  than  experience ;  but  it  would 
have  been  too  maddening  to  have  the  whole  thing 
knocked  on  the  head  at  the  beginning  by  the  fears 
of  a  timorous  elderly  lady.  "  You  hear.  Aunt  Mary, 
what  Brown  says,"  said  the  girl,  with  the  air  of  one 
who  brings  an  argument  to  a  close,  and  I  hastened 
to  start  the  car. 

By  Jove  I  The  compression  was  strong !  I  wasn't 
prepared  for  it  after  the  simple  twist  of  the  hand, 
which  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  start  the  Napier, 
and  the  recoil  of  the  starting-handle  nearly  broke 
my  wrist  But  I  got  the  engine  going  with  the 
second  try,  jumped  to  my  place  in  front  of  the  ladies 
(you  understand  that  it  is  a  phaeton-seated  car),  and 
started  very  gingerly  up  the  hill.  Though  I  was 
once  accustomed  to  a  belt-driven  Benz  (you  remem- 
ber my  little  3i  horse-power  "  halfpenny  Benz,"  as  I 
came  to  call  it),  that  had  the  ordinary  fast  and  loose 
pulleys,  while  this  German  monstrosity  is  driven  by 
a  jockey-pulley,  an  appliance  fiendishly  contrived, 
as  it  seemed  to  me,  especially  for  breaking  belts 
quickly.  The  car,  too,  is  steered  by  a  tiller  worked 
with  die  left  hand,  and  there  are  so  many  different 
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^yJZ    I  °^  ^r""^'  ''"'  ^hen  we  gofto  the 
level  and  changed  speeds,  I  put  the  iockev  nn 
tnfle  too  quickly.and  snick  I  went  the  ^It"^  I  "  a! 
Te  a  J  TT  *'^'  "^  "^^  mistress  sL^dn-tthrk 
car  and"^"'  **"'.*  f  '''°"''"''  '°^«  confidence  liter 

abrupt  e^d''.'      ''''™'""  *°  ''""^  ''^  '°"r  to  an 
aorupt  end ;  so  as  soon  as  I  felt  thf  «n=.^  i  *        !i 

mended  m  no  time.    She  smiled  dehghtfullv    "  Ho^ 
n-eof  you  to  take  it  so  well  I"  shelad  ^Rat":! 

an?^?r:i:„'t:--j«=^-^nggoin^ 

fastening  through  it  Ld  turnlLtds  1  .TuTin^ 

twisted  wire.    Simple  as  it  is  to  do  in  a  workshon 
this  belt-mending  is  a  most  irritating  affarbvth; 
roadside,  and  when   done   I    found   by  subs^uent 
experiences  that  the  wires  wear  throLh  »^! 
out  after  less  than  a  hundred  miles      ^         ^  '""' 

r  fn"  Tl  ^i'*  '^''^'  "°*  '^^^'"S  the  hang  of  the  iob 
I  found  It  disgustingly  tedious.  To  tegin  with  t„ 
get  at  the  puIJeys  I  had  to  open  the  baTof  The  «? 
and  that  meant  lifting  down  all  the  carefully  strand' 
luggage  and  depositing  it  by  the  roadside  "^Then  £ 
noor  of  the  car  or  m  a  box  under  the  ladles'  seats! 


V-' 


42    THE  LIGHTNIVG  CONDUCTOR 


i 


HI 


mil 


which  meant  disturbing  t)  rm  every  time  one  wanted 
anything.  How  different  O  my  beautifully  planned 
Napier,  where  every  part  is  easily  accessible ! 

The  mending  of  that  third-speed  belt  took  me 
half  an  hour,  and  after  that  we  made  some  progress  ; 
but  dusk  coming  on,  I  suggested  to  the  ladies 
that  as  there  was  very  little  fun  in  travelling  in  the 
dark,  I  thought  they  had  better  stay  the  night  at 
Versailles,  going  on  to  Orleans  the  next  day.  They 
agreed. 

1  had  thought  out  plans  for  my  own  comfort.  I 
knew  that  at  some  of  the  smaller  country  inns  there 
would  be  no  rooms  for  servants,  and  that  I  should 
have  to  eat  with  the  ladies,  which  suited  me  exactly. 
In  the  larger  towns,  rather  than  mess  with  the 
couriers,  valets,  and  maids,  I  should  simply  instal 
my  employers  in  one  hotel,  then  quietly  go  off  myself 
to  another.  That  is  what  I  did  at  Versailles.  I  saw 
the  ladies  into  the  best  hotel  in  the  town,  drove  the 
car  into  the  stable-yard,  and  went  out  to  watch  for 
Almond.  He  had  followed  us  warily  and  had 
stopped  the  Napier  in  a  side  street  two  hundred 
yards  away.  I  joined  him,  and  we  drove  to  a  quiet 
hotel  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Miss  Randolph's. 
I  had  my  luggage  taken  in,  bathed,  changed,  and 
dined  like  a  prince,  instructing  Almond  to  be  up  at 
six  next  morning  and  thoroughly  clean  and  oil  the 
German  car,  making  a  lot  ot  new  fastenings  in  spare 
belts.  Later  in  the  day  he  is  to  follow  us  to  Orleans 
with  the  Napier.  Thus  I  live  the  double  life — by 
day  the  leather-clad  chauffeur ;  by  night  the  English 
gentleman  travelling  on  his  own  car.     The  plans 
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droTe'I'h^^°°'^/'^l  °^  '"^^^'^  ^^'  ^"d  trembling  I 

was  called   upon   to  drive       I    h=A    ™ 

«lly  impassable  L  auto J^.^Tm  vtSs 

agreeable.  richnftSd^X'^T^h:  i"^' 
exceedingly  acaWe„,,e  on  leaving  VersSesTnH  '? 

which  leads  to  the  valley  of  the  YveUe     TH  If^^  ^^' 

travelled  well— for  it  ■  and  th,  ^    ^"eans     The  car 
'or  II,  and  the  days  record  of  sixty. 
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seven  miles  was  only  three  breakages  of  belts.  To 
my  relief  and  surprise  we  actually  got  to  Orleans  in 
time  for  dinner.  I  was  a  proud  man  when  I  drove 
my  employers  into  the  old-fashioned  courtyard  of 
the  d'O'leans.  Almond,  I  knew,  was  at  the  St. 
Aignan  with  the  Napier,  and  tLwiC  I  presently  joined 
him,  to  hear  that  he  had  done  the  total  run  from 
Versailles,  with  an  hour's  stop  for  lunch,  in  under  the 
four  hours,  the  car  running  splendidly  all  the  way. 
Almond  does  not  at  all  understand  why  he  is  left 
alone,  and  why  I  have  gone  off  to  drive  two  ladies  in 
u.  out-of-date  German  car  which  any  self  respecting 
i  tomobilist  would  be  ashamed  to  be  seen  on  in 
France.  He  looks  at  me  queerly,  and  would  like  to 
ask  questions ;  but  being  a  good  servant  as  well  as  a 
good  mechanic,  he  doesn't,  and  kindly  puts  up  with 
his  master's  whims. 

My  orders  were  to  be  ready  for  the  ladies  at  ten 
the  next  morning,  and  when  punctually  to  the 
moment  I  drove  the  car  into  the  courtyard,  I  found 
them  waiting  for  me.  Miss  Randolph  volunteered 
the  news  that  she  and  her  aunt  had  been  round  the 
town  in  a  cab  to  see  the  sites  connected  with  the 
Maid,  but  that  she  had  found  it  very  difficult  to 
picture  things  as  they  were,  so  modernised  is  the 
town. 

The  morning  we  left  Orleans  was  exquisite.  The 
car  went  well ;  the  magnificent  Loire  ^as  brimming 
from  bank  to  bank,  and  not  meandering  among  dis- 
figuring sand-banks,  as  it  does  later  in  the  year ;  the 
wide,  green  la  i  scape  shone  through  a  glitter  of 
sunshine ;  and  iiere  and  there  in  the  blue  sky  floated 
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a  mass  of  tumbled  vhite  cloud     Our  litH.       . 
first  was  silent.     I  think  tv,-  V  '*  P^''*>'  »* 

influenced  us  al    even  A       \,  ^^"'^  °^  '''^  ^-^^ne 
ming  of  the   Iter  f       ^^  ^^"y-  '""^  *e  thrum- 

currfnttoourthoughtr^     '  "°"°'°"°"^   ""'^"- 

seatd'anVfor  Z'tf  ""r^"  '^"""^  '^  P''-ton- 
-y  lady  Lh"d"^^  ot  eTsl'°;:'^  ^^"""^""^^'^  *° 
talie  one's  attent;^„  \^'  J"  ''"^'"g.  one  can't 
Molly  has  to  Tea°  f*""  /'^  "'^  ~^'^'  ^°  ^iss 
shoulder     A  curlou,     Ti",-  '"'^    '^°"'  °^"    my 

standing  is  torg";Stieef:f  f  \°^  ""<^- 
the  history  of  this  narrnf  t  ■  ^°"  ''"°«' that 

her  comments  on  °/."^''**.'''^  ^a.d  to  her  aunt,  and 

and  orS^al     She  h  H^'  ■".  ^T'^^  ^'^'^  'P"Shtly 

looked  f  thingftsh  ;  Tnd  h^^  T'  '  ^°°''^''^' 
old  Court  histoA^  of  pt'  '"'\^'°''Sht  to  bear  on  the 

view.     Her'"21sm^i:3te7rear"b^Br  °^ 
ordinar,.  mind  beinV^  ^'"■^'  ''^'  ''  ^^&"«  ^"d 
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dared  not  stt,  ut  of  the  character  I  had  assumed. 
As  it  turned  out,  fortune  was  waiting  to  befriend  mc. 
We  were  bowling  along  through  Meung,  when 
I  suddenly  spied  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  the 
square  and  heavy  mass  of  Notre  Dame  de  Clfery, 
and  almost  without  thinking,  I  pointed  it  out  to 
Miss  Randolph.  "There  is  CHry,"  I  said,  "where 
Louis  the  Eleventh  is  buried.  You  remember,  in 
Quentin  Durward?  The  church  is  worth  seeing.  It's 
almost  a  pity  we  didn't  go  that  side  of  the  river." 
Then  I  stopped,  rather  confused,  fearing  I  had  given 
myself  away.  There  was  a  moment's  astonished 
silence,  and  I  was  afraid  Miss  Randolph  would  see 
the  back  of  my  neck  getting  red. 

"  Why,  Brown  !  "  she  cried,  leaning  forward  over 
my  shoulder,  "  you  know  these  things ;  you've  read 
history  ?  " 

"  Oh  yes,  miss,"  I  said.  "  I've  read  a  bit  here  and 
there,  such  books  as  I  could  get  hold  of.  I  was 
always  interested  in  history  and  architecture,  and 
that  sort  of  thing.  Besides,"  I  went  on  hastily, 
"I've  travelled  this  road  before  with  a  gentleman 
who  knows  a  good  deal  about  this  part  of  France." 

I  don't  think  that  was  disingenuous,  was  it  ?— for 
1  hope  I've  a  right  to  call  myself  "  a  gentleman." 

"  How  lucky  for  us  I "  cried  Miss  Randolph,  and 
I  heard  her  congratulating  herself  to  her  aunt,  be- 
cause they  had  got  hold  of  a  cicerone  and  chauffeur 
in  one.  After  that  she  began  to  talk  to  me  a  good 
deal,  and  now  she  seems  to  show  a  kind  of  wonder- 
ing interest  in  testing  the  amount  of  my  knowledge, 
which  I  take  care  to  clothe  in  common  words  and 
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You  must  admit  the  situa- 


not  to  show  too  much, 
tion  grows  in  piquancy. 

At  Mer  we  crossed  the  Loire  by  the  suspension 
bridge   and    ran    the   eight    miles    to    Chambord. 
meanmg  to  lunch  there,  and  go  on  to  Blois  after 
seemg  the  Chateau.     It  was  a  grand  performance 
for   the   car   to   tun   nearly    three    hours   without 
accident      While    luncheon    was    being    prepared 
I  filled  up  the  water-tanks  (even  this  simple  task 
involved  lifting  all  the  luggage  off  the  car),  washed 
with  some  invaluable  Hudson's  soap,  which  I  had 
brought  from  my  own  car,  and  m?de  myself  smart 
for  tUjeuner.    The  eating  busine.-i»  will,  I  can  see  be 
one  of  my  chief  difficulties.       At   Chambord,  for 
mstanee,  in  the  small  hotel,  there  is,  of  course  no 
special  room  for  servants.    h%  I  have  no  fondness 
for  eating  in  stuffy  kitchens  vhen  it  can  be  avoided 
I  wandered  sedately  into  the  satU  d  manger,  where 
Miss  Randolph  and  her  «unt  were  already  seated, 
and  took  a  place  at  the  further  end  of  the  same  long 
table  (we  were  the  only  people  in  the  room).    Aunt 
Mary  looked  for  an  instant  a  little  discomposed  at 
the  idea  of  lunching  urith  her  niece's  hired  mechanic, 
but  Miss  Randolph,  noticing  this— she  sees  every- 
thing—shot me  a  welcoming  smik      Then  the  pay- 
ing difficulty  is  an  odious  one.     Of  course,  at  the 
end  of  the  meil  my  bill  goes  to  her,  and  she  pays 
for  me:  " Mikanicien,  d/jeuner "  so  much.     Pic- 
ture it  I     Of  course,  I  can't  protest,  as  this  is  the 
custom;   but  I  am  keeping  a  strict  account  of  all 
her  expenses   on   my   account,  and   one  day   shall 
S«»r«  our  accounts  somehow— I  don't  at  present 
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see  how.  I  have  formed  the  idea  that  by-and-by 
I  may  offer  to  act  also  as  courier,  relieving  her  of 
the  bother  of  making  payments,  and  so  on.  If  I 
can  work  that,  I'll  deduct  my  own  lot  and  pay  it 
myself,  the  chances  being  that  as  she  is  carders  about 
money  she  \  on't  notice  that  I've  done  so,  only 
thinking,  perhaps,  that  I  am  a  clever  chap  to  run 
things  so  cheaply. 

There's  another  thing  which  gives  me  the 
"wombles,"  as  those  delightful  Miss  Bryants  used 
to  call  the  feeling  they  had  when  they  were  looking 
forward  to  any  event  with  a  mixture  of  excitement, 
fear,  and  embarrassment. 

Well,  I  have  the  "wombles"  when  I  think  of  the 
moment,  near  at  hand,  when  Miss  Randolph  will 
hand  me  my  weekly  wage,  which  I  have  put  at  the 
modest  figure  of  fifty  francs  a  week;  but  I  am 
getting  away  from  the  dejeuner  at  Chambord. 

We  had  just  finished  the  crdute  au  pot,  when  there 
caine  a  whirr  1  outside,  upon  which  Miss  Randolph 
looked  questioningly  at  me.  "A  little  Pieper,"  I 
said.  "How  wonderful!"  she  exclaimed.  "Can 
you  really  tell  different  makes  of  cars  just  by  their 
sound?"  "Anyone  can  do  that,"  I  informed  her, 
"with  practice;  you  will  yourself  by  the  time  you 
get  to  the  end  of  this  journey.  Each  car  has  its 
characteristic  note.  The  De  Dion  has  a  kind  of 
screaming  whirr;  the  Benz  a  pulsing  throb;  the 
Panhard  a  thrumming;  a  tricycle  a  noise  like  a 
miniature  Maxim." 

The  driver  of  the  Pieper  came  in.  His  get-up 
was  the  last  outrageous   word   of  automobilism— 
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leather  cap  with  ear-flaps,  r;„-T^ies  and  ,^.  i- 
ndiculously  shaggy  coat  of  4";;;;^  ,o"^f  Cfj; 
skm  up  to  his  thighs-a  suitable  costume  for  an 
Arcfc  explorer,  but  mighty  fantastic  in  a  mild 
French  winter.  You  know  these  posing  French 
automob,l.sts.     At  sight  of  a  beautiful  girlie  made 

S  asV  %°T  ';  ■  "^^  '""  S°^g'--  'eveaiingrm! 
^elasL,  ^'^■'°f'"S  fellow  with  abnormally  lo^g 
eyelashes  which  I  somehow  resented.     He  preened 

M°ss  RanlS  ^"^^^J^  ^°'  ^°"''"^^*-  Catching 
thatdSlw^  /  '^^  •*"  '•"""'^^  ^'"^  ^"^^e^ed  with 

ana  the  Frenchman  misconstrue,  and  in  a  moment 
they  were  talking  motor-car  as  hard  as  they  cou"d 
go.     The  poor  fAa«/^«^  was  ignored  ^^  «°"11 

It  undermines  one's  sense  of  self-importance  to 
find  how  quickly  one  can  be  unclassed  I  t^st^ 
at  this  moment  the  mortification  of  service  £Z 
•n  an  hotel  at  Biarritz  I  gave  to  the  vaie^Zj^Z^ 

mor^     tC  '°"P'^°'  ~^'^  *^'  I  didn't  want  any 
Z    u  y  ^  '^^'''  '"  g°°d  condition,  and  he  was 
overwhelmed  with  the  value  of  the  gift    "  Mnn„v. 
is  ton  kin/^  "  fi,..  r  II  . ,  ^  Monsieur 

good  fo    1     TK  '^',1=  """^"^  ^'°*''«^  ««  too 

good  for  me.     They  are  all  right  for  you    but  for 

Now.  as  I  heard  my  sweet  and  clever  little  ladv 
babblmg  automobilism  with  all  the  wisdom  of  m 
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amateur  of  six  weeks,  I  felt  that  I  was  indeed  one 
of  the  Others.  Though  the  Frenchman  was  to  me 
a  manifest  Worm  (in  that  he  was  supercilious,  puffed 
up  with  conceit,  taking  it  for  granted  that  women 
should  fall  down  and  worship  him)  and  a  ridiculous 
braggart,  i  had  to  see  her  receive  his  open  admira- 
tion with  equanimity  and  listen  to  his  stories  with 
credulity,  my  business  being  to  eat  in  silence  and 
"thank  Heaven"  (though  not  " fasting ")  that  I  was 
allowed  in  the  presence  of  my  betters.  Still,  I  would 
have  gone  through  more  than  that  to  be  near  her, 
to  hear  her  talk,  and  sec  her  smile,  for  frankly  this 
girl  begins  to  interest  me  as  no  other  woman  has. 

"Ah,  how  I  have  travelled  to-day!"  the  French- 
man said,  throwing  his  hands  wide  apart.  "  I  left 
Paris  this  morning,  to-morrow  I  shall  be  in  Biarritz. 
To-day  I  have  killed  a  dog  and  three  hens.  On  the 
front  of  my  car  just  now  I  found  the  bones  a: 
feathers  of  some  birds,  which  miscalculated  tl>'  .' 
distance  and  could  not  get  away  in  time."  I '  iss 
Randolph  gave  a  little  cry,  translating  for  her  aunt, 
who  has  no  French. 

"  Shocking  I "  ejaculated  Aunt  Mary.  "  A  regular 
juggernaut." 

"  Your  car  does  not  go  as  fast  as  that,  mademoi- 
selle ? "  the  Frenrhman  went  on.  "  A  little  heavy, 
I  should  think  ;  i.   low  hill-climber?" 

"On  the  contrary,"  Miss  Randolph  fired  up. 
"Though  my  car  has — er — same  drawbacks,  it  goes 
splendidly  uphill,  doesn't  it,  Brown  ?  " 

"That  is  its  strong  point,"  I  answered,  grateful 
for  the  unexpected  and  kindly  word  of  recognition 
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ttrown  to  me.  one  of  the  Others ;  but  the  Frenchman 
did  not  deign  to  notice  the  chauffeur 

"Capital  I "  cried  he.  ••  If  mademoiselle  be  willing, 
and  a  hill  can  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  should 
like  to  wager  my  Pieper  against  her  seven-horse- 
power German  car.  I  had  an  odd  experience  the 
other  day,  he  went  on.  "My  motor  stopped  for 
want  of  tsstnct;  luckily  it  was  in  a  village,  but 
there  wasn  t  a  drop  of  essence  to  be  bought— all  the 
shops  were  sold  out  What  do  you  think  I  did 
mademoiselle?  I  filled  the  tank  with  absinthe  from' 
a  «//.  and  got  home  on  that  Not  many  would  have 
thought  of  it,  eh?" 

"Few  indeed,"  said  I  to  myself,  for  it  was  news 
«,.?*.  carburetter  could   bum  heavy  oil 

While  I  was  reflecting  that  automobiling,  like  fishin? 
IS  a  pursuit   whose  followers  are  peculiarly  ready 
to  sacrifice  truth  on  the  altar  of  picturesqueness. 
luncheon  was  over,  and   we  all  rose.     With  what 
seemed  to  me  detestable  impertinence,  though  clearly 
not  understood  as  such  by  innocent  Miss  Randolph 
the  Frenchman  sauntered  by  the  side  of  the  ladies 
as  If  to  go  with  them  to  the  Chateau.    Perhaps  my 
young  mistress  was  touched  by  the  look  of  gloom 
that  doubtless  clouded  my  insignificant  features,  for 
she  promptly  and  cordially  tendered  me  an  invitation 
to  go  with  them.    "  Vou  know,  Brown,"  she  said.  "  we 
look  on  you  as  our  guide  as  well  as  our  chauffeur" 
(  and  I  innst  be  your  watch-dog  too.  though  it  isn't 
in  the  <ontract.'  I  grumbled  to  myself,  "if  you  are 
going  «o  allow  every  autoraobilist  who  claims  the 
nght  «if  fellowship  to  thrust  himself  upon  you  ") 
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Even  Aunt  Mary  was  impressed  as  we  passed  into 
the  inner  court  of  Chambord,  and  Miss  Randolph 
(whose  sympathy  and  imagination  throws  her  at 
once  into  harmony  with  her  surroundings)  drew  a 
quick  breath  of  half-awed  astonishment  at  sight  of 
this  enormous  structure,  more  like  a  city  than 
a  single  house,  with  its  pr.idigious  towers,  its  extra- 
ordinary assemblage  of  pinnacles,  gables,  turrets, 
cones,  chimneys,  and  gargoyles.  The  Frenchman 
minced  along  at  her  side,  twirling  his  moustache, 
and  ma'  ng  great  play  with  those  long-lashed  eyes 
of  his.  I  divined  his  intention  to  outdistance  us, 
an'  get  Miss  Randolph  to  himself  in  the  labyrinth 
o  vast,  empty  rooms  through  which  our  party  was 
paraded  by  a  languid  guide  ;  but  thwarted  him  by 
hastening  Aunt  Mary's  steps  and  keeping  upon  their 
heels  in  my  new  character  of  watch-dog.  I  was 
more  annoyed  than  1  care  to  tell  you  when  I  saw 
that  she  seemed  to  like  his  idiotic  compliments  ;  but 
when  I  heard  him  tell  her  airily  that  Chambord  was 
built  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  and  Miss  Randolph 
tamed  questioningly  to  me  with  a  puzzled  little 
wrinkle  on  her  forehead,  I  felt  that  my  time  had 
come. 

I  began  something  reprehensively  like  a  lecture  on 
Chambord,  putting  myself  by  Miss  Randolph's  side, 
and  determined  that  the  Frenchman  should  get  no 
further  chance.  I  pointed  out  the  constant  recurrence 
of  the  salamander,  the  emblem  of  Francis  the  First, 
the  builder  of  the  house,  and  I  told  how  he  had 
selected  this  sandy  waste  to  build  it  on,  because  the 
Comtesse  de  Thouiy  had  once  lived  near  by,  she 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR   j, 

of  French  Rena.,.,„ce  architecture,  pointed  out  the 

the  obscure  but  splendid  genius  who  planned  the 
house  as  something  between  a  fortified*^  castle  and 
an  Italian  palace;  showed  them  the  H  entwin^ 
w.th  a  crescent  on  those  parts  of  the  housTfW 

Er^^'of  tL"T'^  '^-^  S-nd;  IndV^cTedt* 
nistory  of  the  place,  talking  about  Marshal  Saxe 
Man.slas  of  Poland,  the  Revolution  of  .792  a„d 
he  subsequent  tenancy  of  Berthier.     I  can  tel   ^ou 

was  L  ?-^°""  '  ^"^  '''''^«''  *«  "bsinthe-dnVer 
cT  ^I'^.r^'-  '  *™P'y  *P"wled  all  over 
Chambord  talked  for  once  as  well  as  I  knew  hoT 

•    ho  th  f  '">:/^--''''  '»  Miss  Randolph  whtl' 
though  I  say  ,t  as  shouldn't  "-seemed  dazzled  by 

sDoutin.  K       I  'ncongruity  of   a  hired   mechanic 

she   I  think,  only  put  it  down  to  some  difference 
■n  the  standard  of  English  education.    Anyiow  th^ 
Frenchman  was  done  for,  and  Miss  Rando^h  Jnd 
I  plunged  mto  an  interesting  talk,  shunting  L  n^w 
acquamtance  on  to  Aunt  Mary.     As  she  fan  s,^k 
no  French  and  he  no  English,  they  must  have^^ 
a    Jack-Sprat-and-his-wife"  experience, 
th...'.,         ^''^^^  ^°"'  *•"■'»  ^^  wandered  through 
ul  d?Ki"^  r""'  °^  Chambord.  climbed  the  wondS 
^double  staircase,  and  walked  about  the  intricai 
roof    1   was  no    longer    James    Brown    the    W~J 
mcch«,ic,    but   John    WiLton.   private  gttiS 
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and  man  at  large,  with  a  taste  for  travel.  There 
came  a  horrid  wrench  when  I  had  to  remember  that 
I  had  chosen  to  make  myself  one  of  the  unclassed, 
one  of  the  "  Others."  The  winter  twilight  was 
falling ;  we  had  to  get  to  Blois  on  a  car  that  might 
commit  any  atrocity  at  any  instant.  Yet,  strange  to 
say,  it  had  a  magnanimous  impulse,  started  easily, 
and  ran  smoothly.  The  somewhat  subdued  French- 
man left  just  before  us  on  his  little  Pieper,  and 
soon  outpaced  our  solid  chariot.  We  went  back  to 
St  Di^,  took  the  road  by  the  Loire,  and  as  dusk  was 
falling,  crossed  the  camel -backed  bridge  over  the 
great  river,  and  went  up  the  Rue  Denis  Papin  into 
the  ancient  city  of  Blois.  The  Chateau  does  not 
show  its  best  face  to  the  riverside,  being  hemmed  in 
by  other  buildings,  so  I  drove  past  our  hotel  and  on 
to  the  pretty  green  p/ace  where  the  great  many- 
windowed  Ch&teau  springs  aloft  from  its  huge  foun- 
dation. "  The  famous  Chciteau  of  Blois,"  I  temarked, 
wavirig  a  hand  towards  it.  "  The  old  home  of  the 
kings  of  France."  We  all  sat  and  looked  up  at  the 
huge,  silent  building,  the  glowing  colours  of  its 
recessed  windows  catching  the  last  beams  of  depart- 
ing day. 

"  I  suppose  its  only  tenants  now  are  ghosts,"  said 
Miss  Randolph.  "  I  can  imagine  that  I  see  wicked 
Catherine  de  Medicis  glaring  at  us  from  that  high 
window  near  the  tower."  It  was  an  impressive  intro- 
duction to  one  of  the  greatest  monuments  n{  France, 
and  after  we  had  gazed  a  little  longer  I  turned  the 
car  and  drove  back  into  the  courtyard  of  the  Grand 
Hotel  de  Blois,  where   tame  partridges  pecked  at 
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grain  upon  the  ground,  many  dogs  gambolled,  and 
foreign  birds  bickered  and  chattered  in  huge  cages. 
At  the  entrance  was  the  Frenchman,  all  eyes  and 
eyelashes,  darting  forward  to  help  Miss  Randolph 
from  her  car. 

I  grew  weary  to  nausea  of  this  shallow,  pretentious 
ass,  with  no  knowledge  of  his  own  land.    It  began  to 
shape  itself  in  my  mind  that  though  a  gentleman  in 
exterior  he  was   the  common   or  garden   fortune- 
hunter,    or    perhaps    worse.      Finding    a    beautiful 
American  girl  travelling  en  automobile,  chaperoned 
only  by  a  rather  foolish  and  pliable  aunt,  he  fancied 
her  an  eas.--  prey  to  his  elaborate  manners  and  eye- 
lashes.^   Knowing  we  were  coming  to  the  Grand,  I 
had  directed  Almona   to  drive  the  Napier  to  the 
France,  and  my  duty  for  the  day  being  over,  I  was 
about  to  go  across  to  change  and  dine,  when  I  saw 
Miss  Randolph  in  the  hall.     She  was  annoyed,  she 
told  me,  to  find  that  the  best  suite  of  rooms  were 
taken   by  some  rich  Englishman  and  his  daughter, 
and  she  had  to  put  up  with  second-rate  ones.    "  Poor 
Monsieur  Talleyrand,"  she  ended,  "has  little  more 
than  a  cupboard  to  sleep  in."     Talleyrand,  then,  was 
the  name  of  the  Frenchman.     "  Oh,  is  he  stopping 
here  ?  "  I  asked.     "  He  said  he  was  going  on  at  once 
to  Biarritz." 

"He's  changed  his  mind,"  said  she.  "He's  so 
impressed  with  Chambord  that  he  says  it's  a  pity 
not  to  see  all  the  other  chateaux,  which  are  so  impor- 
tant in  the  history  of  his  own  country.  He  asked 
Aunt  Mary  if  we  should  mind  his  going  at  the  same 
time  with  us.     So  0/  course  she  said  we  wouldn't." 
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All  this,  if  you  please,  with  the  most  candid  air  of 
gmlelessness,  which  I  actually  believe  was  genuine. 

She  sa,d  wkat?"  I  demanded,  quite  forgetting 
my  part  in  my  rage.  s    "^  "S 

"She  said,"  repeated  Miss  Randolph  slowly  and 
w.th  d.g„.ty,  "that  we  would  not  mind  his  seein^the 
chateaux  when  we  see  them.  Why  should  we  mind  ? 
The  poor  young  man  won't  do  us  any  harm,  and  it's 
qmte  nght  of  him  to  want  to  see  his  own  castles 
because,  anyhow,  they're  a  great  deal  more  his  than 

I  wa^  still  out  of  myself,  or  rather  out  of  Brown 
But  )s  It  possible,  my  dear  Miss  Randolph."  I  was 
mad  enough  to  exclaim  (I.  who   had  never  before 

A    "^^"^^  '"^^^  °^  ^  ''"•"We  "  miss  "),  "  thaVyou 
Tht  Se^""   "^"^^^  '"   "^^^  «'->'  «-" 

Ji^^lJ^""  'T^'"  ''*''  '••^Peated,  very  properly 
?wL^.SL:T'°"*  °f  ^y-outh;  and  tilewor^tof 
U  was  that  she  was  completely  right  in  setting  me  in 
my  place-setting  me  down  hard.  « I  am  surorised 
at  you.  Brown.  You  are  a  splendid  mechanLTd- 
and  you  have  travelled  and  read  such  a  lot  that  you 
ar«  a  very  good  guide  too,  and  because  I  think  we°e 
lucky  to  have  got  you  I  treat  you  quite  difrLiTt; 

irdTJ'"'"7  "^^"''''  ^"  y""  -"'d  have 
heard  that  "ordmaiy"  as  she  said  it  1  There  was 
hope  m  It  in  the  midst  of  humiliation ;  but  !  daT^ 
not  let  a  gleam  dart  from  my  respectful  eye  )  'S 
you  must  remember,  please,  that  you  are  engaged  for 
^.n  thmgs  and  not  for  other.  If  I  n^ITprJ. 
lector  besides  Aunt  Mary,  I  may  tell  you." 
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say.  with  a  kinV  T  ^'  ^"'^  ""'^  ventured  to 

something  of  kSmeTT?  %  ""'  ""'^  ^  ''"" 
stand  A.^enc.„7or/L^ 

going  toTil'sn"^"^"^'"?"''  '   ^"PP°-  y°"  were 

ness  I'd  never  ototed     "But  M  '  "'"T'  ^"^- 
thoughap       ,J-J^^^-M^^^^^^^ 

a  cut  abo^e  a,^  En^I^h        f  ""^'"^"  ^^^.  at  worst. 

I  said  to  mvself  a«  r  „»,ii    j  '"*  things 

won't  bearSeatTnJ-  the       °T  '°  "^^  °^"  ^otel 

couid  do  i,'but  f  i  "gcj";  ?ri:^,  v"T', ''"' 

complacently  on  while  fhlf  -f  ^^  ^"'^  '"""^ 
fools  of  her  and  he"  aunt  iV^'"^  ^"'^'  """'<' 
didn't  care  a  hang  whether  she  /'  T  '°-'"°"°^  l 
I'd  played  or  not  '^""'^  °"'  ''^^  '"^k 

That  mood  lasted  .bout  ten  minutes,  then  I  began 
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to  iealise  that,  talking  of  beasts,  there  was  some- 
thing of  the  sort  inside  my  own  leather  coat,  and 
that  if  anyone  deserved  a  shaking,  it  was  Jack 
Winston,  and  not  that  poor,  pretty  little  thing. 
I  was  bound  to  stop  on  in  the  place  and  protect  her, 
whether  she  knew  she  wanted  any  protection  except 
Aunt  Mary's  (oh.  Lord  1)  or  not  Besides,  I  wanted 
the  place,  since  it  was  the  best  I  could  expect  for  the 
present,  and  where  Talleyrand  (?)  was,  there  would  I 
be  also,  so  long  as  he  was  near  Her. 

Bath  and  dinner  brought  me  once  more  as  near  to 
an  angelic  disposition  as  I  hope  to  attain  in  this 
sphere ;  and,  while  I  was  supposed  to  be  earning  my 
screw  by  cleaning  the  loathsome  car,  and  making 
new  fastenings  for  spare  belts,  I  was  complacently 
watching  poor  Almond  in  the  throes  of  these 
Herculean  labours.  N.B. — It's  only  fair  to  myself 
to  tell  you  that  Almond  is  getting  double  wages, 
and  is  quite  satisfied,  though  I'm  persuaded  he  thinks 
he  has  a  madman  for  a  master. 

About  half-past  nine  next  morning  (that's  yester- 
day, in  case  you're  getting  mixed)  I  was  hanging 
round  the  German  chariot  with  a  duster,  pretending 
to  flick  specks  off  it,  though  Almond  had  left  none, 
when  Miss  Randolph,  Aunt  Mary,  and  the  alleged 
Talleyrand  -ume  out  of  the  coffee-room,  laughing 
and  talking  like  the  best  of  friends.  Talleyrand  was 
now  in  ordinary  clothes,  perhaps  to  point  the 
difference  between  himself  and  a  mere  professional 
chauffeur.  Miss  Randolph  looked  adorable.  She'd 
put  off  her  motoring  get-up,  and  was  no  end  of 
a  swell.    This  I  saw  without  seeming  to  see,  for  we 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR   59 

had  not  met  since  our  scene.    I  didn't  know  where 
o  w^^rrhu'r^ble'"  •"'7^''  '"  ^''''^"'  '^^^^ 

^iJthi^T^^'^  daggering  along  without  a  glance 
rU?,  t  f""'  ^^^y  "°'-  '"deed?)  when  E 
Randolph    hung    back,    looked    round     and    then 

2ked  stTn  °"  "'  ^°"  '^''^  ^'^"t  Chambord?" 

asked    he,  m  a  vo.ce  as  sweet  as  the  Lost  Chord. 

leathX"''*'"'''^°'"-''''."ft-S  my  black 
^  Then,  arc  you  too  busy  to  6ome  with  us  ?  " 
No  „,ss,  not  at  all,  if  I  can  be  of  any  service." 

-;"U°^i^z;s-utot":,re^.""-- 

a  morsel  of  innocent,  kittenish  c4uetr?  fn  tS  Ts 

ihe'soT^'itrrn'  ^"'  ''— 'f  "'-^s  anX  of 
the  sort,  its  wholly  unconscious.  But  it's  the  m„.» 
adorawe  type  of  girl  who  fl.rts  a  little  with  ev"^ 

Know  It     I   take  no  flattering  unction  to  myself  as 
eavrme  ''r"''^'^"  '  '""''""^  -ponded'th^  i 
SI  «  l'^         '"  '°  ""^^^  "^^  °f  ^"<=h  small  know 
itrin^T  r^"'"^:''  '"'  ""^  ^"'^f"'  '-  her  for  no. 

srr  tir^trzin;^?  -rr  ^t 
Str^krrii^—^'^::^ 

took  notice  of  me  until  1  was  want"^  '^'      '  "°  ""' 
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That  time  came,  when  we'd  wound  round  the  path 
under  the  commanding  old  Chateau,  with  its  long 
lines  of  windows,  and  reached  the  exquisite  Gothic 
doorway.  From  that  moment  it  was  the  Chambord 
business  over  again ;  and  I  thanked  my  foresight 
for  having  stopped  out  of  my  bed  half  the  night, 
fagging  up  all  the  historical  details  I'd  forgotten. 
These  I  trotted  out  with  a  naturalistic  air  of  having 
been  brought  up  on  them  since  earliest  infancy. 

Miss  Randolph  chatters  pretty  American  French, 
but  doesn't  understand  as  much  as  she  speaks  when 
it's  reeled  off  by  the  yard,  so  to  say ;  therefore  my 
explanations  in  English  were  more  profitable  than 
the  French  of  the  official  guide,  who  fell  into  the 
background.  My  delightful  American  maiden  has 
never  travelled  abroad  before,  and  she  brings  with 
her  a  fresh  eagerness  for  all  the  old  things  that  are 
so  new  to  her.  It  is  a  constant  joy  even  for  poor 
handicapped  Brown  to  go  about  with  her,  finding 
how  invariably  she  seizes  on  the  right  thing,  which 
she  knows  by  instinct  rather  than  cultivation — though 
she's  evidently  what  she  would  call  a  "  college  girl." 

I  halted  my  little  party  before  the  Louis  the 
Twelfth  gateway,  made  them  admire  the  equestrian 
statue  of  the  good  King,  drew  their  attention  to  the 
beautiful  chimneys  and  the  adornments  of  the  roof, 
with  the  agreeable  porcupine  of  Louis,  the  mild 
ermine  and  the  constantly  recurring  festooned  rope 
of  that  important  lady,  Anne  of  Brittany.  Then  I 
led  them  inside,  rejoicing  in  Talleyrand's  air  of 
resentful  remoteness  from  my  guidance.  I  scored, 
too,  in  his  superficial  knowledge  of  English.     In  the 
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midst  of  my  ciceronage,  however.  I  thought  of  you 
and  how  we  had  discussed  plans  of  this   txn  to 

fhe  CM.  """^  ^'^  '°°''^  f°--d  part  ukriy  to 
the  Chateaux;  and  as  youve  urged  me  to  paTnt  fo? 
you  what  you  can't  see  (this  time),  your  blood  be 
on  your  own  head  if  I  bore  you 

r  Jr  7"'*?  ^  ^"PPy  '"  *e  courtyard  of  the 
Chateau,  for  it  would  be  to  your  mind  as  to  min. 

Tton  olir: ,''"'''''''  '^^"^'  -"'e^^  rr; 

a  sort  of  object  lesson  in  French  architecture  and 

MISS  Randolph  looked  up  at  that  perfect,  open  stair 
ca^    bewildermg  in  its  carved,  f^ntast,;  Lu  y 
wasn  t  surpnsed  to  have  her  ask  if  she  were  dream 
mg  It.  or  .f  we  saw  it  too.     "Ifs  lace,  stone  lace" 

for  the  windows,  the  sculptured  cornices    the  e! 
we  and  ingenious  perfection  of  the  in^U^" 

toIook°a"t!'''lr^T'"'"J  """^^  ^'"^  this  staircase 
TO  looK  at !    she  exclaimed.    '■  It  didn't  seem  to  u, 

any  effect  on  Catherine  de  Medicfs'  soSl ;  but  the„  I 

moTof  trt£:  "t-   ''''  ''''  topped  irl 
most  of  the  time,  making  up  poisons.      I'm  sorrv 

o  s  nf^'" 'r:'^'  ^T"'  *^  ^'^^*  •'^^  ^  "^- 

riZ  ?    ;  ^"  ''*°  '=°"''^    ''""d    this  had  a 

nght  to  J^^e  anything  he  liked,  or  </.  anything  he 

And  you  should  have  seen  her  stare  when  Tallev 
rand  best    ,ed  an  enthusiastic   •  6W.  Zj^u^^. 

dot   VT^  "^  "^"  "^^^^'y^^d'  ^°'  ^hich  Gaston 
dOi  leans    bad    taste    and    foolish   e.xtravagance  i^ 
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responsible  — a  thing   not   to   be   named   with   the 
joyous  Renaissance  facade  of  Francis. 

When  Miss  Randolph  could  be  torn  away,  we 
went  inside,  and  throwing  off  self-consciousness  in 
the  good  cause,  I  flung  myself  into  the  drama  of 
the  Guise  murder.  Little  did  I  know  what  I  was 
letting  myself  in  for.  My  one  desire  was  to  interest 
Miss  Randolph,  and  (incidentally,  perhaps)  show  her 
what  a  clever  chap  she  had  got  for  a  chauffeur— 
though  he  wasn't  a  gentleman,  and  Talleyrand  was. 

I  pointed  from  a  window  to  the  spot  where  stands 
the  house  from  which  the  Due  de  Guise  was  decoyed 
from  the  arms  of  his  mistress  ;  showed  where  he 
stood  impatiently  leaning  against  the  tall  mantel- 
piece, waiting  his  audience  with  Henri  the  Third  ; 
pointed  to  the  threshold  of  the  Vieux  Cabinet  where 
he  was  stabbed  in  the  back  as  he  lifted  the  arras; 
told  how  he  ran,  crying  "li  mot!"  and  where  he 
fell  at  last  to  die,  bleeding  from  more  than  forty 
wounds,  given  by  the  Forty  Gentlemen  of  the  Plot ; 
showed  the  little  oratory  in  which,  while  the  murder- 
ous work  went  on,  two  monks  gabbled  prayers  for 
its  successful  issue. 

I  got  quite  interested  in  ray  own  harangue,  in- 
spired by  those  stars  Miss  Randolph  has  for  eyes, 
and  didn't  notice  that  my  audience  had  increased, 
until,  at  this  point,  I  suddenly  heard  a  shocked  echo 
of  Aunt  Mary's  "Oh!"  of  horror,  murmured  in  - 
strange  voice,  close  to  my  shoulder.  Then  I  lookt 
round  and  saw  a  man  and  a  girl,  who  were  evidently 
hanging  on  my  words. 

The  man  was  the  type  one  sees  on  advertisements 
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"  depUittkKrsi""'  ^°'"  ^""  ^°''  --^ 

pa-ied    by   The  See    Jr.,  °I''  "  ""^*'  ^'^«=°'"- 
chin  beard,  and  Ws  ke^J  k  ,  I    .?  "PP^""  '">'  ^is 

figure,  well  shownTff  by  T  So  eLh  ?"!!""  '  ""'= 
bably  boutrht  at  thp  J.  u  ^'^''"'"^'e  dress  pro- 

she  had  bS  int  bvS  ^P  '■"  ''""^'  y""  '■«" 
school  for  "thrdaulirs  of  nob."''  '°  ^  '°^''''"^- 
men";  no  expense  "far^d   °' "°'"^'"^"  '-'^  gentle- 

I-:^^ttdS-i::^ll^- land  When 
;o.ro..,,,3hed..    BulLtL'Sr^Srwt 

ably  solid  hat  to''th?,alV^':"f  "fpe'the"^"'- 
object  on  to  me  anH  r^„  j       ■  P*  '"^"^c  s  no 

vei^  intelligent  guMer^t"','"  "?"''"^  '°  "^''^ 
it  doesn't  seem  to  to, kh/  T^  ^'^"''^'  ^"' 
Parisian  for  bToI  b  t  Lnvhn  '  '^'  ^''""^^  "'^  '°° 
us  understand  a  l^d  the'SlIVuid''"'-:''^^^  °^ 
took  the  liberty  of  ioiniL  J  ^  ^  '^"^'  -"^  «« 
deal  of  pleasure'^a";  St?  ""  '°  ^°"'  ^^'■"'  ^  great 
He  had  a  sort  of  engaging  ingenuousness,  „.ixed 
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with  shrewdness  of  the  provincial  order,  and  I  could 
sec  that  he  appealed  to  my  American  girl,  though 
I  don't  think  she  cottoned  to  the  daughter.  She 
smiled  at  the  papa,  as  if  for  the  sake  of  her  own ; 
and  in  a  few  pretty  words  practically  made  him  a 
present  of  me,  that  is,  she  offered  to  let  him  share  me 
for  the  rest  of  the  tour  round  the  Chateau.  I  was  not 
sorry,  as  I  hoped  that  the  daughter  might  occupy  the 
attention  of  Monsieur  Talleyrand ;  and  as,  under 
these  new  conditions,  we  continued  our  explorations, 
I  adroitly  contrived  to  divide  off  the  party  as  follows: 
Miss  Randolph,  the  Lancashire  man  (his  accent  had 
placed  him  in  my  mind),  and  myself;  Aunt  Mary, 
the  new  girl,  and  our  gentleman  of  the  eyelashes. 
This  arrangement  was  satisfactory  to  me  and  the 
old  man,  whether  it  was  to  anybody  else  or  not ;  and 
so  grouped,  we  went  through  the  apartments  of 
Catherine  de  Medicis  (Aunt  Mary  pronounced  "those 
little  poison  cupboards  of  hers  vurry  cunning;  so  cute 
of  her  to  keep  changing  them  around  all  the  time  I "), 
and  out  on  the  splendid  balconies. 

The  Lancashire  man,  thanks  to  Miss  Randolph's 
permission,  made  himself  quite  at  home  with  me, 
bombarding  me  with  historical  questions.  But  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  puzzled  as  to  my  status. 

"  You  are  a  first-rate  lecturer,"  said  he.  "  I  suppose 
that's  your  profession  ?  " 

"  Not  entirely,"  said  I,  with  a  glance  at  Miss  Ran- 
dolph ;  but  she  was  enjoying  the  joke,  and  not 
minded  to  enlighten  him.  Probably  he  supposed 
that  leather  jacket  and  leggings  was  the  regulation 
costume  of  a  lecturing  guide. 
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the"  four  r"  ""'^"  '^  *^'  '^^•"  "^  ""J-'«^'  "  -  "y 

playing  up  for  the  amusement  of  my  lady 

He  scratched   his    chin    reflectively.      "Baedeker 
recommends  several  of  these  old  castL  in  thTpa 
of  the  country."  said  he.     "  Do  you  know  'em  all  ?  " 
I  answered  that  I  had  visited  them. 
"  All  as  interesting  as  this  ?  " 
"  Quite,  in  diflerent  ways." 
"  H'm  I     Do  you  speak  French  ?  ' 
"  Fairly,"  I  modestly  responded 
"Well,  if  this  young  lad>-  hasn't  engaged  you  for 
too  long  ahead.  I  should  hke  to  talk  to  you  abou 
gomg  on  with  us.     I  didn't  think  I  should  "are  to 

til  T"T  ^"'  '^  "'^'P  ''•'*=  y°"  *°"W  add  a  good 
deal  to  the  pleasure  of  a  trip.  Seems  to  me  you  are 
a  sort  of  walking  encyclopedia.    I  would  pL  you 

whatever  you  asked,  in  reason "  *^  ^ 

"And,  oh  papa,  he  might  go  on  with  us  all  the  way 
to  Cannes!     chipped  in  the  daughter,  which  was  my 

foSe^  tLTfor"  T  ''''  "^!.  "^'^"'"^-  »"*  ^he  h"d 
jomed  the  forward  group,  and  the  words  addressed  to 

Pa  were  apparently  spoken  at  me.  I  dared  not  look 
at  M,ss  Randolph,  but  I  hoped  that  a  background  of 
other  peoples  approval  might  set  me  off  well  in  '  r 
eyes, 

I  was  collecting  my  wits  for  an  adequate  answer 

when  she  relieved  me  of  the  responsibi'ty.     I  mS 

tTcaZj''    ^"^^^'    "P    ''^   young^lady'fit' 

-  I'm  afraid  I  must  disappoint  you,"  she  replied  for 


m 


Iti 


66    THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

her  chauffeur.  "  He  is  engaged  to  me.  I  mean " 
(and  she  blushed  divinely)  "  he  is  under  engagement 
to  remain  with  my  aunt  and  myself  for  some  time. 
We  are  making  a  tour  on  an  automobile." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon,  I'm  sure,"  said  the  old  fellow, 
as  the  American  and  the  English  girl  eyed  each 
other — or  each  other's  dresses.  "  I  didn't  understand 
the  arrangement.  When  you  are  free,  though,"  he 
went  on,  turning  to  me, "  you  might  just  let  me  know. 
We're  thinking  of  travelling  about  for  some  time, 
and  I've  taken  a  liking  to  your  ways.  I'm  at  the 
Grand  here  at  Blois  for  the  day,  then  we  go  on  to 
Tours,  and  so  by  easy  stages  to  the  Riviera.  At 
Cannes  we  shall  settle  down  for  a  bit,  as  we  have 
friends  who  are  expecting  us  to  meet  them  there. 
But  I'll  give  you  my  card,  with  my  home  address 
on  it,  and  a  letter,  or,  better  still,  a  wire,  would 
be  forwarded."  He  then  thanked  Miss  Randolph 
for  me,  thanked  me  for  myself,  and,  with  a  last 
flourish  of  trumpets,  handed  me  his  card. 

By  this  time  we  had  "done"  the  castle,  as  con- 
scientious  Aunt  Mary  would  say,  and  were  leaving. 
All  exchanged  bows  (Miss  Randolph's  and  the 
Lancashire  girl's  expressive  of  armed  neutrality) 
and  parted.  I  thereupon  glanced  at  the  card  and 
got  a  sensation. 

"  Mr.  Jabez  Barrow,  Edenholme  Hall,  Liverpool," 
was  what  I  read.  That  conveys  little  to  you,  though 
as  an  address  it  has  suggestive  charm,  but  to  me 
it  meant  nothing  less  than  a  complication.  Queer, 
what  a  little  place  the  world  is  I  To  make  clear  the 
situation  I  need  only  say,  "  The  Cotton  King."    Yes, 
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that's  it;  you've  guessed  it.     These  Barrows  are  my 
mother's    newest   pr,Ug/s.     Jabez    Harrow    is    the 
quaint,   original   old    man "  she  is   so  anxious  for 
me  to  meet.  and.  indeed,  Yv .  made  arrangements  that 
\  should  m^t     Miss  n,  ,,.,w  is  the.  "beautiful  girl 
w.th  wonderful  eyes  an.i  s„tl,  chn,..vn,'  ways'^vho 
m  my  dear  mother's    ...m.o.,,  ..^uM  Le' so  desirable 
as  a  daughter..n-la^v.    j  la.)  n.-t  yr„r  d,  .:•.. ,rs  knocked 
our  plans   on   the  head    you  x\ou!fl   ;,:,ve  had   the 
pleasure  of  being    mtroducd    in    my   company  to 
the  heiress,  when  I  s.ioui.:  \r....,  made  you  a  present 
of  my  chance  to  add  to  yo„r  ov,n.     As  it  is-uoll 
I  dont   quite   see   that   anj-  b„lher  can   come  out 
of  this  coincidence,  but  I  must  keep  a  sharp  look- 
out for  myself.     I  saw  no  Kodak  in  the  hands  of 
the  gilded  ones,  or-by-and-by-my  mother  mi.ht 
receive    a    shock.      But    perhaps    they    may    ha^e 
possessed  and  concealed  it. 

Into  the  midst  of  my  broodings  over  the  card 
broke  the  voice  of  Miss  Randolph,  in  whose  wake 
I  was  now  following  down  the  picturesque  old  street 
to  the  hotel.  Talleyrand  was  in  attendance  again,  and 
she  had  merely  to  say  that  the  car  was  to  be  ready 
to  start  for  Amboise  after  luncheon.  Accordin-ly  I 
stepped  over  to  my  own  private  lair,  told  Almond  to 
get  off  at  once  with  my  Napier  to  Amboise,  puttinc 
up  at  a  hotel  I  named  and  awaiting  instructions 

Have  you  begun  to  think  there's  to  be  no  end 
to  this  letter?  Well,  I  shall  try  to  whet  your 
cunosity  for  what's  still  to  come  by  saying  that 
I  have  availed  myself  of  a  strange  blank  interval  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  for  the  wriUng  of  it,  and 
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that  dawn  can't  now  be  far  off.  When  it  breaks,  this 
adventure  of  mine  will  have  reached  a  crisis— a  dis- 
tinctly new  development    But  enough  of  hints. 

This  country  of  the  Loirs  is  exquisite ;  it  hai  buth 
grandeur  and  simple  beauty,  and  the  road  winding 
sj  above  the  river  is  practically  level  and  in  splendid 

■  condition;  ideal  for  motors  and  "hay-motors."     The 

distance  between  the  good  town  of  Blois  and  Amboise 
is  less  than  twenty  miles.  Any  decent-minded  motor 
would  whistle  along  from  the  great  grey  Chateau 
to  the  brilliant  cream-white  one  under  the  hour,  but 
that  isn't  the  way  of  our  Demon. 

Miss  Randolph  once  said  that  owning  a  motor-car 
was  like  having  a  half-tamed  dragon  in  the  family. 
She  is  quite  right  about  Jur  motor-car,  poor  child ! 
The  Demon  had  been  behaving  somewhat  less 
fiendishly  of  late,  and  I  had  hopei  a  successful 
run  to  Amboise,  which  1  particularly  desired,  as 
Eyelashes  was  to  accompany  us  with  his  Pieper. 
But  this  good  conduct  had  been  no  <iorc  than  a 
trick. 

The  luggage  was  loaded  up;  Talleyrand  was 
making  himself  officious  about  helping  the  ladies, 
who  were  in  the  courtyard  ready  to  mount,  when 

the  motor  took  it  into  its  vile  head  not  to  start 

a  little  attack  of  faintness,  owing  to  the  petrol 
being  cold  perhaps.  Of  course,  there  was  the  usual 
crowd  of  hotel  servants  and  loafers  to  see  us  off, 
and  beyond,  standing  as  interested  spectators  on 
I :    I  r  the  steps,  who  but  Jabez  Barrow  and  his  handsome 

1 '     *  daughter. 

I  tell  you  the  perspiration  decorated  my  forehead 
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in  beads  when  I'd  made  a  dozen  fruitless  efforts  to 
start  that  family  dragon.  Eyelashes  maddening  me 
the  Willie  with  a  series  of  idiotic  suggestions.  Even 
Miss  Randolph  began  to  get  a  little  nervous,  and 
called  out  to  me.  "What  can  be  the  matter,  Brown? 
I  thought  you  were  such  a  strong  man  too.  Do  let 
Monsieur  Talleyrand  try.  as  he's  an  expert" 

I  could  see  Eyelashes  didn't  like  that  suggestion 
a  little  bit,  consequently  I  welcomed  it     It's  very 
well  to  dance  about  and  give  advice,  quite  another 
thing  to  do  the  work  yourself;  but  I  gleefully  stood 
aside  while  he  grasped  the  starting-handle.     It  takes 
both  strength  and  knack  to  start  that  car.  and  he 
had   neither.    At  first  he  couldn't  get  the  handle 
round  against  the  compression ;  then,  exerting  him- 
self   further,  there   came  a   terrific  back-fire —the 
handle  flew   round,  knocked  him  off  his  feet    and 
sent  him  staggering,  very  pale,  into  the  arms  of  a 
white-aproned  waiter.     I  couldn't  help  grinning,  and 
I  fancy  Miss  Randolph  hid  a  smile  behind  her  hand- 
Kerchief 

Eyelashes  was  furious.  "It  is  a  horror,  that 
Cerman  machine  I"  he  cried.  "Such  a  thing  has 
no  right  to  exist  Look  at  mine!"  He  darted  to 
his  Pieper.  gave  one  twist  of  the  handle,  and 
the  motor  instantly  leaped  into  life.  Everyone 
murmured  approval  at  this  demonstration  of  the 
superiority  of  France,  or  rather.  Belgium,  to  Germany; 
but  next  moment  I  had  got  our  motor  to  start  The 
ladies  dubiously  took  their  places,  and  under  the 
critical  dark  eyes  of  Miss  Barrow  I  steered  out  into 
the  Greets  of  Blois. 
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I  will  spare  you  the  detailed  horrors  of  the  next 
few  hours.    It  seemed  to  me  that  to  keep  that  car 
going  one  must  have  the  agility  of  a  monkey,  the 
strength   of  a  Sandow,  and   the  resourcefulness  of 
a  Sherlock  Holmes.     Almost  everything  went  wrong 
that  could  go  wrong.     Both   chains  snapped— that 
was  trifling  except  for  the  waste  of  time,  but  finally 
the  exhaust-valve  spring  broke.     It  was  getting  dusk 
by  this  time,  and  to  replace   that  spring  was  one 
of  the  grisliest  of  my  automobile  experiences.    To 
get  at  it  I  had  to  lift  off  all  the  upper  bod         the 
car  and  take  out  both  the   inlet  and  the  exhaust 
valves.     As  darkness  came  on,  Miss  Randolph  (who 
took  it  all  splendidly  and  laughed  at  our  misfortunes) 
held  a  lamp  while  I  wrestled  with  the  spring  and 
valves.     The  Frenchman,  who  had  kept  close  to  us 
on  his  irritatingly  perfect  little  Pieper,  I  simply  used 
as  a  labourer,  ordering  him  about  as  I  pleased— my 
one  satisfaction.     After  an  hour's  work  (much  01  the 
time  on    my  back   under  the  car,  with  green   oil 
dripping  into  my  hair!)  I  got  the  new  spring  on 
and  we  could  start  again.     Then— horror  on  horror's 
head  I— we  had  not  gone  two  miles  before  I  heard 
a  strange  clack  !  clack  !  and  looking  behind,  saw  that 
one  of  the  back  tyres  was  loose,  hanging  to  the  wheel 
m  a  kind  of  festoon,  like  a  fat  worm. 

It  was  eight  o'clock  ;  we  had  lunched  at  one ;  the 
night  was  dark;  we  were  still  miles  short  of  Amboise- 
if  the  tyre  came  right  off,  it  would  be  awkward  to 
run  on  the  rim.  I  explained  this,  suggesting  that 
we  should  leave  the  car  for  the  night  at  a  farmhouse 
which  presumably  existed  behind  a  high,  glimmering 
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white  wall  near  which  we  happened  to  halt,  and  try 
to  get  a  conveyance  of  some  sort  to  drive  on  to 
Amboise. 

But  1  had  calculated  without  Eyelashes.    Instantly 
he  saw  his  chance,  and  seized  it     Figuratively  he 
la.d  his  P.eper  at  the  ladies'  feet.     To  be  sure,  it  was 
built  for  only  two,  but  the  seat  was  very  wide ;  there 
was  plenty  of  room  ;  he  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
whirl   them   off  to  the   most  comfortable   hotel   at 
Amboise,  which  could  be  reached  in  no  time     As 
for  the  chauffeur,  he  could  be  left  to  look  after  the  car 
The  chauffeur,  however,  did  not   see  this  in  the 
same  light.     Not  that  he  minded  the  slight  hardship 
If  any,  but  to  see  his  liege  lady  whisked  off  from 
under  his  eyes  by  the  villain  of  the  piece  was  too 
.much. 

Think  how  you  would  have  felt  in  my  place.  But 
the  hideous  part  was  that,  like  "  A  "  in  a  "  Vanity 
Fair  ■■  Hard  Case,  I  could  do  nothing.  The  proposal 
was  vexatiously  sensible,  and  1  had  to  stand  swallow- 
ing my  objections  while  Miss  Randolph  and  her  aunt 
decided. 

I  saw  her  move  a  step  or  two  towards  the  Pieper 
silently,  rather  gloomily,  but  Aunt  Mary  was  grimly 
alert.  Eyelashes  had,  I  had  learned  through  snatches 
of  conversation  on  board  the  car,  been  tactful  enough 
to  present  Aunt  Mary  with  a  little  brooch  and  a 
couple  of  hat-pins  of  the  charm ing/;«-f««  made  by  a 
famous  man  in  Blois.  Intrinsically  of  no  great  value 
they  rejoiced  in  ermine  and  porcupine  crests,  with 
exquisitely  coloured  backgrounds,  and  the  guileless 
ladys  heart  had   been  completely  won.     She  now 
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emphatically  voted  for  the  Frenchman  and  his  car. 
But  I  have  already  noted  a  little  peculiarity  of  Miss 
Randolph's,  which  I  have  also  observed  in  other  de- 
lightful girls,  though  none  as  delightful  as  she.  If 
a  she  is  undecided  about  a  thing,  and  somebody  else 
takes  it  for  granted  she  is  going  to  do  it,  she  is  im- 
mediately certain  that  she  never  contemplated  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

This  welcome  idiosyncrasy  now  proved  my  friend. 
"Why,  Aunt  Mary,"  she  exclaimed,  "you  wouldn't 
have  me  go  off  and  desert  my  own  car,  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  too  ?  I  couldn't  think  of  such  a  thing. 
You  can  go  with  Monsieur  Talleyrand,  if  you  want 
to,  but  I  shall  stay  here  till  everything  is  settled." 

I  was  really  sorry  for  Aunt  Mary.  She  was  almost 
ready  to  cry. 

"You  know  perfectly  well  I  shouldn't  dream  of 
leaving  you  here,  perhaps  to  be  murdered,"  whimpered 
she.     "  Where  you  stay,  1  stay." 

She  had  the  air  of  an  elderly  female  Casablanca. 

As  for  Miss  Randolph,  I  adored  her  when  she 
bade  me  go  with  her  to  investigate  what  lay  behind 
the  wall,  and  told  Talleyrand  off  for  sentinel  duty 
over  Aunt  Mary  and  the  car  in  the  road. 

At  first  sight  the  wall  seemed  a  blank  one,  but  I 
found  a  large  gate,  pushed  it  open,  and  we  walked 
into  the  darkness  of  a  great  farmyard.  Not  a 
glimmer  showed  the  position  of  the  house,  but  a 
clatter  of  hoofs  and  a  chink  of  light  guided  us 
towards  a  stable,  where  a  giant  man  with  aquiline 
face  was  rubbing  down  a  rusty  and  aged  horse.  He 
started  and  fixed  a  suspicious  stare  on  me,  and  I 
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dnve  us  anywhere.  His  old  mare  had  cast  a  shS  on 
her  way  home  just  now;  he  would  not  take  hTout 
agam.  Could  he,  then,  Miss  Randolph  asked  ^e 
us  rooms  for  the  night,  and  food?  is  to  thlt  h^ 
was  not  sure,  but  would  consult  his  wife  He  t  amped 
bef^e  us  to  the  big  dark  house,  put  down  his  ant'en 
in  tiie  hall  opened  a  door,  and  ushered  us  into  a 
dark  room,  following  and  closing  the  door  Sn6 

from  the  mTdt"of  it  c'Ll'^^^l^Z^rort.^ 
«ng  and  bleating  which  for  the  ll  of  "  1  J^^u'l 
understand.     I  fdt  Miss  R^nL    t  j  couldn't 

;r  <x,        ..    .•  Kandolph  draw  near  me  as 

Ini  P;°*f' °":  then  with  the  scratch  of  a  match 
TlL  "'  ''r  '  '^"'P  •^■''^h  'he  farmer  was 
sLS^br.V'T'''  ""=  ""^«  °f  "''^  --■■■d  sounds 
StnlSrrn  TndXtf  :JS;  °'^s^.— • 
her  palsied  head  from  side  to  si^e  she    ahf^"!?^'"? 

hrfptitfTs-  *°  ^-'^^  t-jaCredt 

tnis  piague  of  darkness  doubtless  frnrr,   ™   *•  , 

economy.  """Dtiess  irom  motives  of 

The  farmer's  wife  appeared,  and  after  much  dis 
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in  half  an  hour,  but  we  were  not  to  expect  the 
luxuries  of  a  hotel. 

The  farmer  and  I  carried  the  ladies'  hand-luggage 
upstairs  into  a  mysterious  dim  region,  where  all  was 
clean  and  cold.  I  had  a  flickering,  candle-lit  vision  of 
a  big  white  room,  with  an  enormously  high  bedstead, 
bare  floor,  a  rug  or  two,  a  chair  or  two,  a  shrine,  and 
a  washhand-stand  with  a  knitted  cover,  one  basin  the 
size  of  a  porridge-bowl  containing  a  thing  like  a  milk- 
jug.  Then  i  set  down  my  burden  and  departed  to 
wheel  the  great  helpless  car  into  the  farmyard,  and 
wash  my  hands  with  Hudson's  soap  in  a  trough  under 
a  pump  outside  the  kitchen. 

Meanwhile  preparations  for  supper  went  on,  and 
as  I  was  hungrily  hoping  for  scraps  when  my  betters 
J  should  have  finished,  who  should  pop  out  but  that 

.  *  Angel  to  say  that  supper  was  ready,  and  would  I  eat 

with  them  I  I  had  been  working  so  hard  and  must 
be  starved.  If  she  had  guessed  how  I  longed  to  kiss 
her  she  would  have  run  away  indoors  much  faster 
than  she  did. 

There  was  soup,  chicken,  an  omelette,  and  cheese. 
Trust  a  Frenchwoman^ven  the  humblest — to  turn 
out  an  excellent  meal  on  the  shortest  notice.  Miss 
Randolph  smiled  and  beamed  on  them,  so  that  in 
five  minutes  the  farmer  and  his  wife  were  her  willing 
slaves.  She  was  delighted  with  the  "  adventure,"  as 
she  called  it,  declaring  that  the  whole  thing  would  be 
the  greatest  fun  in  the  world.  She  was  glad  that  the 
horrid  tyre  had  come  off,  as  it  gave  her  the  chance, 
which  she  would  never  have  had  otherwise,  of  study- 
ing French  peasant  life  at  first  hand.     Aunt  Mary 
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pctuous    neie      the    ?Z'"'^"'\'"«de  by  her  i„,. 

H>«  German  car  Zat't^jf'    f^,^    P-''^'' 
Talleyrand  was   fussy  about   .1^^  ^^^  "'    '""* 

for  his  smart  PiepLr  ar 7^     ^  "'"^   P'""?"''  =°^" 
had  housed  it  inT^^tir::  thf  Sj"' "  ^" 

w.f:;i;:''aLrx:it„r  ? 
Id" ""'-  --  p'-  --  had^nrijire 

an7;:2e;t::;t;r:r  -fz^^-  '^•"-^^  ■•". 

believe  i,  duringsupper    Z  fel^%    ^l  y^" 
mean-had    had   th/  ,  ,:.  '^"°w— Eyelashes,  I 

Randolph  that  shflstn'''  '°   "^^=  "P°"    M'„ 
his  carl  ™"*'  """^  ~"«""e  the  tour  on 

I  was  smoking  and  fuming  in  the  dark  in  , 
down  by  the  eatewav  «,!,-„  1  u  7  ' '"  *  *=°«™' 
(I  suppose  itl  Ss  ''Td  ,  ''""'•"P''"'''"'' 
Pole  as  hers),  and  defeated  ,n  "  "'  '^^  ^°«^ 
meant  Miss  Randolph  1h^  '^°^  ''^'''^  '  ^^^ 
her  distinctly  now  for  shf  '^""^  "'=^'"-  ^  ^^'^ 
At  first  I  thouT'i^  ,     ,'  '^^'■'>'''"&  ^  'antem. 

wasn't  She  wtt  St  J2  r''".^  '°'  ™^-  ''"'  ^^^ 
glowering  at  Tfor  Tj\  V^"  '^'  ^""^  ^'0°^ 
lantern.  Then  she  100^^'  u""'"^  ^"  '^°-"  '^e 
of  her  dress  and  seemed  tTf.*"?  ""^  °'  "'^  '""'^^ 
"Oh,   you    wont  To    w    I  "  ^'"^  '^^^  h«"d- 

sardonLlly.^"You^°;,;°"*  >'°"'"  ^''^  '"^--d 
dropping  /our  ch:L  about  JuJ  t^".:  '"S^  ^"'  ^° 
t-^e  trouble  you  can,  don/yM°,Te:p'rrrom 
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getting  anywhere?  You  think  it's  enough  to  be 
beautiful,  »nd  you  can  be  as  much  of  a  beast  as  you 
like.  But  you're  not  beautiful.  You're  horrid,  and  I 
hate  you  I    Take  that ! " 

Up  went  the  Something  in  her  hand ;  it  glittered 
in  the  yellow  light  of  the  lantern.  If  you  will  believe 
it,  the  girl  had  l,  a  hatchet  and  was  chopping  at  the 
car.  Her  po^^i  vicious  little  stroke  did  no  great 
damage,  but  :«  chipped  off  a  big  flake  of  varnish 
and  left  a  white  gash. 

"  Oh  I "  she  exclaimed,  as  if  it  had  hurt  her  and 
not  her  great  lumbering  dragon.     "  Oh,  you  deserve 

it,  you  know,  and  a  lot  more.    But — but "  and 

she  gave  a  little  gurgling  sigh. 

I  had  been  on  the  point  of  bursting  out  with 
uncontrollable  laughter,  but  suddenly  I  ceased  to 
find  the  thing  funny.  I  couldn't  lurk  in  ambush  and 
hear  any  more;  I  couldn't  sneak  away — even  to 
spare  her  feelings— and  leave  her  there  to  cry,  for 
I  felt  she  was  goinj;  to  ciy.  So  I  came  out  into  the 
circle  of  lantern-light,  ihaking  the  tobacco  from  my 
pipe. 

"  Why,  Brown,  is  thil  you  ?  "  she  quavered.  •*  I- 
I  didn't  want  anyone  to  sec  me,  and  I  wasn't  ctying 
about  the  car,  but  just  Because— hccansc  of  every- 
thing. I  found  that  hatchet,  and— I  couldn't  help  it 
I'm  sorry  now,  though.  It  wa3  mean  of  me  to  hit 
a  thing  when  it's  down,  even  if  it  is  a  Beast  It 
does  deserve  to  be  killed,  though.  Ifs  simply  n* 
use  trying  to  go  on  with  such  a  thin^r — is  it  i  " 

Because  of  the  Plan  in  my  mind  I  replird  j>»uoj»<'» 
that  the  prospect  was  rather  discouraging. 
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-Discouraging  I  If »  impossible  I "  slie  cried    T™ 

ask  poppa  to  buy  me  another;  it's  too  ridiculous 
So  there's  nothing  left  except  to  go  on  by  raTn 
everywhere,  unless-you  heard  how  kind  Mons.W 

bciLt.  t„  rJ'^*^'  '  '''""^^'  '  ^^-  ^hat  she  wa. 
b^inn  ng  to  look  enigmatic,  but  I  couldn't  trust  my 
eyes  at  this  moment     There  were  a   cn«^ 
stars  floating  before  them-n:t;rvenn"'k!:j 
I  should  have  liked  to  make  Talleyrand  see. 

Ves    miss.  I   heard,"  I   said   brutally,  "and    of 

ti^lch'f  Ju  •  **"=  gentleman  who  went  round 
the  Chateau  w.th  us  to-day.  that  I  was  free  to  take 
an  engagement  with  him  and  his  daughter  " 

She  turned  on  me  like  a  flash.  <•  Oh,  is  iAat  what 
you  are  thinking  of?  Well-certainly  you  I' 
consider  yourself  free-^../«,/^  free.  You  are  under 
no  contract  Gol  go  to-morrow-or  even  to  nS[ 
'  y°"  ">«h;  Leave  me  here  with  my  car.  i  S, 
go  teck  to  Paris,  or-or  somewhere." 

genSemLr? sir"  ""'^  ^°'"^°"  ^'^  *^^  ^--'^ 

anlountrir    ""'"'   "'   '"'"^  "'••   *"''"•"  ^'^ 
"  You  said " 

"I  said  he  invitea  me.     I  never  said  I  meant  to 

whL  him  tI'^"  "''  ''■  ^°'  '  ^''-'d  .rgoing 
with  h,m.  There  would  be  no  fun  in  that  at  alf 
I  want  my  own  car  or  none.  But  that  need  not 
matter  to  you.    Go  with  jour  Barrows." 
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"Begging  your  pardon,  miss,  I  don't  want  to  go 
with  any  Barrows." 

"  But  you  said " 

"  If  you  wished  to  get  rid  of  me ' 

"/  wish  'to  get  rid  of  you!  I  don't  repudiate 
my — business  arrangements  in  that  way." 

"May  I  stop  on  with  you,  then, miss?"  I  pleaded  at 
my  meekest  "  I'll  try  and  do  the  best  I  can  about 
the  car." 

"  Oh,  do  you  realfy  think  there's  any  hope  ?  "  She 
clasped  her  hands  and  looked  at  me  as  if  I  were 
an  oracle.  Her  eyelashes  are  very  long.  I  wonder 
why  they  are  so  charming  on  her  and  so  abominable 
on  a  Frenchman  ? 

"  I've  got  an  idea  in  my  mind,  miss,"  said  I, "  that 
might  make  everything  all  right." 

"  Brown,"  said  she,  "  you  are  a  kind  of  leather 
angel." 

Then  we  both  laughed.  And  I  am  afraid  it 
occurred  to  her  that  the  ground  we  were  touching 
was  not  calculated  to  bear  a  lady  and  her  m/caniden, 
for  she  turned  and  ran  away. 

It  was  not  yet  ten  o'clock,  and  I  had  something 
better  to  do  than  crawl  into  the  bed  of  straw  that 
had  been  oflfered  me.  It  was  not  much  more  than 
ten  miles  to  AiT^boise,  and  opening  the  great  gate 
as  quietly  as  I  could,  I  stepped  out  upon  the  white 
road  and  set  off  briskly  for  the  town,  my  Plan  guiding 
me  like  a  big  bright  beacon. 

What  I  meant  to  do — what  I  am  meaning  and 
wanting  at  this  present  moment  to  do — is  this. 

Being  now  at  Amboise,  having  knocked    up  the 
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5«n  ^r"i  *"*  ^I'^Z'^' .'  **"  '*'  P°°'  «'<»  Almond 
sleep  the  sleep  of  the  just  until  the  earliest  crack 
of  dawn.  Then  I  shall  wake  him.  have  my  Napier 
got  «ady-if  that  hasn't  been  done  overnight-pay 

ilT:*!!^'  "^  "'I?  *'P  '"'°  •""  "°'  ""Willing  palm, 
pack  h,m  off  to  England,  home,  and  beauty  aftTr 
which  I  shall  romp  back  to  the  sleeping  f  Jmhou!e 
on  my  own  good  car.  «"inou.se 

My  story  to  Miss  Randolph  will  be  that  while  in 
BIo«  yesterday  I  heard  from  my  master  He  s 
c^W  back  to  England  in  a  greaf  hurry,  wanls  to 
leave  h.s  car.  and  would  be  delighted  to  let  it  out 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms  if  driven  by  a  good 
responsible  man-like  me.     I  suppose  I  fha/haVe 

l^me  glmf"^  '  '°"'^  "  '='y-°'  ^'>^'"  -P-' 
She  is  sure  to  snatch  at  a  chance,  as  a  drowning 
man  at  a  straw,  and  I  pat  myself  on  the  back  TZ 
msp,rat.on.  I  am  looking  forward  to  a  new  [e^s^ 
of  life  with  the  Napier. 

Ho^wthJ'pf""'  ^r"  ^'^'  ^  "'"^'  <=^»  Almond. 
How  the  Plan  works  out  you  shall  hear  in  my  next 
Au  rmotr,  then.  '^  ™*^ 

Your  more  than  ever  excited  friend, 
Jack  Winston. 
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MOLLY  RANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 


•     I- 


Amboisb, 

Decemier  Something-er-Ot^ 

Dear  old  Lamb, 

Did  you  know  that  you  were  the  papa  of  a 
chameleon?  An  eccentric  combination.  But  Aufct 
Mary  says  she  has  found  out  that  I  am  one — 
a  chameleon,  I  mean ;  but  I  don't  doubt  she  thinks 
me  an  "  eccentric  combination "  too.  And,  any- 
way, I  don't  see  how  I  can  help  being  changeable. 
Circumstances  and  motor-cars  rule  dispositions. 

I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  from  Blois,  but  little  did 
I  think  then — no,  that  isn't  the  way  to  begin.  I 
believe  my  starting-handle  must  have  gone  wrong, 
to  say  nothing  of  my  valves — I  mean  nerves. 

Last  night  we  broke  down  at  the  other  end  of 
nowhere,  and  rather  than  desert  Mr.  Micawber,  alias 
the  automobile,  I  decided  to  stop  till  next  morning 
at  a  wayside  farmhouse — the  sort  of  place,  as  AuAt 
Mary  said,  "  where  anything  might  happen." 

Of  course,  I  needn't  have  stayed.  The  French- 
man I  told  you  about  in  my  last  letter  offered  ta 
take  us  and  some  of  our  luggage  on  to  Amtjoise 
on  his  little  car;  but  I  didn't  feel  lik»  saying  "yes" 
to  that  proposal,  and  1  was  sony  foi  poor  hiowo, 
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who  had  worked  like  a  Trojan.  Besides,  to  stay 
was  an  adventure.  Monsieur  Talleyrand  stopped 
too,  and  we  had  quite  a  nice  supper  in  a  big  iarm 
kitchen,  but  not  as  big  as  the  room  which  the  people 
gave  Aunt  Mary  and  me— a  very  decent  room,  with 
two  funny  high  bods  in  it.  I  couldn't  sleep  much 
because  of  remorse  about  something  I  had  done 
I'm  ashamed  to  tell  you  what,  but  you  needn't 
worry,  for  it  only  concerns  the  car.  And  then 
I  didn't  know  in  the  least  how  we  were  to  get  on 
agam  next  day,  as  this  time  the  automobile  had 
taken  measures  to  secure  itself  a  good  long  rest. 

I'd  dropped  off  to  sleep  after  several  hours  of 
starmg  mto  the  dark  and  wondering  if  Brown  by 
some  inspiration  would  get  us  out  of  our  scrape 
when  a  hand,  trying  to  find  my  face,  woke  me  up' 
"  It  s  come  !  "  I  thought.  "  They're  going  to  murder 
us  '  And  I  was  just  on  the  point  of  shrieking  with 
all  my  might  to  Brown  to  save  me,  when  I  realised 
that  the  hand  was  Aunt  Mary's  ;  it  was  Aunt  Mary's 
voire  also  saying,  in  a  sharp  whisper,  "  What's  that? 
What's  that  ?  " 

"That,"  I  soon  discovered,  was  a  curious  sound 
which  I  suppose  had  roused  Aunt  Mary,  and  sent 
her  bounding  out  of  bed,  like  a  baseball,  in  her  old 
age.  I  forgot  to  tell  >ou  that  in  one  corner  of  our 
room,  behind  a  calico  curtain  was  a  queer,  low  green 
door,  which  we  had  wondered  at  and  tried  to  open 
but  found  locked.  Now  the  sound  was  coming  from' 
behmd  that  door.  It  was  a  scuffling  and  stumbling 
of  feet  and  a  creepy,  snorting  noise. 

Even   I  was  frightened,  but  it  wouldn't  do,  on 
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account  of  discipline,  to  let  Aunt   Mary  guess.     I 
just  sort   of  formed   a   hollow  square,  told   myself 
that  my  country  expected  me  to  do  my  duty,  jumped 
up,  found  matches,  lighted  our  one  candle,  and  with 
it  the  lamp  of  my  own  courage.     That  burned  so 
brightly,  I  had  presence  of  mind  to  take  the  key  out 
of  the  other  door  and  try  it  in  the  mysterious  green 
lock.     It  didn't  fit,  but  it  opened  the  door  ;  and  what 
do  you  think  was  on  the  other  side  ?     Why,  a  ladder- 
like stairway,  leadmg  down  into  darkness.     But  it 
was  only   the   darkness   of  the   family  stable    and 
instead    of   beholding    our    landlord    and    landlady 
digging  a  grave  for  us  in   a  business-like  manner 
as  Aunt  Mary  fully  expected,  we  saw  two  cows  and 
a  horse,  and  three  of  those  silly,  surprised-looking 
French  chickens  which   are  always   running  across 
roads  under  our  automobile's  nose. 

This  was  distinctly  a  relief     We  locked  the  door 
and  laid  ourselves  down  to  sleep  once  more.     But— 
for  me  — that  was   easier  said    than   done.     I   lay 
staring  into  blackness,  thinking  of  many  things,  until 
the  blackness  seemed  to  grow  faintly  pale,  the  way 
old  Mammy  Luke's  face  used  to  turn  ashy  when  she 
was  frightened  at  h^r  own  slave  stories,  which  she 
was  telling  me.     The  two  windows  took  form,  like 
grey  ghosts  floating  in  the  dark,  and  1  knew  dawn 
must  be  coming;    but   as    I   watched   the    squares 
growing  more  distinct,  so  that  I  was  sure  I  saw  and 
didn't  imagine  them,  a  light  sprang  up.     It  wasn't 
the   dawn-hght,   but    something  vivid   and   sudden 
I   was   bewildered,  for   I'd   been   in   a  dozy  mood. 
I  fl«w  up,  all  dared  and   stupid,  to  patter  acroH 
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Jkj^toM.  P=i.»d  n„,  „„  „y  p<,„  ,,„,^  ^^ 

a«  high      I    never  ?  u    P°P'^''  ="^  ^'-""^t 

d  voice  seemed  to  say  inside  of  me  "  Whv  ifo 
cat  that's  on  fire!"  '     "">y>'ts^^r 

In  half  a  second  I  was  snr^  ft,- 

black  smudge     but  ther°  '  "^-""'^  '"^'  ^  S^^^y 

iiiuuge,  Dut  there  was  no  time  to  thint  ,Ja 

^st  a  mere  outline),  how  lucky  it  was  Sar,iv 
=iutomobile  stood  in  the  conrtv^r'^  \  .  ""^ 
no  roof,  instead  of  being  .nth^trnPk  'm  "  "^' 
Talleyrand's.     And  I  knew  that  r'"      ?  ^°"''"" 

i;»i.»   f  V  matter,  -mlcss  they'd  seen  th» 

l«ht   f«,„    their  window..      It   WM   .uS  S^ 
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the  shut-up  house,  but  somehow  I  found  my  way 
downstairs,  and  to  the  door  by  which  v.e'd  all 
come  trooping  in  the  evening  before.  Nobody  had 
appeared  yet  (though  I  fancied  I  heard  Aunt  Mary's 
frantic  voice),  so  I  concluded  tha»  the  farmer  and 
his  wife  must  be  outside  in  the  fields  about  their 
day's  work,  for  these  French  peasants  rise  with  the 
dawn,  or  before  it. 

I  pulled  open  the  door,  and  the  light  of  the  fire 
struck  right  at  my  eyes,  which  had  got  used  to  the 
darkness  in  the  passage.  There  was  the  pillar  of 
fire,  as  bright  and  straight  and  amazingly  high  as 
ever,  not  a  trace  of  the  car  to  be  seen  in  the  midst ; 
but  silhouetted  against  the  yellow  screen  of  flame 
was  a  tall  black  figure  which  I  recognised  as  Brown's. 
He  was  standing  still,  looking  calmly  on,  actua/fy 
with  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  instead  of  trying  to 
put  out  the  fire,  and  I  was  dumb'bunded,  for  always 
befo's  he  had  shown  himself  so  resourceful 

I  stood  still,  too,  a  minute,  for  I  was  surprised. 
Aunt  Mary  was  having  hysterics  at  one  of  our 
windows  which  she'd  thrown  open;  and  Monsieur 
Talleyrand  had  come  close  behind  me,  it  seemed, 
though  I  didn't  know  that  then. 

I  heard  the  queer  clucking  and  roaring  of  the  fire 
which  was  drinking  gallons  of  petrol,  but  the  only 
thing  I  really  thought  of  was  Brown  with  his  hands 
in  his  pockets  while  my  car  was  burning  up.  I 
didn't  love  it— at  least  I  hadn't,  and  the  night  before 
I  had  behaved  to  it  not  at  all  in  a  gentlemanly 
manner,  but  I  couldn't  have  stood  by  like  that  to 
watch  it  die  without  moving  a  finger. 
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how  .«  ,ou  P     Anybody  .oj£^  ,  J^;„;™:- 

"And  he  is!-  cried  a  voice  in  French  at  my  back 

I    wa.  he  who  set  your  automobile  on  fir7madt 

moisele     I   myself,  who  tell  you.  saw  him  do  it" 

antTot  """'•'"'  ''''''  ^'""'^  MonsieuTrall  y. 
rand,  lookmg  very  picturesque  in  an  almost  theatrical 
fM//e,  w.th  the  firelight  shining  on  him  just  "s!f 
It  were  a  scene  on  the  sta'^e  '  ■■  '^ 

tJT^'J'"'^  '°"'"^  *°°'  ^"^  «t  the  same  instant 
the  fire  havmg  drunk  the  last  drop  of  oetrol  fhl' 
flame  suddenly  died  down,  and  there  feU  a  curioS 

h£"T  b£  ^'^-r-v^  r ''''  -'-"='  '^^ 

"Kc  a  Dlast.  The  woodwork  of  the  car  fU-  i,  j 
and  ,,  p,,,_  ^^  ^^.^„  asll'Lod'e  '  vht^ 

di'sed  theTTr'-""  ''"''  '''"'  --"ow^  and 
d'g-sted  them.  Of  my  varnished  and  dignified  car 
«  ere  remamed  only  a  heap  of  twisted  b.l  ofiro^ 

looked  hke  witches  at  some  secret  and  unholy  ntt 

three.  When  Monsieur  TaKeyrand  launched  hi, 
accusation  at  Brown,  he  had  thrown  up  h"s  chS  and 
the  hght,  striking  on  his  eyeballs,  made  them  £ 
hke  red  sparks.  But  with  the  dying  of  the  hght  he 
flash  m  h,s  eyes  died  too;  and  his  face  SS 
to  a  disagreeable,  ashy  grey  At  th^  c=™  '^"^"&«* 
when  T  („r„=j  t    D         ^  ^"  "**  ^^n'e  mmute. 

hu^V      u      *°  ^'■°'^"'  "  ^^^  '^^  «y«  that  glowed 
bu   the  hght  seemed  to  come  from  inside         ^  ' 

I  forget  whether  I  ever  told  you  that  Brown  » 
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a  very  good-looking  fellow,  too  good-looking  for 
a  mere  clinuffair.  His  face  is  like  his  name — 
brown  ;  his  eyes  are  brown  too,  and  they  can  almost 
speak.  One  can't  help  noticing  these  things,  even 
in  one's  cimuffenr.  If  he  weren't  a  chauffeur,  one 
might  certainly  take  him  for  a  gentleman.  Some 
things  really  are  a  pity !     lUit  never  mind. 

Brown  looked  at  Monsieur  Talleyrand,  and  then 
he  said,  "You  are  a  liar."  Oh,  my  goodness,  I 
expected  murder  I 

Monsieur  Talleyrand  gave  a  sort  of  leap. 
"Scoundrel,  hog,  canaille!"  he  stammered,  trem- 
bling all  over.     "  To  be  insulted  by  an  English  cad, 
a  common  chauffeur,  that  a  gentleman  cannot  call 

out,  an  incendiary " 

But  here  Brown  broke  in  with  a  "  Silence ! "  that 
made  me  jump.  And  the  funny  part  was  that  it  was 
he  who  looked  the  gentleman,  and  Monsieur  Talley- 
rand the  cad — quite  a  little,  mean  cad,  though  he  is 
really  handsome,  with  eyelashes  you'd  have  to 
m  asure  with  a  tape.  That  awful  "  Silence ! "  seemed 
to  blow  his  words  down  his  throat  like  a  gust  of 
wind,  and  while  he  was  getting  breath  Brown 
followed  up  his  first  shot ;  but  this  time  it  was  aimed 
my  way. 

"  Do  you  believe  what  that  coward  says  ?  "  he  flung 
at  me,  without  even  caking  hold  of  the  words  with 
"  Miss  "  for  a  handle.  Between  the  two  men  and  the 
excitement,  I  gasped  instead  of  answering,  and 
perhaps  he  took  silence  for  consent,  though  that 
is  such  a-  old-fashioned  theorj',  especially  when  it 
•onoenM  girla,    Anyway,  be  sMniad  to  grow  thme 
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far  from  burn,„g  your  car,"  said  he  (and  you  could 
have  made  a  block  of  ,ce  out  of  each  word)  •  I 
have  been  to  Amboise  to  hire  a  car  for  vou  \n^ 
thought  I  had  been  lucky  in  securing':";  od 
ma^ters  Nap,er.  As  this  expedi^'on  ha.^  occupied 
«^e  .vhole  n.ijht,  I  have  really  had  no  time*^  or 
Plotfn^  even  .f  there  had  been  a  motive,  or  if 
were  the  sort  of  man  for  such  work  I  honJ 
you  knew  I  wasn't.  But  here  "-and  ne  poinS 
to  the  road  outside  the  open  gate-"  is  my  ma  ter's 
car  and  the  motor  is  still  hot  enough  to  prove—" 

I   dont   want   it   to  prove,"   I   found    breath   to 
excla^._    "Of  course,  I  know  you  didnt  buri^my 

rand  "'  if  I  say  I  saw  him,"  cut  in  Monsieur  Tallcy- 

fv'T°°!"'u  '^■'^  ^-     '*  '''^'  t*^*  °"ly  word  I  could 

hmk  of  that  went  "to  the  spot,"  and  I  hur  ied  on 

to  Brown      "All    I   minded   was   seeing  you   with 

your  hands  in  your  pockets.      It  didn't  s^eem  Tilt 

"  You  don't  understand,"  said  he.  "  Just  as  I 
opened  the  doors  to  drive  in  the  car  I'd  brought 
I  saw  at  a  glance  that  there  was  something  queer 
about  yours.  The  front  seat  was  off;  andTs  I  came 
nearer  found  the  screw  had  been  tken  out  of  the 
petro    tank.     With  that  I  caught  sight  of  a  flame 

waste-the  stuff  one  cleans  cars  with.     Then  I  knew 

hat  someone  had  planned  to  set  fire  to  the  car  and 

leave  h.mself  time  to  escape.     I   sprang  at  it  to 
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knock  away  the  waste,  but  I  was  ton  '  e.  That 
instant  the  vapour  caught,  and  I  was  hcl|,.css  to  do 
any  good,  because  sand,  and  a  hiif;e  lot  of  it,  was  the 
only  thing  that  might  pave  put  the  fire  out,  if  one 
could  have  got  it,  and  chen  gone  near  enough  to 
throw  it  on.  Since  there  was  none,  the  only  thinj; 
tf)  do  was  to  stand  bj- ;  and  as  Id  scorched  my 
hands  a  little,  I  suppose  I  instinctively  put  them 
in  my  pockets." 

Monsieur    Talleyrand    laughed,      "  You    tell   your 

story  very  well,"  said  he,  "  but " 

He  didn't  get  farthci  than  that  "  but,"  for  just  then 
up  came  runniig  the  farmer  and  his  wife  from  the 
fie.os,  where  they  had  s?en  the  flames.     They  began 
chattering   shrilly,   in   a   ,:.cadful   state   about   their 
^  buildings,  but   Brown  quieted   them  down,  pointing 

'  •*  "ut   that   no   harm   had  been  done  to  anything  of 

theirs,  and  that  the  fire  was  out.     "  Now,"  he  said, 
"  since  I  didn't  bum  the  car,  who  did  ? " 

I  looked  at  Monsieur  Talleyrand  because  Brown 
was  loc'.;ing  at  him,  or  rather  glaring,  when  suddenly 
a  loud  exclamation  from  the  farmer  and  his  wife 
made  me  turn  to  see  what  was  going  to  happen 
next.  What  1  saw  was  the  most  wonderful  old 
figure  hobbling  out  of  the  house,  through  the  door 
I'd  left  open— a  mere  knotted  thread  of  an  old  thing, 
in  a  red  flannel  nightgown,  I  think  it  must  have  been, 
and  a  few  streaks  of  grey  hair  hanging  from  a  night- 
cap that  tied  up  its  flabby  chin.  It  was  the  old 
woman  who  had  breathed  so  much  in  the  dark  the 
night  before ;  and  no  wonder  they  exclaimed  at  see- 
ing her  crawling  out  of  doors,  hardly  dressed. 
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witri^'V-  '■""/"ehtened  ;  she  wm  ju5t  !ike  a 

iTfr^  A  °"J'^'"«'  •'"'  P''"'"""^  t°o.  ""  old.    o  little 
life  left  in  her.     She  would  have  come  hnKW° 

"to  the  courtyard,  but  the  fl^r^er  stopp^°'h X^d 

r)---^ur'3dJ^5^^ 

sidl'lhA"""  'l"^  ^.""  •**"  e°'"K  t°  hustle  her  in- 
side the  house,  but  he  changed  his  mid     "  <;i,- 

>ou  set  fire  to  the  auto„.ob'le."Te Cclaimed     •  ^ 
.aw  je  fro     ^,  ,,.„,„„.    s^^  ^^.^^^  youwilf  murde 
us  all.     Monsieur,  my  mo  he-  has  still  her  sen.es 

ItXTccSL^;?  Monsieur  Talleyrand.  "Am 
1  to  tw  accused  on  the  word  of  a  crazy  old  wi^-h  ?  1 
ady.«,  you  to  be  careful  what  vou  say '•  ' 

Brown  TaiU  ^•Tl7'- 1'^.^'^'^  ^'^  '°'  ''^''^■" 

not  far  from  th'e°t aw:S' l^e^r ^y  tr^^-^ 

^ne^'co'tf   ""   ^"■"^  ^''^P^  °^  ^^'^'""'ie  h^d 
called  cotton-waste    twisted  up  and  saturated  with 

"There  wa   T  "^  '°  "''=  ''^'^  ^''°'''  »>«  went  o  . 
I  here  was  none  like  it  on  our  car.  but  you  carried 

£r  Sp!;"  ■-"  -"  "•'  '■•  "■'  »■  ■  s 

■.K^°J  ""   i"=^ta"t   Talleyrand   set.ned   to   be  taken 
aback  and  he  looked  so  pale  in  J,e  dim  ligj^  S^^l 

.uddrn  mspiration  he  struck  an  attitu,^e  b^L"  me 
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He  had  the  air  of  ijnorinjj  the  others,  forgetting  that 
they  existed. 

"Mademoiselle,"  he  said  in  a  low,  really  beautiful 
voice,  that  mitjht  have  drawn  tears  from  an  audience 
if  he  h^d  been  the  leading  man  cruelly  mistaken  for 
a  neighbouring'  villain,  "  chcie  nuulemoiselte,  1  did  what 
these  canaille  accuse  me  of  Yes,  I  did  it  I  But  they 
cannot  understand  why.  Only  you  are  high  enough 
to  understand.  It  was — because  of  my  great  love  for 
you.  All  is  to  be  forgiven  to  such  love.  Cheerfully, 
a  hundred  times  over,  will  I  pay  for  this  material 
damage  I  have  done.  I  am  not  poor,  except  in 
lacking  your  love.  To  gain  an  opportunity  of  win- 
ning it,  to  take  you  from  your  brutal  chauffeur,  who 
is  not  fit  to  have  delicate  ladies  trusted  to  his  care,  I 
did  what  I  have  done,  meaning  to  lay  my  car,  myself, 
all  that  I  have  and  am,  figuratively  at  your  feet." 

If  he  had  really,  instead  of  "figuratively,"  I'm  sure 
I  couldn't  have  resisted  kicking  him,  which  would 
have  been  unladylike.  How  could  I  ever  have  thought 
he  was  nice  ?  Ugh  !  I  could  have  strangled  him  with 
his  own  eyelashes  I  Brown  was  right  about  him,  after 
all.  I  wonder  why  it  doesn't  please  one  more  to  find 
out  that  other  people  are  right  ? 

"  I  don't  want  you  to  pay,"  said  I.  "  I  only  want 
you  to  go  away." 

I've  a  dim  impression  that  I  emphasised  these 
words  with  a  gesture,  and  that  he  seized  my  hand 
before  I  could  pull  it  back.  I  also  have  a  dim  im- 
pression of  exclaiming, "  Oh,  Brown  I "  in  a  frightened 
voice— just  as  silly  as  if  I'd  been  an  early- Victorian 
female.      I   wished   I  hadn't,  but  it  was  too   late. 
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Brown,  evoked,  was  not  so  easily  revoked.     A  whirl- 
-nd  seemed  to  catch  Monsieur  Tallcvrand  up,  but 
It  was  realy  Brown.     They  went  to^^ether  to  visit  a 
disagreeable,  shiny  Rrecn  pond  in  the  middle  of  the 
fermyard.    IJrown  stopped  -     he  brink  ;  but  .MonMciir 
Talleyrand  didnt  stop-,'  -,..  >cct  IJroun  knew  why 
He  "ent  on,  and  in.     Anc,  .n,  Uad  !  to  save  my  hfe 
I  could  not  h"lp  lai,t;hinff.     All  my  e.xcitcnent  and 
everything    went    into    that    lau^-h-the    half  crying 
kind  1  used  to  call  the  "  boo-hi'tigles "  when  I  was  t 
little  girl— you  remember? 

I  was  afraid  the  wretch  might  hear  me,  .so  I  turned 
and  fa.rly  ran  for  the  house,  lirown  took  .some  long 
steps  and  reached  me  before  I  got  there,  apparently 
not  the  least  concerned  in  the  splashing  sounds  which 
so  murh  interested  everybody  else. 

..u'-^i'^'"  '"^  '"^''"''  "■■•  ""'<'  '=>"'d  he  coolly. 
VVUlyoi,  ,veit?  HewasatAmboi.se.  I'd  heard 
from  him  t  re,  that  if  I  knew  of  anyone  wanting  to 
hire  a  car,  his  was  in  the  market  for  the  next  few 
weeks,  as  he  wa.s  suddenly  called  away,  and  didn't 
want  to  take  it  Its  a  good  car-the  best  I  ever 
droye-and  he's  willing  to  let  it  go  cheap,  as  he  trusts 
me  to  drive,  and  it's  an  accommodation  to  h.m  " 

"Oh,  I'm  delighted  to  have  it,"  I  answered,  not 
stopping  to  ask  the  price,  because  details  didn't  seem 
to  matter  at  that  moment.  "  It's-ifs  ju.st  like  the 
ram  caught  in  the  bushes,  isn't  it?  And-I  don't 
know  how  to  thank  you  enough  for  ever>thing "  I 
cant  tell  exactly  what  I  meant  by  that  except  that 
I  meant  a  lot. 
"There'j  nothing    to   thank   me  for.   miss,"  said 
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Brown,  quite  respectful  again  ;  but  a  queer  little 
smile  lurked  in  the  corners  of  his  mouth.  "You 
must  be  hungry,"  he  remarked.  "  Shall  I  ask  them 
to  have  breakfast  prepared  by  the  time  you're— 
ready?" 

I  believe  he  was  going  to  say  "dressed,"  and 
stopped  for  fear  of  hurting  my  feelings.  I  only 
stayed  long  enough  to  throw  a  "  Yes,  please,"  over 
my  shoulder.  But  when  I  was  upstairs  with  Aunt 
Mary,  my  face  feeling  rather  hot,  I  didn't  begin  to 
make  my  toilet ;  I  went  and  "  peeked  "  out  of  the 
window. 

That  unspeakable  Frenchman  was  shaking  himself, 
like  a  big  dog,  and  sneaking  towards  the  house,  with 
the  farmer  at  his  heels.  1  he  farmer  was  a  big  fellow, 
and  dependable;  still,  I  ran  and  locked  the  door.' 
I  suppose  the  Beast  finished  dressing  and  packed 
his  bag.  I  heard  nothing ;  but  half  an  hour  later 
(I'd  bathed  and  dressed  like  lightning,  for  once), 
when  we  were  just  sitting  down  to  breakfast,  and 
Brown  had  come  into  the  room  to  ask  a  question, 
there  was  a  light  pattering  on  the  stairs ;  the  front 
door  opened,  and  somebody  went  out.  Two  minutes 
later  came  the  whirring  of  a  motor,  and  I  jumj  ed  up. 

"Oh,  Brown!"  I  exclaimed,  "if  he  should  have 
taken }'our  car!" 

"  No  fear  of  that,"  said  Brown.  "  I  know  the 
sound  just  as  I  know  one  human  voice  from  another. 
That's  his  Pieper.     It's  all  right" 

Still  I  wasn't  at  ease.  "But  he  may  have  done 
something  ba^:  to  yours.  He's  capable  of  anything," 
I  said.    "  Do  let's  go  and  see," 
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was  off  on  the  word,  racing  across  the  farmjard  I 
couldn  t  eat  my  breakfast  till  he  came  back,  wh  ch  he 
d.d  .n  a  few  minutes.     I  knew  by  his  face  before  he 

;^r^r;£^;::r;z"^'^.S;t:^;°v^ 
X°rhe.d?dT  '"'^ '°  sma:h";i: -r- 

gether  ,f  hed  had  time,  but  his  object  was  to  do  his 
worst  and  get  off  scot  free.     He's  done  both     ,t' 
thanks   to  you   and    your  quick    thought   that   the 
damage  is  so  small." 

here'"  f  ^.f"'\  ^""  ^°'  *""  ^^  "'°"''^"'t  ^^^^  been 
iu.t'  u       T''  ""^P'-     "^°^  ^^'«'^«  dela>ed  again 

"wiSt^     r      ^T''^'^'^  '^■'°^"  encouragingly. 
We II  go  'on  the  rims '  as  far  as  Amboise."  ^ 

I  didnt  know  what  it  was  to  go  on  the  rims  hut 

when  we-d  settled  up  with  the  farmer,  afd  r^'iS  a 

ast,  long  good-bye  to  my  car's  bones  (which  1  made 

the  landlord  a  present  of),  I  found  out.     It's  some 

thing  like  "going  on  you.-  uppers."     I  don't  neTd  to 

explain  that,  do  T.     But  the  car  is  such  a  beautv 

hat  seeing  k  with  its  tyres  e„  ,,s,ame  seemed  an 

md ignity.     Brown  couldn't  help  showing  his  pride 

.n  It.  and  I  don't  wonder.    He  is  certainly  f '  Mas'"'" 

to  me   for  he  has  got  me  out  of  evej'  scrape  1    e 

been  ,n  smce  he  "crossed  my  path,"Ts  thTmelo 

dramas  say.     And  now  this  lovely  ca  !     On  the  wav 

to  Ambo.se  he  told  me  what  it  was  to  belet  fof 

On  y   twenty   francs   a  day.      I   protested,   because 

i-ittray  had  said  that  good  cars  couldn't  be  hired  for 
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less  than  twenty  pounds  a  week ;  but  Rrown  explained 
that  this  was  because  his  master  liked  him  to  drive  it; 
and  that  really  it  wasn't  so  cheap  as  I  thought  1 
suppose  it's  all  right.  Funny,  though,  that  I  should 
have  the  car  of  that  Mr.  John  Winston,  whose  mother 
— Lady  Brighthelmston— I  met  in  Paris,  and  pro- 
mised to  meet  again  in  Cannes.  Fancy  Aunt  Mary 
and  me  lolling  luxuriously  (I  love  that  word  "lolling") 
in  a  snow-white  car  with  scarlet  cushions,  all  the  brass- 
work  gleaming  like  a  fireman's  helmet— the  rakiest, 
smartest  car  imaginable!  There  are  two  seats  in 
front  and  a  roomy  tonneau  behind.  The  steering  and 
other  arrangements  are  quite  different  from  those  in 
the  poor  dead  Dragon— rest  its  wicked  soul  1  There's 
a  steering-wheel,  and  below  it  two  ducky  little  handles 
that  do  everything.  One's  the  "advance  sparking 
lever,"  the  other  the  "  mixture  lever."  There  are  no 
horrid  belts  to  break  themselves — and  your  heart  at 
the  same  time,  but  instead  a  "change  speed  gear" 
and  a  "clutch."  I  had  my  first  lesson  in  driving, 
sitting  by  Brown  on  the  way  to  Amboise.  He 
teaches  one  awfully  well,  and  I  was  perfectly  happy 
learning,  especially  when  I  found  that  the  faster  we 
went  the  easier  the  dear  thing  is  to  steer.  I  was  so 
interested  that  I  didn't  know  a  bit  what  the  road  was 
like,  except  that  it  was  good  and  white  and  mostly 
level,  so  that  when  Brown  suddenly  said,  "  There  is 
the  Chateau  of  Amboise,"  I  was  quite  startled. 

Luckily  he  was  driving  again  by  that  time,  or  I 
should  probably  have  shot  us  into  the  river  instaid 
of  turning  to  the  bridge ;  for  we  were  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Loire  looking  across  to  the  castle. 
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You  poor,  dear,  stay-at-home  Dad,  to  think  of  your 
never  having  .seen  any  of  these  lovely  places  that 
you  ve  nobly  sent  me  to  browse  among !  You  sav 
you  admire  Wall  Street  more  than  French  chateaux 
and  that  when  you  want  a  grand  view  you  can  go 
and  look  at  Brooklyn  Bridge  or  the  statue  of  Liberty 
by  mght;  but  you  don't  know  what  you're  missing 
And  .f  travelling  would  rea/fy  bore  you,  why  do  you 
like  me  to  describe  things,  so  that  I  can  "give  you  a 
picture  through  my  eyes  "  ? 

I  wonder  if  girls  who  have  lived  all  their  lives  in 
old,  old  countries  can  have  the  same  sort  of  awed 
surprised,  almost  dream-like  feeling  that  comes  to  me 
when  I  see  these  great  feudal  castles  that  are  like 
history  in  stone?  Yes,  in  stone,  and  yet  the  stone 
seems  a/,ve  too  as  if  it  were  the/«/.  of  history  ;  and 
as  I  think  of  all  the  things  that  have  happened 
behind  the  splendid  walls,  I  can  hear  history's  heart 
beating  as  if  it  and  the  world  were  young  with  me 

This  chateaux  country  of  the  Loire  must  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  spots  on  earth,  centreing  as  it 
did  the  old  court  life  of  France,  and  Brown  says  it 
really  ,s  so.  He  has  travelled  tremendously  and 
remembers  everything,  though  he  is  nothing  but  a 
chauffeur. 

Each  place  we  have  come  to  I  have  thought  must 
be  the  best;  but  I  know  that  no  other  castle  will 
make  me  take  Amboise  down  off  the  pedestal  I've 
set  it  on,  in  my  mind. 

As  I  glanced  up  at  it  in  the  sunshine  the  great 
white  carved  fai^nde  dazzled  me.  It  looked  as  if  it 
had  been  cut  out  of  ivory.     The  bridge  rests  on  an 
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island  in  the  middle  of  the  wide,  yellow,  slow-moving 
stream  of  the  Loire,  which  has  a  curiously  still  surface 
like  ice.  Brown  drove  slowly  without  my  having  to 
ask.  He's  wonderful  that  way.  He  always  knows 
what  you  are  feeling,  as  if  you  had  telegraphed  him 
the  news.  And  there  before  us  lay  the  little  town  of 
Amboise,  sprinkled  along  the  river-bank  as  if  each 
house  were  a  votive  offering  on  the  shrine  of  the 
Chateau  towering  above  on  its  plateau  of  rock. 

I  couldn't  make  out  the  architecture  at  first.  The 
castle  was  just  a  vast,  dazzling  complication  of  enor- 
mous round  towers,  bastions,  terraces,  balconies,  and 
crenellations.  Oh,  those  balconies !  Instantly  I  could 
see  poor  little  fainting  Queen  Mary  held  up  by  wicked 
Catherine  de  Medicis — the  record  wickedest  mother- 
in-law  of  history — to  watch  the  execution  of  the 
Huguenots.  And  then  the  row  of  heads  hanging- 
from  the  balcony  afterwards,  like  terrible  red  gar- 
goyles !  When  we  went  into  the  Chateau  later  the 
custodian,  or  whatever  you  call  him,  showed  us  where 
the  fine  ironwork  was  stained  and  rusted  with  the 
Huguenots'  blood. 

I  was  very  angry  wit'  Aunt  Mary,  because  she 
kept  her  nose  in  her  Baedeker,  and  preferred  reading 
about  the  castle  to  seeing  it  when  she  had  the  chance. 
I  have  my  opinion  of  people  who  won't  take  their 
Baedeker  in  doses  either  before  or  after  meals  of 
sight-seeing ;  but  Aunt  Mary  spreads  it  so  thick  over 
hers  that  what's  underneath  is  lost. 

We  drove  to  a  nice  little  hotel  tucked  away  at  the 
foot  of  the  Ch&teau,  for  dijeuner,  and  to  get  rid  of 
our  luggage,  for  we'd  have  to  stop  at  Amboise  till  the 
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four  new  tyres  (which  Brown  now  wired  for)  should 
arrive  from  Paris.  We  had  so  many  courses  that 
I  grew  quite  impatient,  for  I  wanted  to  be  off  to  the 
castle.  And  to  save  time  I  insisted  on  Brown 
lunching  with  us.  That's  happened  before  several 
times,  so  that  it  doesn't  seem  at  all  strange  now, 
though  Aunt  Mary  fussed  at  first,  and  even  I  felt 
rather  funny.  But  the  queer  part  is,  it's  so  much 
more  difficult  to  remember  that  Brown's  not  a 
gentleman  than  to  make  an  effort  to  be  civil  to  him 
as  if  he  were  one.  Rattray  at  the  table  was  beyond 
words,  and  so  are  a  lot  of  Frenchmen  who  ought  to 
know  better  ;  but— you'll  laugh  at  me— I  don't  see 
how  a  duke  could  eat  any  better  than  Brown,  or  have 
nicer  hands  and  nails ;  though  how  he  does  it  with 
the  car  to  clean  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 

We  came  towards  the  castle,  after  dejeuner,  from 
the  back  through  the  town,  which  was  gay  with  booths 
and  blue  blouses  and  pretty  peasant  girls,  because  the 
market  was  being  held.  We  went  right  through  the 
crowd,  up,  up  a  sloping  path,  where  suddenly  we 
were  in  a  restful  silence,  after  the  chattering  and 
chaffering  below.  And  I  felt  as  if  we  had  got  into 
a  novel  of  Scott's ;  for  if  we' '  *^een  his  characters 
he  would  have  brought  us  u,  lort  at  a  secretive 
door  in  a  tower,  just  like  the  one  where  we  had  to 
knock.  One  couldn't  guess  what  would  be  on  the 
other  side  of  that  tower;  and  it  was  like  walking 
on  through  the  next  chapter  of  the  same  novel 
(walking  slowly  and  with  dignity,  so  that  we  might 
"live  up  to"  the  author  of  our  being)  to  wander 
up  a  steep  road  leading  to  a  plateau  and  reach  the 
H 


■i%- 


r? 


98    THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

still,  formal  garden  with  the  great  castle  rising  out 
of  it 

On  this  plateau  a  lovely  thing  simply  took  my 
ej'es  captive  and  wouldn't  let  them  go.  It  was  the 
most  perfect  gem  of  a  little  chapji  out  of  dreamland. 
Brown  said  it  was  "  a  jewel  of  pure  Gothic,  one  of 
the  most  precious  of  the  florid  kind  in  France." 
Comic  to  have  one's  chauffeur  talking  to  one  like 
that,  isn't  it?  But  I'm  used  to  it  now,  and  feel  quite 
injured  if  Brown  happens  not  to  know  something 
I  ask  him  about. 

I  never  realised  what  an  important  lady  Anne 
of  Brittany  was,  till  I  was  introduced  to  her  sweet 
little  ermine  at  Blois.  Brown  hinted  then  that 
1  would  keep  on  realising  it  more  and  more  as  we 
drove  through  the  Loire  country,  and  so  I  do. 
This  chapel  was  hers— built  for  her,  and  I  envy  her 
having  it  Couldn't  you.  Dad  dear,  just  make  a  bid, 
and  have  it  taken  over  for  our  garden  at  Lenox? 
But  no!  that  would  be  sacrilege.  It's  almost 
sacrilege  even  to  joke  about  it  Yet  oh,  that 
carving  of  St  Hubert  and  his  holy  stag  over  the 
door  I  I've  no  jewellery  so  lovely  as  that  cameo  in 
stone ;  and  I've  got  to  leave  it  behind  in  Europe. 

Poor  Charles  the  Eighth,  too,  seemed  to  come 
to  us  like  a  human,  everyday  young  man  one  knew 
when  we  saw  the  low  doorway  where  he  knocked 
his  head  and  killed  himself,  running  in  a  great  hurry 
to  play  tennis.  How  little  he  guessed  when  he 
started  that  he  should  never  have  that  game,  and 
why  I  I  wonder  if  Anne  was  sorry  when  he  died,  or 
if  she  liked  having  another  wedding  and  being  a 
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queen  all  over  again  when  she  married  Louis  the 
Twelfth? 

I  should  have  thought  more  about  the  lady's 
love  affairs,  only  I  got  so  interested  in  a  oubliette, 
and  in  a  perfectly  Titanic  round  tower,  with  an 
inclined  plane  corkscrewing  up,  round  and  round 
inside  it,  so  broad  and  so  gradual  that  horses  and 
carriages  used  in  old,  old  days  to  be  driven  from  the 
town-level  up  to  the  top.  "Only  think  what  fun, 
Brown,"  I  couldn't  help  saying,  "  if  we  could  drive 
the  car  up  here ! "  "  The  idea ! "  sniffed  Aunt  Mary. 
"As  if  they'd  allow  such  a  thing!"  But  Brown 
didn't  answer ;  he  just  looked  thoughtfully  at  the 
gradient. 

We  went  up,  too,  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  great 
towers  of  the  castle  itself,  and  it  was  glorious  to 
stand  there  looking  away  over  the  windings  of  the 
river.  We  were  at  a  bend  midway  between  Blois 
and  Tours,  and  ever  so  far  off  we  could  see  two 
little  horns  sticking  up  rver  the  undulations  of 
the  land.  They  were  the  .owers  of  the  cathedral 
of  Tours;  and  in  that  same  direction  Brown 
showed  me  a  queer  thing  like  a  long,  thin  finger 
pointing  at  the  sky— the  Lanterne  of  Rochecorbon. 
They  used  to  flash  signals  from  it  all  the  way  to 
Amboise,  and  so  on  to  Blois,  when  any  horror 
happened  with  which  they  were  particularly  pleased, 
like  a  massacre  of  Huguenots. 

Now,  most  patient  gentleman,  at  last  I've  finished 
my  harangue.  I'm  ashamed  to  think  how  long  it  is, 
but  I'm  writing  wrapped  up  in  a  warm  coat,  under 
a  ttlUul  in    the   Chateau   garden,   where   I've  been 
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allowed  to  bring  my  campstool.    Do  you  know  what 
a  /»//<?»/  is?     I  don't  believe  you  do.     I  didn't  till 
the  other  day ;  but  I  shan't  tell  you,  except  that  the 
very  name  suggests  to  me  leisured  ease  and  saunter- 
ing courtiers.     You  must  come  over  to  France  and 
fmd  out-and  incidentally  fetch  me  home— only  not 
yet,  please,  oh,  not  yet.   As  for  the  ti/Uu/,  if  you've  any 
romance  left  in  your  dear  old  body  you'd  love  sitting 
under  it,  even  in  winter.     If  it  were  s-immer,  with 
the  hmes  in  blossom— well,  the  best  way  to  express 
my  feeling  is  to  remark  that  if  in  June  moonlight, 
under  a  it/Uu/,  a  man  I  hated  $h  luld  propose  to  me, 
I'd  believe  for  the  moment  I   loved   him  and   say,' 
"Yes— yes  I"    But  you  need  not  be  frightened;   it 
tstt't  summer  or  moonlight,  and  thjre's  no  man  except 
Brown  within  a  hundred  miles  of  your  silly 

Molly. 


MW 


MOLLY  BANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 


TouM,  Dtttmitr  3. 

Three  days  since  I  wrote,  blessed  old  Thing,  but 
It  seems  three  times  three,  for  all  the  hours  have 
been  as  cramfull  as  you  used  to  fill  my  stocking  at 
Christmas. 

We  couldn't  get  away  from  Amboise,  as  we  ex- 
pectixl,  because  the  tyres  didn't  arrive  till  late  in 
the  evening.  I  kn.-w  it  must  be  a  long,  tedious 
business  fixing  them  on,  so  I  never  dreamed  of 
starting  next  morning ;  but  when  morning  came,  ar^ 
with  it  the  chambermaid  and  my  'oath,  there  was 
a  note  from  Brown,  written  in  a  hand  a  lot  nicer 
than  my  poor  "fist,"  announcing  that  the  car  was 
ready,  and  if  I  would  like  a  surprise,  might  he 
"respectfully  suggest"  that  I  should  come  down- 
stairs  as  soon  as  possible.  You  can  imagine  that 
I  didn't  "  stand  on  the  order  of  my  going."  My  hair 
crinkled  with  surprise  at  being  done  so  quickly,  and 

I  was  in  such  a  hurry  that  1  nearly — but  not  quite 

slid  down  the  balusters. 

Brown  was  at  the  front  door,  with  the  car  all 
politely  polished,  and  seeming  to  stand  upon  tiptoe 
on  its  big  new  tyres.  But  smart  as  the  car  was,  it 
was  nothing  to  uie  chauffeur.  He  looked  like  a  sort 
of  male  Cinderella  just  after  the  fairy  godmother 
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had  ^v..ve.l  her  wand  ;  „„ly  instead  of  a  ball  dress 
*he  had  K>ven  him,  in  place  of  his  black  leather 
a  su,t  of  grey  clothes;  one  of  those  high^  rnLtr 
tTe  and  h  ?  °"  ^p-^-'""^■•"^  -«"  ;  a' dark  ne  k 
call  a  boiler.  He  was  nice  I  I  don't  know  if  .I'm 
a  judge  of  a  man's  clothos,  but  to  me  the,  seemj^ 
as  good  form  as  any  tailor  in  the  world     ou^Tut 

Kor'S:  ^f-^  """"""l''-  J"''n   Rave   the.n  to  h  m.' 
Poor  dear!  hes  far  too  fine  a  fellow  really  to  have 

unnT'  p"°*'r   """"''    '^"'''■°«"   ^«™«"'^  ;    but    I 

uppose  Providence  must  know  best,  and,  knyhow 

I  m  we  the  H.  J.  never  looked  half  as  n/ce  in  2' 

to^jr''".''K^l°"  ■'''°  "  '">'=^t"'°"s  air,  which  seemed 
to  go  wth  the  Clothes,  and  he  asked  If  Id  ^^^ 
takmg  a  short  run  with  him,  ..thout  knowing  before 

f  shouli";i  T  ^T^-  '  '''""  "'^*'  °"  the  contrarj. 
I  should  Me  ,t.  That  seemed  to  please  him.  He 
heped  me  m  (not  that  I  needed  it  J  the  car  start^ 
w,th  a  touch  and  we  began  to  thread  the  str^^ 
of  the  town  behind  the  Chateau.  I  wondering  S2 
was  gomg  to  happen.  When  I  had  been  in  this  t 
^fore,  .t  was  to  travel  "on  the  rims,"  you  know 
Now.on  our  four,  plump  new  Michelins  from  ParTs 
It  was  hke  bemg  in  a  balloon,  so  easy  was  the  motion 
even  over  the  badly  paved  streets 

Ch!ieau"°L"H  '°""'  •""'"  '•^^  '"■^h  w-all  of  the 
Chateau,  and  came  m  a  few  minutes  to  a  huee 
gateway.  As  we  slowed  down  this  gateway  ooenfd 
mystenously  from  within  to  show  a'dimTorkCw 
of  a  road  wmdmg  tpward.     I  opened  my  mouth  to 
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ask  an  astonished  question  ;  then  I  thought  better 
of  it  and  kept  still,  though  I  know  my  eyes  must 
have  been  snapping  when  Brown  actually  dro\e  the 
car  in.  The  gateway  clanged  behind  us,  as  if  b\' 
enchantment,  shutting  us  into  a  twilight  region,  niul 
behold,  we  were  mounting  the  incline  of  the  great 
tower,  up  which,  perhaps,  nobody  had  ever  driven 
since  the  days  of  Mary  Stuart 

Wasn't  it  kind  of  Brown  to  remember  my  wish 
(which  even  I  had  forgotten  !)  to  drive  up  the  tower  ? 
I  could  hardly  thnnk  him  enough  for  such  a  new 
and  thrilling  sensation  as  It  was,  twisting  up  and  up, 
seeming  to  float  in  the  vast  hollow  of  the  passage! 
the  exquisite  carved  and  vaulted  roof  giving  back 
a  rythmical  reve  beration  of  the  throbbing  of  our 
motor. 

I  couldn't  even  say  "  thank  you,"  though,  except 
in  my  thoughts,  till  we  got  to  the  top  (which  we  did 
much  too  soon),  for  somehow  It  would  have  broken 
the  charm  to  speak.  But  I  think  Brown  understood 
that  I  appreciated  it  all,  and  what  he  had  done. 

At  the  top  a  big  doorway  stood  open,  and  by  It 
one  of  the  delightful,  grizzled,  dignified  old  dears 
who  must  have  been  made  guardians  of  the  Chateaux, 
because  they  f5t  so  well  into  the  picture.  I  thought,' 
though,  that  this  one  looked  different  from  before^ 
for  some  reason  quite  flurried  and  almost  scared.  1 
suppose  it  must  have  been  the  car  and  the  unusual- 
ness  that  upset  him  ;  but  Brown  drove  out  splendidly, 
stopping  in  the  terrace-garden. 

"At  that  door,"  said  the  charming  old  fellow, 
"Francis  the  First  of  France  received    Henry  the 
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ever  been  , ns.de  the  door.;  therefore,  mademoiselle 
'  y°"  have  just  been  making  history. '    And  he  bLwH 

Ln?r"   ''   """J   ~"'^   h''^*  "'■=''•  because   I 
thfri  •",>;?"'»«  ""th  me  to  give  him  a  "guerdon"; 

?ol„,^  t  r  ^  '"'  ""'y  *°^'''  "■  •  had  had  it 
Fortunately  Brown  had.  Something  yellow  glittered 
as  .t  passed  from  hand  to  hand,  and'the  old  Fren  h- 
man  (so  dramatic,  like  most  of  his  countrymen) 
bowed  again  and  took  off  his  hat  with  a  flouTh 
f  the  somethmg  hadn't  been  yellow,  out  only  white 

J^o.n";  T  "°"",''^"  '='  -^  '"''^=  'hat  splendS 
sweepmg  circle  round  the  gardens  before  we  plun^red 
back  nto  the  cool  gloom  of  the  tower  ?  " 

in^  ?t  but'  ?"*"* '  ',  '■'*'  •"  ''''^''''-  J"^*  '«'^«'"ber. 
Ike  lu  J  T  "  ^'°'  ■  '"■"''  °^  breathlessncss, 
T  ZJ       1;'"  ^°"  ^"     ^bogganing-only  more 

Tbit  /fr-^  r      ,"  ^'  *'*■"="-  ^"^  ^P*^-  h"t  I  wasn't 
a  bit  afraid,  for  I  trust  him  utterly  as  a  driver      If 

andllol,!'?'''-  I*''*  ■"*  '"'■"''y  °^"  Niagara  Falls 
he  sifd^-f  itf,'^''   v.""'  '■"  ^  "^>'  h'^  has  when 

I  found  myself  thinking  of  Poe's  descent  of  the 
Maelstrom,  and  when  I  said  so  to  Brown  afterwards 
It  turned  out  that  he'd   read   it.     He  had   the  car' 

We  were  down  m  a  moment-or  it  seemed  so;  and 
com.rj  out  mto  the  bright  little  streets  was  hke 
wakmg  up  after  a  strange  dream.     In  three  minut« 
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more  we  .  j;e  at  the  door  of  our  hotel,  and  I  really 
«•«.<  asking  myself  if  I  had  dreamed  it 

"  Brown,"  said  I,  "  I  told  you  once  before  that  you 
were  a  leather  angel.  Now  I  believe  you  are  a  grey 
tweed  Genie.  This  has  been  the  nicest  morning  of 
my  life.  But  you  really  must  tell  me  how  much  you 
paid  that  custodian,  and  let  me  give  you  back  the 
money  at  once." 

He  interrupted  him.self  in  the  midst  of  a  beaming 
smile  to  wrinkle  his  eyebrows  together.  "  It's  been 
a  nice  morning  for  me,  too,  miss,"  said  he  quite 
humbly ;  "but  it  will  half  spoil  it  if  you  won't  let  it 
stand  as  .t  is.  It  vas  only  a  few  francs,  and  as  you 
pay  me  a  good  screw,  I  can  well  afford  it  You're 
always  so  good,  that  I  know  you'd  be  sorry  to  hu.* 
my  feelings." 

Well,  of  course  I  would ;  so  I  couldn't  say  any 
more,  could  I?  Though  before  all  these  motor-car 
wonders  begpn  it  would  have  felt  odd  to  teke  a 
"  treat "  from  .>ne's  servant. 

Now,  Dad,  I'm  getting  conscience-stricken,  and 
keep  wondering  with  e.ery  paragraph  (especially 
what  I  call  my  "descriptive"  paragraphs)  if  I'm 
boring  you.  I  wont  give  you  our  daily  programme 
e»  masse.  I'll  just  sum  things  up  by  saying  that 
weve  simply  lived,  moved,  and  had  our  being  in.  on 
or  at  castles.  This  country  of  the  Loir,  is  a  sort  of 
fairyland,  where  everybody  had  a  castle,  or  at  the 
very  least  a  lordly  dwelling-place  that  was  more 
fortress  than  private  house.  You  can't  look  up  or 
down  the  river  but  that  on  every  hill  you  see  a 
chateau,  with  enough  history  clustering  about  it  to 
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make  up  a  fat  volume.  How  they  all  escaped  the 
Revolution  is  a  maivel.  But  they  have;  and  if  they've 
been  much  restored,  it  is  so  cleverly  done  that  the 
most  critical  eyes  are  deceived. 

If  I  could  live  in  one  of  the  "show"  chateaux,  I'd 
choose  Chenonceaux.  We  drove  to  it  on  the  Day  of 
the  Tower,  as  I've  labelled  it  in  my  book  of  memory, 
"taking  it  in"  on  our  way  to  Tours.  It's  no  use 
your  making  a  note  of  that  wish  of  mine,  though, 
Dad,  and  trying  to  buy  it,  because  somebody  else 
has  done  that  already.  But  if  you  can  find  a  river 
as  pretty  as  the  Cher  (an  appropriate  name  for  the 
little  daughter  of  the  Loire,  on  which — over  which, 
literally,  Chenonceaux  stands),  you  might  build  me 
one  on  the  same  pattern,  so  I'll  give  you  a  general 
idea  of  what  the  castle  is  like. 

Let  me  see,  what  is  it  like?  To  make  a  com- 
parison would  be  giving  to  an  airy  nothing  a  local 
habitation  and  a  name.  Not  that  Chenonceaux  is 
nothing— (^Mitc  the  opposite;  but  it  leaves  in  the 
mind  an  impression  of  airiness  and  gaiety,  sweet  and 
elusive  as  one  of  those  quaint  French  chansons  you 
like  me  to  sing  you,  with  my  guitar,  on  a  summer 
evening.  I  think,  even  if  I  hadn't  been  told,  I  should 
have  felt  instinctively  that  it  must  have  been  built  to 
please  a  pretty,  capricious  woman.  If  such  a  woman 
could  be  turned  into  a  house,  she  would  look  like 
Chenonceaux,  and  wouldn't  suffer  by  the  change. 
Perhaps  Diane  de  Poitiers  isn't  a  proper  object  of 
sympathy  for  a  well-brought-up  young  lady  like 
Chauncey  Randolph's  daughter ;  but  I  can't  help  pity- 
ing her,  because  that  horrid  old  frump  of  a  Catherine 
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de  Medicis  grabbed  it  auay  from  her  almost  before 
Henry  the  Second  was  cold  in  his  grave.  Think  how 
Diane,  who  had  loved  the  place/must  have  felt  to 
fancy  that  stuffy  Catherine  in  her  everlasting  black 
dresses,  squatting  in  her  beautiful  rooms !  We  saw 
those  rooms,  by  the  way,  for  ue  came  on  one  of  the 
days  when  people  are  allowed  to  go  through  the 
Chateau  (Brown  had  planned  that),  and  the  clever 
millionaires  who  own  it  have  had  the  sense  and  the 
grace  to  leave  everything  just  as  it  was,  at  least  in 
Catherine's  time.  And  one  can  take  the  bad, 
Catherine  taste  out  of  one's  mouth  by  thinking  of 
lovely  little  Mary  Stuart  singing  like  a  lark  through 
the  rooms,  and  living  there  and  in  the  garden  the 
happiest  days  that  she  was  ever  to  know. 

One  wouldn't  suppose  that  a  gloomy,  plotting  mind 
like  Catherine's  would  have  had  a  place  in  it  for 
creating  beauty;  but  it  had  its  one  ornamental 
corner,  or  she  couldn't  have  thought  out  the  bridge- 
gallery  thrown  across  the  Cher,  springing  from  The 
original  building  and  spanning  the  river  to  the  farther 
shore. 

There  are  two  storeys  over  the  bridge,  long 
corridors,  all  windows,  and  lovely  green  and  gold 
river  lights,  netted  over  the  floors  and  walls— the 
most  exquisite  effect.  I  walked  there,  calling  up  the 
spirits  of  vanished  queens  and  princesses— the  "dear, 
dead  women,"  seeing  "all  the  gold  that  used  to  fall 
and  hang  about  their  shoulders."  Oh,  I've  got  the 
quotation  wrong,  but  it's  Aunt  Mar/s  fault,  for  at 
this  very  minute  she's  reading  aloud  to  herself  in  a 
guide-book  about  Rousseau  and  a  lot  of  other  shining 
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lights  who  used  to  visit  Chenonceaux  when  it  be- 
longed to  Monsieur  and  Madame  Dupin ;  but  those 
days  were  comparatively  modern,  so  I  don't  take 
much  interest.  Nothing  at  Chenonceaux  seems  worth 
while  unless  it  happened  before  the  days  of  Charles 
the  Ninth. 

Tours  looked  at  first  sight  very  sedate  and  grey, 
after  Chenonceaux,  for  the  airy  picture  of  the  castle 
had  kept  floating  before  my  eyes  during  our  run.     It 
seems  to  me  we  are  always  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river   from   things,  and    have   to   get   to   them    by 
crossing  long  bridges.     We  did   it  aga.     at  Tours, 
and  it  was  particularly  long,  and  very  fine.     But  it 
was  evening,  and  dim   and  bitterly  cold;  and    I'm 
afraid  I  shouldn't  have  paid  as  much  attention  to  it 
as  I  did  if  Brown  hadn't  said  that  Balzac  called  it 
"  one  of  the  finest  monuments  of  France."   And  then 
in  a  minute,  at  the  entrance  to  the  town,  we  saw  two 
ghostly  white  statues  glimmering  in  a  wide,  green 
place.    "  There,  miss,  are  the  two  tutelary  geniuses  of 
this  part  of  France,"   said   Brown  ;  "  Rabelais  and 
Descartes."     By  that  time  we  had  flashed  past,  but  I 
screwed  my  neck  round  to  look  back  at  them  till 
I  got  a  "  crick  "  in  it.     Have  you  ever  noticed  that 
most  of  the  things  people  tell  you  to  look  at,  or  that 
you  particularly  want  to  see  in  life,  are  always  behind 
your   back  or  on   one   side,  as  if  to  give  you  the 
greatest  possible  trouble  ?     It  seems  as  if  there  must 
be  a  "  moral  in  it,"  as  Alice's  Duchess  would  have 
said. 

Tours  appeared  tkat  evening  (I  have  a  motive  for 
the  emphasis)  to  consist  of  one  long,  straight  street ; 
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and  turning  to  tlie  left  at  the  end,  we  pulled  up  at 
he  door  of  a  hotel.  Just  an  ordinary-looking  h^te 
t  was  on  the  outside,  and  I  little  thought  whatTy 

impressions  of  it  would  be  by-and-by  ^ 

I   was  tired,  not   so  much    physically  from   what 

we  had  done,  but  with  the  feeing  that  my  cladtv 

for  admiring  and  enjoying  things'had  b^n^llS   'j 

actual^  hurt     Do  you  know  that  sensation  ?    It  was 

rooms,  and,  above  aj  ^..^^  ot^hLt'S 
to  me  .s  fascinating.     We  made  ourselves  as  pre  t v 

downstairs.     The  dming-room  was  our  first  big  sur- 

w  h  its  H""%'iT°''  ""^"^y  "'■  °"^  °^  the  chafeaux 
ThH  >  K  ^^^  tapestried  and  wainscotted  walls 
fnd  .ts  big,  branching  candelabra.  I'm  sure  if  we'd 
been  dinmg  at  a  chateau  we  shouldn't  have  got  a 

^od  to  n -•     '  "yf  ^i""^  ^">'*-«"  --  t-tfd  so 
good  to  n.e  m  my  hfe,  and  I  couldn't  help  wonderin^r 
how  poor,  tired  Brown  was  faring  while  LlTzToZ 
feasted  in  state  in  the  saUe  4  l^anjr     lZ^:;i 

i'^Th'e?'"  "'•  r"'-  '''"'  '°-^  the  tl^i'ng  t 
eat  They  were  nch  and  Southern,  and  tasted  in 
ones  mouth  just  the  way  the  wo  d  "Povence" 
sound  .n  one's  ear.  Aunt  Mary  had  read  in  one 
of  her  ubiquitous  guide-books  that  Touraine  as  well 
as  Provence  is  famous  for  its  "succulent  cooking'! 
had  S  °"?  %&"ide-book  seems  to  be  right  Th!y 
had  all  sorts  of  tricky,  rich  little  dishes  for  dinner!^ 
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rilUttes  and  other  things  which  would  have  made 
your  mouth  water  (though  if  it  did,  and  I  were  by, 
I'd  shut  my  eyes),  and  the  head  waiter  told  me  when 
I  asked  that  they  were  specialities  of  Tours  and  of 
the  hotel.  I  think  he  must  be  a  speciality  of  Tours 
and  the  hotel  too.  He  has  the  softest,  most  engaging, 
yet  dignified  manner ;  and  the  way  he  has  of  setting 
down  a  dish  before  you  seems  to  season  it,  and  give 
you  a  double  appetite.  There's  another  man  in  the 
hotel,  too,  who  adds  to  the  "  aroma "  ;  he's  like  a 
"bush  to  wine,"  or  something  I've  heard  you  say. 
By  day  he's  valet  de  chamb  .  in  a  scarlet  waistcoat 
no  brighter  than  his  cheeks  and  eyes;  at  dinner 
he's  a  waiter  in  correct  "dress"  clothes,  and  then 
he  goes  back  to  valeting  again  till  midnight.  He 
would  put  me  in  a  good  temper  if  I  had  started 
out  to  murder  someone,  and  when  he  brought  us  the 
wine  list,  waiting  with  a  cherry-cheeked  smile  to  see 
what  we  would  choose,  nothing  seemed  worthy  of 
him  except  champagne  ;  but  champagne  looked  so 
dissipated  for  two  lone  females.  However,  I  had 
decided  to  have  some,  to  drink  the  health  of  the 
new  car,  and  perhaps— a  little— to  shock  Aunt  Mary, 
when  the  diamond -eyed  one  respectfully  inquired, 
in  nice  southern  French,  how  we  would  like  to  try 
a  "little  wine  of  the  country,  sparkling  Vouvray ; 
quite  a  ladies'  wine."  So  we  compromised  with 
Vouvray.  It  was  too  ridiculously  cheap,  but  it  had 
a  delicious  flavour,  and  Aunt  Mary  and  I,  being 
merely  femalec,  agreed  that  it  was  more  delicate  than 
any  champagne  we  had  ever  tasted.  We  drank  your 
health,  and  the  car's,  and  then   I  had  a  sudden  in- 
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spiration.  "To  the  'Lightning  Conductor'!"  i 
I,  raising  my  glass. 

"What  lightning  conductor?  And  what  do  you 
mean?"  inquired  Aunt  Mary. 

"The  one  and  only  Lightning  Conductor — Brown," 
I  explained.  "  I  have  just  thought  of  that  as  a  good 
name  for  him,  now  that  he  has  a  chance  to  spin  us 
across  the  world  at  such  a  pace  with  the  new  car." 

"  I  do  hope,  my  dear  Molly,"  severely  remarked 
Aunt  Mary,  setting  down  her  glass  with  an  indignant 
little  thud,  "you  will  not  call  that  young  man  any 
such  thing  to  his  face.  He  has  already  been  allowed 
far  too  many  liberties,  and  though  I  must  say  he  has 
not  to  any  great  extent  taken  undue  advantage  of 
them  so  far,  he  may  break  out  at  any  moment." 

I'm  sorry  to  tell  you.  Dad,  that  I  said  "Pooh I" 
and  asked  her  if  she  thought  Brown  were  an  active 
volcano.  Anyway,  whether  I  call  him  so  "to  his 
face "  or  not,  the  "  Lightning  Conductor "  he  is,  and 
will  remain  for  me,  though  perhaps  he  wouldn't  be 
flattered  at  being  "launched  and  christened"  with 
mere  Vouvray. 

I  didr.'t  expect  to  like  Tours  half  as  much  as  I 
do.  But  we  have  been  here  for  three  days,  and 
though  I  thought  at  first  there  was  only  one  long 
street,  we've  found  something  interesting  to  see 
every  hojr  of  daylight — so  I  write  in  the  evenings 
in  our  cosy  sitting-room.  Or  if  I  don't  write,  I  read 
Balzac.  I  never  appreciated  him  as  I  do  here,  on 
his  "native  heath."  I  have  begged  Brown  to  name 
his  master's  car  "  Balzac,"  because  it,  too,  is  a  "violent 
and  complicated  renius."    I've  gazed  at  the  houM 
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where  Balzac  was  born;  I've  photographed  the 
Balzac  medallion;  I've  stuffed  my  trunks  with 
illustrated  editions  of  Balzac's  books ;  and  I've  gone 
to  see  everything  I  could  find,  which  he  ever  spoke 
about.  His  Curi  de  Tours  is  the  most  harrowing 
story  I  ever  read;  and  the  strange  little  house  in 
the  shadow  of  the  cathedral,  with  one  of  the  great 
buttresses  planting  its  enormous  foot  in  the  wee 
garden,  fascinates  me.  There  lived  the  horrible 
Mademoiselle  Gamard,  and  there,  with  her,  lodged 
the  wicked  Curt-  and  the  poor,  good  little  Cur^,  over 
whose  childlike,  gentle  stupidity  and  agony  I  half 
cried  my  eyes  out  last  night.  But  Balzac's  French 
discourages  me.  He  must  have  had  a  wonderful 
vocabulary.  I  am  always  finding  words  on  every 
page  which  I  never  saw  before. 

I  don't  like  cathedrals  much  as  a  rule,  unless 
there's  something  really  extraordinary  about  them ; 
but  I  love  the  big,  grey,  Gothic  cathedral  of  Tours.' 
It  seems  a  different  grey  from  any  other,  not  cold 
and  forbidding,  but  warm  and  very  soft,  as  if  it  were 
made  of  sealskin.  I  suppose  that  is  partly  the  effect 
of  the  beautiful  carvings  of  the  tall,  tall  front  I  feel 
as  if  I  should  like  to  smooth  and  caress  it  with  my 
hand.  And  it  is  beautiful  inside.  Somehow  it  is  so 
individual  that  it  gives  you  a  welcome,  as  if  it  meant 
to  be  your  friend. 

The  streets  of  old  Tours  are  so  intricate  that 
Aunt  Mary  and  I  would  never  have  known  where 
to  go,  but  Brown,  who  has  been  here  before,  has 
guided  us  everywhere.  He  took  us  to  see  the  house 
of  Tristan  the  Hermit,  and  an  adorable  little  coQvca^ 
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which  is  called  the  P<;tit  St.  Martin,  with  lovely 
Renaissance  carving,  and  actually  a  tillciil.  Me 
showed  us  the  oldest  house  in  Tours,  the  quaintest 
building  you  could  imagine,  standing  on  a  corner, 
with  lots  of  other  very  old  houses  in  the  same  street' 
And  the  Charlemagne  Tower— I'm  not  sure,  but  I 
liked  that  the  best  of  all ;  and  a  marvellous  fourteenth- 
century  house,  a  perfect  lacework  of  carving,  which 
has  been  restored,  and  is  called  the  Maison  Gouin, 
after  the  rich  man  who  lives  in  it.  Oh,  I  forgot  to 
tell  you,  I  have  bought  your  favourite  Qhsntin 
Durward,  and  am  sandwiching  him  with  Balzac. 
Reading  him  over  again  in  this  country  was  Brown's 
idea  for  me,  and  I'm  obliged  to  him  for  the  "tip." 
Speaking  of  tips  reminds  me  I  really  ought  to  give 
kirn  one— a  very  large  one,  I'm  sure.  And  yet  it 
will  be  awkward  offering  it,  I'm  afraid.  I  know  I 
shall  stammer  and  be  an  idiot  generally ;  but  I  .shall 
prop  my  courage  with  the  renection  that,  after  all, 
he  is  a  chauffeur,  and  perhaps  has,  in  his  heart,  been 
wondering  why  I  haven't  given  him  anything  before. 

Yesterday  I  saw  palm  trees,  growing  in  the  place, 
and  kissed  my  hand  to  them,  because  they  told 
me  that  we  were  on  the  threshold  of  the  South. 
Another  thing  in  Tours  which  suggests  the  South, 
I  think,  is  i\\e  patisserie.  Aunt  Mary  and  I  have 
discovered  a  confeccioner's  to  conjure  with;  but 
Tours  seems  to  have  disco\ered  him  long  ago,  for 
all  the  "  beauty  and  fashion  "  of  the  town  go  there 
for  coffee  and  cakes  in  the  afternoon.  We  do  like- 
wise—when we  have  time;  and  yesterday  Aunt 
Mary  ate  twelve  little  cakes,  each  one  different  from 
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the  other.  You  see,  they  are  so  good,  and  she  said, 
as  a  conscientious  tourir.t,  she  thought  she  ought  to 
try  every  kind  in  the  shop,  so  as  to  iinow  which  was 
nicest.  But  she  felt  odd  afterwards,  and  refused  one 
or  two  of  the  best  courses  at  dinner. 

The  way  that  we  have  used  our  time  at  Tours 
IS  very  much  to  our  credit,  I  think-or  rather  to  the 
Lightning  Conductor's.  In  the  mornings  Brown 
has  taken  us  on  excursions  outside  the  town,  and  in 
the  afternoons,  before  dark,  we  have  "done"  the 
town  itself,  as  Aunt  Mary  would  say,  though  I  hate 
the  expression  mysel;-.  But  one  whole  day  out  of 
our  three  we  spent  in  running  with  the  car  to 
Langeais  and  Azay-le-Rideau. 

That  new  car  is  a  treasure,  and  Brown  drives  as  if 
there  were  a  sort  of  sympathy  between  him  and  it 
We  go  at  a  thrilling  pace  sometimes,  but  that  is  only 
when  we  have  a  long,  straight  road,  empty  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  see.     He  is  very  considerate  to  "horse- 
drivers,"  as   he  calls   them,  and   he   sa\'s   "for  the 
sake  of  the  sport"  everyone  driving  an  automobile 
should  be  careful  of  the  rights  of  other  persons  on 
the  road.     He  slows  down  at  once,  or  ex  en  .stops  the 
car  altogether,  if  we  meet  a  restive  horse.     Once  he 
got  out  and  pacified  a  silly  beast  that  was  nervous 
leadmg  it  past  the  car ;  and  when  it  was  qi;ite  quiet 
the  old  peasant  who  was  driving  exclaimed  that  if 
all  automobilists  were  like  us  there  would  never  bt 
complaints.     We  managed  to  make  up  for  lost  time 
though;  and  when  Brown  "lets  her  out,'  as  he  calls' 
It,  until  we  are  going  as  fast  as  a  quick  train,  I  can 
teU  you  It  is  something  worth  living  for.     When  th« 
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country  is  very  brautiful  we  dri\e  slowly,  and  save 
our  "spurts"  for  the  uninteresting  parts, 

I  know  you've  read  Balzac's  Duchesse  de  Langeais. 
in  English,  for  it  was  I  who  gave  it  to  you.  I  don't 
suppose  she  ever  lived,  really,  at  the  Chateau  de 
Langeais  or  anywhere  else ;  but  the  thought  of  her 
made  Langeais  even  more  interesting  to  me  than  it 
would  have  been  if  she'd  been  erased  from  the 
picture. 

It's  a  great,  grey,  frowning,  turretted  and  crenel- 
lated fortress-house,  and  I  felt  so  much  obliged  to 
it  for  having  kept  its  practicable  drawbridge.  We 
drove  almost  up  to  the  door,  through  a  clean,  very 
old  little  town,  and  just  opposite  the  entrance  was  a 
quamt  house  where  Brown  said  Rabelais  had  lived. 
I  don't  believe  Aunt  Mary  knew  anything  about 
Rabelais.  However,  she  eagerly  Kodaked  the  house, 
and  later,  when  I  gravely  mentioned  to  her  that 
Rabelais  was  the  kind  you  wouldn't  allow  me  to 
read,  but  of  course  she  might,  if  she  liked,  she  gave 
a  squeak  of  dismay,  and  threatened  to  waste  all  her 
films  rather  than  let  a  photographer  see  that  one 
when  they  went  to  be  developed.  I  do  hope  /  shan't 
be  an  old  maid  ! 

The  Parisian  millionaire  who  owns  the  Chateau 
and  lives  in  it  part  of  the  year,  must  be  a  wonder- 
fully generous,  public-spirited  man.  Only  think,  he 
has  spent  thousands  and  thousands  in  restoring  the 
castle,  in  keeping  up  the  lovely  garden,  and  in 
having  all  the  rooms  exquisitely  furnished  and  deco- 
rated exactly  in  the  period  of  wicked  Louis  the 
Eleventh  and  Charles  the  Eighth.    But  instead  of 
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keeping  these  beautiful  things  for  himself  and  his 
family  and  friends,  he  lets  everybody  have  the 
benefit,  not  even  making  an  exception  of  his  own 
private  rooms.  Here  Anne  of  Brittany  was  very 
much  to  the  fore  again,  for  she  was  married  to 
Charles  at  Langeais,  and  we  went  into  the  room 
of  the  wedding.  I  should  have  liked  to  take  the 
splendid,  dignified,  old  major-domo,  who  showed  us 
about,  home  with  me ;  but  I'm  sure  he'd  pine  away 
and  die  if  torn  from  his  beloved  Chiteau. 

We  bought  quaint  painted  Iron  brooches,  with 
Anne  of  Brittany's  crest  on  them,  in  the  town  j  and 
then  we  drove  away  through  pretty,  undulating 
country,  which  must  be  lovely  in  summer,  to  Azay- 
le-RIdeau.  Francis  the  First  built  it;  and  he 
certainly  had  as  good  taste  in  castles  as  in  ladies, 
which  is  saying  a  great  deaL 

This  is  a  fairy  house.  It  doesn't  look  as  If  it 
had  ever  been  huilt  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  as  if 
somebody  had  dropped  a  huge,  glimmering  pearl 
down  on  the  green  meadow,  and  it  had  rolled  near 
enough  to  the  water  to  see  its  own  reflection.  Then 
the  same  somebody  had  carved  exquisite  designs  all 
over  the  pearl,  and  finally  hollowed  it  out  and  turned 
it  into  a  king's  house. 

As  usual,  we  came  to  it  across  a  bridge,  not  span- 
nmg  the  Loire  this  time,  but  a  branch  of  the  River 
Indre;  and  it's  in  the  Indre  that  the  pearly  Chateau 
bathes  its  pearly  feet  Almost  I  wished  that  I  hadn't 
gone  inside  ths  pearl.  Not  that  the  inside  was 
worthless ;  there  was  a  mantel  or  two,  and  a  great 
show  staircase,  with  a  carved,  vaulted  roof;  but  it 
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was  an  anti- climax  after  the  outside  and  after 
Langeais.  When  we  came  out  from  "viewing  the 
interior,"  as  the  guide-books  say,  I  walked  all  round 
the  Chateau  again,  looking  up  at  the  carved  chimneys 
and  the  sculptured  windows,  the  charming  turrets, 
and  the  sloping  roof  of  blue-grey  slate ;  all  so  light 
and  elegant,  seeming  to  say,  "  Come  and  live  here. 
You  will  be  happy."  Oh,  they  have  some  lovely 
things  in  Europe,  that  we  can  never  have  in  our  new 
country  I  We've  a  good  excuse  for  wanting  to  come 
over  here.  But  it's  so  good  to  feel  that  the  things 
are  for  us,  and  for  everybody— not  just  for  England, 
or  France,  or  Italy,  as  the  case  may  be. 

To-morrow  we  are  going  to  try  and  see  three 
chateaux— Uss<5,  and  Luynes,  and  Chinoa  We'll 
come  back  to  Tours  and  our  dear  Hotel  de  I'Univers ; 
but  the  day  after— good-bye  to  both,  and  how-do- 
you-do  Loches!  I'll  leave  this  open,  and  put  in  a 
postscript.  I  haven't  given  you  a  real,  characteristic 
postscript  for  a  long  time. 

Evening ;  and  Loches. 
"  Here  I  am  again  ! "  as  Jack-in-the-Box  says. 
And  we've  done  all  the  things  I  said  we  were  going 
to.  But  I'm  too  full  of  Loches  and  too  excited  about 
Loches  to  tell  you  anything  of  yesterday's  three 
castles,  except  to  fling  them  an  adjective  or  two,  and 
pass  on.  Let  me  see,  what  adjective,  since  I've  con- 
fined myself  to  one,  shall  I  give  Uss^?  "Splendid," 
I  think.  "  Interesting  "  is  all  I  can  afTord  for  Luynes, 
though  it  deserves  a  lot  more,  if  only  for  its  his- 
tory.   And  well—"  magnificent "  must  do  for  Chinon. 
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Perhaps  it  has  the  mo^t  beautiful  \ic\v  of  all.  But 
Loches— Lochcs !  1  had  forgotten  its  existence  till 
I  dug  it  lip  for  mj-  elf  in  Qimitin  Diinrard,  and  the 
guide-books,  to  which  Aunt  Mary  is  so  faithful,  don't 
do  it  any  sort  of  justice.  They  don't  tell  you  to  go 
to  see  it,  whntnct  else  you  must  make  up  your  mind 
to  miss.  Why,  Aunt  M.s  particular  pet  devoted 
almost  as  much  space  to  the  queer  little  rock  village 
of  Rochecorbon,  whose  li-hted  windows  glared  at 
us  like  cat's  eyes  away  high  up  above  the  road,  one 
dark  evening  (when  we'd  been  belated  after  an  excur- 
sion) getting  back  to  Tours. 

Luckily  the  Lightning  Conductor  appreciated 
Loches  at  its  true  value,  and  told  me  it  was  well 
worth  making  a  short  ddtour— as  we  must — to  see. 
We  had  to  go  out  ol  our  way  as  far  as  a  place  called 
Cormery,  but  that  was  nothing,  and  yesterday  morn- 
ing  early  we  started.  It  was  the  first  sparkling  blue- 
and-gold  d,->;.  v  have  hi'  for  a  while ;  it  seemed  as 
if  it  must  have  come  across  to  us  from  Pro\ence,  as 
a  sample,  to  show  what  we  might  expect  if  we  hurried 
on  there.  The  air  was  like  champagne — or  Vouvray 
—and  we  spun  along  at  our  very  best  on  the  smooth, 
wide  Route  Nationale,  our  faces  turned  towards 
Provence  as  a  graceful  compliment  for  the  gift  of  the 
weather. 

We  have  a  neat  little  trie!.  )f  getting  to  places  just 
in  time  for  lunch,  and  we  managed  it  at  Loches,  as 
usual  We'd  hardly  driven  into  the  town  before 
1  fell  in  love  with  its  quaintness ;  but  !  didn't  fall 
in  love  with  the  hotel  until  I'd  been  surprised  with 
a  ptrfcctly  rielicious  ddjeuncr.     Then  I  let  my»«lf  go ; 
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and  when  I'd  seen  how  pretty  the  old-fashioned  bed- 
rooms were,  I  begged  to  stay  all  niyht  instead  of 
going  on.  Brown  seems  to  regard  my  requests  as  if 
they  were  those  of  royalty— commands ;  and  he 
rearranged  our  programme  accordini^Iy,  I'm  writing 
in  a  green-and-pink  damask  bedroom  now,  but  when 
I  shut  my  eyes  1  can  see  the  castle  and  the  dungeons 
and— Madame  C^sar.  Yes,  I  think  I  can  find  my 
way  back  for  your  benefit,  and  return  on  our  own 
tracks. 

First,  like  a  promising  preface  to  the  ruined  strong- 
hold of  the  terrible  Louis,  we  went  through  a  massive 
gateway,  flanked  with  towers,  and  climbed  up  a 
winding  street  of  ancient,  but  not  decrepit  houses, 
to  come  out  at  last  upon  a  plateau  with  the  gigantic 
walls  of  the  cast's  on  our  left.  When  1  remenibered 
w/io  caused  those  out  vorks  and  walls  to  be  put  up, 
so  high  and  grim  and  sf.ong,  and  ivliy,  I  felt  a  little 
"  creep "  run  up  my  spme  at  sight  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  stonework.  "  Who  enters  here  leaves  hope 
behind "  might  have  been  written  o\cr  the  g;ite\\;iy 
in  the  dreadful  days  when  Loches  was  in  its  wicked 
prime.  Those  walls  are  colossal,  like  perpendicular 
cliffs.  At  a  door  in  one  of  them  we  tinkled  a  bell, 
and  presently  with  loud  unlocking  of  double  doors, 
quite  a  pretty  young  girl  appeared  and  invited  us  in. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  \h'& gardicn,  she  told  us.  It 
was  almost  a  shock  to  see  something  so  frch  and 
young  living  in  such  a  forbidding,  torture  h.iuntoJ 
den  as  Louis'  Chateau  of  Loches.  She  was  like  one 
of  the  little  bright-colou'c'  winter  blossoms  springing 
out  from  a  cranny  of  thv  ^.•e>  walU.     When  .,he  had 
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lighted  rather  a  smelly  lantern,  we  prepared  to  follow 
into  the  "  fastnesses  "  of  the  castle.  If  ever  that  good 
old  double-dyed  word  could  be  appropriate,  it  is  to 
Loches.  I  never  thoroughly  realised  before  the  awful 
might  of  kings  in  feudal  and  mediaeval  days.  To 
think  that  Louis  XI.  had  the  power  to  build  such 
a  place,  and  to  hustle  his  enemies  away  for  ever 
out  of  the  sunshine,  behind  those  tremendous  walls, 
and  bury  them  in  tlie  yard-square  cells  hollowed  in 
the  thickness  of  the  stone!  I  used  to  wish  I'd  lived 
in  those  stirring  times,  but  I  changed  my  mind  to-day 
— temporarily. 

In   the   middle   of   the    fortress   is   an   enormous 
square,  white  keep;   so  heavy,  solid,  and  imposing 
that  it  seems  more  like  the  slow  work  of  Nature  than 
of  man.     Down  steep,  winding  steps  in  a  tducr,  we 
followed  our  guide  into   the  dungeons   where   that 
unspeakable    Louis    shut    up    the    people    he   was 
afraid  to  leave  in  the  world.     Waving  her  lantern  in 
the  dusk,  the  girl   showed  us  where   the  wretched 
prisoners  had  tried  to  keep  themselves  from  madness 
by  painting  on  the  roof  and  walls.     In  one  cell  a 
bishop  had  cut  into  the  solid  wall  a  little  altar,  just 
where  a  slanting  ray   of  sunshine   stole  through  a 
grating  and  occasionally  laid  a  small  patch  of  light 
for  a  few  minutes,  only  to   snatch   it  away  again. 
Several  of  the  cells  were  just  black  holes  scooped 
out  of  the  rock,  and  there  it  seemed  to  have  been 
Louis'  delight  to  put   some  of  the  most  important 
prisoners— men  who  had  lived  like  princes,  and  had 
power  over  life  and  death  in  their  own  countries. 
Oh,  do  you  remember  wily  Cardinal  Balue?     I've 
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been  refreshing  my  memory  of  him  in  Quentin 
Durward,  hating  him  dreadfully;  but  I  did  have 
a  spasm  of  pity  when  I  saw  the  big,  welMike  place 
where  he  was  suspended  for  so  many  years,  like  an 
imprisoned  canary,  in  a  wooden  cage,  because  he 
betrayed  Louis'  secrets  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy. 
Henry  James  says,  in  a  fascinating  Tauchnitz  volume 
I  bought  in  Tours  {A  Little  Tour  in  France),  that 
Cardinal  Balue  "survived  much  longer  than  might 
have  been  expected  this  extraordinary  mixture  of 
seclusion  and  exposure."  Isn't  that  just  the  cunningest 
way  of  expressing  it  ? 

Last  of  all,  we  went  up  to  the  top  of  a  high  tower 
m  the  midst  of  the  Chateau,  and  there,  as  if  we'd 
been  on  the  mast-head  of  a  ship,  we  had  a  bird's-eye 
view  of  the  pretty  white  town,  with  the  Indre  mur- 
muring by  in  sedgy  meadows  outside.  There  were 
some  wonderful  old  cuttings  in  the  stone,  made  by 
the  soldiers  who  acted  as  sentinels  and  prisoners' 
guards  ;  and  Aunt  Mary  Kodaked  me  as  I  sat  study- 
mg  them.  We  could  spy,  across  the  plateau  of  the 
castle,  the  tomb  of  Agnes  Sorel,  and  decided  to  go  to 
It ;  but  we  left  the  poor  girl  till  so  late,  finally,  that 
we  could  only  see  her  glimmering  white  in  effigy  of 
marble,  with  a  sweetly  resigned  face,  modest,  folded 
hands,  and  a  dear  little  soft  sitting-down  lamb  to 
rest  her  pretty  feet  on.  She  had,  besides,  two  very 
pretty  young  angels  to  watch  over  her  and  wake  her 
up  when  it  should  be  time. 

I'm  sure  it  would  have  taken  at  least  three  such 
angels  to  wake  me  up,  until  I  had  "slept  out,"  after 
our  long  afternoon  in  the  castle,  and  later  in  the  town 
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I  went  to  bed  early  and  slept  ten  hours.  We  hadn't 
to  start  immediately,  as  our  drive  for  the  day  wasn't 
long,  so  I  proposed  to  Aunt  Mary  that  we  should 
breakfast  in  our  rooms  and  ihen  go  out  for  a  morning 
walk.  The  breakfast  idea  appealed  to  her ;  not  so 
the  walk,  and  accordingly  I  had  to  go  alone.  I  had 
no  plan,  except  perhaps  to  buy  a  souvenir  or  two ; 
but  in  the  crooked  street  leading  up  to  the  castle  I 
met  Brown.  He  was  reading  a  notice  on  the  great 
gateway,  directing  strangers  to  .some  excavations 
lately  made.  He  took  off  his  cap  at  sight  of  me, 
and  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  the  excavations  would 
be  worth  seeing.  He  had  heard  that  they  were,  and 
I  said  that  I  should  be  glad  if  he  would  show  me 
how  to  go  to  the  place.  I  didn't  like  wandering 
about  by  myself.  Everything  is  so  horrid  that  one 
does  by  oneself  in  a  strange  country,  and  then  if 
Brown  isn't  useful  in  one  way  he  always  proves  to  be 
in  another.  So  he  obeyed,  of  course,  walking  not 
too  close,  as  if  to  let  me  see  that  he  recognised  the 
distance  between  us.  I've  often  noticed  him  do  that 
if  we  have  to  go  anywhere  together  on  foot,  and  I 
think  it's  rather  nice  of  him,  don't  you  ?  Just  a  little 
pathetic  too,  maybe.  Anyhow,  it  seems  that  way  to 
me,  for  he  really  ought  to  have  been  a  gentleman. 
It's  such  a  waste  of  good  material,  the  Lord  using 
him  up  for  a  chauffeur  when  any  common  stuff  would 
have  done  for  that. 

Well,  we  went  on  a  short  distance  until  we  saw  a 
tiny  cottage  in  a  wild-looking  garden  at  the  foot  of 
the  huge  fortress  walls.  We  rang  a  gate-bell,  when 
another  notice  told  us  we'd  got  to  the  right  place, 
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and  a  little,  smiling  woman  came  out  to  welcome 
us.     Oh,  yes  I  said  she  volubly ;  she  would  show  u>, 
the  excavations,  and  we  would  find  them  as  interest- 
ing as  anything  we  could  see  in  Loches.     Already  it 
was  easy  to  see  that  in  her,  at  least,  we  had  found 
something  interesting.     She  had  the  nicest,  brightest 
old  face,  and  she  poured  out  upon  us  a  kind  of  benign 
dew   of   conversation.      She    introduced    herself  "as 
Madame  C^sar ;  always  talking  and  explaining,  she 
lighted  a  candle,  led  us  to  the  mouth  of  an  egg- 
shaped  subterranean  path,  and  bowed  us  down.     She 
went,  too,  down    the   steep   steps,   telling  how  this 
passage  and  many  ramifications  of  it  had  been  Dis- 
covered only  recently,  most  of  the  excavations  having 
been  the  work  of  her  husband.    It  was  supposed  that 
an  underground  gallery  led  a  long  way  from  Loches 
to  some  di.stant  spot,  so  that  people  could  come  from 
and  go  to  the  castle  unseen,  and  so  that  the  fortress 
could  secretly  receive  provisions  if  it  were  besieged. 
All  sorts  of  things  had  be^n  fc  jnd  in  the  passages- 
rosaries,  and  old,  old  books,  and  coins,  and  queer 
playing-card.5 ;    and  some  of  the  best  of  the  relics 
she  had  in  her  own  cottage.     We  stopped  to  see 
them  afterwards,  and  she  reeled  forth  yards  of  history 
in  the  most  fascinating  and  vivacious  manner,  accom- 
panied by  dramatic  gestures,  almost  worthy  of  Sarah 
Bernhardt.     I  suppose  she  must  have  been  down  in 
the  excavations  oftener  than  she  could  lemember,  but 
you  would  have  thought  it  was  perfectly  new  to  her, 
and  she  was  seeing  it  for  the  first  time.     She  gave  us 
a  rose  each  to  remember  her  by,  and  oh  I— wasn't  it 
comic,  or  tragic  ?  which  you  will— she  quite  misunder- 
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stood  things,  and  suggested  that  /  should  put  Brown's 
rose  in  his  leathery  buttonhole.  He  and  I  both  pre- 
tended not  to  hear,  but  I  felt  embarrassed  for  a 
minute.  Nevertheless,  I  wouldn't  have  missed  Madame 
C^sar  and  her  excavations  for  a  good  deal. 

There,  dejeuner  is  ready,  and  you'll  be  glad,  maybe, 
dear,  far-away  Dad,  because  it  will  spare  you  further 
descriptions.  After  dejeuner  we  shall  proceed  to  be 
lightning-conducted  again,  and  I  shall  duly  collect  a 
few  more  adventures  to  recount.  Good-bye,  dear. 
How  I  wish  you  were  with  me  instead  of  Aunt  Mary  I 
Your  everlasting 

Molly. 
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Biarritz,  Vteember  ii. 
My  dear  Montie, 

I  have  let  you  rest  a  good  long  time  without 
a  letter  (not  that  I've  bwen  taking  a  rest  myself),  and 
now  I  should  think  you  are  opening  your  eyes  with 
astonishment  at  the  picture  on  my  paper  of  a  hotel 
at  beautiful,  blowy  Biarritz.  Thereby  hangs  a  tale 
of  adventure  and  misadventure. 

No  doubt  my  fair  employer  believes  me  at  this 
moment  to  be  consorting  with  couriers  in  the 
servants'  hall  (if  there  be  one)  of  her  hotel.  But,  as 
usual,  I  know  a  trick  worth  two  of  that ;  and  having 
washed  his  hands  of  Erov/n  for  the  time  being,  your 
friend  Jack  sits  smoking  his  pipe  and  writing  to  you 
in  what  is  known  as  the  "monkey-house"  of  this 
hotel.  As  you  don't  know  Biarritz,  you'll  think  that 
in  exchanging  all  the  comforts  of  a  servants'  hall  for 
a  monkey-house  I  am  not  doing  myself  as  well  as 
I  might  But  there  are  monkey-houses  and  monkey- 
houses.  This  one  is  a  delightful  glass  room  built 
on  to  the  front  of  the  hotel,  facing  a  garden  and 
tennis  courts,  commanding  a  glorious  view  of  the 
sea  and  also  of  every  creature,  human  and  inhuman, 
who  goes  bjr.  One  has  tea  in  the  monkey-house ; 
«»s 
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one  writes  letters,  reads  novels,  smokes  or  gossips, 
according  to  sex  and  inclination  ;  one  can  also  be 
seen  at  one's  private  avocations  by  the  madding 
crowd  outside  the  glass  house,  hence  the  name. 

The  air  is  luminous  with  sunshine  and  punsrent 
with  ozone  Great  green  rollers  are  marching  in,  to 
break  in  thunder  on  the  beach,  and  fling  rainbow 
spouts  of  spray  over  tumbled  brown  rocks.  In  the 
distance  the  sea  has  all  the  colours  of  a  peacock's 
tail ;  the  world  is  at  its  best,  and  I  ought  to  be 
rejoicing  in  its  hospitality;  but  I'm  not.  The  fact 
is,  I'm  upset  in  my  mind.  I'm  over  head  and  ears 
in  love,  and  as  there's  no  hope  of  scrambling  out 
again  (I'm  hanged  if  I  would,  even  if  I  could),  or  of 
getting  my  feet  on  solid  ground,  mere  beauty  of 
landscape  and  seascape  appear  slightly  irrelevant. 

I  wouldn't  bother  you  with  my  difficulties,  which, 
I  admit,  are  mostly  my  own  fault,  and  serve  me 
right  for  beginning  wrong,  but  you  asked  in  your 
letter  if  you  could  help  me  in  any  way ;  and  it  does 
help  to  let  off  steam.  You  are  my  safety-valve,  old 
man. 

You  will  have  had  my  hasty  line  from  Angoulime 
(birthplace  of  witch-stories  and  of  Miss  Randolph's 
beloved  Francis  the  First)  telling  you  how  we  got  rid 
of  Eyelashes.  I  don't  think  we  shall  ever  encounter 
that  beautiful  young  vision  again,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  we  shall  be  spared  others  of  his  kind,  but 
one  never  knows  what  will  happen  with  an  American 
girl  at  the  helm.  I  told  you  also  of  our  doings 
among  the  chateaux.  Altogether,  that  was  an 
idyllic  time ;  and  still,  though  I  have  been  grumbling 
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1  haven  t  much  fault  to  find  with  Fate.  You  re- 
member that  weird  story  of  Hawthorne's,  about  the 
man  who  walked  out  of  his  own  house  one  mornin'^ 
took   lodgings   m   a   neighbouring  street,   disguised 

who"'Iv!"ir '^^  'Z  y^  '""^  =^°">'  °^  •>''  -'«. 

home^r^  "^u  °'  '''^^'     ^'  '^^^  the  desire  fo 

home  came  over  h.m  again  ;  he  knocked  at  his  own 
door  and  went  in  ;  there  the  story  ends 

y,i^Lrf'°."  ''J""'  "^^^  °f  Hawthorne's  hero, 
wthout  the  tragedy.  When  shall  I  return  to  m^• 
own  home?  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  stepped  out  of 
myowjn  sphere  into  another,  and  sometfmes  I  hav^ 
an  odd  ^nse  of  detachment,  as  if  I  were  floatin! 
ma  vo.d.  It  is  only  when  I  am  writing  to  you  o^r 
when  I  get  letters  from  the  world  I  have  left,  that 

Iff  Pat  rf '  TT  "^  "''^  *^=  p-'-  sS- 

world,  which  have  fallen  into  Browns  world  like 
strange  rcmmders  of  another  existence.  I  have  had 
your  own  welcome  words,  and  a  letter  from  my 
mother  at  Cannes  (I  gave  her  my  address  at  Poitiers) 

SSn^?  i''  r"^'  ''"'''  °'  J^*^"  «™  -th 
i  1  r  u "  '^V'Shtcr."  and  .-..ging  me  to  haste.  As 
f  I  should  rush  from  the  society  of  the  Goddess  in 
mL  R  '^%°P"'«"'  charms  (in  both  senses)  of 

M^s  Barrowl     It  appears  that  Jabez  the  Rich  does 

mv  ^^K  .^'""'''  '"'  '''^'''  ^°'  ^'^'y-  -"d  that 
my  mother  has  promised  to  "personally  conduct" 
U^em  to  Rome.  She  wants  me  to  reach  Cannes 
befr.e  they  leave,  or  if  that's  impossible,  to  abandon 
my  car  and  follow  by  rail  to  Rome,  lest  i  •■  miss  U,°s 
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great  chance."  I  am  not  :  irprised  at  this  move. 
My  dear  mothe  when  the  travelling  fit  is  upan  her, 
is  nothing  if  not  erratic.  She  is  here  to-day,  and, 
having  seen  the  charms  of  another  place  advertised 
on  a  poster,  is  gone  to-morrow. 

On  getting  this  letter  a  happy  inspiration  cam; 
into  my  mind.  It  had  been  the  more  or  less  vag^e 
intention  of  the  Goddess,  after  inspecting  the  castles 
of  the  Loire,  to  steer  for  Lyons,  arriving  at  Nice 
by  way  of  Grenoble.  I  offered  the  wily  suggestion, 
however,  that  it  would  make  a  more  varied  and  less 
"  obvious "  tour  if  we  went  down  by  Bordeaux  and 
Biarritz,  snatched  a  glimpse  of  Spain,  travelled  along 
the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees  to  Marseilles,  and  so  reach 
the  Riviera  by  this  long  cUtour.  The  word  "obvious" 
is  a  black  beast  to  an  American  girl,  who  will  be 
original  or  nothing ;  therefore  my  suggestion  is  in 
the  way  of  being  carried  out.  I've  written  to  my 
mother  that  I  can't  reach  Cannes  before  she  herself 
leaves  for  Rome ;  thus  I  gain  time.  Still,  the  day 
of  disclosure  must  come  at  last,  and  the  longer  it's 
put  off  the  less  I  like  to  think  about  it 

The  Goddess  (alias  Miss  Randolph)  is  staying  with 
her  aunt  at  the  Angleterre.  I  have  slunk  off  here, 
having  arranged  matters  with  the  hall  porter  at  the 
other  place,  who  will,  if  my  mistress  wants  me,  send 
a  messenger  post-haste.  Meanwhile  the  car  reposes 
in  a  garage,  where  it  is  kept  clean  and  in  running 
order  without  any  trouble  to  me.  As  I  have 
gradually  drifted  into  the  position  of  Miss  Ran- 
dolph's courier  as  well  as  her  chauffeur,  I  c^n  plan 
these  things  as  I  like,  for  she  never  glances  at  her 
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bills,  which  I  settle,  giving  an  account  every  few  days. 
Uo  you  recall  your  own  story  of  the  conscientious 
Yankee  from  the  country  who  failed  in  his  efforts 
to  eat  straight  through  the  menu  at  a  Paris  hot^i 
dinner,  and  appealed  to  the  waiter  to  know  whether 
he  might  now  "skip  from  thar  to  thar"?  Well 
I  would  skip  on  my  menu  from  Loches  to  Biarritz  • 
but  you  were  to  have  been  my  companion  on  this 
trip,  and  you  cry  for  details. 

From  Loches  we  took  a  cross-country  route  which 
brought  us  out  in  the  main  road  from  Tours  to 
Bordeaux  at  Dang^.  There  isn't  much  to  say  about 
Uiat  run,  except  that  it  was  through  agreeable,  un- 
dulating country  with  wide  horizons,  like  a  thousand 
other  undulations  and  horizons  in  France  At  La 
Haye-Descartes  we  struck  a  pretty  picture  when 
crossing  a  bridge  over  the  River  Cieuse  The  setting 
sui.  nad  performed  the  miracle  of  turning  the  water 
into  wine,  and,  chattering  and  laughing  as  if  that 
wine  had  gone  to  their  pretty  heads,  a  company  of 
girls  and  young  women,  all  on  their  knees,  cheerfully 
did  their  washing  in  the  stream.  It  was  one  of  those 
homely  scenes  that  one  is  constantly  coming  across 
in  this  'pleasant  land  of  France"  to  leave  a  picture 
m  one's  mind.  Miss  Randolph  would  have  me  stop 
the  car  on  the  bridge  to  watch  it. 

A  queer  thing  about  France,  by  the  way.  You 
and  I  have  both  been  entertained  right  royally  in 
jolly  old  chateaux  by  delightful  French  people  of  our 
own  class.  We  know  that  life  in  such  country  houses 
carl  be  as  charming  as  it  is  in  England  ,•  yet  if  one 
had  never  seen  it  from  the  inside,  one  would  fancy  in 
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travelling  that  nothing  of  the  sort  existed.  Roughly, 
one  might  sum  the  difference  up  in  a  phrase  by 
saying  that  France  presents  a  peasant's  landscape, 
England  a  landlord's.  In  England  you  see  twenty 
good  country  houses  for  every  one  you  pass  in  France 
— excepting  only  the  district  of  the  Loire;  and 
outdoor  life  as  we  know  it,  on  the  road  and  on  the 
river,  doesn't  seem  to  exist  over  here.  Somehow 
I  was  never  so  much  struck  with  this  contrast  before, 
though  I  know  this  country  almost  as  well  as  I  know 
my  hat.  Think  of  the  English  roads  and  lanes,  of 
'he  pretty  girls  and  decent  men  one  meets  on  horse- 
back or  in  smart  dofcarts,  the  dowagers  in  victorias, 
the  crowds  of  cyclists,  the  occasional  fine  motor-car, 
the  knickerbockered  men  walking  for  the  pleasure  of 
exercise !  Here,  though  one  knows  there  are  more 
motors  than  at  home,  one  rarely  comes  across  them 
out  of  towns ;  and  as  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  or, 
indeed,  any  sort  of  people  out  solely  for  enjoyment, 
they're  as  rare  as  black  opals.  I  look  in  vain  for 
pretty  field  paths  and  rural  lanes,  where  workmen 
and  their  sweethearts  wander  when  the  day  is  done. 
I  suppose  they  prefer  to  do  their  love-making  indoors 
or  in  front  of  a  cafe,  or  perhaps  they  sandwich  it  in 
with  their  long  hours  of  work,  and  that  is  the  reason 
why  the  whole  of  France  seems  so  much  more 
cultivated  than  country  England — the  reason  why 
every  acre  is  turned  to  account,  not  a  square  yard 
o(  earth  left  untilled.  It's  only  the  magnificent  roads 
which  aren't  enough  appreciated,  apparently,  by  the 
"  nobility  and  gentry,"  as  the  tradesmen's  circulars 
have  it    And  what  roads  the  Routes  Nationales  aie 
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— born  for  motor-cars  I— varying  a  little  from  depart- 
ment to  department,  but  equally  good  almost  every- 
where. You  come  to  a  stone  marking  the  boundary 
of  a  department,  for  instance,  and  crossing  an 
imaginary  line,  find  yourself  on  a  different  kind  of 
surface,  each  department  being  allowed  to  make  its 
road  after  the  manner  which  pleases  it  best— provided 
only  it  makes  it  well. 

The  Route  Nationale  from  Paris  to  Bayonne,  along 
part  of  which  we've  lately  travelled,  is  goou  nearly 
all  the  way  From  Dang<  to  Poitiers  is  a  splendid 
bit,  and  up  to  Poitiers  one  climbs  a  considerable  hill. 
It's  a  cheerful  town,  with  a  fine  cathedral,  and  li-'ely 
streets  full  of  red-legged  soldiers,  rather  weedy  and 
shambling fellows,like  mostFrench conscripts.  Beyond 
Poitiers  the  road  is  one  long,  exhilarating  switchback 
—you  rush  down  one  hill,  climb  another,  swoop  again 
into  a  hollow,  and  so  on,  the  road  unrolling  itself  like 
a  great  white  tape.  You  try  to  drive  faster  than  the 
tape  unrolls,  but  somehow  you  can  never  beat  it 

That  we  were  getting  into  the  south  was  shown  by 
the  fact  that  the  roau  was  bordered  by  endless  rows 
of  walnut  trees.  Under  a  tumbled  sky,  and  with  an 
occasional  spatter  of  rain,  we  passed  that  day  through 
a  vast  stretch  of  rolling,  cultivated  land,  with  obscure 
villages  at  long  intervals.  In  a  little  town  called 
Couh6-Verac  we  lunched  rather  late.  The  regular 
dijeuner  was  over,  as  it  was  nearly  three  in  the  after- 
noon ;  but  in  ten  minutes  after  we  got  into  the  house 
we  sat  down  to  this  luncheon:  boiled  ^gs,  roast 
veal,  botuf  d  la  mode,  purie  of  potatoes,  pheasant,  a 
delicious  p&U,  grapes,  peaches,  pears,  sweet  biscuits, 


133   THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 


ii.  ' 


» 


cream  cheese,  red  and  white  wine,  and  bread  ad 
libitum  ;  all  for  two  Trancs  fifty  per  head.  Think  of 
it!  This  was  a  homely  village  inn,  with  no  pre- 
tensions. What  would  have  happened  if  we  had 
turned  up  unexpectedly  at  such  a  house  in  England  ? 
We  should  have  been  offered  cold  beef  and  pickles, 
with  the  alternative  ot  ham  and  eggs,  or  possibly 
"  chop  or  steak,  sir  ;  take  twenty  minutes."  Truly  in 
cooking  we  are  barbarians.  The  French  dine;  we 
feed. 

The  landlord  was  a  man  of  character.  He  had 
delightful  manners,  and  though  he  was  young  his 
hair  was  greyish,  and  cut  low  and  straight  across  a 
broad  forehead.  Through  gold  -  rimmed  glasses 
gleamed  the  blue  eyes  of  an  enthusiast  He  went 
with  me  to  look  at  the  car,  and  explained  that  he 
was  an  inventor— that  he  had  designed  a  new  system 
of  marine  propulsion  more  powerful  than  the  screw. 
It  followed  the  action  of  a  man  in  swimming, "  regular 
in  irr^ularity,"  and  standing  on  his  toes,  he  flung  out 
his  arms,  and  beat  them  rhythmically  in  the  air  to 
illustrate  his  theory.  It  was  hart*  'le  co:.r/!ed  in  me, 
to  have  to  keep  an  inn  in  a  srr-i !  '.  .r,,  hen  he 
ought  to  be  in  Paris,  among  eng;neer3,  perlecting  his 
invention.  Did  I,  by  any  chance,  know  of  a  capitalist 
who  would  back  him  ?  I  sympathised  and  regretted ; 
but  who  knows  if  he  has  not  got  hold  of  an  idea? 
At  Blois  they  have  a  statue  of  Denis  Papin,  who,  the 
French  say,  invented  the  steam  engine.  Perhaps, 
years  hence,  if  my  grandchildren  pass  through  Couh^- 
Verac,  they  may  see  a  statue  to  the  blue-eyed  land- 
lord of  its  little  inn. 
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Beyond  Couhi-Verac  we  had  our  first  dog  accident. 
Dogs,  you  know,  are  as  great  a  nuisance  to  auto- 
mobiles as  they  are  to  cycles,  and  they  charge  at 
one's   car  with  such  vehemence  that  their   impetus 
almost  carries  them  imder  thi;  wheels.     Sometimes 
they  show  their  strength  by  galloping  alongside  the 
car  for  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  barking  so  furiously 
the   while   that   their   bodies  are   contorted   by   the 
violence  of  the  effort.     I  was  driving  at  a  moderate 
pace  (something  under  thirty  miles  an  hour)  when  a 
beautiful  collie  which  had  been  sUnding  by  the  road- 
side walked  quietly  out  and  planted  himself  with  his 
back  to  me  in  front  of  the  car.     The  fact  was  that 
he  saw  his  master  coming  along  the  road,  and  had 
gone  forward  to  greet  him.     The  whole  thing  hap- 
pened in  an  instant,  so  that  I  had  no  time  to  stop. 
I  think  th«?  dog  must  have  been  deaf  not  to  hear  the 
noise  of  the  car.     I  shouted,  but  he  took  no  notice. 
To  swerve  violently  lu  one  side  was  to  risk  upsetting 
the  car ;   bc'iides,  there  was  no  room  to  do  this  as 
another  vehicle  happened  to  be  passing.     If  there 
had   been  only  the  car   to  sacrifice,  I  would   have 
sacrificed  it  to  save  that  collie ;  but  I  couldn't  sacri- 
fice Miss  Randolph.     There  was  nothing  for  it  but 
to  drive  over  the  dog.     With  a  sickening  wrench  of 
the  heart,  I  saw  the  nice  beast  disappear  under  the 
front  of  the  car.     Instantly  slowing  down,  I  looked 
behind  me  expecting  to  see  a  mangled  corpse.     But 
there  was  the  dog  rolling  over  and  over  on  the  road. 
Clearly   some    under   part   of   the   car   had    struck 
him  and  sent  him  spinning.     The  noise,  the  unex- 
pected blow,  the  fierce,  hot  blast  of  the  poisonous 
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exhaust  pouring  into  his  face,  must  have  made  the 
poor  fellow  think  that  he  had  stri"-'  a  travelling 
earthquake.  But  happily  he  was  .ihurt  As  1 
looked  he  got  on  to  his  feet,  and  with  his  tail  between 
his  legs,  ran  to  his  master  for  consolation.  Our  last 
glimpse  showed  us  that  comedy  had  followed  tragedy, 
for  the  master  v  as  beating  the  dog  with  a  cane  for 
getting  in  our  way.  1  was  afraid  Miss  Randolph 
would  scream  or  faint,  but  she  did  neither,  only 
turned  white  as  marble,  and  never  looked  prettier  in 
her  life.  Aunt  Mary  yelled,  of  course,  but  more  in 
fear  for  ourselves  than  for  the  collie,  I  think.  She 
says  she  would  like  dogs  better  "  if  their  bark  could 
be  extracted." 

Angoul^me  is,  like  Poitiers,  a  town  set  upon  a  hill, 
a  quaint  old  town,  worth  seeing,  but  we  were  eager 
now  to  get  to  the  true  South,  and  merely  gave  our- 
selves time  to  lunch  (the  waiter  producing  with  a 
flourish  enticing  but  indigestible  pdtis  de  perdrix  aux 
(ruffes)  and  to  drive  slowly  along  some  of  the  famous 
terraced  boulevards  that  form  the  distinction  and  the 
charm  of  Augouleme.  Certainly  the  place  stands 
romantically  on  its  high  and  lonely  hill,  almost  sur- 
rounded by  the  clear  waters  of  the  Charante.  At 
AngoulSme  we  saw,  I  may  say,  the  first  professional 
beggars  we  had  met  on  the  tour.  A  warm  sun  seems 
to  breed  beggars  as  it  breeds  mosquitoes,  or  is  it  that 
Southern  peoples  have  less  self-respect  than  the 
Northern  ? 

A  drawback  to  automobilism  in  France  is  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  great  direct  main  roads  are  pav^. 
I  believe  that  this  is  a  remnant  of  tlie  old  days  of 
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road-making,  when  these  heavy  cobbles  formed  the 
one  surface  that  would  stand  artillery.  For  ordinary 
traffic  the  pavi  roads  are  impossible,  and  their  exist- 
ence must  be  a  drawback  to  trade  and  intercourse. 
In  France  they  sell  special  bicycling  maps  showing 
with  dotted  lines  all  the  pavi  roads,  and  these  I  have 
carefully  studied,  as  it  is  worth  making  any  ditour  to 
avoid  the  awful  jolting  of  the  pavi.  But  somehow, 
between  Angouleme  and  Bordeaux,  I  took  a  wrong 
turning,  and  suddenly  on  ahead  of  us  the  good  road 
ceased  abruptly  as  if  a  straight  line  had  been  ruled 
across  it,  and  the  detestable  pavi  began. 

"  Oh,  let's  try  it  as  an  experience,"  commanded  my 
Goddess.  "  I  hate  going  back,  and  perhaps  it  doesn't 
last  long."  I  trusted  to  this  hope,  for  I  knew  that  in 
many  places  the/az/^  is  being  dug  up,  here  and  there 
only  short  stretches  of  it  beiog  left,  and  I  gingerly 
drove  the  Napier  on  to  the  execrable  surface  of 
uneven  stones.  We  rattled  and  tossed,  and  steering 
became  a  matter  of  difficulty.  The  irritating  thing 
was  that  each  side  of  this  detestable  road  were  wide 
belts  of  inviting  grass;  but  with  malignant  ingenuity 
these  are  cut  up  at  frequent  intervals  by  oblique 
drainage  gutters,  which  forbid  the  passage  of  any- 
thing wider  than  a  bicycle.  For  bicycles  there  are 
indeed  special  tracks  kept  in  order  by  the  Touring 
Club  de  France,  but  all  four-wheeled  vehicles  must 
jolt  and  bump  along  the  rough,  uneven  stones.  By 
the  time  we  reached  the  first  cross-road  Aunt  Mary 
begged  for  mercy,  and  I  was  glad  to  have  the  order 
to  get  off  the  pavi  at  any  cost.  Soundly  as  the 
Napier  is  built,  it  was  a  tremendous  and  unfair  strain 
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upon  springs  and  tyres,  and  all  the  while  I  was 
dreading  that  something  would  go.  Threading  our 
way  through  endless  vineyards  by  a  labyrinth  of 
byways,  we  ran  through  Barbezieux  and  Libourne, 
I  and  as  day  was  falling  crossed  the  noble  bridge  over 
the  Garonne  into  bustling  Bordeaux. 

Next  day  we  took  a  run  on  the  car  along  the  Quai 
des  Chartrons  and  through  some  of  the  chief  streets 
and  squares  of  Bordeaux  just  to  get  a  glinipse  of  the 
handsome  town,  at  which  Miss  Randolph  turned  up 
her  pretty  nose  because  it  was  "new  and  prosperous  " ; 
then,  guided  by  a  porter  from  the  hotel  who  went 
before  us  on  his  bicycle,  we  threaded  the  city  on  our 
way  out  to  Arcachon.  There  was  some  unavoidable 
paul  and  many  odious  tramlines ;  but  at  last  our 
guide  left  us  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  we 
sped  on  to  a  curious  little  toy  suburb  called  St 
Martin,  studded  with  neat,  one-storied,  red-roofed 
cottages,  like  houses  in  a  child's  box  of  bricks,  and 
all  with  romantic  names,  such  as  Belle  Id^e,  Men 
Repos,  Augustine,  Mon  Coeur,  and  so  on.  The  whole 
place  seemed  like  an  assemblage  of  dove-cotes 
specially  planned  for  honeymoon  couples,  and  gave 
the  oddest  effect  of  unreality.  Then  we  passed  into 
the  green  twilight  of  the  great  pine  forest  which 
extends  a"  the  way  to  the  sea. 

A  romantically  beautiful  road  lay  before  us.  For 
more  than  thirty  miles  it  runs  straight  and  smooth 
through  high  aromatic  pines,  springing  from  a  carpet 
of  bracken.  Miss  Randolph,  I  must  tell  you,  has 
become  an  expert  driver,  and  at  sight  of  the  long, 
straight  road  said  she  would  take  the  wheel.    So  I 
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stopped  a  moment,  and  we  changed  places.    She  put 
the  car  at  its  highest  speed,  and  we  flew  along  Ae 
mfinite  perspective  of  the  never-ending  avenue.    This 
vast  pme   forest  is  a  desert,  and  we  passed  only 
through  small  and  scattered  villages.     That  flight 
through  the  pme  forest  of  the  Landes  will  always 
be  to  me  ai.  ineffaceable  memory.     None  of  us 
spoke ;  two  of  us  felt,  I  think,  that  we  were  close  to 
Natures  heart    The  heady,  balsamic  odour  of  the 
pmes  exhilarated  us.  and  the  wind,  playing  melan- 
choly music  on  the  Eolian  harps  of  their  branches, 
seemed  like  a  deep  accompaniment  to  the  humming 
throb  of  the  tireless  motor.     As  often  as  I  dared  I 
stole  a  lov^k  sideways  at  Miss   Randolph's  profile 
She  sat  erect,  her  little  gauntleted   hands  resting 
hght  as  thistledown  upon  the  wheel,  but  her  fingers 
and  her  wrist  nervous  and  alert  as  a  jockey  riding  a 
thoroughbred,  her  eyes  intent  on  the  long,  straight 
her  fa       ^*  •>««•.  ^^  a  look  almost  of  rapture  upon 

We  had  raced  silently  ihrough  the  forest  for  nearly 
an  hour,  when,  mingling  with  the  balsam  of  the  pines 
there  came  a  pungent  tang  of  ozone  floating  from' 
open  blue  spaces  beyond  the  sombre  girdle  of  the 
pmes.  Miss  Randolph  threw  at  me  a  questioning 
glance.  '•  It  must  be  the  sea,"  I  answered,  and  in  a 
few  moments  more,  after  passing  through  the  ancient 
town  of  La  Teste,  we  came  out  upon  the  edge  of  a 
vast  lagoon,  semicircular,  the  distant  shores  almost 
a'a  '"^^"..["distinct  blue  haze.  "The  Bassin 
d  Arcachon."  I  said.  Still,  no  town  was  visible,  only 
the  great  expanse  of  landlocked  sea.  its  shore  dotted 
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with  the  brown  wooden  cabins  of  the  oyster  fishers. 
It  seemed  like  coming  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Slowing  down  a  little,  we  followed  a  raised  cause- 
way  that  skirted  the  edge  of  the  Bassin,  and 
presently  entered  upon  a  Iop"  straight  street — one 
of  the  oddest  streets  you  '  ever  seen,  one  whole 
side  of  it  (that  next  th.  .>;a)  being  composed  of 
fantastic  bungalows  and  pleasure  -  houses  of  all 
imaginable  styles,  each  set  in  its  own  garden,  and 
the  whole  town  drowned  in  an  ocean  of  pines. 
At  the  outskirts  I  took  the  helm  agpin,  for  Miss 
Randolph  scarcely  trusts  her  skill  in  traffic.  Not 
that  there  was  enough  to  be  alarming  in  Arcachon, 
for  the  place  seemed  under  a  spell  of  silence.  We 
drove  through  the  long  main  street,  past  an  imposing 
white  chateau  and  a  good  many  quite  charming 
houses,  until  we  came  to  a  hotel  which  the  Goddess 
fancied,  and  turned  into  a  garden.  I'd  never  been 
to  Arcachon  before,  and  supposed  from  the  guide- 
books that  this  was  the  place  for  "  my  ladies  "  (as  the 
couriers  say)  to  stop.  But  the  landlady  came  out, 
and  welcoming  us  with  one  breath,  recommended 
us  with  the  next  to  their  winter  house  in  the  forest. 
This  place,  looking  over  the  sea,  was  for  summer ; 
the  other  was  now  more  agreeably  sheltered. 

The  "  house  in  the  forest "  sounded  well  in  the  ears 
of  the  Goddess,  so  we  drove  off  to  find  it,  according 
to  the  directions  of  Madame  Feras.  The  Napier 
spun  us  up  a  steep,  winding  road  into  a  charming 
garden  surrounding  an  Alhambra  sort  of  place,  which 
Aunt  Mary  thought  "real  gay,"  being  bitterly  dis- 
appointed to  find  it  was  not  our  hotel,  but  Arcachon's 
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casino.  The  garden  proved  to  be,  however,  prac 
tically  the  be-inning  of  the  VilU  d'Hiver,  a  quaint 
and  delightful  collection  of  villas  which  look  as  if 
they  had  been  scattered  like  ornate  seed«  amon<r  the 
crowding  pines  of  the  Landes.  .hese  seeds  the 

Continental  is  the  most  imposing ,  and.  by  the  way 
this  climate  would  suit  you,  I  should  think  ;  it's  an 
extraordmary  combination  of  pine  and  sea  air,  which 
would  make  a  doctors  fortune  as  a  tonic,  if  he  could 
cork  it  up  in  bottles. 

As  both  hotels  are  run  by  the  same  management, 
I   feared  gossip  if  I  went  down  to  the  Grand  and 
did  the  Doctor  Jekyll  act;  so  I  cautiously  remained 
Mr.  Hyde,  alias  Brown,  and  was  a  serf  among  other 
serfs.    After  dining  in  the  society  of  maids  and  valets 
(whose  manners  and  conversation  would  have  given 
me  rippmg  "copy"  if  I  were  a  journalist)  I  stole 
out  to  cleanse  my  mind  with  a  draught  of  pure  air 
and  a  look  at  the  sky.     A  cat  may  look  at  a  king 
and  a  chauffeur  may  walk  on  a  terrace  built  for  his 
betters,  especially  if  the  betters  elect  to  shut  them- 
selves  up  in  stuffy  drawing-rooms,  with  every  window 
anxiously  closed.     I  availed  myself  of  this  privilege 
for  the  hotel  has  a  fine  terrace.     As  it  was  apparently 
empty,  I  sauntered  along  with  my  nose  in  the  air 
and  my  eyes  on  the  stars,  letting  my  footsteps  take 
care  of  themselves.     Suddenly  there  was  a  startled 
"Oh  I"  in  a  familiar  voice,  and  I  became  aware  that 
I  had  collided  with  the  Goddess,  who  had  also  been 
thinking  of  the  stars  and  not  of  her  feet— which 
by-the-by,  /  very  often   think   of,  as  they  are  the 
prettiest  \  ever  saw. 
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I  instantly  clapped  my  pipe  in  my  pocket,  where 
it  revenged  itself  on  me  for  neglecting  to  put  it  out 
by  burning  a  hole  through  to  my  skin.  I  apologised 
and  would  have  taken  my  humble  chauffeury  self 
away,  but  my  mistress  detained  me.  "  What  is  that 
wonderful,  far-away  sound,  Brown?"  she  asked  in  the 
delicious  way  she  has  of  expecting  me  to  know  every- 
thing, as  if  I  were  an  encyclopaedia  and  she'd  only 
to  turn  over  my  leaves  to  come  to  a  new  fact 

I   stopped  breathing  to  listen  ;    I'd  do  it  perma- 
nently to   please  her.     And  there  was  a  sound -a 
wonderful  sound.     If  I  hadnt  been  thinking  about 
her  and  the  stars,  I  should  have  been  conscious  of 
it  before.     Out  of  the  night-silence  the  sound  seemed 
to  grow,  and  yet  be  a  part  of  the  silence,  or  rather, 
to  intensify  the  near  silence  by  its  distant  booming, 
deep  and  ominous,  like  the  far-off  roaring  of  angry 
lions  never  pacified.     At  first  I  thought  it  must  be 
a  rush  of  wind  surging  through  the  mighty  pme 
forest;   but  not  a  dark  branch   moved  against  the 
spangled  embroidery  of  stars,  though  the  air  seemed 
faintly  to  vibrate  with  the  continuous,  solemn  note. 
Suddenly  the  meaning  of  the  sound  came  to  me ;  it 
was  the  majestic  music  of  the  Atlantic  surf  beating 
on  the  bar  ten  miles  away.    But  it  was  too  divine 
standing  there  in  the  night  with  Her  in  silence.     For 
a  moment  I  had  not  the  heart  to  speak  and  tell 
her  of  my  discovery.    A  faint  light  came  to  us  from 
the  stars   and  from  the  curtained   windows  of  the 
hotel.    I  could  just  see  her  face  and  her  lovely  great 
eyes  looking  up  questioningly  in  absolute  confidence 
at  me.    Jove,  what  wouldn't  I  have  given  just  then 
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to  be  Jack  Winston  and  not  Brown  !  If  I  had  been 
that  g,rt  ,„„,d„,,  ,       g^^  ^^^^  .^^^  ^^  ^J^  been. 

to  c^Z^  ^"T"^  '°'^"''  ^^''"S  another  "scalp" 
th-t  iTl^-  t'  l''?J  J^y  ^'""'■""  '^='"«-«  do.  Not 
long  I  shouldn  t  have  tried  to  make  the  magic  of  the 

ZT:\'T}  '■'''""'  ""'"y  "^^^"'^  bouncS  out  tf 
the  hotel  (done  up  in  a  shawl,  like  a  large  parceH 

Mo  r?."^'  ^°"y''*'^«-eVou  camefnV?  "'^ 
steps  Ln?i  '''^'  *""  "^""^  ^^'y  '^«^«"ded  the 
foil.  "'  f  ^^"=  •  '°  ^  '^'"^^  the  most  of  my 

aZTT'    T''    '''':'''    ^    =^hort    disquisition  ^n 
Arcachon  oysters   and   oyster  fishing,  for  the  sake 

however,   I    happened    to    remark    that    the  oyster 
women  wore  trousers  exactly  like  the  men,  and  tSs 

dLtd"r  '"■"  f''''^"  "'«'  ^"^^  inco'nt,nen«; 

S£        ""'"  ^'°"'  "^^  contamination   of  the 
cHauffeui's  presence. 

toilr'"p-''7uT   ^"""^^y-      M'^^   Randolph   went 
to  the  Enghsh  church,  which  is  the  prettiest  I've  eve 
seen  m  France,  and  afterwards,  escorted  by  the  chao- 
am,  w.th  whom  she'd  made  friends,  went  forth  to  see 
^e  sights   wh.le   I   inquired   as   to  how  we  might 

a^d  MUs'^h"''""  °":  ^^y-  ^"^"^  Miss  Randolph 
and  M,ss  Ked.son  read  their  prayer-books.  I  studied 
that  useful  volume.  Z«  Routes  de  France  and  was 

ir"?h;^^'"\*'^^  ""P-'^"^'«  -  "of  th 
orarU  .      °"^   ^"""^  *°  ^°>  according  to   the 

^o«r  to  Bayonne  by  Mont  de  Marsan.  I  knew 
M.SS  Randolph  would  dislike  this  plan,  for  she  hate! 
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going  back,  and  so  do  I.  If  I  had  been  alone,  or 
with  you,  I  would  have  chanced  it  without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  making  straight  for  Bayonne 
by  way  of  the  forbidden  Landes,  with  all  its  pitfalls. 
But  I  funked  the  idea  of  perhaps  getting  Her  into 
a  mess— and  hearing  Aunt  Mary  say  "  I  told  you 
so"  as  she  invariably  does  when  there's  any  trouble. 

To  my  joy,  however,  plucky  Parson  Radcliff  had 
actually  advanced  the  idea  of  the  Landes,  during 
their  excursion,  and  the  Goddess  sent  for  me  on 
Sunday  evening,  full  of  enthusiasm.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  damp  the  ardour  of  youth ;  and  early  on 
Monday  morning  we  started  to  follow  the  route 
La  Teste  Sanguinet,  Parentis,  Ychoux,  Liposthey, 
which  names  reminded  Miss  Randolph  of  Gulliver's 

Travels. 

She  and  I  were  in  fine  spirits,  expecting  the  un- 
expected, and  bracing  ourselves  to  encounter  diffi- 
culties. There  was  mystery  in  the  very  thought 
of  the  Landes-that  strange  waste  of  forest  and 
sand  so  little  known  outside  its  own  people.  I  felt 
it,  and  so  did  Miss  Randolph,  I  knew.  How  I  knew 
I  couldn't  explain  to  you  ;  but  some  electric  current 
usually  communicates  her  mood  to  me,  and  I  should 
almost  believe  from  various  signs  that  it  was  so  with 
her  in  regard  to  me,  if  I  weren't  a  mere  chauffeur  m 
the  lady's  pay. 

For  some  distance  the  going  was  good,  but  we 
were  only  reading  the  preface  to  the  true  Landes  as 
yet ;  and  when  we  reached  the  boundary  post  be- 
tween the  department  of  the  Gironde  and  the  real 
Landes,  there  was  one  of  those  sudden,  complete 
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changes  I've  mentioned  in  the  quality  of  the  road. 
To  drive  into  this  dim,  pine-clad  region  was  like 
driving  back  into  the  years  a  century  or  two.  A 
motor-car  was  an  anachronism,  and  if  we  came  to 
grief  our  blood  was  upon  our  own  heads.  The  way 
became  grass-grown  and  rutty,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
drive  slowly.  Deeper  and  deeper  we  penetrated 
into  the  forest,  and  deeper  and  deeper  also  we  sank 
into  the  soft  earth.  Aunt  Mary  groaned  and 
prophesied  disaster  as  we  crawled  along  in  ruts  up 
to  our  axles;  but  I  think  Miss  Randolph  and  I 
would  have  perished  sooner  than  retreat.  I  trusted 
in  the  Napier  and  she  trusted  in  me.  In  one  place 
the  road  had  been  mended  with  a  covering  of  loose 
rocks  rather  than  stones;  we  panted  and  crunched 
our  way  over  them,  enormously  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  road-menders  and  one  or  two  dark-faced 
peasants,  perched  like  cranes  on  the  old-fashioned 
stilts  not  yet  utterly  abandoned  as  a  means  of 
navigating  this  sea  of  sand  and  pines.  Still,  on  we 
went,  the  engine  labouring  a  little,  like  an  over- 
worked heart ;  but  it  was  a  loyal  heart,  and  the  tyres 
were  trumps. 

Miss  Randolph  said  that  if  she  were  a  tyre  and 
condemned  to  such  hard  labour,  she  would  burst  out 
of  sheer  spite.  I  think  Miss  Kedison  nearly  did  so 
as  it  was  ;  but  as  for  us  (I  suppose  you  can't  con- 
ceive the  satisfaction  to  a  poor  chauffeur  of  bracket- 
ing his  lady  and  himself  familiarly  as  "  us  "),  we  were 
intoxicated  by  the  heavy  balsam  of  the  turpentine, 
for  which  every  tree  we  passed  was  being  sliced.  On 
•ach  a  great  flak*  of  the  trunk  had  b«en  struck  off 
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with  an  axe,  and  a  small  earthen  cup  affixed  to  catch 
the  resin,  which  is  the  heart's  blood  of  the  wounded 
tree.  There  was  something  Dantesque  in  the  effect 
of  these  bleeding  wounds,  among  old,  scarcely  healed 
scars ;  and  that  effect  was  intensified  by  the  shadowy 
gloom  of  the  dense  forest,  and  the  never-ceasing 
sound  of  the  wind  among  the  high,  dark  branches, 
like  the  beating  of  surf  upon  an  unseen  shore. 

At  last,  when  the  feeling  was  strong  upon  us  that 
the  ocean  of  pines  had  engulfed  us,  like  Pharaoh's 
chariot  in  the  Red  Sea,  we  came  upon  a  rambling 
village,  called    Parentis.      As  if   to   announce  the 
arrival  of  the  first  motor-car  ever  seen  in  the  dim, 
forgotten  Landes,  the  off  front  tire  began  to  hiss. 
"  I  toid  you  so ! "  said  Aunt  Mary.     My  eyes  and 
Miss  Randolph's  met,  and  we  both  burst  out  laughing. 
It  was  a  great  liberty  in  me,  and  though  I  couldn't 
have  helped  it  to  save  my  neck,  and  became  preter- 
naturally  solemn  afterwards  as  a  penance,  I  don't 
believe  that  i'.^  lady  I  should  like  to  have  for  an 
aunt-in-law  •>      ever  forgive  me.     She  ought,  how- 
ever ;  as  th" .  .vas  our  first  accident  with  the  Napier, 
while  with  poor  little  Miss  Randolph's  late  esteemed 
Dragon,     one     breakfasted,    lunched,     dined,    and 
supped  on   horrors.      Besides,  the  Dragon   invari- 
ably schemed  to  do  its  worst,  far  from  human  aid, 
while  my  long-suffering  Napier  had  brought  us  to 
the  very  courtyard  of  the  village  inn  before  (as  Miss 

Randolph  expressed  it)  "  sitting  down  to  rest." 

Inside  this  convenient  courtyard  1  set  about  doing 

the  repairs,  jacking  up  the  car,  taking  off  the  tyre, 

patching  it,  and   getting    it   on    again    in   twtatf 
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minutes  ;  not  bad  for  an  amateur  m/canicitn.  All 
the  people  of  the  inn  and  many  of  the  villagers 
gathered  round  to  see  the  great  sight,  and  Aunt 
Mary  consoled  herself  by  showing  off  her  somewhat 
eccentric  French  to  the  landlady  and  her  family. 

There  were  three  generations  in  this  group,  I  took 
time  to  notice.  A  bowed  and  wrinkled  old  ame; 
her  daughter,  a  strong,  sad-faced  woman  in  black  ; 
and  a  golden  -  haired  granddaughter,  about  the 
prettiest  creature  I  ever  saw — bar  one.  And  it  was 
charming  to  see  my  Goddess  laying  herself  out  to 
be  nice  to  the  trio.  Her  personality  (which  is  the 
last  word  in  well-groomed,  high-strung,  vivacious 
American  girlhood)  contrasted  strikingly  with  thee 
countrywomen,  who  had  perhaps  never  been  out- 
side their  own  forest.  I  couldn't  hear  what  she  was 
saying,  but  she  has  the  most  extraordinary  way  of 
always  hitting  on  the  right  thing  to  please  and 
interest  people,  without  departing  from  truth  or 
descending  to  flattery.  All  three  gazed  at  her  with 
delight  and  admiration,  the  little  beauty  of  the 
Landes  with  deepening  colour  and  wistful  eyes. 
No  Frenchwoman,  no  Englishwoman,  no  woman 
save  an  American  of  the  best  type,  could  have 
exactly  that  manner,  which  is  indescribable  to  one 
who  doesn't  know.  Strange  for  a  vision  like  that 
to  flash  into  these  quiet  lives,  then  flash  away,  never 
to  be  seen  again — only  remembered. 

It  was  too  early  for  luncheon,  but  as  we  had  had 
the  shelter  of  the  inn  I  wanted  to  order  something 
for  "the  good  of  the  house."  I  accordingly  asked 
fw  Bordeaux  and  biscuits,  and  the  pretty  rose  of  a 
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IjranddauRhter  brought  a  bottle  of— what  do  you 
think  ?  I'ontet  Canet !  It  was  nectar,  and  cost — 
three  francs  a  bottle ! 

When  we  drove  away  Miss  Randolph  was  reflec- 
tive. I  would  have  liked  to  offer  a  penny  for  her 
thoughts,  but  that  sort  of  indulgence  is  not  in  the 
sphp-e  of  a  chauffeur.  Presently  she  broke  out,  how- 
ever. "  Did  you  ever  see  anything  so  lovely  as  that 
girl?"  she  exclaimed.  "She's  all  white  and  gold 
and  rose.  Her  presence  in  that  sombre  place  re- 
minds me  of  a  shaft  of  warm,  golden  light  breaking 
through  the  dark  canopy  of  pines.  She's  like  a 
maiden  in  Hans  Christian  Andersen.  And  her 
name's  Angfele.  Isn't  that  perfect?  It  seems  cruel 
that  such  a  creature,  who  would  make  a  sensation 
in  Paris  or  London  or  New  York,  must  bloom  and 
ripen  and  wither  at  last,  unknown,  in  that  wilderness. 
Oh,  how  I  should  love  to  snatch  her  away  I " 

"  What  would  you  do  with  her,  miss,  if  you  could  ?" 
I  ventured  to  ask,  at  my  humblest — which,  in  Aunt 
Mary's  eyes,  is  my  best  "  Would  you  take  her  for 
your  maid  ? " 

"A  maid?"  echoed  my  Goddess  scornfully.  "Why, 
if  I  meant  such  a  crime  as  that,  I  should  expect  white 
bears  to  come  out  of  these  woods  and  devour  me. 
No ;  I  would  give  her  pretty  dresses,  and  arrange  a 
good  marriage  for  her." 

"  Is  that  what  young  girls  in  America  like,  miss," 
I  meekly  inquired,  "  to  have  marriages  arranged  for 
them  ?  " 

"  No  ;  thev  hate  it,  and  go  away  from  America  to 
show  that  they  hate  it— sometimes;  but  this  wouU 
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be  different,"  said  she.     And  I  wondered  if  she  had 
accidentally  betrayed  anything. 

At    Liposthey   we   struclc   the  direct    road,   with 
good  surface,  from  P  ,        ux  to  Dayonne.     Thus  on 
through   Lab<iuheyr.    •„  ^astets,  still  walled  in  with 
dark,  balsamic  forest,  where  we  lunched.     Just  be- 
yond,  however,  we  found  that  we  were  bidding  the 
pmes  farewell,  and  we  were  regretting  them  despite 
the  beauty  of  the  road— increasing  every  moment— 
when  .suddenly  we  had  a  great  surprise.     At  what 
precise  point  it  came  I  don't  quite  know,  for  I  was 
snatched  up  out  of  the  dull  "  flatland  "  of  facts.     Miss 
Randolph  was  driving,  and  I  was  glancing  interestedly 
about,  as  an  intelligent  young  man  of  the  working- 
class  may,  when  away  to  the  left  I  saw  up  in  the 
skies  a  long  chain  of  blue,  serr.ited  mountains  look- 
ing far  too  high  to  belong  to  this  world.     I  started 
on  my  seat ;  then  Miss  Randolph  saw  what  I  saw. 
"Oh— hi"  she  breathed,  with  a  responsive  sigh  of 
appreciation.      Not  an  adjective;    not  a  wore       I 
blessed   her   for   that.      Unfortunately.   Aunt   Mary 
seized  this  moment  to  awake,  and  she  did  not  spare 
us  fireworks.     She  never  does.     She  is  one  of  those 
women  who  insist  upon  your  knowing  that  they  have 
a  soul  for  beauty.     But  she  went  to  sleep  again  when 
she  had  used  up  all  her  rockets,  and  left  the  Goddess 
and   me   alone    with  the   Pyrenees.      Much  nearer 
Bayonne   we    had    another    surprise— a    notice,    in 
English,  by  the  roadside :  "  To  the  Guards'  Ceme- 
tery."    An  odd  sign  to  come  across  in  France  «'«/ 
poi,  mon  bravt?    And  just  as  I  was  calling  up  the 
past,  MiM  Randolph  exclaimed:  "I  wonder  ii j>«ur 
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Napier  is  any  relation  to  that  Napier? "  which  shows 
that  she  has  the  Peninsular  Campaign  at  her  finger- 
ends  ;  or  else  Aunt  Mary  has  been  cramming  her  out 
of  a  guide-book. 

It  was  not  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  crossed 
the  bridge  over  the  Adour  {she  says  the  proverb, 
"  Don't  cross  your  bridges  till  you  get  to  them,"  can  t 
apply  to  France,  as  you're  always  getting  to  them), 
but  already  the  sky  was  burnished  with  sunset ;  and 
if  there's  anything  finer  than  a  grand  and  ancient 
fortified   gateway  turned  to  copper   by  the  sun,   I 
don't  know  it.     I  advised  Miss  Randolph  to  come 
back    one    day   from    Biarritz,  if   we    stayed    long 
enough,  to   see  the  exquisite  old  glass  window  for 
which  the  Bayonne  cathedral  is  famous ;  but  it  was 
too  late  to  pause  for  such  details  as  windows  the.  ,  so 
we  flew  on  along  the  switchback  road  over  the  re- 
maining five  miles  to  Biarrite.     Here,  in  this  agree- 
able town,  we  play  about  till  I  have  orders  from 
headquarters  to  proceed.     Our  programme  is  now  to 
go  straight  along  the  Pyrenees  to  Marseilles,  and  so 
to  Nice.    Ah,  if  only  I  can  get  Her  to  go  on  to 
Italy!     You  had  better  address  me  next  at  the 
Riviera  Palace,  Cimiez.    We  are  to  pause  at  Pau, 
call  at  Carcassonne,  and  honour  other  places  en  route 
to  the  Riviera,  so  there  ought  to  be  ample  time  for 
this  long  screed  to  reach  you  and  for  you  to  send 
reproach  or  praise  to  Nice.    Tell  me  about  yourself; 
how  you  are ;  what  you  read  ;  what  girl  you  love. 
Your  sincere,  but  somewhat  selfish  friend, 

Jack  Winston. 


MOLLY  RANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 

Hotel  Gassion,  Fau, 

Dtctmbir  14. 

Ltear  Universal  Provider  of  Love  and  Cheques, 
Thank  you  a  thousand  times  for  both,  which 
have  just  been  forwarded  along  the  route  of  this 
"  wild  goose  chase,"  as  you  call  it  Well,  if  it  be  one. 
I  don't  know  who  the  goose  is,  unless  Aunt  Mary. 
She  is  rather  like  that  sometimes,  poor  dear ;  but  we 
get  on  splendidly.  Oh,  I  would  get  on  splendidly 
with  five  Aunt  Marys  (which  Heaven  forbid!),  for 
I'm  so  happy.  Dad  !  I'm  having  such  a  good  time — 
the  time  of  my  life,  or  it  would  be  if  you  were  in  it 

If  you  ever  lose  all  your  money  and  come  a  nice, 
gentlemanly  cropper  in  the  street  called  Wall,  we 
might  come  to  Biarritz  to  live,  just  you  and  I.  We 
would  have  fun !  And  we  could  stop  in  our  pretty 
little  cheap  villa  all  the  year  round,  foi  one  season 
only  waits  politely  till  another  is  out  to  step  in  ; 
it  s  always  gay  and  fashionable,  and  yet  you  needn't 
be  either  unless  you  like.  And  the  sea  and  sky 
have  more  gorgeous  colour  in  them  than  any  other 
sea  and  sky,  and  the  air  has  more  ozone ;  and  the 
brown  rocks  that  go  running  a  hippopotamus  race 
out  into  the  beryl -greei  \:?X^x  .ire  rjuocrer  and  finer 
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than  any  other  rocks.  So  you  see  everything  is 
superlative,  even  the  hotels,  and  as  for  a  certain 
Confectioner;  but  he,  or  rather  she,  deserves  a 
capital.  There  are  drives  and  walks,  and  curio- 
fhops  where  I  spent  my  little  all ;  and  there's  fox- 
hunting, which  would  be  nice  if  it  weren't  for  the 
poor  tame  fox ;  and  golf,  and  petits  cheveaux  at  the 
casino,  where  Aunt  Mary  gambled  before  she  knew 
what  she  was  doing,  and  kept  on  a  long  time  after 
she  did  ;  and  mysterious  Basque  persons  with  an- 
cestors and  costumes  more  wonderful  than  anybody 
else's,  who  dance  strange  dances  in  the  streets  for 
money,  and  play  a  game  called  La  Pelotte,  which 
is  great  sport  to  watch.  And  you  walk  by  the  sea, 
with  its  real  waves,  like  oiirs  at  home,  not  little 
tuppenny-ha'penny  ones  like  those  I  saw  in  the 
English  Channel ;  and  you  look  across  an  opal  bay 
through  a  creamy  haze  to  a  mystic  land  made 
entirely  of  tumbled  blue  mountains.  And  then,  one 
of  the  best  things  about  Biarritz  is  that  you're  next 
door  to  Spain.  Ah,  that  door  of  Spain!  I've  knocked 
and  been  in  through  it,  but  just  across  the  threshold. 
The  way  of  it  was  like  this — 

I'd  been  up  early  and  out  to  the  golf  course  for 
a  lesson  from  the  professional ;  when  I  came  home 
a  little  before  eleven  Brown  was  waiting.  He  wanted 
to  know  if  I  wouldn't  care  to  have  a  peep  at  Spain, 
and  said  that  we  could  easily  go  there  and  back 
by  dinner-time.  Aunt  Mary  and  I  were  ready  in  a 
"jiffy,"  so  was  the  car,  and  we  were  buzzing  away 
along  a  beautiful  road  (though  a  little  "accidenth" 
as  the  French  say)  near  the  oc«an.    Ther«  were  the 
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most  lovely  lights  I  ever  saw  on  land  or  sea,  over 
the  mountains  and  the  great,  unquiet  Atlantic ;  and 
St.  Jean  de  Luz,  which  we  came  to  in  no  time,  as 
it  seemed,  was  another  charming  little  watering- 
place  for  us  to  come  and  live  if  you  get  poor.  A 
good  many  English  people  do  live  there  all  the  year 
round,  and  who  do  you  think  is  one  of  them  ? 
George  Gissing.  You  know  how  I  made  you  read 
his  books,  and  you  said  they  seemed  so  real  that 
you  felt  you  had  got  into  the  people's  houses  by 
mistake,  and  ought  to  say  "  Excuse  me  "  ?  Well,  he 
has  come  to  live  in  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  the  all-knowing 
Brown  tells  me.  His  master  admires  Mr.  Gissing 
very  much,  so  the  Honourable  John  must  be  a  nice 
and  clever  man. 

As  for  history.  Brown  is  an  inexhaustible  mine. 
I  simply  "put  in  my  thumb  and  pull  out  a  plum." 
But  I  forgot — there  aren't  usually  plums  in  mines, 
are  there,  except  in  the  prospectuses?  Anyhow,  it 
was  Brown  who  made  me  realise  what  tremendously 
interesting  ^vn^-!,  frontiers  are.  That  imaginary  line, 
and  then — people,  language,  costumes,  and  customs 
changing  as  if  a  fairy  had  waved  a  wand.  The 
frontier  between  France  and  Spain  is  a  great  wide 
river — on  purpose  to  give  us  another  bridge.  Doesn't 
the  name,  "  Bidassoa,"  suggest  a  broad,  flowing 
current  running  swiftly  to  the  sea  ? 

This  time  we  would  have  none  of  the  bridge.  It 
was  too  much  bother  paying  duty  on  the  car,  and 
having  a  lot  of  red  tape  about  getting  it  back  again 
in  an  hour  or  two;  so  we  left  Balzac,  as  I  hav- 
named  it,  at  the  last  French  town  and  rowed  across, 
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on  past  the  first  Spanish  town,  Irun,  to  a  much  older, 
more  picturesque  one — Fuenterrnbia.  A  particularly 
handsome  boatman  wanted  to  row  us,  but  Brown 
would  do  it  himself,  either  to  show  how  well  he  can 
manage  the  oars,  or  else  because  the  boatman  had 
abnormally  long  eyelashes,  and  Brown  is  rather  sick 
of  eyelashes. 

Even  crossing  the  river  and  going  down  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  stream  (with  a  huge,  old  ruined 
castle  towering  up  to  mark  Fuenterrabia)  was  quite 
thrilling,  because  of  the  things  in  history  that  have 
happened  all  around.  The  estuary  runs  down  to  the 
sea  between  mountains  of  wild  and  awesome  shapes. 
One  of  them  is  named  after  Wellington,  because  it 
is  supposed  to  look  like  his  profile  lying  down,  and 
the  other  mountains  had  a  chance  to  see  his  real 
profile  many  times,  though  I'll  be  bound  his  enemies 
never  saw  his  back.  He  fought  among  them — botli 
mountains  and  enemies,  and  the  latter  were  some 
of  Napoleon's  smartest  marshals.  He  took  a  whole 
army  across  a  ford  in  the  Bidassoa,  attacked  Soult, 
and  chased  him  all  the  way  up  the  mountains 
to  the  very  summit  of  La  Rhune,  a  great  conical 
peak  high  up  in  the  sky.  Another  thing  was  the 
Isle  des  Faisar  right  in  the  middle  of  the  river, 
where  Philipp  and  Louis  the  Fourteenth  fixed 
everything  up  about  Louis'  Spanish  bride.  It's  the 
smallest  island  you  ever  saw ;  you  wouldn't  think 
there  would  he  room  for  a  whole  King  of  Spain 
and  a  King  of  France  to  stand  on  it  at  the  same 
time,  much  less  sign  contracts. 

When  our  boat  touched  Spanish  soil  on  the  beach 
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below  Fuenterrabia,  two  rather  ferocious  -  looking 
Spaniards  in  uncomfortable  uniforms  were  waiting 
for  us.  They  had  the  air  of  demanding  "your  money 
or  your  life " ;  but  after  all  it  was  only  the  extra- 
ordinarily high,  ugly  collars  of  their  overcoats  which 
gave  them  such  a  formidable  appearance.  T  -y 
were  custom-house  officers  guarding  the  coast,  though 
how  they  see  over  those  collars  to  find  out  what's 
going  on  under  their  noses  I  don't  know.  Brown 
says  that  soldiers  at  Madrid  have  to  dress  like  that 
in  winter  to  protect  themselves  from  the  terrible 
icy  winds,  and  as  Madrid  sets  the  fashion  for  every- 
thing in  Spain,  the  provincial  soldiers  have  to  choke 
themselves  in  the  same  way. 

It  did  seem  to  me  that  the  very  air  of  Spain  was 
different  from  across  the  river  in  France.  It  was 
richer  and  heavier,  like  incense.  It  is  nice  to  have 
an  imagination,  isn't  it,  instead  of  having  to  potter 
about  leading/arfj  by  a  string,  as  if  they  were  dogs? 
Well,  anyway,  I'm  sure  people  have  bigger  and 
blacker  eyes  in  Spain.  Just  walking  up  from  the 
beach  to  the  strange  old  town,  I  saw  two  or  three 
peasant  women  and  children  with  wonderAjl  eyes, 
like  black  velvet  with  stars  shining  through— eyes' 
that  princesses  would  give  fort     es  for. 

I  couldn't  help  humming  "  In  Jld  Madrid  "  under 
my  breath,  and  I  fancied  that  the  salt  -  smelling 
breeze  brought  the  snapping  of  castanets.  The  sun 
was  hot;  but  coolness,  and  rich,  tawny  shadows 
swallowed  us  up  in  a  silent  street,  crowded  with 
fantistic,  beautifully-carved,  bright-coloured  houses, 
all  having  balconies,  each   one   more  overhanging 
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than  the  other.    Not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen;  our 
footsteps    rang    on    the   narrow    side-walk,    and    it 
seemed  rude  of  our  voices  when  we  talked  to  wake 
the  sleepy  silence  out  of  its   afternoon   nap.     But 
suddenly  a  handsome  young  man  appeared  from  a 
side  street,  and  stopping  in  the  middle  of  the  road, 
vigorously  tinkled  a  musical  bell.     Immediately  the 
street  became   alive.      Each  house  door   showed   a 
man  ;  women  hung  over  the  gaily-draped  balconies  ; 
children  ran  out  and  clustered  round  the  bell-ringer. 
He  began  to  speak  very  fast  in  guttural  Spanish, 
and  we  couldn't  understand  a  word  he  said,  though 
Brown  has  a  smattering  of  the  language— enough  to 
get  on  with   in   shops  and   hotels.     When   he  had 
finished  everyone   laughed.     All   up  and  down  the 
street    came    the    sound    of   laughter;    deep,    bass 
laughter  from  the  men ;  contralto  laughter  from  the 
women.     The  handsome  bell-ringer  laughed  too,  and 
then  vanished  as  suddenly  as  he  had  come.     AU  the 
life  of  the  quaint  street  seemed  to  fade  away  with 
him.     Slowly  the   people  took  themselves  indoors; 
the  balconies  were  empty ;  the  street  silent  as  in  a 
city  of  the  dead.    It  was  like  something  on  the  stage ; 
but   I   suppose   it's  just  a   bit  of  everyday  life   in 
Fuenterrabia  and  old,  old  Spain. 

We  went  on  up  to  the  castle  we  had  seen  from  the 
beach,  and  I  turned  my  eyes  away  from  a  big,  ugly 
round  building,  like  a  country  panorama- place,  for 
tliat  was  the  bull  ring,  and  the  one  thing  that  makes 
Spain  hateful  to  me.  I  didn't  want  even  to  think  of 
it.  The  gateway  of  the  palace— for  it  had  been  a 
palace— was  splendid— an  arch  across  the  street   But 
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on  the  other  side  I  burst  out  laughing  at  a  sign,  in 
what  was  meant  to  be  English,  advertising  the  castle 
for  sale.  Capitals  were  sprinkled  about  everywhere  • 
the  painter  had  thought  they  would  look  pretty,  and 
evidently  it  was  held  out  as  a  lure  to  Britishers  and 
Americans  that  Charles  the  Fifth  had  built  it  and 
lived  in  it  I  know  Mrs.  Washington  Potts  would 
love  to  buy  it,  and  then  go  home  and  mention  in  an 
absent-minded  manner  that  she'd  "acquired  a  royal 
palace  in  Spain  as  a  winter  residence."  Can't  you 
hear  her?  But  oh,  poor  palace  I  It's  as  airy  a 
mansion  now  as  most  castles  in  Spain,  though  what's 
left  of  its  walls  is  about  fifteen  feet  thick.  Still,  the 
glorious  view  of  sea  and  mountains  from  the  roof 
would  be  worth  paying  for,  and  wouldn't  need 
thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  restoration,  like  the 
house. 

While  we  lingered  in  Fuenterrabia  absorbing  the 
atmosphere  of  old  Spain,  the  tide  was  inconsiderate 
enough  to  run  away  and  leave  us  with  only  a  twisted 
channel  among  sandbanks  to  remember  it  by.  So 
we  took  an  oddly  shaped  carriage  with  a  white 
tasselled  awning  on  it  and  drove  back  to  Hendayc 
and  our  motor-car.  But  the  day  was  a  great  success, 
and  I  congratulated  Brown,  which  Aunt  Mary  said 
it  was  silly  to  do,  as  it  is  his  business  to  .ink  of 
everything  for  us. 

Now,  as  you  see  by  the  date  of  my  letter,  we're  at 
Pau,  to  which  we  came  from  Biarritz  in  a  delicious 
morning's  run  through  a  p^arl- coloured  landscape 
trimmed  with  blue  mountains.  As  we  got  into  the 
town    thj    Lightnino;    Conili;ctar,   uho    uas   driving. 
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whisked  us  through  a  few  streets,  swooped  round  a 
large  square,  and  suddenly  stopped  the  car  on  a 
broad  terrace  with  an  air  as  though  he  said,  "  There  I 
What  do  you  think  of  t/ial?"  1  think  I  gasped.  1 
know  1  wanted  to  by  way  of  saluting  what  must  be 
one  of  the  most  wonderful  views  in  the  whole  world. 
We  had  stopped  on  a  terrace  not  the  least  like  a 
street.  At  one  end  was  an  old,  grey  chateau ;  then 
a  long  line  of  imposing  buildings,  almost  too  graceful 
to  be  hotels,  which  they  really  were;  a  church  sending 
a  white,  soaring  spire  into  the  blue  sky;  an  open, 
shady  fiace,  with  a  statue  of  Henri  Quatre ;  villas 
hotels,  hotels  villas  in  a  sparkling  line,  with  great 
trees  to  cut  it  and  throw  a  blue  haze  of  shadow. 
That  is  one  side  of  the  terrace.  The  other  is  an  iron 
railing,  a  sudden  drop  into  space,  and  —  the  view. 
Your  eyes  travel  across  a  park  where  even  in  this 
mid-winter  season  roses  are  blooming  and  date  palms 
are  flourishing.  Then  comes  a  hurrying  river,  giving 
life  and  music  to  the  landscape ;  beyond  that  a  wide 
sweep  of  hills,  with  bunches  of  poplars,  and  valleys 
where  white  villages  lie  half  concealed ;  and  further 
still,  leaping  into  the  sky,  the  immense  line  of  the 
Pyrenees,  looking  to-day  so  near  and  sharply  out- 
lined that  they  seemed  to  be  cut  out  of  cardboard. 
When  I  was  able  to  speak  I  told  Brown  that  the 
very  first  thing  I  '^^ould  do  would  be  to  walk  to  those 
delectable  mov  >  '  s.  "I  don't  think  you  could 
quite  manage  i  s,"  he  said,  with  his  quiet  smile, 

"for  they  are  nearly  forty  miles  away."  Then  we 
turned  round  and  drove  into  the  courtyard  of  the 
hotel,  which  faces  the  great  view. 
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IMooked  tremendously  sxvell,  and  Aunt  Marv  and 

5^^^ri-St:tss,.^^:;:^ 

cant  go  about  marrying  the  sons  of  all  the  prettv 
J  robably  there  were  dozens,  for  you're  as  soff  i,!    7^' 

"s'n";  T^:'-'''^''^^'  -^  >'-  °a"^  d:  / 1'""'=' 

St.ll    I  don't  mind  confessing  that   I  was  rather 
pleased  to  see  Jimmy,  not  a  bit  Lause  h^H /'Z' 

ne  s':rhim  ^T>    '°  '^'"^  ^  breath  VfYl^.' 
ness  with  him,  and  it  is  nice  to  have  an  «m  r  •     j 

turn  up  in  a  "far  countree"  whin  yo've  got l"t"n 

your  hat  and  the  other  women  who  are  starinAt  l- 

haven't     If  only  the  friend  doesn't  proce^  1  iT 

appeal  to  «.  that  he's  his  nioVe"s'sot  ;r    h'rhe's 

as^ou  have     So  now  you  know,  and  I  hope  he 

Well,  we  talked  a  litUe,  and  then  I  found  that  Aunf 

(onTT^'^reSf."''^  ""''  1^  *'^-^- 
vone     talks     oneself ;  other  people  "  chatter ";  for. 


•  m 


k 


158  THE  LIGHTXIXG  COXHITTOR 

eigners  "jabber");  so  we  were  all  yliid  to  see  each 
other,  or  said  so,  which  comes  to  tlif  sjinie  thing. 

"  How's  your  automobile  ? "  was  almost  the  first 
thing  I  asited  Jimmy,  for  the  last  time  I'd  seen  him 
it  was  the  pride  of  his  heart.  "  I  suppose,"  I  said, 
"  that,  like  us,  you're  making  a  tour  around  Europe 
on  it?" 

I  thought  his  face  changed  a  little,  though  I  don't 
know  why  it  should.  "  Oh,"  said  he,  "  I've  lent  it  to 
my  friend  Lord  Lane ;  charming  fellow  I  met  last 
year  in  Paris.  He'll  meet  me  with  it  a  little  later. 
Where  are  you  going  after  this  ?  " 

"  We're  working  slowly  on  to  the  Riviera,"  said  I. 

"Oh,  isn't  that  funny,"  said  Jimmy,  "that's  where 
Lord  Lane  and  I  are  going  to  meet !  At  Cannes,  or 
Nice,  or  Monte  Carlo;  it  isn't  quite  settled  yet  which. 
I  suppose  you're  going  to  all  of  them,  as  you're 
driving  about  on  a  car  ?  " 

I  said  that  we  expected  to,  and  pointed  through 
the  glass  door  at  my  automobile,  with  Brown  super- 
intending the  hotel  servants  who  were  lifting  down 
the  luggage.  He  looked  hard  at  the  car  and  the 
chauffeur,  as  if  he  en\  ;ed  me  both,  and  I  think  he 
had  something  more  to  say  which  he  considered 
important,  but  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  change  and  make 
myself  prettier — much  prettier — than  the   Garrison 

girls. 

By  the  way,  they— the  Garrisons— suggested  that 
we  should  sit  at  a  small  table  with  them,  where 
they've  already  given  a  place  to  Jimmy.  We 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  now  we've  just  dined 
together.    My  frock  was  a  dream ;  it's  always  nice 
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to  come  to  the  sort  of  hotel  where  one  ou,  wear 
something  pretty,  as  here  and  at  Biarriti.  After- 
wards we  a  1  put  on  coats  and  cloaks  and  strolled 

uo  fro^  »r  .^  "".""^  '"""•  •""•"'y  »"«^d  to  call 
up  from  the  vasty  deep"  of  his  broken  (?)  heart  the 
m  of  the  Past,  with  a  capital  P,  but  I  would  force 
him  mto  the  track  of  automobilism  instead.  I  don't 
believe  he  knows  a  bit  more  than  I  do  about  it  if  as 
much,  now  that  I've  learned  such  a  lot  from  the 
Lightning  Conductor,  and  if  he  takes  to  boastin' 
I II  just  sAow  him.  ' 

Now,  goodnight,  my  dear  old  Dad.     1  shall  tre- 
myself  to  a  "night-cap"  draught  of  mountain  air' 
before  I  go  to  bed  on  my  balcony  facing  the  Pyrenees. 
Your 

MOLLY-WHO-LOVES-ONLY-YOO. 
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FROM  JACK  WINSTON  TO  LORD  LANS 


!       I 


Pad,  Dtetmbor  ij 
Dear  Safety  Valve, 

After  the  recent  budget  from  Biarritz  I  ^d 
BO  intention  of  inflicting  another  upon  yon — at  least, 
until  we  should  reach  Nice.  But — there's  as  much 
virtue  in  "but"  as  in  "  if  "—you  will  be  thinking  in 
Davos  that  it  never  rains  but  it  pours  letters  ;  I  am 
thinking  in  Pau  that  it  never  rains  but  it  pours  young 
men — Miss  Randolph's  young  men.  We've  got 
another  one  now,  in  his  way  as  objectionable  as 
the  first ;  and  though  I  don't  regard  this  specimen 
as  an  active  menace  to  the  car,  nor  do  I  believe 
he  will  resort  to  ripping  up  the  tyres,  he  has  his  knife 
into  me. 

Well,  we  arrived  in  Pau,  which  I  know  of  old,  and 
in  which  I've  had  some  rather  jolly  times,  as 
Miss  Randolph  would  put  it.  Pau  is  the  sort  of 
place  where  you  meet  your  friends,  and  I  scented 
danger  ;  but  we  were  booked  for  only  two  days,  and 
luck  had  befriended  me  so  well  thus  far  that  I  trusted 
it  once  more,  I  came  to  a  hotel  at  some  distance 
from  the  Goddess's.  Between  two  evils  I  chose  the 
less,  and  put  my  name  down  as  "J.  Winston,"  hoping 
tliat  if  anyone    knew    they    wouldn't   know    liias 
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Iff. I.  an  unexpected  quarter.  ' 

I  ..,ed    b>    fancied   security,  I   took  advant,,  -    of 

h.u  ,dJcn,...  fcr  which  Satan  is  popularly  sup    >   °h 

an,;  ,    ^^' "''"''•''  '"f^'rmcd  me  that   the  car 

an(j    [   ivouid  not   be  wanted   ^»  .(,.  i,  j 

-™;  .he  .,.„.  ,„  „  J„1."'„  ".";.;t,» 


"  with  my 
to  a  cab 

.e  pro- 

■  r.iv'g  at 
:ouple  of 


of  the  club  from  last  year.  wh.      !  u,    | 

and  told  the  man  to  drive  to  ti!.    roi:     i,,. 
The  steward   remembered    „   •'      .   .1, 
fessional ,  but  as  it  was  fairly  c,  I.'-  i.,'.    ' 
well  as  early  in  the  season  there  w.-.c   ,'  • 
men  m  the  smoking-room       I  snt  ,!      „  ,. 
letter  at  a  corner  ta4,  and'as  on^'of^  h^fl^l: 

obiec^onable.  Angl^aniac"  A^icar^oS^ 
£°nstero"ft"=    ^°"   '"°^^  "^^  --bbi!;  so 

countr  want  t?'"/  ''°"'  "^  P"'""^  °^  '''->  °-n 
ountry,   want  to  appear   more    English    than   the 
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English,  and  get  up  for  the  part  like  an  actor  with 
all  ar  actor's  exag-gerations.  Well,  this  was  one 
of  those  voices ;  and  for  all  the  owner  might  have 
taken  his  accent  from  his  groom,  he  was  mightily 
pleas^ed  with  it 

i  hadn't  looked  at  the  chap  at  first,  but  when  I  heard 
him  telling  his  meek  little  exclamatory  companion 
stories  about  a  lot  ol  my  own  friends  (invariably 
making  his  impression  by  mentioning  their  titles 
first,  then  dropping  into  Christian  names),  I  did  take 
a  glance  at  him  o\er  my  shoulder. 

I  found  him  a  curious  combination  of  Sherlock 
Holmes  and  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy.  He  might  have 
"  gone  on  "  at  a  moment's  notice  as  understudy  either 
for  Mr.  William  Gillette  in  the  one  part,  or  for  that 
clever  little  What's-his-name  who  resurrected  the 
latter  in  London  lately ;  though  as  for  his  dramatic 
tal'"''t,  I've  yet  to  judge,  and  may  be  called  upon  to 
dc    o,  as  you  shall  hear. 

He  went  on  gassing  about  all  sorts  of  impossible 
feats  he'd  accomplished  on  a  Panhard  car,  which 
he  alluded  to  as  his.  According  to  himself,  Fournier 
wasn't  in  it  with  him.  Having  heard  to  the  end  the 
tale  of  a  motor  race  in  which  Sherlock-Fauntleroy, 
in  company  with  the  Duke  of  Burford,  had  beaten 
King  Edward  the  Seventh,  the  other  man,  deeply 
impressed,  inquired  through  his  nose  (which  he,  being 
frankly  Far- Western,  didn't  mind  using  as  a  channel 
of  communication)  whether  his  magnificent  acquaint- 
ance was  at  present  travelling  on  the  famous  Panhard, 
and  had  it  with  him. 

"  Ho,"  was  the  answer ;  "  fact  is  I  got  a  bit  tired  of 
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keeping  the  road,  and  lent  my  car  to  my  old  friend 

Aha,  my  boy,  does  that  make  you  sit  up  ?  I  assure 
the  gentleman  discoursing  on  the  pleasures  of  a 
and  Burford  and  I  happened  to  be  together  I  should 

So  all  .s  discovered.  My  Montie-or  rather  his 
Mont,e-has  taken  a  leaf  out  of  Brown's  book,  and 
instead  of  stuffing  himself  with  fresh  air  and  eggs  at 
Davos,  ,s  flashing  about  the  Riviera  in  his  dear 
chums  Panhard.  which  he  must  have  lately  learn 
to  d„ve,  as  he  didn't  know  gearing  from  belts  when 
/saw  h.m  last."  As  it  is,  however,  I  assure  you  no 
such  suspicions  are  at  present  keeping  me  awake 
I  ve  enough  worries  of  my  own  to  do  that 

But  Fauntleroy-Holmes  was  continuing,  and  I  sat 
m  my  obscure  corner  inhaling  his  tobacco  smoke  and 
his  equally  ephemeral  anecdotes. 

"1  am  going  on  to  .\ice  myself  in  a  day  or  two 
with  some  ladies,  on  their  motor-car,"  said  he    "  W 

l^e  h?' '  ';"T  '  °"'  °^  '""^  '''''''  -^  handsom^ 
...h/.f "!.'?"''■  °^  ""''"•  ''"*  '  ^»>^"  drive  and 
let  him  do  he  dirty  work.  I  fancy  I  shall  be  able"o 
show  my  friend  something  in  the  way  of  drivL  ° 
She  wants  to  learn,  and  ought  to  ha^e  good  instruC 
tion  to  begin  with  ;  one  never  recovers  form  if  , aught 
bad  ways  at  first."  laugui 

I  lay  low,  like  Brer  Rabbit,  but  my  ears  were 
burning.     He'd    named    no   names,  and    I   had   no 
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reason  to  fit  a  cap  on  anybody's  head.  There  were 
plenty  of  ladies  and  plenty  of  motor-cars  in  Pau,  any 
of  which  might  be  going  to  Nice.  I  had  never  seen 
the  man  before,  and  didn't  believe  Miss  Randolph 
knew  him  from  Adam  ;  still,  1  had  a  sensation  of 
heat  in  my  ears,  and  when  I'd  finished  the  letter 
I  had  begun  (it  was  to  Burford,  by  the  way,  but  I 
refrained  from  telling  him  how  his  name  had  been 
taken  in  vain,  less  out  of  good  nature  than  because 
I  couldn't  be  bothered),  I  got  up,  went  out,  and  asked 
the  steward  who  the  young  man  was  who  looked  like 
Sherlock  Hol-^' 

He  knew  at  once  who  I  meant,  grinned,  and 
informed  me  that  the  gentleman  was  a  very  rich 
American,  named  Payne,  a  great  amateur  auto- 
mobilist  and  a  keen  golfer.  How  he  had  obtained 
all  these  particulars  it  wasn't  difficult  to  guess,  when 
one  reflected  upon  Mr.  Payne's  fondness  for  talking 
of  himself.  By  the  way,  have  you  ever  met  the  man 
at  all? 

A  few  minutes  after  questioning  the  steward,  I  was 
strolling  on  the  lawn  thinking  over  what  I  had  heard, 
when  Sherlock  walked  out  of  the  club,  his  obtrusive 
eyeglass  dangling  from  his  buttonhole. 

He  advanced  towards  me,  somewhat  to  my  sur- 
prise, and  hailed  me  from  afar,  seeing,  I  suppose,  that 
I  was  inclined  to  move  on.  "  I  say,  sir,"  he  began, 
"if  you  want  a  game,  will  you  take  me  on?  I've 
a  friend  just  gone,  and  there  doesn't  seem  to  be 
anyone  here  but  you  and  me " 

By  this  time  he  had  stuck  the  big  monocle  In  his 
e>-e,  where  it  had  somewhat  the  effect  of  a  biscuit 
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I  fancied  it  was  the  additon  of  the  eyeglass  which 
discomposed  his  expression,  but  almost  immediately 
I  realised  that  the  change  was  due  to  a  cause  more 
violent 

"B— ah  Jove!"  he  ejaculated.  And  then,  "Ton 
my  word,  what  damned  impertinence!"  He  stood 
glaring  at  me  through  that  eyeglass  with  such  an 
"  I  am  the  Duke  of  Omniom,  who  the  devil  are  you  ?" 
sort  of  expression  that  1  thought  he  must  be  mad, 
and  I  stared  also,  in  amazed  silence. 

After  looking  me  up  and  down  he  began  again. 
"  What  do  you  mean  by  it,  I  want  to  know,  swagger- 
ing about  here,  among  gentlemen,  as  if  you  were  one 
of  Us  ?  I'll  have  you  put  out  by  the  waiters."  With 
this  extraordinary  outburst  he  turned  on  his  heel,  and 
was  making  off  towards  the  club-house ;  but  as  you 
know,  my  temper  is  not  of  the  sweetest,  and  mad  or 
not  mad,  I  didn't  exactly  yearn  over  Mr.  Payne. 
I  took  advantage  of  the  long  legs  about  which  "  my 
friend  Montie"  has  occasionally  chaffed  me  and 
caught  him  up.  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that 
I  did  more.  I  gripped  him  by  the  shoulder.  I  held 
him  firmly,  apparently  somewhat  against  his  will. 
I  also  shook  him,  and  it  now  comes  dimly  back  to 
me  that  his  eyeglass  jumped  out  of  his  eye. 

"  You  confounded  cad  ! "  I  then  remarked  in  a  tone 
which  some  people  might  consider  abrupt ;  "  what  on 
earth  do  you  mean  ?  " 

He  took  to  stuttering— some  men  do  in  emergen- 
cies— and  I  knew  from  that  instant  that  he  couldn't 
drive  a  motor-car.  "  L— et  go,"  he  stammered  like  a 
schoolboy.    "  You— you— confounded  chauffeur,  you  1 


m 


w 


J 


.♦■ 


166  THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

I'll  tel!  your  mistress  of  you,  and  have  you  discharged 
You  — you're  Miss  Randolph's  chauffeur,  and  you 
come  here  to  pass  yourself  off  as  a  member  at  a 
gentleman's  club." 

On  the  point  of  knocking  him  down,  I  decided  I 
wouldn't,  and  dropped  him  instead  like  a  hot  chest- 
nut.    You  see,  he  "had  me  on  the  hip";  for  I  am 
iMiss  Randolph's  chauffeur,  and  there  was  no  good 
denymg  it    In  a  small  way  it  was  one  of  the  nastiest 
situations  of  my  life.     What  "  A."  in   Vanity  Fair 
would  have  done  1  don't  know,  and  I  didn't  know 
what  to  do  myself  for  a  minute.     You  see,  my  pro- 
phetic soul  tells  me  that  the  time  hasn't  come  to 
confess  all  and  throw  myself  on  the  Goddess's  mercy, 
as  I  hope  it  may  some  day;  and  I  couldn't  afford  to 
be  plunged  into  hot  water  with  her  when  the  facts 
would  look  fishy  and  be  impossible  to  explain.    Still 
I  couldn't  eat  humble  pie  with  that  Bounder ;  sooner 
1  would  have  quietly  killed  him,  and  stuffed  him  into 
a  hole  in  the  links.     However,  a  sweet  little  cherub 
of  inspiration  looked  out  for  the  fate  of  poor  Jack, 
r.iid  whispered  an  alternative  in  my  ear. 

"Do  you  dare  deny  it?"  Payne  demanded,  pluck- 
ing up  courage. 

"I  'dare'  do  a  good  deal,"  said  I,  looking  him 
straight  in  the  eyes.  "  But  I  don  t  intend  to  deny  it. 
I  am  Miss  Randolph's  chauffeur!'  How  he  had 
found  that  out  I  couldn't  imagine. 

"  Then.  I  can  tell  you,  you  won't  long  remain  so," 
blustered  the  fellow,  as  cocksure  as  if  he  were  her 
brother,  or  something  nearer— hang  him  1  "  A  man 
who  is  capable  of  practising  such  deception  isn't  fit 
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lady.      I    shalt   get   you   the 


to   be  trusted   with 
sack." 

"  You  ought  to  be  a  good  judge  of  deception,"  said 

tn-nor  ^"^^""u  ."^  ^^'''  '^^'"dolph  yet  about  that 
tripof  yours  with  the  Duke  of  Burford  last  summer?" 
Sherlock-Fauntleroy  got  as  red  as  a  beet,  and  the 
I'auntleroy  characteristics  predominated.  I  thought 
tears  were  about  to  start  from  his  eyes,  but  he  merely 
relapsed  mto  another  fit  of  the  stutters.  "  Wh-hat 
d-do  you  mean?"  he  chattered.  "  Y-you  don't 
know  what  you-re  talking  about." 

"Oh  yes,  I  do,"  I  said,  growing  calmer  as  he  grew 
e.xc,ted  a  good  deal  more  than  you  knew  whatlou 
were  talkmg  about  when  you  claimed  the  Duke  as 
your  fr,end.  I  happened  to  be  with  him  at  the  time 
last  summer,  when  you  said  you  were  driving  him  on 
your  car.  *" 

"  you  with  the  Duke  ! "  sneered  Sherlock.  '•  Who 
would  believe  that?" 

"Miss  Randolph  would,"  said   I.     "The  Duke  of 
Burford  was  driving  his  own  car  last  summer.     Now 
.vou   can   guess  how   I   happened   to   be  with  him 
Ihere   was   just    one    other    man    on    board;   your 
fnend   Monfe,  Lord  Lane,  you  know.      Lord  Lane 
was  another  of  m>   old  masters."     (Hope  vou  don't 
object  to  being  referred   to  as  an  Old  Master   and 
iwas  your  fag  at  Eton.)     '■  I  know  him  very  well 
He  can  do   a   good    many  things,  can    Lord  Lane' 
but  he  cant  drive  a  motor-car.     And  another  little' 
detail   you've  got   wrong.      He  isn't  running  about 
on    the   Ruiera.     He  is  at   Davos   J>Iatz      I    had   a 
letter    (rou,    him    there    the    other    da>  ;     he's     ver>- 
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thoughtful  of  his  old  servants.  Miss  Randolpli 
would  think  it  queer  if  you  said  you  expected  to 
meet  Lord  Lane  on  the  Riviera  with  your  car,  and 
I  showed  her  a  letter  from  him  which  proved  he'd 
been  at  Davos  for  the  last  six  weeks.  Or  he  wouldn't 
mind  telegraphing  if  I  wired." 

"  You're  a  regular  blackmailer,"  gasped  Payne. 

"  Not  at  all,"  said  I.  "  I  suggest  a  bargain,  but  I 
don't  want  money.  All  I  want  is  not  to  lose  m>' 
job.  Don't  you  give  me  away,  and  I  won't  give  you 
away.  Do  you  agree  to  that  compromise  and  no 
more  said  ?  " 

We  had  been  holding  each  other  by  the  eye,  but 
suddenly  his  wandered,  assisted  by  the  monocle.  So 
odd  an  expression  sat  on  his  face  that  I  followed  his 
straying  glance,  and  saw  what  he  saw — Miss  Ran- 
dolph !  Miss  Randolph  at  one  of  the  long  French 
windows  of  the  club-house,  with  several  other  ladies. 
Without  a  second's  hesitation  I  gripped  Payne  b>- 
the  arm  and  dragged  him  across  the  lawn,  using  him 
as  a  screen.  Once  round  the  corner  of  the  hou.se, 
I  let  him  go ;  but  I  dared  not  wait  to  chaffer. 
"  Remember,  it's  a  bargain,"  I  reminded  the  fellow. 
"  While  you  keep  to  your  part  I  keep  to  mine,  and 
not  a  moment  longer."  With  this  I  darted  into  one 
of  the  waiting  cabs.  That  was  a  narrow  shave,  but  I 
congratulated  myself  that  I  had  come  out  of  it  "  on 
top,"  joyful  in  the  hope  that  1  should  snatch  Miss 
Randolph  away  in  a  day  or  two,  and  the  episode 
would  be  closed.  But  mice  and  men  should  go 
slow  in  self  gratulation.  Even  a  confirmed  liar  oc- 
casionally tells  the   truth   by  mistake.      Next   da>' 
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(which  means  to^ay)  I  learned  this  through  bitter 
experience.     Nothing  had  happened,  and  wh«^ 

r^r^S  11^''  *°  ^"'  ^""''"'P"  '■"  the  morning 
for  orders,  her  manner  was  so  pleasant,  so  exactly 
the  same  as  usual,  that  I  made  sure  Mr.  Payne 
had  chosen  the  better  part  of  valour  and  held  his 
^ce^    Evenmg  came,  however;   my  mistress  sent 

h/ii  %"  V^"  '"'^""'^  *''°"g''  ">«  invaluable 
hall-porter.    Coward  conscience,  or  some  other  in! 

il^u:  ' T,"  K  ^T"'  ^^"^  *  *^'"e«=-  I  asked  mysdf 
blankly  if  I  had  been  betrayed,  if  I  were  in  fn/T 
fcolding.  if  I  should  have  to^hoose  l^Itwee"  Wn^ 
•gnommiously  chucked  out  of  my  precious  berth,  of 
prematurely  owning  up  to  the  trick  I  have  played 

I  felt  pretty  s.ck  as  I  went  up  the  servants'  stairs  to 
M.SS  Randolph's  floor  at  the  Gassion  and  knock^ 
at  the  door  of  her  private  sitting-room 

The  door  was  on  the  latch,  and  as  I  tapped  I 
heard  Aunt  Mary  exclaim  in  a  tone  orexSme 
-orn.     Ask  him  • ./  ,.  ofy.as.-  indeed  .     One  wo"d 

Tua'^  r'  "^^  '""^"'  ^""^  •»=  *•'»  '-'^te'-    You 
shall  do  nothmg  of  the  kind." 

My  knock  evidently  cut  short  the  argument  Miss 
Randolph  called  ■■  Come  in  ! "  and  I  ob^ed  ^  bfa  k 
father  and  humility.  I  hardly  raised  my  eye^  to 
Ae  lad.es,  yet  I  saw  that  She  was  looking  aZrable 

IL  u  '°^'''"''  "^''^  ^"d  arms  on  earth     Ste 

^m,led,  so  I  hoped  that  my  sin  had  not  found  me  out 
but  .t  was  not  precisely  one  of  her  own  frank,  st^ 
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smiles;  there  was  something  new  and  constrained, 
and  my  heart  still  misgave  me. 

"Brown,"  said  she  (and  I  observed  that  Aunt 
Mary  had  fixed  her  with  a  threatening  eye), "  Brown, 
I  thought  I'd  send  for  you  to  say  that  we'll  have 
another  passenger  to-morrow— for  a  few  days.  Or 
that  is— we  may  have  to  ask  him  to  drive  sometimes, 
out  of  politeness,  for  I  believe  he's  a  good  driver, 
and  he  might  be  hurt  if  we  didn't ;  though  I'm  sure 
he  drives  no  better  than  you." 

By  this  time  I  knew  what  was  coming,  and  steeled 
myself  to  bear  it,  but  there  might  have  been  a 
certain  involuntary  elongation  of  countenance,  for 
the  poor  child  rushed  into  explanations  to  save  my 
battered  feelings.  "You  see,"  she  went  on,  "this 
gentleman,  Mr.  Payne,  is  a  very  old  friend  of  my 
family,  and  he  has  been  travelling  in  Europe  a  long 
time,  for  a  rest  He  overworked  himself  or— some- 
thing, and  broke  down.  Now,  he  has  lent  his  car 
to  an  English  frienc  cf  his.  Lord  Lane,  whom  he 
arranged  to  rejoin  on  the  Riviera.  But  he  doesn't 
feel  well,  and  railway  travelling  disagrees  with  him. 
His  doctor  here  has  just  told  him  that  he  must  be 
continually  in  the  open  air  if  he  doesn't  want  to  have 
a  relapse ;  and  Miss  Kedison  thinks  my  father  would 
be  annoyed  if  we  didn't  ask  him  to  drive  with  us,  as 
we  are  going  the  way  he  must  go.  The  Napier  is 
such  a  fine  car,  1  suppose  it  can  take  four  as  well  as 
three,  and  a  little  more  luggage  ?  " 

"  Oh  yes,  miss,  there'll  be  no  difficulty  about  that," 
I  answered  grudgingly. 
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-And  you  won't  feel  that  it  is  lack  of  trust  in  you. 
If  he  drives  part  of  the  time  f" 

At  this  Aunt  Mary  glared,  but  that  Angel  paid  not 
the  slightest  attention. 

There  is  an  unwritten  law  that  a  man  shall  not  be 
a  brute;  and  after  her  sweet  consideration  of  my 
chau/Tery  feelings  I  couldn't  show  myself  ungracious 
I  assured  her  that  I  should  not  feel  hurt,  and  that 
she  was  very  kind  to  think  of  me  at  all.  I  would  do 
my  best  for  the  party,  unless,  of  course,  my  services 
would  be  superfluous,  now  that  she  was  to  be  accom- 
panied by  a  friend  who  was  a  competent  driver 

I  wonder  what  I  sAou/J  have  done  in  the  unlikely 
event  that  she  took  me  at  my  word?  Picture  my 
feelings,  bereft  of  my  Goddess,  bereft  of  my  Napier 
at  one  and  the  same  time,  constrained  to  resignation 
while  a  confounded  impostor  drove  off  with  both 
from  under  my  very  nose  I  Miss  Randolph  hastened 
to  deny  any  such  thought,  and  to  impress  upon  me 
my  value  as  a  cAauJeur.  But  things  are  bad  enough 
as  they  are.  ^ 

Here  I  am  saddled  with  a  fellow  v.ho  ha^es  me  as 
a  cur  hates  a  man  who  has  thrashed  h,m,  an-!  will 
snap  If  he  dares.  Instead  of  turning  m-,-  bac  .  upon 
him.  I  have  to  carry  him  away  on  it;  knd  i.  a  roH 
isn  t  in  pxklc  for  me,  I'm  not 

Your  old  friend, 

Jack  Winstoh. 
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FROM  JACK  WINSTON  TO  LORD  LANE 

Toulouse,  Dtctmbtr  i6. 

Dear  Montie, 

I  can't  let  you  alone,  you  see.  I  must  un- 
burden myself,  or  something  will  happen— something 
apoplectic.  If  I  have  sinned,  I  am  punished  ;  and 
so  far  as  I  can  see  the  Worst  still  stretches  before  me 
in  a  long  vista.  It  was  good  of  you  to  scrawl  off 
that  second  letter,  at  midnight,  as  an  afterthought. 
It  was  forwarded,  and  has  just  reached  me  here,  by 
grand  good  luck. 

You  say  I  would  do  better  to  make  a  clean  breast 
of  it ;  but  that's  easier  said  than  done.  You're  not 
here,'and  you  can't  see  the  "lie  of  the  land"  as  1 
can.'  I'll  explain  the  position  to  you,  from  my  point 
of  view,  for  1  think  you  don't  quite  understand  it 

Not  to  mince  matters,  I  am  a  Fraud,  and  Miss 
Randolph  is  the  sort  of  girl  to  resent  being  imposed 
upon.  If  this  Payne,  who  rejoices  in  the  name  of 
Jimmy,  should  find  out  the  truth  about  me  and  tell 
her  to-morrow,  she  would  be  exceedingly  angry, 
as  she  would  have  a  right  to  be,  and  would,  I  think, 
find  it  hard  to  forgive  me.  It  is  because  I  have  felt 
this  instinctively  that  1  have  let  things  slide.  I  have 
drifted  down  the  stream  of  enjoyment,  saying  to  the 
passing  hour,  like  Goethe's  hero,  "  Stay,  thou  art 
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fair"  though  too  often  the  thou-ht  would  present 
itself  that  this  could  not  go  on  for  ever.     Hesirle.* 
there  were  drawbacks,  big  or  little,  according  to  my 
mood.     I  have  always  kept  it  before  myself,  more 
or  less,  that  some  day   Miss   Randolph  would  dis- 
pen^  with  me  and  my  car,  in  the   natural   course 
of  affairs,  even  if  the  event  were  not  hastened   hv 
»ome  eoHeretem/>s  or  other:   and  that  it  might  then 
be  as  difficult  to  adjust  matters  as  it  is  now.     Hut  in 
truth  1  hope  it  won  t  be  so.     What  1  aim  to  do  is  to 
make  myself  so  indispensable  to  her  as  Brf)wn  that 
*e  can't  bring  herself  to  get  on  without  me  as  Jack 
Winston.     I  haven't  done  that  yet,  though  it  isn't  for 
lack  of  trymg ;  therefore  I'm  not  ready  for  the  crisis 
and  therefore  I'm  afraid  of  Payne.     Yes,  "afraid  ' 
that's  the  word.     And  my  one  consolation  is  that 
nes  equally  afraid  of  me. 

Your  ordinary,  habitual  liar  can  bear  up  if  he's 
found  out,  and  laugh  it  off  somehow,  but  your  snob 
and  boaster  can't  This  man  could  hardly  survive 
bemg  stripped  of  his  dukes  and  earls,  with  which  hes 
covered  his  untitled  nakedness  as  with  a  mantle  for 
the  eyes  of  Miss  Randolph.  In  this  natural  phen- 
omenon lies  my  chance  of  gaining  time,  and  other 
things  that  I  want. 

You  would  have  had  some  pure  enjoyment  out  of 
to-day  If  you  had  been  the  fifth  person  on  mv 
Napier.  If  you  could  have  heard  Aunt  Mary  («h.'. 
m  common  with  a  certain  type  of  American,  worships 
a  title  and  rolls  it  on  her  tongue  as  if  it  were  a 
plover's  egg  out  of  season)  asking  "Jimmy"  ques- 
tions about  his  grand   English  friends  1      Knowing 
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that  my  cold  and  venomous  eye  was  upon  him,  and 
writhing  under  it,  he  had  to  answer  her  questions. 
"  What  sort  of  looking  man  is  the  Duke  of  Burford, 
limmy?  Did  you  ever  stay  at  any  of  his  country 
places?  Is  it  true  that  he  often  entertains  the 
Royalties?  Were  you  ever  asked  to  a  house-party 
to  meet  the  King  and  Queen  ?  " 

I  could  almost  have  found  it  in  my  heart  to  pity 
him ;  but  my  interests  at  stake  were  too  big  for  me 
to  have  derived  the  serene  pleasure  from  the  situa- 
tion that  you  might  have  enjoyed  as  an  initiated 
outsider.  But  with  my  attempted  explanations  and 
my  chortlings  I've  digressed  too  much,  and  I'll  get 
back  "  to  Hecuba." 

We  started  from  the  Gassion.  Miss  Randolph 
announced  that  she  would  drive  at  first.  This  was, 
I  judged,  a  sop  for  me,  as  Cerberus.  But  Payne  was 
given  the  seat  of  honour  beside  her,  and  I  was 
relegated  to  the  tonneau  with  Aunt  Mary  and  the 
other  impedimenta.     My  day  was  over  I 

Miss  Kedison  considers  it  infra  dig.  to  converse 
with  a  servant,  though  she  has  been  content  often 
enough  to  use  me  as  a  guide-book.  She  doesn't 
like  sitting  in  front,  so  she  was  obliged  to  put  up 
with  my  physical  nearness,  but  she  took  pains  to 
emphasise  her  soul's  remoteness.  I  think  her 
opinion  of  me  has  been  for  some  time  that  I  am 
"too  big  for  my  boots,"  and  I  was  not  surprised 
to  learn  that  it  was  by  her  advice  Mr.  Payne  had 
been  invited  to  join  the  party.  No  doubt  she 
thought  it  would  put  me  in  my  proper  place,  and 
so  it  has.    Besides,  we  had  not  been  long  en  route 
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when  I  gleaned  from  several  indications,  small  in 
themselves,  that  "Jimmy"  is  a  great  favourite  with 
her,  so  great  that  she  would  not  object  to  beco'iiing 
his  aunt  by  marriage.  They  are  warm  friends,  and 
if  he  hasn't  already  poured  into  her  ear  confidences 
prejudicial  to  me,  there,  I  fear,  lies  danger  for  the 
future. 

We  had  not  been  gone  long  from  Pau  before  Miss 
Randolph  glanced  round  at  me— a  risky  thing  to  do 
when  you're  driving :  but  the  road  was  straight  and 
clear  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see.  1  was  half  in 
hopes  she  would  request  me  to  drive;  but  not  so. 
"  By  the  way,  Brown,"  said  she,  "  I  forgot  to  ask  ; 
didn't  I  see  you  at  the  golf  club  the  other  day  ?  " 

From  the  form  of  the  question  I  couldn't  tell 
whether  Payne  had  played  the  sneak  or  not,  nor 
could  I  guess  from  her  face,  as  she  had  turned  to 
business  again.  As  for  him,  he  had  ignored  me 
haughtily  since  the  start. 

"Me,  miss,  at  the  golf  club?"  I  promptly  pro- 
tested, regardles.-  of  grammar  and  not  sure  I  wasn't 
in  for  an  explosion  which  would  blow  poor  Broi.'n 
sky-high;  "why,  a  chauffeur  wouldn't  be  admitted 
there." 

"  I  suppose  not,"  she  answered  over  her  shoulder. 
*  But  there  was  a  man  very  like  you  when  my  friends 
took  me — and  walking  with  Mr.  Payne,  too." 

"  Now  for  it  I "  thought  I.  But  then  Jimmy's  first 
words  reassured  me.  "Oh,  I  don't  know  all  the 
strangers  one  talks  to  at  a  club,"  he  replied  in  haste  ; 
and  then,  by  way  of  changing  the  subject,  the 
bounder  asked  Miss  Randolph  if  she  wouldn't   let 
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him  drive.  "  It's  over  a  hundred  miles  to  Toulouse, 
and  you'll  want  a  firm  hand,  for  the  days  are  short," 
he  had  the  impudence  to  add. 

At  that  I  lost  my  head,  and  made  a  big  mistake. 
I  felt  I  couldn't  stand  sitting  still  while  he  tried 
experiments  with  my  car,  and  almost  before  1  knew 
what  I  was  doing  I  blurted  out,  "  Beg  pardon,  miss, 
but  are  you  sure  this  gentleman  understands  driving 
a  Napier  ?  My  master  expected  that  /  was  to  drive 
his  car  when  he  let  it  out,  and " 

Such  a  look  of  reproach  as  the  Goddess  threw  me  I 
"  But  /  understand  that  while  I  hire  the  car  it  is 
mine  to  do  as  I  1."  e  with,  in  reason,"  she  cut  me 
short.  "  Mr.  Payne  tells  me  that  he  has  often  driven 
his  friend  the  Duke  of  Burford's  Napier.  And  if 
anything  happens  to  your  master's  car  while  I  have 
it,  I  will  pay  for  the  damage  up  to  its  full  value,  so 
your  mind  may  ba  at  ease  on  his  account." 

■With  this  well-deserved,  but  none  the  less  crushing 
snub  she  brought  the  car  to  a  standstill  and  in- 
advertently stopped  the  motor.  After  virtually 
agreeing  the  night  before  to  let  Payne  drive,  I  ought 
to  have  kept  my  mouth  shut ;  but  you  will  admit 
that  the  temptation  was  strong.  I  descended,  like 
a  well-conducted  chauffeur,  to  help  my  mistress 
change  places  with  my  hated  rival,  and  of  course 
it  was  my  duty  to  start  the  motor  again,  which  I  did. 
Before  I  could  get  out  of  the  way,  Payne  started — 
purposely  getting  up  speed  so  quickly  that  I  had 
to  race  after  the  car  and  hurl  myself  into  the  ton- 
ntau  to  avoid  being  left  behind.  In  doing  this  I 
unfortunately    trod    on    Aunt    l^vf't    tMi^      Sht 
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groaned,  glared,  and  muttered  only  half  below  her 
breath,  "  Clumsy  creature  I "  Thorout;hly  humili- 
ated, and  no  longer  in  a  mood  to  care  whether 
their  Jimmy  wrecked  the  car  and  killed  us  (all 
but  one)  1  took  my  seat.  I  do  believe  that  Aunt 
Mary  secretly  thinks  me  capable  of  having  mis- 
judged and  ill-treated  Eyelashes,  who  laid  himself 
out  to  "  be  nice "  to  her. 

Hardly  had  we  started  when  I  heard  Miss  Ran- 
dolph telling  Payne  that  this  car  belonged  to  the 
Honourable  John  Winston,  Lord  Brighthelmston's 
son,  and  asking  if  he  had  ever  met  Mr.  Winston. 
I  suppose  that,  in  the  excitement  of  managing  a 
big  machine  which  he  knew  little  or  nothing  about, 
Payne  forgot  that,  since  I  "went  with  the  car,"  the 
owner  must  have  been  one  of  those  (to  him)  fatal 
Old  Masters  of  mine.  He  can't  bear  to  deny  the  soft 
impeachment  of  knowing  anyone  whom  he  thinks 
may  be  a  swell,  and  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment 
habit  got  the  better  of  prudence. 

"  Oh  yes,  I  know  Jack  very  well  I "  he  exclaimed  ; 
then  drew  in  his  breath  with  a  little  gasp  which  he 
turned  into  a  cough.  In  that  moment  he  had  probably 
remembered  me. 

"  I  suppose  you  know  his  mother,  then  ?  "  said  Miss 
Randolph.  "  I  met  her  in  Paris.  She's  at  Cannes 
now,  and  so  you  will  see  her  there." 

"Ye — es,"  returned  Jimmy.  "Oh  yes,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly  see  her.  I  know  Lord  Brighthelmston  better 
than  I  do  her ;  but  I  shall  call,  of  course." 

What  with  his  fear  of  having  committed  himself 
•TMW,  and  th«  ckill  in  bis  marrow  produced  by  my 
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critical  eye  on  his  vertebra;,  he  f;re\v  more  and  more 
nervous,  wobbling  \vhene\er  there  was  a  delicate 
piece  of  steering  to  be  done  or  a  restive  horse  to 
be  passed.  He  changed  speeds  so  clumsily  that  the 
pinions  went  together  with  a  crash  each  time,  and 
shivers  ran  up  and  down  my  ^pine  when  I  heard  the 
noise  and  thought  of  the  damage  this  conceited  idiot 
might  do  to  my  poor  gears.  Could  jyou  stand  by 
like  Patience  on  the  lee  cathead,  smiling  at  a  wet 
swab,  while  some  -buffer  with  a  whip  and  spurs 
bestrode  your  favourite  stallion,  Roland?  Perhaps 
th^t  simile  will  help  you  to  understand  how  I've  been 
feeling  all  day. 

Payne  is  a  rank  amateur.  I  doubt  if  he  ever 
drove  a  Napier  before,  and  would  bet  something  he 
depended  for  his  success  to-day  (such  as  it  was)  on 
keen  observation  of  everything  Miss  Randolph  did 
before  he  took  the  helm.  He  knows  how  to  steer 
a  moderately  straight  course  and  to  change  soeeds — 
that's  about  all;  and  I  wouldn't  trust  his  nerve  in 
an  emergency.  However,  we  bowled  along  witho"  t 
incident  through  Tarbes  and  Tournay,  thanks  more 
to  the  fine  car  than  the  driver;  but  when  mounting 
a  long  stretch  of  steep  road  beyond  a  place  called 
Lanesp^de,  where  a  great  railway  viaduct  crosses  the 
valley,  Payne  missed  his  change,  and  then  completely 
lost  his  head,  failing  to  put  on  the  brakes  to  prevent 
us  running  down  the  hill  backwards.  Luckily  I  was 
sitting  on  the  brake  side,  and  reaching  out  of  the 
tonneau,  I  seized  the  lever  of  the  hand-brake  and 
jammed  it  on.  Next  instant  (to  make  quite  sure) 
I  jumpod  out,  ran  to  tb«  front,  and   lowered  the 
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sprag.  I  don't  think  any  o:'  them  knew  what  a 
narrow  escape  we'd  had,  and  Payne  covered  himself 
by  abusing  the  car.  We  started  up  again  on  the 
second,  and  came  o.,t  on  an  undulating  plain  over- 
looking a  little  watering-place  called  Capvem-les- 
Bains,  lying  far  below  in  a  dimple  of  the  Pyrenean 
foothills. 

There  was  no  other  incident  till  we  came  to 
Montr^jeau,  where  my  road-book  showed  that  there 
was  an  uncommonly  steep  hill.  So  I  ventured  to 
say  over  Payne's  shoulder,  "Better  look  out  here 
sir;  a  bad  hill."  The  cad  had  not  the  civility  to 
notice  my  warning,  but  charged  through  the  long 
street  of  the  town  till  he  came  to  the  verge  of  a 
dangerous  descent,  dipping  steeply  and  suddenly  for 
a  little  way,  then  turning  abruptly  to  the  left.  He 
was  taking  the  hill  at  a  reckless  pace,  not  because 
he  was  plucky,  but  because  he  knew  no  better ;  and 
half-way  down,  seeing  a  lumbering  station-omnibus 
climbing  slowly  up,  not  leaving  much  room,  he  began 
to  get  wild  in  his  steering.  Again  I  hung  out,  and 
gently  but  firmly  put  on  the  hand-brake,  steadying 
the  car.  The  idiot  didn't  even  see  how  I  had  saved 
him,  for  when  we  got  safely  down  he  said  to  Miss 
Randolph,  "  Took  that  hill  flying,  didn't  I  ?  "  I  can 
tell  you  I  was  glad  when  we  pulled  up  for  luncheon 
at  St  Gaudens,  knowing  that  fixe  road  here  turns 
away  from  the  Pyrenees  to  cross  the  great  plain  of 
Languedoc. 

Blessed  plain  of  Languedoc,  which  has  been  abused 
by  some  travellers  for  its  monotony !  Sitting  silently 
m  the  tOHMMU  with  Aunt  Mary,  I  reveUtd  ia  Uh 
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long,  straight  level  of  wide,  poplar-fringed  road  that 
sttetched  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  running  up 
to  a  point  in  the  distant  perspective.  "  Here,  at  any 
rate,"  I  reflected,  "  the  duffer  at  the  wheel  can't  do  us 
much  harm."  It  was  a  beautiful  scene,  had  I  been 
in  tune  to  enjoy  it,  for  the  Pyrenees  showed  their 
blue  outlines  on  the  far  horizon,  and  the  Garonne 
gave  us  many  pictures  near  at  hand.  There  was  in 
particular  one  sweet  sylvan  "bit"  at  a  place  called 
St  Martory,  which,  though  it  was  but  a  fleeting 
glimpse,  framed  itself  in  my  mind  with  all  the  pre- 
cision of  a  stereoscopic  view. 

It  was  a  relief  to  me  when,  this  evening,  we  ran 
into  Toulouse ;  its  many  buildings  of  brick  lying 
along  the  bank  of  the  broad  and  peaceful  Garonne, 
looking  curiously  rose-hued  in  the  level  rays  of  the 
declining  sun. 

But  poor  car!  when  I  set  to  work  at  cleaning  it 
after  its  ill-treatment  it  seemed  to  reproach  me  for 
disloyalty.  Its  very  lamps  were  like  mournful,  mis- 
understood eyes.  And  this  is  only  the  first  da>  of 
many.  How  long,  O  friend,  how  long?  I  don't 
quite  see  what  is  to  become  of  your  unfortunate 

Jack  Winston. 


Narbonde,  December  17. 

I  didn't  post  the  beginning  of  this  letter.  I  felt 
I  should  want  to  add  something. 

Another  day  has  passed — a  day  of  alarms  and 
excursions.  Payne  has  made  an  ass  of  himself; 
aed  I  hftTS  Mwad  off  hia,  winning  my  way  bask 
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to  the  front  seat  of  the  car,  and  relegating  him  to 
the  tonneau  with  Aunt  Mary.  But  1  have  not  shaken 
him  off.  He's  still  in  our  pocket,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance means  to  .stick  there.  The  situation,  therefore 
remams  essentially  what  It  was  yesterday. 

But  for  the  incident  of  which  I  will  tell  you,  this 
might  have  been  one  of  th:  most  delightful  bits  of 
the  whole  tour.  Even  though  at  first  I  was  stuffed 
into  the  tonneau,  I  couldn't  help  finding  pleasure  in 
the  pictures  through  which  we  flashed  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  day. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  fiavf  to  traverse  before 
we  were  clear  of  Toulouse,  and  then  we  came  into  a 
fine,  open  world,  chasing  and  passing  many  peasants" 
c   ts.     These  always  occupy  the  middle  of  the  road, 
and  as  their  drivers  are  often  asleep,  there  is  much 
blowing  of  the  horn  and  shouting  before  they  pull 
over  to  their  right  ;ide.     I'resently  we  found  out  the 
meaning  of  this  stream  of  carts,  for  we  ran  into  a 
large  village  with  turkeys  and  geese  all  over  the  road 
like  carpet  bedding,  tied  by  the  legs   and  cackling 
loudly.     There   were  crowds  of  peasants— old  and 
young;  the  old  women  with  neat,  black  silk  head- 
dresses  framing   their   brown,   wrinkled   faces;   and 
through  the  midst  of  this  animated  scene  we  had  to 
drive  at  a  foot-pace,  tootling  on  the  horn.     On  the 
other  side  of  the  long  village  we  found  ourselves  on 
a  wide,  level  road  that  for  smoothness  would  shame  a 
bilhard-table,  crossed  the  green  Canal  du  Midi,  and 
ran  for  a  while  by  its  side,  passing  a  queer  obelisk 
erected  to  Riquet,  its  constructor. 
S*idd«nly,  on  mounting  ..  hill,  an  enonnous  view 
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spread  out  before  U3.  The  distant  Pyrenees  showed 
their  sei lilted  line  far  away  to  the  right,  their  snow>- 
tops  spectral  over  an  interveni  g  range  of  hills ;  to 
the  left  stretched  a  vast,  undulating  tract  of  country 
with  towns  and  church  spires  distinctly  outlin.id  in 
the  clear,  crisp  air-for  it  was  a  day  of  glorious 
lights.  Beyond  all  wi.s  a  range  of  vague,  blue  hills 
which  I  knew  to  be  the  Cevennes,  s<icred  to  the 
memory  of  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

We  sped   through   village  after  village.     A  long 
street;   children  in  blouses  playing  strange  games, 
disputing   in   shrill   voices,   wa^rging   little   eloquent 
fingers   under  each   other's   noses,    handsome   men 
clothed  in  blue,  with  red   sashes  and  the  vniversal 
ierrer  on  their  heads,  guiding  with  their  cruel  goads 
patient  teams  of  yoked  oxen  ;  a  group  of  persons 
round  a  church  door— a  wedding,  perhaps  a  funeral ; 
old  women  knitting  in  the  sun,  young  women  smiling 
from   windows  — all  these   impressions  follow  each 
other   like  flickering   pictures  ••.■  a  cinematograph  ; 
and  then  with  the  last  flicker  one  is  out  again  on  the 
broad,  white  road,  with  the  flying  trees  spinning  oy 
on  either  hand,  and  the  white,  filmy  clouds  floating 
in  an  azure  sky.     It  is  only  on  a  motor-car  that  you 
get  all  these  sensations.    In  a  train  you  are  in  a  box  ; 
on  a  motor  you  are  in  a  chariot  of  fire  with  the  wide 
heavens  open  above  you. 

At  Castelnaudary  there  was  another  scene  of 
animation,  for  here  also  it  was  market  day ;  and 
though  it  was  only  twenty  miles  or  so  on  to 
Carcassonne  (our  intended  destination),  my  betters 
decidad  that  they  would  Uke  luncheon  at  the  hot^ 
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In  Casi-lnaudary.  For  the  first  time  since  Tayne 
has  been  with  us  "  Tiss  Randolph  seemed  to  wish  to 
restore  me  to  tn)  old,  lost  footi.ig.  "  You  must 
lunch  with  us,  Brown,"  she  said,  with  a  smil',-  that 
foes  straight  to  one's  heart  But  I  was  not  in  a 
gracious  mood.  I  had  had  enough  of  Aunt  Maiy; 
I  could  not  stand  the  haughty  Payne.  I  answered, 
therefore,  rather  shortly.  There  were  certain  adjust- 
ments to  be  done  on  the  car  which  would  occupy 
some  time,  I  said,  and  I  would  take  my  luncheon 
later.  Her  poor  little  friendly  smile  went  out,  like  a 
lamp  extinguished.  For  an  instant  she  lingered, 
then  turned  away  without  a  word,  and  I  could  have 
bitten  out  my  own  surly  tongue. 

To  justify  myself  I  pottered  with  the  car,  then 
went  moping  off  to  another  hotel,  and  tried  to 
restore  my  lost  spirits  with  fiat^  dtfoie  de  canard  and 
fresh  walnuts,  which  would  have  delighted  the  palate 
of  a  happier  man. 

As  it  was  I  had  neither  the  heart  nor  i^c  stomach 
to  linger  over  the  feast,  and  consequently  got  back 
long  before  the  others  were  ready  for  me.  They 
didn't  hurry  themselves,  I  promise  you.  While  busy- 
ing myself  in  flicking  dust  off  the  car,  a  courteous 
little  crowd  assembled  and  questioned  me  ..s  to  the 
make  of  the  car  (expressing  surprise  when  they  heard 
it  was  every  bit  made  in  England)  and  as  to  how 
far  I  had  come.  When  I  saii-  "  From  Dieppe  viA 
Bic.rritz"  a  murmur  of  respect  rippled  to  the  outer 
edge  of  the  group,  and  at  this  moment  my  party 
appeared. 

Payne  wore  a  swaggering  sir,  and  looked  now  like 
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Little  Lord  Fauntleroy  gone  wrong.  He  was  far  too 
big  a  man  to  notice  me,  or  any  of  the  kindly,  simple 
people  who  had  been  admiring  the  car,  and  came  up 
with  us,  talking  his  loudest  to  Aunt  Mary.  He  almost 
elbowed  me  aside,  and  got  into  the  driver's  seat  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Perhaps  he  had  looked  upon  the 
rich  wine  of  the  country  when  it  was  red,  though 
I  didn't  think  of  that  at  the  time,  and  attributed  his 
exaggerated  insolence  to  natural  cussed  ness  of  soul. 

We  swept  away  from  the  hotel  with  a  curve  which 
wasn't  a  line  ol  beauty  for  a  motor-car,  and  as  we  left 
the  town  Jimmy's  conception  of  his  part  as  driver 
became  so  eccentric  that  Miss  Randolph  looked 
worried — that  is,  her  pretty  shoulders  stifTened  them- 
selves ;  I  couldn't  often  see  her  face — and  Aunt  Mary 
more  than  once  gave  vent  to  a  frightened  squeak. 
Once,  in  her  extremity  as  we  shaved  the  wheel  of 
a  passing  cart,  she  unbent  so  far  as  to  throw  an 
appealing  glance  at  me.  But  I  sat  in  stony  silence 
with  crossed  arms,  looking  oblivious  to  all  that  went 
on  and  somewhat  resembling,  I  flattered  myself, 
portraits  of  Napoleon  beholding  the  burning  of 
Moscow. 

On  the  high  road  Jimmy  began  to  recover  his  form 
— if  it  be  worth  the  name — but,  as  if  to  show  that  he 
was  all  right,  and  never  had  been  otherwise,  he  put 
the  car  at  its  quickest  pace,  which  was  so  far  from 
safe  on  a  road  dotted  with  carts  that  I  began  to 
expect  trouble ;  and  if  it  hadn't  been  for  Miss 
Randolph,  to  see  my  expectation  fulfilled  would 
have  pleased  the  baser  part  of  me.  Once  or  twice 
it  cartload  of  peasants  scowled  savagely  at  us  as  we 
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rushed  past  on  our  headlong  career,  and  at  length 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  Miss  RanHolpli 
rather  stiffly  suggest  that  Jimmy  shoii'd  moderate 
the  pace.  He  obeyed  with  a  laugh,  which  he  meant 
to  be  recklessly  brave,  yet  indul-ent  to  the  weak- 
nesses of  women  ;  but  in  my  ears  it  or  sounded 
silly.  At  this  moment  a  two-'.vhe.led  cart  with  fix o 
peasants  in  it— three  mm  and  two  women— came  in 
sight 

As  soon  as  they  saw  us  ont  of  the  men — a  big, 
black-browed  fellow — held  up  his  hand  imiieratively 
in  warning.  Anotiier  fine,  muscular  chap  jumped 
down  and  ran  to  the  horse's  head  Anyone  with 
a  grain  of  sense  or  consideration,  on  see'  j  these 
signals,  would  have  slowed  down,  and  if  xessary 
have  stopped  the  engine  altogether ;  but  though  I 
heard  Miss  Randolph  beg  him  to  go  slow,  Sherlock- 
Fauntleroy  held  right  on  at  a  good  twenty-five  miles 
an  hour. 

In  a  moment  or  two  we  had  come  level  with  the 
cart,  and  the  horse  bolted.  The  man  leading  it  was 
thrown  violently  to  the  ground,  and  the  cart  went 
over  him.  Luckily  he  tucked  in  his  head  and  drew 
up  his  feet,  or  he  would  have  been  shockingly  hurt, 
perhaps  killed.  He  lay  a  moment  or  two,  half 
stunned  with  the  shock,  while  the  horse  galloped 
away,  dragging  after  him  the  swaying  cart,  the  two 
women  screaming  at  the  top  of  their  voices.  The 
man  driving  managed  to  pull  up  the  frightened 
animal  some  way  down  the  road,  and  the  jjeople 
in  the  cart  scrambled  out  to  help  their  fallen  friend, 
who  meanwhile  had  picked  himself  up,  and  pale  with 
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fright  and  passion,  blood  streaming  down  his  face, 
was  limping  after  the  car  gesticulating  violently. 

Payne  had  not  turned  his  head,  and  the  moment 
that  a  startled  "  Oh ! "  from  Miss  Randolph  told  him 
there  had  been  an  accident  he  put  on  speed,  clearly 
with  the  intention  of  avoiding  a  row.  The  injured 
man  stooped  to  pick  up  a  stone.  At  the  same  instant 
Miss  Randolph,  in  her  most  imperious  manner  (and 
she  can  be  imperious),  commanded  Payne  to  stop 
instantly  and  go  back.  "  But  we  shall  have  the  whole 
pack  of  them  on  us  like  wolves,"  he  objected.  "  Go 
back!"  she  repeated,  stamping  her  little  foot.  "I 
won't  hurt  a  man  and  drive  away."  Sullenly  Payne 
pulled  up,  and  putting  in  the  reverse,  we  ran  slowly 
into  the  midst  of  the  horde  of  angry  peasants,  swollen 
now  by  many  others  who  had  been  passing  along  the 
crowded  road. 

As  we  backed  into  that  sea  of  scowling  faces  I 
thought  of  the  various  revolutions  France  has  seen. 
It  was  like  stirring  up  a  wasps'  nest  Everyone  was 
yelling  at  once.  In  the  front  rank  stood  the  man 
who  had  been  knocked  down,  his  trousers  cut  to 
tatters.  He  had  lashed  himself  into  such  a  fury  that 
he  had  become  almost  incoherent,  and  the  flood  of 
speech  which  rushed  from  his  white  lips  was  more 
like  the  yells  of  an  animal  than  the  ordered  utterance 
of  a  human  being.  By  his  side  were  the  two  women 
who  had  been  in  the  cart,  both  sobbing  and  screaming, 
while  everyone  else  in  the  angry  mob  shouted  simul- 
taneously. Aunt  Mary  went  very  pale ;  Payne  looked 
upon  his  handiwork  with  a  sulky  grin ;  but  Miss 
K:miio1ph  took  the  business  in  hand  with  the  greatest 
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pluck.  She  had  whisked  off  her  veil  and  faced  the 
people  boldly,  her  grey  eyes  meeting  theirs,  her  face 
white,  save  for  a  bright  pink  spot  on  either  cheek. 
At  sight  of  her  beauty  the  clamour  died  down,  and 
in  the  lull  she  spoke  to  the  man  who  had  been  thrown 
under  the  horse. 

"  I  am  very  sorry  you  are  hurt,"  she  said,  "  and 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  you  something  to  buy  your- 
self new  clothes.     Are  you  injured  anywhere?" 

At  the  sound  of  her  correct  but  foreign-sounding 
French  someone  in  the  crowd  shouted  out,  "A  bas  les 
Anglais  r  The  girl  drew  herself  up  proudly  and 
looked  in  the  direction  of  the  voice.  She  didn't  try 
to  excuse  herself  by  denying  England  and  claiming 
a  nationality  mo-e  popular  in  France,  and  I  loved  her 
more  than  ever  fur  this  reticence. 

"  Pay ! "  shouted  the  man  who  had  been  hurt,  with 
one  hand  wiping  a  trickle  of  blood  out  of  his  eye, 
with  the  other  thumping  the  mud-guard  of  the  car. 
"Of  course  you  shall  pay,  and  pay  dearly.  God  only 
knows  what  injuries  1  have  received.  I  am  all  one 
ache  Ah,  you  pay  well,  or  you  do  not  go  on  1"  He 
pressed  closer  to  the  car,  and  his  friends  closed  in 
around  him. 

"Pay  them,  Molly  I  pay  anything  they  ask!" 
quavered  Aunt  Mary,  "or  they  will  kill  us  I  Oh,  I 
always  knew  something  like  this  was  bound  to 
happen!  What  a  fool  1  was  to  leave  my  peaceful 
home  and  come  to  a  country  of  thieves  and  mur- 
derers I " 

"Don't  be  frightened.  Aunt  Mary,"  said  the  girl, 
with  more  pauence  for  her  relative's  g;.rrulous  com- 
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plaints  than  I  had.  Then  she  turned  to  me.  '  Brown, 
is  that  man  much  hurt  ?  "  she  asked  briskly. 

"  No,"  I  replied.  "  He  is  merely  scratched,  and  no 
doubt  bruised.  If  he  had  any  bones  broken,  any 
internal  injury  or  severe  strain,  he  couldn't  rage 
about  like  a  mad  bull." 

"  Still,  it  was  our  fault,"  she  said.  "  We  ought  to 
have  stopped.  His  clothes  are  torn.  How  much 
ought  we  to  pay?" 

"Nothing  at  all,"  said  Sherlock.  "Don't  you  let 
yourself  be  blackmailed." 

She  didn't  answer  or  look  in  his  direction,  thus  em- 
phasising the  fact  that  she  had  asked  her  question  of 
me,  not  of  him. 

"  Fifty  francs  would  be  generous,"  I  said,  "  to  buy 
the  fellow  a  new  suit  of  clothes  and  pay  for  a  bottle 
of  liniment.  With  that  to-morrow  he  would  be 
thanking  his  stars  for  the  accident  But  as  Mr.  Payne 
was  driving,  hadn't  you  better  let  him  talk  to  them  ? 
It  isn't  right  that  two  men  should  stand  by  and  let 
the  burden  fall  on  a  lady." 

"  You  speak  to  them.  Brown  ;  I  give  you  cane 
blanche"  said  she,  and  we  faced  the  mob  together. 

"If  you  threaten  us,"  I  said,  "you  shall  have  no- 
thing. We  were  going  fast,  but  your  horse  is  badly 
broken,  and  is  more  of  a  danger  on  the  road  than  an 
automobile.  If  you  behave  yourself  and  tell  your 
friends  to  do  likewise,  this  lady  wishes  to  give  you 
fifty  francs  to  buy  new  clothes  in  place  of  those  which 
have  suffered  in  this  accident  But  we  don't  intend 
to  be  bullied." 

"FJty  francs  I"  shrieked  the  man.    "Fifty  franca 
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for  a  man's  life!  Bah!  You  arktocrats !  Five  hun- 
dred francs ;  not  a  sou  less,  or  you  do  not  stir  from 
this  place.     Fifty  francs  1  " 

"You  are  talking  nonsense,  and  you  know  it,"  said 

the°S«  ••  "  °"'  °^  °"'  '^^^'  °'  "■'  """'  '""'^  ^°' 

Now  this  was  bluff,  for  the  last  thing  to  be  desired 
was  tJie  presence  of  the  police.  I  had  been  careful 
to  get  .n  Pans  the  necessary /m/«>  c^e  conduire  from 
he  Department  of  Mines,  without  which  it  is  illegal 

\  Tu  ^  T"'"'  ^^^^'"'^  °^  ^"y  ^"rt  '■"  France.  But 
1  had  heard  Payne  boasting  to  Miss  Randolph  that 
he  never  bothered  himself  about  a  lot  of  useless  red 
tape;  it  was  only  milksops  and  amateurs  who  did 

hnf-.     '  ^'.^~'^"'  ''^'^  ''^P'  ""^y  "'aster's-  papers, 
but  It  would  do  more  harm  than  good  to  our  cause 
should  It  come  to  an  investigation,  if  I  attempted  to 
pass  over  my  permit  to  Payne.     Were  the  police  to 
appear  on  the  scene  their  first  demand  would  be  for 
papers,  and  if  the  man  who  had  been  driving  were 
unable  to  produce  any.  not  all  our  just  complaints  of 
the  peasants  unlawful  threats  would  help  us.     Payne 
wou  d  be  liable  to  arrest  and  imprisonment;  not  only 
would  he  be  heavily  fined,  but  we  should  all  be  de- 
tamed,  perhaps  for  weeks;  and  as  French  magistrates 
have  as  strong  a  prejudice  against  the  automobile  as 
their  English  brothers,  especially  when  the  offender 
is  a  foreigner,  it  might  go  hard  with  everyone  con- 
cerned.    This  would  be  a  dismal  interruption  of  our 
tour,  and  if  I  hadn't  felt  sure  that  the  enemy  would 
be  in  as  great  a  funk  of  the  police  as  we  were.  I 
wouldn  t  have  ventured  on  so  bold  a  bluff.    I  trembled 


Ill 


•il:f!! 

i.  I  i 
:  1 


h»^ 


T90  THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

internally  for  an  instant  as  to  its  success,  but  as  usual 
in  life  and  poker,  it  paid. 

"No,  you  don't!"  shouted  not  the  one  peasant, 
but  many  in  chorus,  as  unlike  the  merry  peasant- 
chorus  of  light  opera  as  you  can  imagine.  "We  won  t 
have  the  police.  We  attend  to  this  affair  ourselves. 
And  it  began  to  look  as  if  they  meant  to.  ''Give 
the  five  hundred  francs,  or  you  will  be  sorry  1"  they 
yelled,  and  again,  in  a  second,  they  were  all  surgmg 
round  us,  threj.tening  with  their  fists,  snatching  out 
their  pocket  knives,  and  I  saw  things  were  getting 
hot  A  French  crowd  barks  a  gooa  deal  before  it 
bites,  but  this  one  had  come  to  the  biting  stage. 
We  were  far  from  town  and  the  police,  even  if  the 
latter  wouldn't  have  done  us  more  harm  than  good ; 
we  had  Miss  Randolph  and  Miss  Kedison  to  protect; 
if  Payne  were  as  useless  as  I  judged  him,  I  was  one 
man  against  forty. 

The  two  ladies  were  still  on  the  car.  Payne  had 
got  off  at  first,  but  had  slipped  back  when  things 
began  to  he  lively.  I  alone  was  on  the  ground,  close 
to  the  bonnet,  so  that  if  needful  I  could  protect  the 
motor  and  Miss  Randolph  at  the  same  time. 

The  crowd  consulted  an  instant,  then  stampeded 
the  car.  Aunt  Mary  shrieked,  and  threw  out  her 
purse,  as  if  she  flung  a  live  lamb  to  hungry  wolves. 
The  motor  was  going  still,  but  to  charge  into  the 
crowd  might  mean  killing  a  dozen  wretched  peasants. 
It  was  out  of  the  question,  but  something  must  be 
done  and  now  was  the  moment  for  doing  it  One 
fellow  tried  to  snatch  a  sable  rug  off  Miss  Kedison's 
knees ;  I  struck  his  hand  away,  and  sent  him  sugger- 
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ing.  Then  I  yelled  to  Payne  to  get  into  the  tonneau. 
There  was  no  more  pride  left  in  him  than  in  a  rag, 
and  he  crawled  over,  like  a  dog.  Meanwhile,  I'd 
made  up  my  hiind  what  to  do,  and  was  going  to  try 
an  experiment  as  our  best  chance  to  get  out  of  the 
row  without  bloodshed. 

I  knew  that  a  union  which  held  the  exhaust  pipe 
in  place  on  the  silencer  had  been  working  loose.  I 
grabbed  a  spanner  out  of  the  tool-box,  and  elbowing 
my  way  along  the  side  of  the  car  again,  with  two 
turns  of  the  spanner  loosened  the  union  ;  then  I 
pushed  forward  the  throttle-lever,  and  gave  the 
motor  all  its  gas. 

The  thing  was  done  in  a  quarter  the  time  it's 
taken  me  to  write  of  it,  and  you  can  guess  the  effect. 
Bang !  bang !  came  a  succe'^sion  of  explosions  quick 
and  pitiless  as  a  Maxim  gun.  Those  peasants  gave 
way  like  wheat  before  the  scythe.  I  don't  doubt 
they  thought  they  were  shot  and  on  the  way  to 
kingdom  come ;  and  before  they'd  time  to  find  out 
their  mistake  I  was  up  on  the  step,  had  seized  the 
steering-wheel,  and  started  the  car.  We  were  on  a 
slight  decline,  and  the  good  steed  bounded  forward 
at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  An  instant  later 
I  slipped  in  the  fourth,  and  we  were  going  forty-five. 
When  the  enemy  saw  how  they'd  been  tricked, 
which  they  did  in  about  six  seconds,  they  were  after 
us  with  a  howl.  A  shower  of  stones  fell  harmlessly 
on  the  road  behind  us,  angry  yells  were  drowned  in 
the  hideous  noise  of  the  exhaust.  We  could  afford 
to  laugh  at  the  thought  of  pursuit.  But  there  was 
another  side  to  the  stoiy.    Now  that  there  was  no 
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one  on  the  spot  to  complain  of  their  threats  of 
violence,  they  could  safely  apply  to  the  police  and 
make  a  bold  stroke  for  vengeance,  just  as  we  had  for 
escape.  However,  there  was  no  use  in  thinking  of 
that  for  the  moment ;  I  had  done  the  best  I  could 
and  must  go  on  doing  it  No  normal  tympanum 
could  stand  the  racket  of  the  exhaust  for  long,  and 
Miss  Randolph  and  Miss  Kedison  were  sitting  with 
their  hands  over  their  ears,  the  lower  part  of  Aunt 
Mary's  face  under  her  mask  expressing  a  comical 
horror.  I  caught  sight  of  her  visage  when  I  stopped 
the  car  (which  I  did  as  scion  as  we  were  beyond 
danger  of  pursuit)  to  fasten  up  the  silencer  again  ; 
and  it  was  all  I  could  do  not  to  laugh. 

The  fastening-up  business  was  an  affair  of  two  or 
three  minutes,  and  at  first  the  three  sat  in  shocked 
silence,  their  heads  dazed  by  the  late  ear-splitting 
din.  Then,  the  cool  peace  of  welcome  silence  was 
broken  by  Mr.  Payne.  "  I  consider,"  he  said  stiffly 
to  Miss  Randolph,  "that  your  micanicien  has 
behaved  with  unwarrantable  insolence  in  ordering 
me " 

"And  I  consider  that  he  s^ved  the  situation,"  cut 
in  the  micanicieris  mistress. 

"  I  acted  for  what  I  thought  the  best,  miss ;  there 
wasn't  much  time  to  decide,"  said  I,  with  the  sleek 
humility  which  I  assume  on  occasions.  "  If  I  have 
given  offence,  I  am  sorry,"  I  went  on,  looking  at  her 
and  not  at  Payne. 

"  You  haven't  given  offence,"  she  said.  "  I  am 
sure  Mr.  Payne,  when  he  comes  to  reflect,  will  see 
that  you  did  yeoman's  service.     But  what   is   to 
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happen  now?    I  suppose  we're  not  safe  from  trouble 
yet,  and  we  don't  deserve  to  be." 

I  thought  it  rather  sporting  of  her  to  say  "we" 
when  all  the  bother  was  due  to  the  conceit  and  cock- 
sureness  of  one  person. 

••  So.  miss  we  don't  deserve  to  be,  if  you'll  excuse 
the  liberty.  I  meekly  replied.  "We  had  no  business 
charging  along  a  crowded  road  the  way  we  did  I'm 
sure,  until  to-day.  we've  never  had  anythin.-  but 
courtesy  from  people  of  all  classes.  It  isnt  often 
I-rench  peasants  misbehave  themselves,  and  to-day 
most  of  the  wrong  was  on  our  side,  though  it's  true 
that  their  horse  was  skittish  ;  and  being  market-day, 
I  daresay  they'd  taken  a  Unle  more  red  wine  than 
was  good  for  them.  The  wine  of  this  country  is  apt 
to  go  to  the  head. "  ^      ^ 

I  spoke  to  Miss  Randolph,  but  «/ Jimmy,  especially 
when  I  gave  that  dig  about  the  wine.  1  finished  my 
tirade  and  my  work  on  the  silencer  at  the  «ame 
time,  and  it  was  then  that  my  triumph  came. 
Instead  of  getting  back  on  the  car,  I  stood  still  in 
the  road. 

I'Wnatare  you  waiting  for?"  asked  Miss  Randolph. 
•For  Mr.  Payne  to  take  his  place  in  the  drivers 
seat,   said  I. 

At  this  he  half  jumped  up  in  the  /onneau.  but 
Miss  Randolph  hurriedly  exclaimed,  'Oh,  I  think 
you  had  better  drive  for  a  while.  Brown.  I  want  to 
talk  to  you,  and  ask  you  what  to  do,  and  what  will 
happen  next."  Little  Lord  Fauntleroy,  with  every 
bherlockian  characteristic  temporarily  obliterated 
sat  down  a-uin  in  the  /onneau  pouting. 
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We  had  not  wasted  five  minutes,  and  now  we 
sprang  forward  at  a  good  speed  for  Carcassonne. 

"  What  will  happen  next,"  I  said,  answering  Miss 
Randolph's  question,  "  may  be  this.  If  the  peasants 
are  angry  enough  to  take  the  trouble  and  risk,  all 
they  have  to  do  is  to  go  to  the  police-station  in  the 
nearest  village  and  give  information  against  us,  when  a 
wire  with  a  description  of  us  and  the  car  will  raise  the 
whole  country,  so  that  we  shall  not  be  safe  anywhere." 

"Oh,  my  gracious!"  the  poor  child  exclaimed. 
"  What  are  we  to  do  ?  Aunt  Mary  and  1  have  other 
hats  and  jackets  and  things  in  our  car -luggage. 
Couldn't  we  change,  so  as  to  look  quite  different, 
and  buy  a  lot  of— of  Aspinall,  or  something  in  the 
next  village  before  they've  had  time  to  gi/e  the 
alarm,  and  paint  the  poor  car  a  bright  scarlet  ?  Then 
we  should  get  through,  and  no  one  would  know." 

I  couldn't  help  laughing,  though  really  her  sug- 
gestion wasn't  so  fantastic  as  it  may  sound,  for  I 
know  a  man  who  did  that  very  trick  in  somewhat 
similar  circumstances  ;  but  her  earnestness  combined 
with  the  childlike  guile  on  her  face  was  comic. 

"It  would  be  too  long  a  job  to  paint  the  car 
before  we  could  be  spotted,"  I  said.  "I  think  we 
must  just  hope  for  the  best,  and  show  a  bold  face. 
I  shouldn't  be  surprised  if  we'd  get  through  all  right 
somehow.  Perhaps,  if  there  was  much  money  in 
your  aunt's  purse,  miss,  the  peasants  would  prefer 
keeping  their  mouths  shut  and  sticking  to  that  than 
mixing  themselves  up  with  the  police  and  perhaps 
losing  what  they  might  have  had,  like  the  dog  with 
bis  meat  in  the  fable." 
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"  There  were  about  a  hundred  francs  in  my  purse," 
announced  Aunt  Mary. 

"  If  they  do  catch  us,  what  then  ?  "  the  girl  asked. 

I  explained  the  state  of  the  case  as  1  had  argued 
it  out  to  myself. 

"  Oh,  well,"  sighed  Miss  Randolph,  "  I  suppose  wo 
can't  do  better  than  take  your  advice,  but  this  isn't 
a  nice  adventure.  I  do  hate  feeling  guilty  — like 
an  escaping  criminal,  with  every  hand  against  me. 
And  !  loathe  suspense ;  I  always  want  to  know  the 
worst.  When  shall  we  be  sure  what  the  peasants 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  do?" 

"  Well,"  I  said,  "in  less  than  an  hour,  if  all  goes 
well,  we  ought  to  be  at  the  octroi  station  oatside 
Carcassonne,  and  if  we  are  '  wanted '  by  the  rpolice 
we  shall  know  it  fast  enough,  because  they  will — er^ 
try  to  stop  us  there." 

"Then  I  hope  all  won't  go  well,"  moaned  Miss 
Randolph.  She  who  had  been  so  brave  when  forty 
peasants  threatened  us  with  words,  stones,  and  even 
knives,  was  crushed  under  the  vague  menace  of  the 
law.  "  If  only  we  could  arrive  after  dark  we  might 
flash  through  before  the  octroi  people  knew.  Lrts 
arrive  after  dark,"  she  exclaimed  eagerly.  "It's 
getting  on  towards  four  now.  Let's  stop  —  since 
we've  been  perfectly  certain  for  ages  that  no  one  was 
attempting  to  follow  us — and — and  deliberately  have 
tea  by  the  roadside.  If  we  do  that  we  can  easily 
pass  the  time,  so  as  not  to  arrive  at  the  octroi  until 
half-past  five,  when  it  will  be  dark.  It's  moonlight, 
but  the  moon  doesn't  rise  now  till  six  or  after." 

"We  could   do  that  certainly,"  I   said,  "and  w« 
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might  get  through  without  being  nabbed,  if  we 
succeed,  we  might  rush  on  through  Carcassonne, 
instead  of  stopping  there  to-night ;  for  the  farther 
away  we  get  and  the  more  towns  we  can  say  we've 
passed  through  without  being  detained,  the  better 
for  our  chances  of  ultimate  escape." 

"But  I  don't  want  to  miss  Carcassonne,"  she 
objected.  "  You've  told  me  so  much  about  the  place 
that  I've  been  looking  forward  to  it  more  than  to 
almost  anything  else. " 

So  had  I,  if  the  truth  were  known,  but  I  had  looked 
forward  to  visiting  Carca^sotlne  with  her  before  I 
had  "drunk  and  seen  the  spider."  In  other  words, 
before  Mr.  Payne  had  joined  our  party.  However, 
I  couldn't  bear  to  have  her  disappointed,  for  his 
fault,  too ;  besides,  I'm  vain  enough  to  like  hearing 
from  her  lips  the  flattc-ing  words,  " Brown,  you  a:e 
so  resourceful  I "  Therefore  I  stirred  up  my  brains 
in  the  effort  to  be  re'sourcefu  now. 

"  We  might  hide  the  car  in  Carcassonne  if  we  could 
once  get  in,"  I  mysteriously  suggested ;  "  then  you 
could  steal  up  on  foot  to  the  citi  by  moonlight,  and 
when  you'd  had  your  fill  of  sight-seeing  steal  back 
to  the  car  again  and  make  a  rush  for  it" 

*  Splendid  I "  cried  Miss  Randolph,  clapping  her 
hands.     Behold,  I  had  made  a  hit  I 

The  car  was  stopped,  the  tea-basket  got  out,  and 
who  so  indispensable  as  the  late  despised  Brown  ? 
Brown  it  was  who  went  to  a  cottage  hard  by  and 
procured  drinking-water,  since,  not  expecting  to  stop, 
we  had  come  out  unprovided.  Brown  it  was  who 
saved   the   methylated   spirit    from   upsetting,   and 
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Brown  was  rewarded  presently  with  an  excellent 
cup  of  tea,  into  which  Miss  Randolph  had  dropped 
two  lumps  of  sugar  with  her  own  blessed  little  pink- 
tipped  fingers.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances sugar  in  tea  is  medicinal  to  my  taste ; 
but  when  that  angel  sat  with  a  lump  between  her 
fingers  asking  !iow  many  I  would  have,  though  she 
had  just  let  Jimmy  Sherlock  put  in  his  own,  I  would 
have  said  half  a  dozen,  if  that  would  have  left  any 
over  for  her.  And  if  the  taste  were  medicinal,  why, 
it  had  a  curative  effect  on  my  injured  feelings. 

Pefreshed,  invigorated  by  more  than  tea,  I  felt 
ready  for  anything.  Darkness  was  falling,  but  I 
didn't  light  the  lamps.  The  road  was  empty,  a  torch 
of  dusky  reo  blszing  along  the  west.  We  started, 
gjing  cautiously ;  our  tongues  silent,  our  eyes  alert 
By-and-by,  from  afar  off,  we  caught  the  twinkle  of 
low-set,  yellow  lights.  We  were  coming  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  octroi.  Luckily  it  was  cold ; 
the  door  and  windows  of  the  house  would  certainly 
be  shut,  unless  the  man  were  engaged  in  transacting 
business  in  the  road.  I  now  hurriedly  explained  to 
Miss  Randolph  the  exact  method  I  meant  to  adopt, 
and  the  word  was  passed  round  to  be  "mum."  While 
the  tea-things  were  being  packed  away,  a  short  time 
ago,  I  had  well  oiled  the  wheels  and  chains;  the 
car  moved  as  silently  as  a  bat,  except  for  the  chuff! 
chuff!  of  the  motor.  About  a  hundred  yards  from 
the  lights  I  put  on  speed,  and  when  we  had  begun 
to  scud  along  like  a  ship  with  all  sails  set,  I  took  out 
the  clutch  and  let  the  motor  run  free.  By  this  time 
we  were  within  thirty  yards  of  a  building  ■       .    I 


II 


'   ! 


198  THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 


'! 


now  felt  certain  was  the  celrou  The  car,  which  had 
been  going  extremely  fast,  dashed  on,  coasting  past 
the  little  lighted  house  by  its  own  impetus.  Not  a 
■ound,  not  a  creak  of  a  wheel,  not  the  grating  of  a 
chain. 

On  we  sped  for  full  forty  yards  past  the  (V/ri>i  before 
we  lost  speed,  and  I  had  to  slip  in  th.  clutch. 

"01.  '^rownl"  breathed  my  Goddess  ecstatically. 
Just  that,  and  no  more.  But  if  I  had  been  Jack 
Winston  and  asked  her  1:0  marry  me  at  this  moment, 
I  believe  she  would  have  said  "  yt*i'  in  sheer  exuber- 
ance of  grateful  bliss. 

So  far,  so  good,  but  we  were  not  yet  out  of  the 
wood.  We  drove  quietly  on  into  the  town,  expecting 
every  moment  to  be  challenged  for  not  lighting  our 
lamps,  though  we  were  within  our  rights,  really,  c'ark 
as  it  was,  foi  it  was  not  yet  an  hour  after  sunset. 
But  nothing  happened  ;  not  even  a  dog  barked.  We 
crossed  the  high  bridge  spanning  the  Aude,  and  the 
old  ciU,  which  we  had  come  to  see,  loomed  black 
against  the  dusky  sky.  No  one  molested  us ;  no 
fiery  gendarme  leaped  from  the  shadows  commanding 
us  t>  stop.  My  small  trumps  were  taking  all  the 
tricks,  but  I  had  a  big  one  still  in  my  hand.  We 
were  now — having  crossed  the  bridge  and  left  the  new 
town  behind  us — in  a  comparatively  deserted  region. 

"  My  idea,"  I  said  quietly  to  Miss  Randolph,  "  is  to 
drive  the  car  into  some  dark,  back  street,  far  from  the 
ken  of  the  gendarme.  It  is  six  o'clock.  People  are 
sitting  down  to  dinner.  That  is  in  our  favour. 
I  shall,  if  possible,  find  a  place  where  thu  car 
may  stand  for  some  time  without  being  remurked, 
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while  your  visit  is  paid  to  the  cM.  Here,  now,  is 
the  very  place!"  I  broke  short  my  disquisition  t"- 
remark ;  for  as  I  elaborated  my  plan,  driving  very 
slowly,  we  had  arrived  before  •  dingy  mews  with 
a  waggon  standing,  shafts  down,  on  the  cobbles.  I 
turned  in  and  stopped  both  car  and  motor. 

"  This  shelter  might  have  been  made  for  us,"  I  said, 
beginning  to  find  a  good  deal  of  pleasure  in  the 
situation.  "The  only  difficulty  is"  (out  with  my 
big  trump)  "  that  of  course  someone  must  stay  with 
the  car.  It  is  my  place,  miss,  to  do  so.  But,  unfortu- 
nately, it  is  after  hours  for  showing  the  ramparts,  the 
interior  of  the  towers,  the  dungeons,  and  so  on,  which 
are  really  the  attractions  of  the  wonderful,  old  re- 
iwjred  mediaeval  city.  I  have  been  here  before. 
I  know  the  gardien,  and  might,  if  I  were  in  the 
party,  induce  him  to  make  an  exception  in  your 
favour.  Still,  as  it  is,  the  best  I  can  do  will  be 
to  write  a  note  and  ask  him  to  take  you  through." 

Jimmy  laughed,  or   I    should   say,  chortled.    "  I 
•^ould  think  a  banknote  would  appeal  to  the  gardien'^ 
intelligence  better  than   any  other   kind,"  said  he, 
"and  I  will  see  that  be  gets  it." 

"I  advise  you  not  to  do  that,  sir,"  I  remarked 
quietly.  "  The  gardien  here  isn't  that  sort  of  man 
at  all.  He  would  be  mortally  offended  if  you  tried 
to  bribe  him,  and  would  certainly  refuse  to  do  any- 
thing for  you." 

"  I'm  sure  a  letter  would  be  of  very  little  use,"  said 
Miss  Randolph.  "  I  think  we  must  manage  to  have 
you  with  us  somehow.  Brown.  Couldn't  we  hire  a 
man  to  look  after  the  car  ?  " 
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"I  shouldn't  like  to  take  the  risk,"  said  I.    "And 
remember,  miss,  we  are  in  hiding." 

"/don't  want  to  see  the  old  place,"  protested  Aunt 
Mary.  "I've  gone  through  so  much  to-day  I  feel 
,  a  thousand  years  old.  I'm  not  going  to  climb  any 
hills  or  see  any  sights.  I  want  my  dinner." 
^  "I  think  we'd  better  get  on,"  advised  Sherlock. 
"  Not  much  fun  poking  about  in  a  lot  of  old  ruins  in 
the  dark." 

"They're  not  ruins,  and  it  isn't  dark,"  said  Miss 
Randolph.  "Look  at  the  sky!  The  moon's  coming 
up  this  minute.  If  you  don't  want  to  see  the  ciU, 
Jimmy,  you  might  just  as  well  sit  here  in  the  car 
while  the  rest  of  us  go." 

"I  shall  sit  with  him,"  announced  Aunt  Mary. 
"And  if  you  must  go  on  this  wild  goose  chase,  do 
for  pity's  sake  hurry  back,  or  we  shall  be  frozen." 

I  began  to  fear  that  the  scheme  would  ta  » through, 
with  so  much  against  it,  but  Miss  Randolph  kept  to 
her  'esolution  despite  the  moving  picture  of  her 
relative's  suffering. 

"  Oh  yes,  we  will  hurry  back.  We  shan't  be  long  " 
she  said  cheerfully,  "we"  meaning  herself  and  her 
coxin^x-micanicien.  "  You  can't  be  cold  in  your  furs  • 
It's  very  early  yet ;  you  had  a  good  tea ;  and  Brown 
and  I  will  whisk  you  off  to  some  dear  little  village 
inn  in  time  for  an  eight  o'clock  dinner." 

I  knew  we  should  do  nothing  of  the  kind,  but 
mine  not  to  reason  why,  mine  but  to  do  or  die— 
with  her. 

I  daresay,  my  dear  Montie,  that  even  to  you 
"Carcassonne"  expresses  nothing  in  particular.     To 
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those  who  have  been  there  the  name  must,  I  think 
always  bring  with  it  an  imperishable  recollection.' 
Carcassonne  is  one  of  the  unique  places  of  the  world 
Years  ago-as  far  back  as  the  Romans,  probably 
much  further-there  was  a  fortress  on  this  hill,  which 
commanded  one  of  the  chief  roads  into  Spain    After- 
wards It  was  used  by  the  Visigoths,  and  in  the  Middle 
Ages  It  reached  its  highest  importance  under  St 
Louis.    Then  gradually  it  sank  again  into  insignifi- 
cance, and  early  last  century  there  was  a  proposal 
tiiat  the  rums  should  be  destroyed.     By  this  time 
hardly  anyone  lived  in  the  old  city  on  the  hill,  a  new 
and  flourishing  modem  town  (laid  out  in  parallelo- 
grams)  having  sprung  up  in  the  plain.     The  demoli- 
tion  of  the  ancient  ruins  was  prevented  hy  one  Cros- 
Mayrevieille,  a  native  of  Carcassonne,  who  succeeded 
m  whipping  up  such  enthusiasm  on  behalf  of  his 
birthplace  that  the  city  was  made  into  a  monument 
htstonque,  and  money  was  granted  for  its  complete 
reconstruction  by  Viollet  le  Due.    A  large  sum  has 
been  spent,  great  works  have  been  carried  out.  and 
the  result  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  feats  of 
restoration  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  afar  off  this  city  upon  a  hill  makes  a  vivid 
appeal  to  the  imagination.  Its  great  assemblage  of 
towers,  walls,  and  battlements,  rising  clear-cut  and 
majest.c  against  the  sky,  suggests  at  the  first  glimpse 
one  of  those  imaginary  medisval  cities  that  Dord 
loved  to  draw  as  illustrations  to  the  ConUs  Drola. 
ttques.  So  extraordinary  is  the  apparition  of  this 
ancient  silent,  fortified  city  existing  in  the  midst  of 
the  railway  epoch  that  one  is  tempted  to  think  it 
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a  mirage,  some  strange  trick  of  the  senses,  which,  on 
rubbing  the  eyes,  must  disappear.  And  the  nearer 
one  draws,  the  more  vivid  does  this  impression 
become.  Everything  perfect,  marvellously  perfect, 
yet  with  no  jarring  hint  of  newness.  It  is  well-nigh 
impossible  at  any  time  to  tell  where  the  original 
structure  ends  and  where  Viollet  le  Due's  restoration 
begins ;  and  on  what  a  grand  scale  it  all  is. 

By  moonlight  the  effect  was  really  glorious.  My 
Goddess  and  I  walked  over  a  drawbridge  and  entered 
the  silent,  grass-grown  streets  of  the  old,  old  city, 
where  quaint  and  ancient  houses,  given  up  now  to 
the  poor,  huddle  under  the  protecting  walls  of  the 
great  fortress.  We  were  in  a  perfect  mediaeval  city, 
just  as  it  existed  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades.  In 
thus  exactly  realising  the  life  of  a  garrisoned  fortress 
of  those  stirring  days,  I  found  much  the  same 
dramatic  interest  I  feel  on  stepping  into  the  silent 
streets  of  Pompei,  where  the  ghosts  seem  more  real 
than  I. 

We  stopped  at  the  house  of  the  gardien,  and  I 
made  an  excuse  for  leaving  Miss  Randolph  at  a 
little  distance,  as  I  talked  to  him,  reminded  him  of 
my  last  visit,  and  begged  that,  as  a  favour,  he  would 
show  us  about,  although  it  was  now  "  after  hours." 
He  is  a  very  good  fellow,  courteous  and  intelligent, 
speaking  with  the  noticeably  distinct  enunciation 
which  seems  to  be  the  mark  of  all  these  guardians 
of  monuments  historiques  in  France ;  and  when  he 
understood  that  there  was  a  lady  in  the  case,  he 
readily  consented  to  oblige,  though  I  suspect  he  left 
bis  supper  in  the  midst     He  took  off  his  cap  to 
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Miss  Randolph's  beauty,  ethereal ised  by  the  moon's 
magic,  and  we  all  three  started  on  our  expedition. 
We  were  conducted  into   huge,  round   towers   and 
out  upon  lofty,  commanding  battlements,  whence  we 
could  gaze  through  a  haze  of  moonlight  over  a  great 
sweep  of  country,  with  here  and  there  the  sptrkle 
of  a  wmding  river,  like  a  diamond  necklace  flun- 
down   carelessly  on   a   purple   cushion.     Our  guide 
conscenfousl.     pointed    out    the    stations    of    the 
sentr.es  and  the  guards,  the  disposition  of  the  towers 
for  mutual  defence  (each  a  bowshot  from  the  other) 
the   sally-ports,  the  secret  passages  communicating 
with  underground  tunnels  for  revictualling  the  city 
in  time  of  siege;  and  so  realistic  were  our  surround- 
ings  that  I   fancied   Miss  Randolph   once  or  twice 
actually   caught   herself   listening    in    vain    for   the 
tramp  of  mailed  feet,  the  hoarse  word  of  command. 
At  all  events,  I  m  sure  she  forgot  for  the  time  being 
a.l  about  Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy  Payne  waiting  in 
he  car,  and   I  didn't  think  it  incumbent  upon   me 
o  remind  her  of  their  existence  or  necessities.     We 
lingered  long  enough  in  the  splendi,      gion  of  towers, 
battlements,  and  ramparts  to  do  them  full  justice 
Then,  when   I   had   slipped   something  of   no  im- 
portance    into    the   garden's   hand,   we    reluctantly 
departed,  often  looking  back  as  we  went  down  the 
h.ll.     As  we  left  the  old  city  we  did  not  leave  it 
alone     A.  group  of  young  men   and   women   of  a 
humble  class  were  hurrying  down  just  before  us  on 
their  way  to  the  new  town.     We  were  so  near  that 
we    couldnt    help    overhearing   their   eager    talk    of 
a   spectacle   they   were   on    their   way   to   sec,   ai.d 
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judging  from  the  fragments  we  caught,  this  was  to 
be  a  kind  of  Passion  Play.  Although  I  had  been  at 
Carcassonne  before,  I  didn't  know  that  such  a  thing 
existed  in  France,  or,  indeed,  outside  Oberammergau 
and  a  few  villages  in  the  Tyrol.  Miss  Randolph 
questioned  me  about  it,  but  I  could  tell  her  nothing, 
and  she  exclaimed  rather  sliamefacedly,  "Oh,  /tow 
I  should  love  to  go ! " 

"  Would  you  let  me  take  you  there,  just  to  look  on 
for  a  few  minutes,  miss? "  I  doubtfully  asked. 

"  I  should  like  it  above  anything,"  said  she.  "  Only 
—we've  already  kept  those  poor  people  waiting  too 

long,  I'm  afraid."  

"  This  needn't  keep  them  very  much  longer,  said 
I,  "and  it  may  be  the  last  chance  yod  will  ever  have 
of  seeing  such  a  thing." 

"Oh,  well,  I  can't  resist,"  she  cried.  "Well  go— 
and  I'll  take  the  scolding  afterwards." 

We  did  go,  following  our  leaders  until  we  came 
to  a  good-sized  booth  with  a  crowd  round  it  The 
admission  was  twopence  each,  but  the  best  seats  cost 
a  franc.  We  went  in  and  found  ourselves  in  a  long, 
canvas  room,  with  sloping  seats  and  a  small  stage  at 
one  end  lighted  by  oil  lamps. 

The  place  was  dreadfully  hot,  and  smellcd  strongly 
of  humanity.  Presently  a  bell  rang;  there  was 
solemn  music  on  a  tinkling  piano,  and  a  young 
actor,  bare-faced  and  dressed  in  a  white  classical 
dress,  took  his  place  near  the  stage,  beginning  to 
recite  in  a  clear,  sympathetic  voice.  He  was  the 
ehoragus,  explaining  to  us  what  was  to  happen  in 
the  play.    The  curtain  went  up,  to  reve^  a  tableau 
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of  Adam  and  Eve  in  very  palpable  flesh  tights,  with 
garlands  of  fig  leaves  festooned  about  their  bodies. 

Adam,  with  an  elaborate  false  beard,  slept  under 
a  tree.  Then  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  choragus' 
explanation  a  mechanical  snake  appeared  in  the 
branches  with  an  apple  in  its  mouth.  An  unseen 
person  off  the  stage  made  the  snake  twist  and  writhe. 
Eve  put  out  her  hand,  took  the  apple  and  ate  a  bit. 
Adam  waking,  she  pointed  to  the  tree  and  to  the 
fruit,  offering  him  a  piece.  He  demurred  in  panto- 
mime, but  accepted  and  swallowed  what  was  left 
of  the  apple.  Instantly  there  appeared  at  the  wing 
an  angel  with  a  long,  flaxen  wig,  who  threatened  the 
guilty  pair  with  a  tinsel  sword.  They  cowered,  and 
then  shading  their  eyes  with  their  hands,  were  walk- 
ing sadly  away  when  the  curtain  fell.  It  was  tableau 
number  one,  showmg  the  fall  of  man. 

The  audience  on  the  whole  received  the  exhibition 
virith  devotional  reverence,  but  a  knot  of  young  men 
openly  tittered  and  jeered,  commenting  satirically 
upon  the  deficiencies  in  the  stage  management 
Then,  with  more  music,  began  the  scenes  from  tl\e 
New  Testament  One  was  rather  pretty,  introducing 
the  woman  at  the  well,  Christ  being  impersonated  by 
a  sweet-faced  young  man  in  white,  with  a  light  brown 
wig  and  beard.  The  girl  who  played  the  Virgin  was 
not  more  than  twenty,  and  had  a  serene  prettiness, 
with  an  air  of  grave  modesty,  which  were  very 
attractive.  She  wore  her  own  long  hair  falling  like 
a  mantle  over  her  dark  dress  as  far  down  as  the 
knees. 
Each  scene  lasted  perhaps  five  minutes,  the  char- 
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acters  oi»  the  stage  speaking  no  word,  but  opening 
their  mouths  and  moving  their  bodies  in  time  with 
the  recitation  of  the  choragus.  We  had  the  betrayal 
in  the  garden,  the  trial  before  Pilate,  the  scourging, 
the  crucifixion,  and  the  resurrection,  all  given  with 
feeling  and  surprising  dignity,  and  in  the  crucifixion 
scene,  with  pathos.  Most  of  the  women  in  the 
audience  were  in  tears,  their  compassion  spending 
itself  noticeably  more  upon  the  Virgin's  sorrow  than 
upon  her  Son's  agony ;  and  all  through  the  repre- 
sentation the  same  irreverent  knot  of  scoffers  con- 
tinued to  laugh,  to  whistle,  to  mimic.  From  many 
parts  of  the  tent  there  were  indignant  cries  of 
"  Shame ! "  and  "  Silence ! "  but  the  disturbers  went 
on  to  the  end,  quite  regardless  of  good  taste  and  the 
pious  feelings  of  th'   majority. 

I  heard  whispers  which  informed  us  that  this 
company  of  players  hnd  no  repertoire  ;  such  a  thing 
they  would  have  considered  sacrilegious,  but  they 
travelled  all  over  France  in  caravans,  carrying  their 
own  scenery  and  costumes.  We  dared  not  stay  till 
the  very  end  of  the  performance,  but  had  to  get  up 
and  steal  quietly  out,  with  Aunt  Mary  heavy  on  our 
consciences. 

I  believe  poor  little  Miss  Randolph  really  was 
afraid  of  that  scolding  she  had  prophesied.  But 
behold,  vice  was  its  ov.n  reward,  and  the  enemy  was 
delivered  into  our  hands.  We  arrived  at  the  mews, 
and  there  was  the  car ;  but  there  was  not  Aunt  Mary 
nor  yet  Sherlock-Fauntleroy.  In  their  place,  curled 
up  in  the  tonneau,  reclined  a  callow  French  youth, 
comfortably  snoozing,  with  his  coat-coUar  turned  up 
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to  his  ears.  We  roused  him,  learned  that  he  had 
been  caught  en  passant  and  hired  at  the  rate  of  two 
francs  an  hour  to  await  the  return  of  a  lady  and 
gentleman;  also  that  he  had  been  in  his  present 
position  for  nearly  an  hour.  One  lady  and  gentle- 
man seemed  to  his  mind  as  good  as  another,  for 
when  offered  a  five-franc  piece  he  showed  no  hesita- 
tion in  delivering  up  his  charge  to  us,  although,  for 
all  he  could  tell,  we  might  have  been  the  rankest  of 
rank  impostors.  After  the  departure  of  this  faithless 
guardian,  Miss  Randolph  and  1  sat  enthroned  in  the 
car  for  some  twenty  minutes  before  Aunt  Mary  and 
Jimmy  came  speeding  round  the  corner  of  the  mews. 
They  brought  with  them  an  atmospliere  of  warmth 
and  good  cheer,  and  at  first  sniff  it  was  evident  that 
they  had  dined  where  dining  in  both  solid  and  liquid 
branches  was  a  fine  art. 

In  my  part  of  servant  I  was  not  "on"  in  the 
ensuing  comedy ;  but  I  listened  "  in  the  wings,"  and 
chuckled  inwardly.  Well  did  Miss  Randolph  fill  the 
r61e  of  injured  virtue  which  she  had  taken  up  at  such 
short  notice.  Her  surprise  that  Aunt  Mary  and 
Jimmy  could  have  been  capable  of  betraying  her 
trust  in  them,  that  they  should  have  gone  off  and 
left  a  valuable  car,  which  wasn't  even  hers,  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  a  stupid  little  boy,  a  perfect 
stranger,  was  bravely  done.  It  was  represented  as 
a  miracle  that  the  Napier  and  everything  in  it  had 
not  been  stolen  during  their  absence  ;  and  the  good 
dinner  the  culprits  had  enjoyed  at  the  neighbouring 
hotel  could  not  fortify  them  against  the  blighting  sense 
of  their  own  depravity  so  vividly  brought  horn* 
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Not  a  reproach  for  us;  all  the  wind  had  been 
taken  out  of  their  sails.  A  sadder  and  wiser  Jimmy 
and  Aunt  Mary  meekly  allowed  themselves  to  be 
driven  on  through  the  cold  moonlight,  with  distant 
gleams  of  towered  towns,  to  Narbonne,  where  I  am 
writing  to  you,  after  having  dined  and  cleaned  the 
car.  Our  hotel  is  not  an  ideal  one  ;  yet  on  my  hard 
pillow  my  head,  I  ween,  will  lie  easier  than  on  a 
downy  one  last  night.  We  arrived  late,  and  will 
leave  early,  to  lessen  the  chances  of  being  pounced 
upon  by  the  clutches  of  the  law.  But  I  begin  to 
hope  that,  after  all,  those  peasants  decided  to  let  well 
alone,  and  that  we  shall  go  scathless. 

When  I  was  a  little  boy  we  used  to  have  honey 
in  red-brown  earthenware  pots  labelled  "  Finest 
Narbonne  Honey,"  and  for  years  the  place  figured 
in  my  imagination  as  a  smiling  region  of  brilliant 
flowers.  But  the  disillusioning  reality  is  a  dusty, 
rather  noisy,  very  commercial  town,  paved  with 
stones  the  most  abominable ;  and  between  Carcas- 
sonne and  here  the  road  grows  more  abominable 
with  every  kilometre.  I  am  tired,  but  not  unhappy ; 
and  so^  good  night 

Your  fraudulent  friend, 

Brown-Winston. 


Si. 
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Hotel  du  Louvrb,  Marsbillh, 

Diambtr  18, 
My  dear  Montie, 

We  have  just  been  passing  through  some  of 
the  most  interesting  parts  of  France,  therefore  in  the 
world,  and  I  have  derived  a  certain  rarefied  enjoy- 
ment from  it  all,  as  I  should  have  been  only  half  a 
man  not  to  do.  But  Brown  stock  has  gone  down  a 
little  since  Carcassonne,  why,  I  know  not,  though  I 
suspect ;  and  there  is  depression,  if  not  panic  in  the 
market.  Jimmy,  having  made  his  peace  and  promised 
caution,  has  again  been  promoted  to  the  post  of 
driver,  and  from  the  Jehu  point  of  view  I  must 
confess  that  during  a  large  part  of  the  journey  he 
has  covered  himself  with  as  much  credit  as  dust 
This  is  saying  a  good  deal,  for,  owing  to  the  slight 
rainfalls  in  these  southern  departmentr  the  roads  are 
often  buried  inches  deep  under  a  coating  of  grey, 
pungent  dust,  enveloping  all  passing  vehicles  in  a 
noisome  cloud.  They  havd  also,  set  in  their  surface 
at  irregular  intervals,  large  pans  or  dishes  with  per- 
pendicular walls  from  an  inch  to  three  inches  in 
depth.  These  dishes  being  concealed  by  the  all- 
pervaaing  dust,  it  is  impossible— at  least  for  a  Jimmy 
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Payne — to  know  where  they  are  until  the  wheels 
bump  into  them.  Sometimes  one  of  our  wheels 
would  drop  in,  sometimes  all  four.  You  may  imagine 
the  strain  of  this  snrt  of  wok  upon  the  tyres,  frame, 
and  springs.  But  in  a  whole  day's  rim  of  a  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  we  punctured  only  one  tyre,  whit.h  I 
mended  in  fifteen  minutes. 

B<5ziers,  seen  from  a  distance,  set  strikinfrly  upon  a 
hill,  looked  an  imposing  town,  but  turned  out  to  be 
an  ordinary  and  dirty  place  when  we  came  to  ascend 
its  long,  winding  streets.  Beyond,  we  ran  for  a  while 
along  the  edge  of  a  great  lagoon,  and  knew,  though 
we  Could  not  see  it,  that  the  Mediterranean  lay  close 
at  our  right  hand. 

At  Montpellier  we  did  not  stop,  and  I  delivered 
no  lecture  on  the  subject  of  the  gorgeous,  allconquer- 
ing  Duchess,  as  I  might  have  been  tempted  to  do  if 
we'd  had  no  addition  to  our  party.  It's  a  large, 
bright,  and  stately  town,  very  liveable-looking ;  but 
nothing  was  said  about  lingering,  though  there  are 
some  things  worth  seeing.  We  had  an  impressive 
entrance  into  the  ancient  city  of  Nimes,  running  in 
by  early  moonlight  across  a  great,  open  plain,  under 
a  spacious,  purpling  dome  of  sky,  the  sun  dying 
in  carmine  behind  us,  the  evening  star  a  big,  flashing 
diamond  in  the  moon-paled  east.  The  old  Roman 
amphitheatre  stood  up  darkly  and  nobly  in  the  silver 
twilight ;  but  we  passed  on  to  our  hotel,  the  pro- 
gramme evidently  being  tc  satisfy  the  senses  at  the 
expense  of  the  soul.  They  do  one  very  well  at  the 
hotel  in  Ntmes,  but  I  looked  forward  hopefully  to  a 
rc(j[UMt  to  play  courier  among  the  sights  of  th«  d«ar 
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old  town  next  morning.  It  did  not  come,  however. 
The  two  ladies  went  forth  with  Jimmy,  and  as  I  saw 
them  go  I  could  but  acknowledge  my  rival  to  be  a 
personable  fellow.  Sherlock  Holmes  and  Little  Lord 
Fauntleroy  were  both  personable  fellows  in  their 
way,  and  it  is  useless  to  deny  Jimmy's  possession  of 
the  picked  attributes  of  each. 

For  some  reason   the  word   seems  to   have  gone 
forth  that   we  are  to  hurry  on   to  Cannes.     In  the 
circumstances    I  am    inclined   to   ciiange  my  mind, 
and   instead   of  wishing   my  dear  mother  to  have 
departed  before  our  arrival,  I'm  not  sure  it  wouldn't 
be  wiser   to   hope   that   she'll   still    be  there.     Miss 
Randolph  "hasn't  decided  what  she'll  do  after  reach- 
ing the  Riviera."     I  can't  help  feeling  that  Jimmy 
Sherlock  has  succeeded   in  getting  in  some  deadly 
work  of  a  mysterious  nature.     It's  on  the  cards  that 
I    may  find  at  Cannes   or  Nice   that    the  trip  is 
finished,  and  Brown  is  finished  toe.     Then,  as  I  can't 
and  won't  part  from  my  Goddess  without  a  Titanic 
struggle,  I  might  find  it  convenient  to  tell  my  mother 
all,  throw  myself  on  her  mercy,  and  get  her  to  inter- 
cede with  Miss  Randolph  for  me.     You  may  argue 
that  her  views  regarding  the  fair  Barrow  are  likely  to 
militate  against  co-operation  in  this  new  direction ; 
but    I   can    be   eloquent   on   occasion,   and    even   a 
mother  must  see  that  a  Barrow  is  nothing  beside 
a  Goddess. 

Altogether,  I  am  nervous.  The  future  looks 
wobbly,  and  it  is  not  a  pleasant  sensation  to  feel 
that  one  is  being  secretly  undermined.  Jimmy  had 
better  look  out,  though.    The  first  shadow  of  proof 
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I  get  that  he's  breaking  his  half  of  the  bargain  he 
shall  learn  that  even  a  chaufftur  will  turn.  And  I 
look  upon  Cannes,  sonnehow,  as  the  turning-point  in 
more  senses  of  the  word  than  one. 

But  to  our  muttons.  No  pleasant  dallying  for  me 
in  beautiful  old  Ntmes  or  Aries,  either  one  of  which 
would  repay  weeks  of  lingering.  What  dallying 
there  was,  Jimmy  got— confound  him  I— and  my 
only  joy  was  in  his  hatred  of  ariy  rising.  They 
had  him  up  at  an  unearthly  hour  for  a  glimpse  of 
the  amphitheatre  and  the  Maison  Carrie  at  Nimes, 
and  by  nine  we  were  on  the  road  to  Aries,  Payne 
driving  with  rreditablc  caution.  We  crossed  the 
Rhone  and  completed  the  eighteen  flat  miles  in  little 
more  than  thirty  minutes.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
end  of  this  time  in  the  astonishing  little  town  of 
Aries,  halting  in  a  diminutive  square  with  two  great 
pillars  of  granite  and  a  superb  Corinthian  pediment 
(dating  from  Roman  occupation)  built  into  the  walls  of 
modem  houses,  Miss  Randolph  announced  that  they 
would  walk  about  for  half  an  hour  and  look  at  the 
antiquities.  "Half  an  hour!"  I  couldn't  help  echoing; 
"  why,  Aries  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  places  in 
France.     It  is  an  open-air  museum." 

"  I  know,"  said  she,  looking  up  at  me  with  an  odd 
expression  which  I  would  have  given  many  a  bright 
sovereign  for  the  skill  to  read.  "  But  maybe  I  shall 
have  a  chance  to  see  it  some  other  time,  and  the 
others  don't  care  much  for  antiquities  or  architecture. 
We  really  must  hurry  as  fast  as  possible  to  Cannes." 

Now,  why — why  ?  What  is  to  happen  at  Cannes  ? 
Is    Jimmy's    loathly  hand    in    this?     Or — blessed 
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thought  I — is  all  sight-seeing  for  h.  r,  as  well  as  for 
me,  poisoned  by  his  society  ?  Is  she  regretting  her 
rash  generosity  in  promising  to  carry  him  to  the 
Riviera  (to  say  nothing  of  Lord  Lan*  /),  and  is  she 
panting  to  rid  herself  of  him?  I  daren't  hope  it. 
But  write  me  your  deduction.  Perhaps  in  your 
enforced  inaction  at  Davos  it  may  amuse  you  to 
piece  together  a  theory  and  account  for  the  actions 
of  certain  persons  in  France,  whom  possibly  you 
know  better  than  if  you  had  ever  met  them. 

While  the  three  went  off  to  bolt  in  one  bite  such 
delicate  morsels  as  the  sculptured  porch  of  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Trophinus  and  the  Roman  theatre, 
I  gloomily  played  Casabianca  by  the  car,  Ixion  at 
the  wheel,  or  what  you  will.  I  waited  their  return 
before  the  hotel,  and  no  sooner  did  they  come  back, 
at  the  end  of  their  stingy  half-hour,  than  we  started, 
taking  the  road  across  the  great  plain  of  La  Crau 
towards  Salon. 

A  most  extraordinary  region  that  plain  of  La 
Crau.  It  is  as  flat  as  a  pancake,  only  far  away  to 
the  north  one  sees  a  range  of  brown,  rocky  mountains. 
Formerly  it  was  a  forbidding,  stony  desert,  the 
dumping-place  for  every  pebble  and  boulder  brought 
down  by  the  Rhone  and  the  Durance.  But  all  over 
the  vast  wilderness  there  has  been  carried  out  a 
wonderful  system  of  irrigation,  and  now  it  yields  sweet 
herbage  for  sheep,  while  figs,  mulberries,  and  c/presses 
are  dotted  in  green  oases.  The  surface  of  the  land 
is  thickly  veined  with  the  beneficent  little  canals, 
carrying  life-giving  water  from  the  Canal  de  Craponne, 
wbi«b  has  its  origio  at  La  Roqu^  oii  the  Durance. 
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Across  this  vast  plain  we  raced  towards  Salon, 
along  a  road  straight  as  if  drawn  by  a  ruler,  and 
bordered  by  small  poplars  standing  shoulder  to 
shoulder  like  trees  in  a  child's  box  of  toys.  We 
met  no  other  vehicles ;  we  seemed  to  have  the  world 
to  ourselves  ;  but  once,  far  along  the  road,  we  spied 
a  black  dot  which  seemed  to  come  towards  us  with 
incredible  speed,  growing  larger  as  it  came.  In  less 
time  than  it  takes  to  write  we  saw  that  it  was  an 
enormous  racing  automobile,  probably  undergoing 
a  test  of  ;  leed.  We  were  running  at  our  own  highest 
pace,  perhaps  forty-five  miles  an  hour ;  the  thing 
approaching  us  was  coming  at  seventy  or  more. 
You  may  im-";ne  the  rush  of  air  as  we  passed  each 
other.  One  glimpse  we  had  of  a  masked  automobilist 
like  a  figure  of  death  in  an  Albert  Diirer  cartoon, 
or  the  familiar  of  a  Vehmgericht,  and  then  we  were 
gasping  in  the  vortex  of  air  caused  by  the  speed  of 
the  gigantic  car.  Almost  before  we  could  turn  our 
heads  it  was  a  black  dot  again  on  the  horizon. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  great  Fournier  himself. 

Beyond  Salon  the  road  becomes  interestingly 
atcidentie.  One  climbs  among  the  mountains  which 
fold  Marseilles  in  their  encircling  arms,  and  has 
spacious  views  over  the  great  Etang  de  Berre  to 
the  glittering  Mediterranean.  The  Napier  crested 
the  hills  without  faltering,  and  from  the  top  we  had 
a  long  run  down  (over  bad  pavi  at  the  last)  into  the 
lively,  noisy  streets  of  gay  Marseilles,  Payne  guiding 
the  car  very  decently  over  intricate  tram  lines,  finally 
turning  across  the  pavement  to  circle  into  the  white, 
auy  oourt  of  a  larga  hotel    Wban  my  pasiiengan 
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had  got  down  I  drove  th  •  >.ar  lo  a  Z''rage  and  went 
quietly  off  to  another  h.  *el,  v.')ier«,  '■-.rned  by  past 
experience  at  Pau,  I  enti  rej  my.'eli  in  the  register 
modestly  as  James  Brown. 

Now  I  shall  hurl  at  your  devoted  and  friendly 
head  this  enormous  letter,  and  presently  shall  begin 
another  to  tell  of  the  Further  Adventures  on  the 
Riviera  of 

Your  much-enduring  Friend, 

Thb  Amateur  CuAOFrEOR. 
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MOLLY  RANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 

Grand  Hotel,  Toulok, 

Decemder  ao. 

My  Wingless  Angel, 

It's  lucky  your  poor  dear  hair  is  getting 
conspicuous  by  its  absence,  or  it  would  stand  up  on 
end,  I  don't  doubt,  when  you  read  a  few  lines  farther. 
So,  you  see,  even  baldness  is  a  blessing  in  disguise. 

I  won't  keep  you  in  suspense.  The  worst  shall 
come  first;  after  all  that's  happened  I  don't  mind 
such  a  iittle  thing  as  an  anti-ciimax  in  writing  to  my 
indulgent  and  uncritical  Dad. 

Now  for  it 

I  have  deserted  Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy  Payne  in 
a  gorge.  I  am  alone  in  a  hotel — with  Brown.  Yet 
I  ask  you  to  suspend  judgment ;  I  have  not  exactly 
eloped. 

It  is  all  Jimmy  Payne's  fault 

I  wired  you  yesterday  from  Marseilles,  because 
1  hadn't  written  since  iny  second  letter  from  Pau, 
when  I  told  you  how  Aunt  Mary  had  persuaded  me 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  caddish  not  to  invite 
Jimmy  to  drive  with  us  to  the  Riviera,  as  his  car 
was  there  and  he  was  going  that  way.  I  felt  in  my 
Vines  to  an  almost  rheumatic  extent  that  to  ask  him 
jrould  be  a  big  mistake ;  still,  in  a  weak  moment  I 
ai6 
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consented,  when  Jimmy  had  been  particularly  nice  and 
had  just  paid  you  a  whole  heap  of  compliments.  1  lay 
awake  nearly  all  night  afterwards,  thinking  whether 
'twere  nobler  in  the  mind  of  Molly  to  hurt  Brown's 
feelings  or  Jimmy's,  since  injury  must  be  dealt  to 
one.  Finally,  I  tossed  up  for  it  in  the  sanctity  of  my 
chamber.  Heads,  Brown  drives  ;  tails,  Jimmy ;  and 
it  was  tails.  Well,  I'd  vowed  that  should  settle  it, 
so  I  wouldn't  go  back  on  myself;  and,  anyhow,' 
Jimmy  was  the  guest,  so  that  French  copper  had 
the  rights  of  it.  1  did  my  best  to  make  all  straight 
with  the  Lightning  Conductor,  who  behaved  like  the 
trump  he  is. 

Jimmy  had  spared  no  pains  or  expense  in  ad- 
vertising himself  as  an  expert  driver;  nevertheless 
I  knew  him  well  enough  not  to  be  surprised  at  find- 
ing out  he  didn't  know  much  more  than  I  did.  I 
soon  saw  that,  though  the  first  day  everything  went 
well  enough.  The  second  day  he  nearly  landed  us 
in  a  dreadful  scrape  with  some  peasants,  but  since 
Brown  brought  us  safely  through,  I  won't  tell  tales 
out  of  school,  especially  as  the  tables  were  rather 
turned  on  the  poor  fellow  at  Carcassonne— the  most 
splendid  place.  1  send  you  with  this  a  little  book  all 
about  it,  full  of  pictures,  and  you  are  to  be  sure  to 
read  it.  I  was  rather  sorry  for  Jimmy  afterwards ; 
he  was  so  humble,  and  besides,  he  took  a  cold  in  his 
head  waiting  in  the  car  while  I  went  sight-seeing. 
He  promised  to  be  very  prudent  if  I  would  only 
trust  him  again,  and  cleverly  took  my  mind  off  his 
late  misdeeds  by  exciting  my  curiosity.  At  break- 
fast in  Narbonae,  where  we'd  unexpectedly  stayed 
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the  night,  he  hinted  darkly  of  most  exciting  events 
in  which  we  were  intimately  concerned,  which  would 
in  all  probability  take  place  at  Cannes,  if  we  could 
only  arrive  there  soon  enough.  I  couldn't  get  him 
to  tell  me  what  they  were,  but  I  fancy  Aunt  Mary 
is  at  least  partly  in  his  confidence.  She  wouldn't 
betray  him,  but  she  assured  me  that  to  miss  the  treat 
in  store  for  us  would  mean  lasting  regret  And  she 
was  bursting  with  importance  and  mystery.  Now 
I  don't  believe  much  in  Jimmy's  show ;  nothing  of 
his  ever  does  come  off,  except  his  hat  when  he  drives. 
Still,  a  little  of  Jimmy's  society  goes  a  long  way 
in  the  intimate  association  of  a  motoring  journey ; 
what  it  would  be  in  married  life  I  don't  know  and 
don't  want  to  know ;  and  as  I  too  began  to  think 
I  shouldn't  be  sorry  to  get  to  the  Riviera,  1  consented 
to  be  whirled  through  some  lovely  places,  just  to 
satisfy  Aunt  Mary's  and  Jimmy's  craving  for  haste 
and  lack  of  love  for  ancient  architecture. 

We  arrived  at  Marseilles,  Jimmy  doing  well.  I 
would  see  something  of  the  place,  for  I  was  true 
to  my  Monte  Cristo,  and  insisted  upon  having  a 
glimpse  of  the  Chateau  d'If.  We  got  in  at  night, 
and  stayed  at  a  delightful  hotel.  Early  in  the 
morning  I  was  up,  and  rather  than  I  should  take 
Brown  as  courier,  Jimmy  (who  resents  Brown)  was 
up  early  too.  We  had  breakfast  together — for  Aunt 
Mary  stayed  in  bed— and  went  out  to  walk.  But 
it  wasn't  like  going  about  with  the  Lightning  Con- 
ductor, who  knows  everything  and  has  been  every- 
where before.  We  had  to  inquire  our  way  every 
minute,  and  shouldn't  have  known  which  things  were 
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rir,!!"^   if  Monsieur    Rathgeb.  the   landlord, 
hadn  t  told  us  to  be  sure  and  go  up  the  hill  of  Notre 
Darne  de  la  Garde  for  the  view;  so  we  went  up  in 
a  I.ft,  and  ,t  was  glorious.     Some  soldiers  marchin-r 
on  a  green  boulevard  below  looked  like  tiny  black" 
beetles,  and   the   music  of  their   bugle   band   came 
floatmg   famtly   to   us   like    sounds    heard    through 
a  gramophone.     The  He  d'lf  and  all  the  others  were 
spend>d  from  there,  and  I  would  have  liked  to  stay 
a  long  t.me,  if  Jimmy  hadn't  begun  to  be  tiresome 
and  harangue  me  about  the  confidential  way  in  which 
I   treat  lirown.       "Social  distinctions,"  said  he  di- 
dactically, "are  the  bulwarks  of  society."     Ha   ha  I 
Th  ."'  'l^'P  '^"Shing-could  you  in  my  pl'ace? 
I  tod  h,m  I  thought  he  would  make  a  fortune  as 

r  ^'"'Z^'-^u'.l'"'''''^'  ^^''"''  -""-^h  in  my  line  ;  and 
I  asked  If  he-d  ever  read  Ibsen's  PMars  of  Society 
wh,ch  of  course  he  hadn't  Then  we  went  down 
•n  the  hft,  and  back  to  the  hotel  for  Aunt  Mary,  who 
naturaUy  wanted  to  shop;  and  by  the  time  sh;  had 
finished  buymg  veils  and  cold  cream  it  was  time  for 
lunch,  which  we  had  in  one  of  the  most  charming 
restaurants    I  was  e.er  in,  on  the  Corniche  Road 

LIThT-T  T^  ""'•'  ^^°"'  eood  things  to  eat; 
but  I  do  think  that  oysters,  langousU  d  I' Americaine, 
boudlabatsse  d  la  Provenfale,  perfectly  cooked  and 
served  and  mixed  with  a  heavenly  view,  may  be 
something  to  rave  about.  Oh,  there's  a  lot  to  see 
and  do  in  Marseilles,  I  assure  you,  Dad,  though  one's 
friends  never  seem  to  tell  you  much  about  it ;  and  it 
was  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  before  I  would 
consent  to  be  torn  away.     Of  course,  so  far  south 
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the  daylight  lingers  long ;  still,  we  knew  we  had  but 
an  hour  and  a  half  more  of  it  when  we  started. 
There  had  been  a  shower  of  rain  while  Aunt  Mary 
and  I  were  packing,  and  we  had  not  been  out  of  the 
hotel  many  minutes  when  we  had  a  surprise. 

Jimmy  was  driving  along  a  paved  street,  slimy 
with  fresh  mud,  and  confusing  with  the  dash  and 
clash  of  electric  street  cars,  which  Jimmy  is  English 
enough  to  call  "  trams."  He  tried  to  pass  one  on  the 
off  side,  but  just  as  he  was  getting  ahead  of  it  another 
huge  car  came  whizzing  along  from  the  opposite 
direction.  I  didn't  say  a  word.  I  just  "  sat  tight," 
but  I  had  the  queerest  feeling  in  my  feet  as  if  I 
wanted  to  jump  or  do  something.  It  looked  as  if  he 
were  going  to  be  pinched  right  between  the  two,  and 
I'd  have  given  a  good  deal  if  Brown  had  been  at  the 
helm,  for  I  would  have  been  sure  that  somehow  he'd 
contrive  to  get  us  through  all  right.  But  Jimmy  lost 
his  head— and  indeed  there  are  only  a  few  men  who 
wouldn't,  for  the  drivers  of  both  cars  were  furiously 
clanging  their  bells,  and  the  whole  world  seemed  to 
be  nothing  but  noise,  noise,  and  great  moving  things 
coming  every  way  at  once.  He  jammed  on  the  brakes 
suddenly,  which  was  just  what  Brown  from  the  tonneau 
was  trying  to  warn  him  not  to  do,  and  before  I  knew 
what  had  happened  our  automobile  waltzed  round  on 
the  road  with  a  slippery  sort  of  slide,  the  way  your 
foot  does  when  you  step  on  ice  under  snow. 

I  thought  we  were  finished,  and  I'm  afraid  I  shut 
my  eyes.  "Just  like  a  girl!"  Oh  yes,  thank  you; 
1  know  that ;  but  I  didn't  know  it  or  anything  else  at 
that  minute.    There  was  loud  shouting  and  swearing, 
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then  a  bump,  a  noise  of  splintering  wood,  another 
bump,  and  we  were  still  alive  and  unhurt,  with  a  buzz 
of  voices  round  us  — quite  unkind  voices  some  of 
them,  though  I  never  felt  more  as  if  I  wanted  kind- 
ness. It  occurred  to  me  to  open  my  c^es,  and  I 
found  that  we  had  brought  up  against  the  curbstone, 
while  one  of  our  mud-guards  had  been  smashed  by 
the  iron  rail  of  the  electric  street  car,  now  stationary. 
Our  Napier  had  turned  completely  round.  The 
conductor  of  the  tram  was  scrutinising  his  scratched 
rail  and  saying  things  ;  but  Brown,  who  had  jumped 
out  to  examine  into  our  damage,  slyly  slipped  some- 
thing that  looked  like  a  five-franc  piece  into  his  hand. 
This  reminds  me,  I  must  pay  Brown  back  ;  Li  can't 
refuse  such  a  thing  as  that,  though  it  seems  he  has 
taken  a  sort  of  pledge  against  accepting  tips  in  his 
professional  career.  Funny,  isn't  it?  "For  a  touch 
of  new  paint,"  I  heard  him  murmur  to  the  conductor 
in  his  nice  French,  and  that  man  must  have  been  in  a 
great  hurry  to  try  the  eflfect  of  the  "touch,"  for  no 
sooner  did  the  coin  change  hands  than  he  stopped 
scolding,  and  away  buzzed  the  big  electric  bumble- 
bee. 

"For  mercy's  sake,  what  was  it  that  happened?" 
gasped  Aunt  Mary. 

"  Side-slip,  miss,"  said  Brown  in  a  tone  dry  enough 
to  turn  the  mud  to  dust,  "  from  putting  on  the  brakes 
too  quickly.  A  driver  can't  be  too  careful  on  a  sur- 
face like  this."    Which  was  one  for  Jimmy. 

The  poor  fellow  took  it  with  outward  meekness, 
though  I  saw  his  eyes  give  a  flash— and,  do  you 
know,  our  blond  Jimmy  can  look  quite  malevolent  I 
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He  didn't  speak  to  Brown,  but  turned  to  me,  and 
wid  the  side-slip  wasn't  really  his  fault  at  all ;  it 
might  happen  to  anybody  in  greasy  weather;  but 
he  would  be  still  more  cautious  now  than  before.  I 
didn't  like  to  humiliate  a  guest  by  superseding  him 
with  a  servant,  capable  as  the  servant  is,  so  I  said 
that  I  hoped  he  wouid  be  very  careful,  and  we  started 
on  again,  somewhat  chastened  in  our  mood,  driving 
slowly,  slowly,  through  interminable  suburbs  to  a 
place  called  Aubagne. 

There  was  a  splendid  sunset  after  the  rain,  with  a 
wonderful  effect  of  heavy  violet  cloud-curtains  with 
jagged  gold  edges,  drawn  up  to  show  a  clear  sky  of 
pale  beryl-green ;  and  sharp  against  the  green  were 
cut  out  purple  mountains  and  white  villages  that 
looked  like  flocks  of  resting  gulls.  We  were  in  wild 
and  beautiful  country  by  the  time  thickening  clouds 
compelled  us  to  stop  and  light  our  two  oil-lamps  and 
the  huge  acetylene  Bleriot 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  wind,  and  Aunt  Mary 
began  to  shiver  as  we  started  on,  still  going  slowly. 
"Oh  dear!"  she  exclaimed  crossly,  "we  shall  never 
get  anywhere  to-night  if  we  crawl  like  this.  Surely 
there's  no  danger  now  ?  " 

That  was  enough  for  Jimmy.  He  said  that  cer- 
tainly there  was  no  dang-r  now,  and  never  had  been. 
Opening  the  throttle,  he  began  to  tell  me  anecdotes 
of  a  trip  he  had  made  with  his  Panhard  over  the 
Stelvio  with  snow  on  the  ground.  If  I  weren't  afraid 
now  of  a  decent  pace,  he'd  get  us  into  Toulon  in  no 

time.  „        /•    -J        -r 

1  do  hate  to  have  people  think  I  m  afraid,  so  of 
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course  f  denied  it  sharply,  and  we  began  to  fly  down 
hill.  Our  lamps  seemed  to  have  shut  the  night  down 
closely  all  around  us.  We  didn't  see  much  except 
the  road  with  the  light  flying  along  it ;  but  suddenly, 
circling  round  a  curve,  there  appeared— dark  within 
the  brilliant  circle  o'  our  Hlcriot-a  great,  unliglited 
waggon  lumbering  up  the  hill  we  were  descending, 
and  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  road. 

We  were  close  on  to  it,  and  oh,  Dad,  that  wa.s  a 
bad  moment!  It  was  made  up  of  liL^litniiig-quick 
impressions  and  feelings,  no  reasoning  at  all.  Jimmy 
was  frantically  blowing  the  horn,  tlioiigh  it  was  too 
late  to  be  of  much  good.  I  had  a  vision  of  a  startled 
Jack-in-the-box  man  appearing  from  the  bottom  of 
the  waggon  to  snatch  wildly  at  the  reins  ;  the  next 
instant  our  car  waltzed  round  just  as  it  had  in  Mar- 
seilles, twisted  off  the  road,  and,  with  i.  loud  shriek 
from  Aunt  Mary,  who  had  clutched  me  by  the  arm, 
we  all  pitched  headlong  into  darkness. 

It  felt  as  if  we  were  falling  for  ever  so  long,  just 
as  it  does  irj  a  dream  before  you  wake  up  with  a 
great  start ;  but  I  suppose  it  really  wasn't  more  than 
a  second.  The  next  thing  I  knew,  I  was  on  my 
hands  and  knees  among  some  stones ;  and  evidently 
I'm  vainer  than  I  fancied,  for  among  other  thoughts 
coming  one  on  top  of  the  other,  I  was  glad  my  /ace 
wasn't  hurt.  I've  always  imagined  that  it  must  be 
terrible  for  a  girl  to  come  to  herself  after  an  accident 
and  find  she  had  no  face. 

I  scrambled  to  my  feet  and  began  calling  to  the 
others.  I  thii,..  I  called  Brown  first,  because,  you 
see,  he  is  so  quick  in  emergencies,  and  he  would  be 
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ready  to  look  after  the  others.  But  he  didn't  speak, 
and  the  most  awful  cold,  sick  feeling  settled  dov/n  on 
my  heart  "Oh,  Brown,  Brown!"  I  heard  myself 
crying  just  as  you  hear  yourself  in  a  nightmare, 
and  it  hardly  seemed  more  real  than  that.  Into 
the  midst  of  my  calling  Aunt  Mary's  voice  mingled 
and  I  was  thankful,  for  it  didn't  sound  as  if  she  were 

much  hurt.  ,.    •.  u 

Our  lamps  had  gone  out,  and  it  was  almost  pitch 
dark  now,  for  clouds  covered  the  moon.  But  there- 
came  a  glimmer,  which  kept  growing  brighter ;  and 
looking  up  1  saw  a  man  standing  with  a  lantern  held 
over  his  head,  peering  down  a  steep  bank  with  a  ook 
of  horror.  The  same  <^li  "ler  showed  me  something 
else— Brown's  face  on  tnc  ground,  white  as  a  stone, 
his  eyes  wide  open  with  an  unseeing  stare.  I  ran  to 
him  and  found  that  I  was  pushing  Aunt  Mary  back, 
as  she  was  trying  to  get  up  from  somewhere  close  at 
hand.  She  caught  at  me,  and  wouldn't  let  me  go  by. 
"Oh  dear,  oh  dear!  "  she  was  sobbing,  and  I  begged 
her  to  tell  me  if  she  were  hurt  _ 

"No,  thank  Heaven!     I  fell  on  Brown,  she  said. 
"  and  that  saved  me." 

I  could  have  boxed  her  ears.  One  would  have 
thought,  to  hear  her,  that  he  was  a  sort  of  fire-escape. 
I  snatched  my  dress  out  of  her  hands,  and  knc  t 
down  beside  poor  Brown,  who  was  perhaps  dead,  all 
through  my  fault-for  I  saw  now  that  I  ought  never 
to  have  let  Jimmy  Payne  drive  the  car.  By  this  time 
the  man  with  the  lantern  (it  was  the  carter  who  had 
made  the  trouble  for  us)  had  slid  down  the  steep 
bank,  and  come  straight  to  where  I  was  kneeling. 
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"  Ah,  mademoiselle,  il  est  mart  I"  he  exclaimed.  How 
I  did  hate  him !  I  screamed  out,  "  He  isn't,  he 
isn't!"  but  it  was  only  to  make  myself  believe  it 
wasn't  true,  and  I  couldn't  help  crymg — big  hot  tears 
that  splashed  right  down  into  Hrown's  eyes.  And  I 
suppose  it  was  their  being  so  hot  that  woke  him 
up,  for  he  did  wake  up.  and  looked  straij^ht  at  me, 
dazed  at  first,  then  sensibly — such  a  queer  effect,  the 
intelligence  and  brightness  taking  the  place  of  that 
frightening  stare.  The  first  thing  he  said  was,  "  Are 
you  hurt?"  And  I  said  "No";  and  then  1  discovered 
that  I  was  holding  his  hand  as  fast  as  ever  I  could 
—only  think,  holding  your  chaiiffeut's  hand  I — but 
such  a  brave,  faithful  chauffeur,  never  thinking  of  his 
own  face,  as  I  had  of  mi'ie,  but  of  me. 

That  made  me  laugh  and  draw  back,  and  we  both 
said  something  about  being  glad.  And  I  wanted  to 
help  him,  but  he  didn't  need  any  help,  and  was  up 
like  an  arrow  the  next  second.  And  then,  for  the 
first  time,  I  saw  the  car,  standing  upright  with  Jimmy 
Payne,  sitting  in  it,  hanging  on  like  grim  death  to  the 
ste«;ring-post,  which  he  was  embracing  as  if  he  were 
a  monkey  on  a  stick. 

I  did  laugh  at  that — one  does  laugh  more  when 
something  dreadful  has  nearly  happened,  but  not 
quite,  than  at  any  other  time,  I  think — though  into 
the  midst  of  my  laugh  came  a  sudden  little  pain. 
It  was  in  my  left  wrist,  and  it  ached  hard,  one 
quick  throb  after  another,  as  if  they  were  in  a  hurry 
to  get  their  chance  to  hurt  But  I  didn't  say  any- 
thing, for  it  seemed  such  a  trifle.  Brown  assured 
me  that  he  was  "  right  as  rain  " ;  that  he'd  only  been 
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dazed  and  perhaps  unconscious  for  a  minute  through 
falling  on  his  head.  I  wondered  if  he  knew  about 
Aunt  Mary.  But  it  was  too  delicate  a  subject  to 
raise.  Anyway,  she  hadn't  a  bruise.  And  wasn't 
it  extraordinary  about  Jimmy  ?  The  car  had  "  fallen 
on  its  feet,"  so  to  speak,  and  he  had  hung  on  to  the 
steering-post  so  hard  thai  not  only  had  he  kept  his 
seat,  but  he  had  wrenched  the  steering-gear.  Brown 
discovered  this  in  peering  into  the  works  by  the  light 
of  one  of  our  own  oil-lamps,  relit  from  the  carter's 
lantern.  If  the  Napier  hadn't  been  a  magnificent 
car  it  would  have  been  frightfully  damaged,  although, 
finding  itself  compelled  to  take  a  twenty-foot  jump 
off  the  road,  it  had  cleverly  chosen  comparatively 
smooth,  meadow-like  ground  to  descend  upon.  Not 
even  a  tyre  was  punctured ;  no  harm  whatever 
appeared  to  have  been  done  except  that,  as  I  said, 
owing  to  Jimmy's  savage  contortions  in  search  of 
safety,  the  steering-gear  was  wrenched. 

There's  a  thing  called  a  worm  in  steering-gear,  it 
seems,  also  a  rod ;  and  new  ones  would  have  to  be 
fitted  in  ours  before  we  could  go  on  again.  When  I 
heard  this  I  felt  rather  qualmish,  for  my  wrist  was 
aching  a  good  deal,  and  had  begun  to  swell.  Brown 
and  the  carter  were  talking  together,  and  according 
to  them  the  best  thing  seemed  to  be  to  carry  luggage 
and  rugs  to  ihe  nearest  village,  Le  Beausset,  and  try 
to  get  accommodation  there  for  the  night  Brown 
would  go  on  to  Toulon,  he  said,  and  try  to  get  new 
parts  for  the  car,  with  which  he'd  come  back  early  in 
the  morning. 

Still  ).  didn't  say  anything  about  my  wrist    Aunt 
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Mary  and  I  scrambled  up  the  bank,  and  Brown, 
Jimmy,  and  the  carter  went  back  and  forth  for  our 
things.  The  latter  had  been  going  away  from  Le 
Beausset,  not  towards  it,  when  the  accident  happened, 
but  he  agreed  to  turn  round  and  take  our  luggage  on 
his  cart  to  the  village.  He  made  room  for  Aunt  Mary 
too,  sitting  on  bags  and  portmanteaus  like  Marius 
on  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  and  the  rest  of  us  walked, 
about  a  mile. 

Le  Beausset  proved  to  be  a  tiny  place,  and  at  the 
solitary  inn  there  was  but  one  small  bedroom  to  let, 
the  rest  being  taken  by  some  rough,  selfish-looking 
commercial  travellers,  who  were  having  an  early 
dinner  in  a  hot  and  smelly  salle  d  manger,  with 
every  breath  of  air  religiously  excluded. 

I  thought  that  without  being  fussy  I  might  draw 
the  general  attention  to  myself.  I  announced  a  wrist, 
and  demanded  a  surgeon  L'st  I  had  cracked  a  bone. 
Brown  vanished  like  a  pantomime  demon,  but  re- 
tu\  ^  '  ;:lini  .,^  immediately  with  a  long  face,  and  the 
in*.  IliVci  "  tli.it  Le  Beausset  had  neither  surgeon 
nor  resident  doctor.  There  was  no  vehicle,  not  even 
a  bicycle,  to  be  had  for  love  or  money  at  this  time 
of  day,  but  he  would  make  all  haste  to  Toulon  and 
send  back  a  competent  man.  The  worst  of  it  was 
there  might  be  delay,  as  it  was  about  ten  miles  to 
Toulon.  Half-way  between  Le  Beausset  and  the  big 
town  was  a  small  one  called  Oilioules,  and  there,  it 
appeared,  one  could  take  an  electric  tram  into 
Toulon  ;  but  it  was  a  long  way  for  a  doctor  to  come, 
and  it  might  be  several  hours  before  he  could  arrive. 

"Then  I'll  go  to  Toulon  with  you,"  said  1.    "I 
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don't  feel  as  if  I  could  stand  much  waiting;  the 
walk  will  take  my  mind  off  the  pain,  and  1  can  have 
my  wrist  attended  to  the  minute  1  get  there." 

Instantly  Aunt  Mary  burst  into  a  cataract  of  ob- 
jections, and  I  only  dammed  the  flood  (quite  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  word,  because,  like  Marjorie 
Fleming,  I  was  "  most  unusual  calm  ;  I  did  not  give 
a  single  damn  ")  by  suggesting  that,  once  in  Toulon, 
I  might  send  back  a  comfortable  carriage  and  engage 
rooms  in  a  good  hotel  for  us  all  for  the  night. 

"Well,  I  can't  and  won't  stay  here  alone,  that's 
flat,"  pronounced  my  dear  aunt ;  and  despite  all  her 
lectures  against  "  liberty,  fraternity,  and  equality  "  in 
my  treatment  of  poor  Brown,  she  was  willing  to  let 
me  go  unchaperoned  save  by  him,  for  the  sake  of 
retaining  Jimmy  Payne's  protecting  presence  herself. 
As  for  Jimmy,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  he  didn't  like 
the  idea  at  all ;  but  he  had  jarred  himself  a  good 
deal  in  his  eccentric  fall,  and  evidently  funked  another 
tramp.  He  had  limped  ostentatiously  every  step  of 
the  way  to  Le  Beausset  Brown  was  afraid  that  I 
wasn't  up  to  the  walk,  but  I  assured  him  it  would 
be  much  less  uncomfortable  than  indefinite  waiting, 
and  I  think  he  saw  by  my  face  that  I  was  right 
After  all  our  delay  it  was  only  half-past  five  when 
we  set  off;  and  would  scarcely  have  been  thoroughly 
dark  if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  clouds  which  had  been 
boiling  up  from  the  west  all  over  the  sky. 

I  had  no  idea  what  kind  of  a  walk  we  were  in  for 
when  we  started,  neither  had  Brown,  for  he  had 
never  been  over  exactly  this  part  of  the  world  either 
walking  or  driving,  but  only  in  the  train.     We  hadn't 
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been  gone  long  when  we  plunged  downwards  into 
a  deep  J  winding  mountain  gorge,  the  icind  of  cut- 
throat place  where  you'd  expect  brigands  to  grow  on 
blackberry  bushes.  Oh,  but  it  was  dark,  with  only 
now  and  then  a  fitful  gleam  of  moonlight  cutting  its 
way  through  a  rent  in  the  inky  clouds !  Hardly  had 
the  word  "brigands"  crept  into  my  mind  with  an 
accompaniment  of  heart-beats  something  like  the 
plink !  plink !  plink !  villain  entrance-music  on  the 
stage,  when  two  indistinct  forms  loomed  out  of  the 
blackness  before  us.  A  perpendicular  wall  of  rock 
shot  up  from  the  road  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other, 
in  some  unseen  depth  below,  roared  a  torrent,  which 
drowned  my  voice  when  I  whispered  to  Brown,  so 
I  clutched  his  coat-sleeve  instead  of  speaking. 

The  two  men  were  chattering  loudly  in  Italian. 
"Ah,  Italian  brigands,  worse  and  worse!"  thought 
I ;  but  Brown  said  ■'  Good-evening  "  to  them  boldly, 
and  they  answered  as  mildly  as  a  pair  of  lambs, 
falling  behind  to  let  us  pass  on.  I  skipped  along, 
expecting  at  any  instant  to  feel  a  knife  in  my  back, 
but  the  blade  did  not  penetrate  any  part  more  vital 
than  my  imagination,  though  the  pair  hung  on  our 
footsteps  till  we  emerged  from  the  mountain  defile 
into  the  town  of  Ollioules. 

I  never  knew  what  an  attractive  object  an  electric 
tram  could  be,  until  I  saw  one  there  awaiting  our 
convenience,  glittering  with  hospitable  light.  We 
jumped  in,  and  were  flashed  into  Toulon  in  no  time, 
stopping  close  to  the  best  hotel.  We  found  that 
they  could  accommodate  our  party,  but  Brown  quite 
took  the  upper  hand  ;  wouldn't  allow  me  to  stop  and 
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talk,  had  me  swept  off  to  a  very  nice  room,  and  said 
that  not  only  would  he  see  about  a  surgeon  for  me, 
but  would  arrange  for  a  carriage  to  drive  back  foi 
Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy. 

Till  we  got  into  the  electric  car  at  Ollioules  I 
hadn't  noticed  in  the  dark  that  Brown  was  carrying 
anything.  But  he  put  down  on  the  car  seat  quite  a 
heavy  bag  of  mine  and  a  sort  of  big  dressing-case 
of  his  own,  which  is  his  only  baggage  on  the  auto- 
mobile. "Whyairfyou  lug  all  that?"  I  exclaimed. 
"Oh,  I  thought  you  might  need  something  before 
the  others  arrived,"  said  he,  "and  I  didn't  like  to 
trouble  them  to  look  after  mine."  Wasn't  he  thought- 
ful? And  I  was  glad  to  have  my  bag — without 
waiting.  But  just  think  of  the  state  of  that  poor 
fellow's  muscles  I 

It  was  a  quarter  to  seven  when  I  got  into  my 
rooms  at  the  hotel,  and  ten  minutes  later  the  doctor 
arrived.  If  he  had  had  bad  news  to  give  me  about 
my  wrist,  I  shouldn't  have  written  the  tale  of  this 
adventure  so  frankly;  but  I  can  leave  a  good  im- 
pression on  your  mind  in  the  end  by  telling  you  that 
all's  well  with  your  "  one  fair  daughter."  It's  a  sprain, 
no  worse ;  and  the  stuff  which  the  clever  man  pre- 
scribed has  soothed  the  pain  wonderfully.  I'm  so 
thankful  it's  my  left  wrist,  not  the  right;  and  so 
ought  you  to  be,  or  you  would  have  to  do  without 
letters.  This  is  the  time  when  I  miss  my  maid ;  but 
a  dear  little  femmt  de  chambre  of  the  hotel  helped 
me  dress,  and  it  is  wonderful  how  well  you  can  get 
on  with  only  one  hand. 

Now  I've  something  else  to  break  to  you,  Dad. 
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The  hotel  was  rather  full,  and  all  the  private  sitting- 
rooms  were  gone,  otherwise  I  might  have  had  dinner 
upstairs ;  but  1  drew  the  line  at  dining  abjectly  in  a 
bedroom.  Still,  I  didn't  quite  like  the  idea  of  sailing 
into  a  big  salle  ct  manger,  alone,  with  a  bound-up 
wrist,  and  perhaps  making  an  exhibition  of  mysei(' 
cutting  up  meat  in  a  one-handed  way.  So  before 
Brown  went  to  call  the  doctor  I  just  said  to  him 
casually  that  it  would  be  an  accommodation  if  he 
would  dine  in  the  salle  d  manger  with  me  this  once. 
He  looked  surprised,  and  seemed  to  hesitate  a  little 
before  he  said  that  he  would  do  so  with  pleasure  'f  I 
thought  it  best  I  was  almost  sorry  I'd  asked,  but 
I  wouldn't  go  back ;  and,  anyhow,  what  else  could  I 
have  done?  He  is  extraordinarily  gentlemanly  in 
his  looks  and  manner,  and  never  takes  the  least 
advantage ;  so  I  hope  you'll  agree  with  me  that  of 
two  evils  I  chose  the  less.  And  when  I  made  the 
arrangement  I  supposed  Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy 
would  be  arriving  before  bedtime,  so  that  I  should 
only  be  a  lone,  unprotected  female  for  a  few  hours. 
But  we  hadn't  been  in  the  hotel  five  minutes  before 
it  came  on  to  rain  again,  a  perfect  deluge  this  time, 
with  thunder  and  lightning;  and  while  the  nice 
femme  de  chambre  was  helping  me  into  a  ducky  little 
lace  waist  which  was  in  the  bag  Brown  had  carried, 
to  my  great  surprise  a  telegram  was  brought  to  my 
door.  At  first  I  thought  there  must  be  a  mistake, 
but  it  really  was  for  me.  Brown  had  mentioned  the 
name  of  the  best  hotel  in  Toulon,  where  we  would 
try  to  get  rooms,  before  he  and  I  left  the  others  at  Le 
Beausset;  and  the  telegram  was  from  Aunt  Maiy, 
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"  Don't  send  carriage.    Prefer  stay  here  to  driving  in 
such  storm.    Feel  sure  you  are  safe  without  us." 

I  knew  the  carriage  was  already  ordered,  but 
thinking  it  might  not  have  started,  I  scribbled  a  line 
in  pencil  to  Brown,  and  enclosed  the  telegram.  Aunt 
Mary  is  such  a  coward  in  thunderstorms  ;  but  it  was 
silly  of  her,  foi  it  couldn't  have  gone  on  thundering 
all  night  I  was  rather  cross,  but  1  had  to  laugh 
when  I  thought  of  Jimmy.  He  must  have  been 
wild. 

If  I'd  known  in  time,  perhaps  I  should  have  stayed 
ignominiously  in  my  bedroom,  but  I  wouldn't  make 
a  chan'j.-"  then  ;  it  seemed  such  a  tempest  in  a  teapot. 
So  wht  ■■  I  was  reaay  I  went  down  as  if  nothing  had 
happened,  and  looked  around  for  Brown  where  I'd 
told  him  to  meet  me  at  half- past  eight,  in  the  hall. 
My  goodness !  I  was  surprised  when  I  saw  him  in 
evening  dress — a  jolly  dinner-jacket  and  a  black  tie. 
He  might  have  been  a  prince.  I  wouldn't  have  said 
a  word  if  I'd  stopped  to  think ;  but  I  exclaimed  on 
the  impulse,  and  was  dreadfully  ashamed  of  myself, 
for  he  got  rather  red.  He  said  quite  humbly  that  he 
hadn't  wished  to  discredit  me,  since  I'd  done  him  the 
honour  of  allowing  him  to  serve  me  in  a  somewhat 
different  capacity  this  evening  (that  was  a  nice  way 
of  putting  it,  wasn't  it?),  so  he  had  decided  to  wear 
a  suit  of  clothes  which  Mr.  John  Winston  had  left 
him  ;  and  he  hoped  I  wasn't  displeased. 

After  all,  why  should  I  have  been  when  you  come 
to  think  of  it  ?  So  we  dined  at  a  little  table  all  to 
ourselves,  with  pretty  shaded  candles  and  some  lovely 
flowers.    People  were  Mready  banning  to  leave  the 
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room,  and  nobody  noticed  anything  strange  about  us 
as  a  couple ;  we  appeared  just  like  everybody  else, 
only  rather  better  looking,  if  I  do  say  it  myself.  I 
had  a  very  interesting  talk  with  Brown,  and  he  told 
me  several  things  about  his  life,  though  I  had  to 
draw  them  out,  as  he  is  more  modest  than  Jimmy 
Payne.  He  is  far  above  his  work,  though  he  does  it 
so  well  I  wish  so  much  you  could  do  something 
nice  for  him.    Can't  you  ? 

This  is  the  next  morning,  and  I  am  writing  in  my 
room,  waiting  for  the  car  to  arrive.  Aunt  Mary  and 
Jimmy  will  come  in  it ;  they've  telegraphed  again. 

I  am  looking  forward  to  the  Riviera  now,  but  I 
have  such  a  queer,  unsettled  feeling — sort  of  half  sad, 
without  knowing  why,  which  is  stupid,  as  I'm  having 
a  splendid  time.  I  suppose  if  s  my  wrist  which  has 
made  me  nervouA 

Your  loving 
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FEOM  JACK  WINSTON  TO  LORD  LANS 

Grand  Hotel,  Toulon, 

December  19. 

My  good  Montie, 

It  is  getting  on  towards  eleven  o'clock  at 
nightf  and  as  Payne  has  treated  us  to  a  smash  up 
and  I  have  walked  some  miles  carrying  I  don't  know 
how  many  pounds  of  luggage,  you  might  think  that 
I  would  be  more  inclined  for  bed  than  letter-writing. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  no  desire  for  sleep. 
A  change  has  come  o'er  my  spirit.  I  am  happy. 
I  have  dined  alone  with  my  Goddess.  I  almost  took 
your  advice  and  the  opportunity  to  make  a  clean 
breast  of  things ;  but  not  quite.  Presently  I  will  tell 
you  why,  and  ask  if  you  don't  think  I  was  right  in 
the  circumstances. 

The  said  circumstances  I  owe  indirectly  to  Payne 
— also  a  lump  on  the  back  of  my  head ;  but  that 
is  a  detail.  I  am  in  too  blissful  a  frame  of  mind 
to-night  to  dwell  on  it  or  any  other  detail  belonging 
to  the  accident,  though  maybe  I'll  give  you  the 
history  of  the  affair  in  a  future  letter.  It  is  enough 
to  say,  before  getting  on  to  pleasanter  things,  that  the 
car  reposes  in  a  lonesome  meadow  below  a  steep 
embankment  about  a  dozen  miles  away,  where  it  is 
perfectly  safe  till  I  can  get  back  to  its  succour  early 
134 
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to-morrow;  Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy  Sherlock  are 
enjoymg  each  other's  society  at  a  country  inn  rathe^ 
nearer;  M.ss  Randolph  and  I  are  here.  She  came 
on  because  she  had  to  have  a  sprained  wrist  treated 
by  a  competent  doctor;  I  came  to  get  new  parTs  for 

he  car,  naturally  we  joined  forces.  The  others  were 
to  have  a  carriage  sent  back  to  them  from  Toulon 
but  Aunt  Mary  funked  the  long  drive  on  accoun  tof 
a  fur,ous  storm.  Miss  Randolph  could  get  no  pnVate 
s.tt,ng.room,  and  as,  with  a  disabled  wrist,  she  d idrJt 
care  to  face  the  ordeal  of  a  W/.  i  ,„anger  alone  she 
suggested  that  I  should  attend  her  at  dinner.     Not 

equ^ar^'^"*'  "''"'''  ''"'  "^°'  '^''  °"^^'°"  ""'^''^  ''n 
For  an  instant  I  was  doubtful,  for  her  sake ;  but  to 
mTd  ^  U  1"°"^^'  °^  '""P-P^^ty  into  her  sweS 
m.nd  would  have  been  coarse.  Besides,  the  reques 
from  mistress  to  man  was  equivalent  to  a  roya 
command  I  hope,  however,  that  had  there  Zn 
any  fear  of  unfortunate  consequences  to  her.  I  should 
have  been  strong  enough  to  resist  temptation. 

I  told  her  that,  if  she  thought  it  best  to  condescend 
LdVZ^TT^?-J  "'°"'''  ^  ^'S^^y  honoured. 
Wack     W.1  '  '!f''  "'"^  ""'  ^  ^^^^"t  ^"'-t  of 

M^^Vp  J  !"  ^T^'^-  '  '"'="'  '«  fi"d  »  doctor  for 
M.SS  Randolph,  and  to  see  about  a  carriage  to  go 

ha  -o  '''^''"'  '°  '""^  ^'"^^^  °'  Le  Beaussft! 
It  al.o  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  nice  to  have 
a  few  flowers  with  which  to  deck  the  table  for  t^e 

an  closed,  and  at  one  not  far  from  the  hotel  I  selected 
some  exqu,s,te  La  France  roses  and  a  dozen  sprays 
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of  forced  white  lilac,  which  I  had  once  heard  Miss 
Randolph    say  was  among    her   favourite    flowers. 
When  I  came  to  pay  the  bill,  however-three  francs 
a  spray  for  the  lilac,  and  a  franc  for  each  of  the 
twelve  roses- there  v/ere  only  a  few  coppers  in  my 
pocket.     I  remembered  then  that  I  had  spent  my 
last  franc  in  Marseilles,  without  attaching  any  nr.^ 
portance  to  the  matter,  as  I'd  wired  for  remittances  to 
arrive  at  Cannes,  and  my  "screw"  due  to-night  would 
see  me  through  till  then.     Now  the  situation  was 
a  bit  awkward.     I  wanted  to  take  the  flowers  with 
me  and  give  them  to  the  head  waiter  to  place  on 
the  table  where  Miss  Randolph  and  I  would  dme 
I  could  not  have  them  sent  over  and  ask  the  hotel 
people  to  settle,  because  then  they  would  appear  on 
her  bill  to-morrow    morning,  as   now  she  would 
certainly  not  pay  my  wages  this  evening.     I  couldn't 
bear  to  give  up  the  bouquet ;  besides,  I  would  need 
more  ready  money  to-night.    I  hai'  visions  of  order- 
ing first-rate  wine,  and  letting  the  Goddess  suppose  it 
was  vit,  compris  with  the  table  d'hdte  dinner.    I  there- 
fore confessed  my  pennilessness  to  the  shopman,  and 
asked  if  I  should  be  likely  to  find  a  mont  dt  pteU 
still  open.     He  replied  that  the  pawnshops  did  their 
busiest  trade  in  the  evening  about  this  time,  told  me 
where  I  could  find  the  best,  and  agreed  to  keep  the 
flowers  until  my  return. 

The  one  thing  01  value  I  had  with  me  was  my 
monogrammed  gold  repeater,  which  my  father  gave 
me  when  I  went  up  to  Oxford,  and  I  didnt  much 
like  parting  with  it,  especially  as  I  can't  get  tt  again 
to-morrow,  but  will  have  to  send  baA:k  the  ticket 
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for  it  from  Cannes,  when  I'm  in  funds.     However 
I  had  no  choice,  so  I  put  my  poor  turnip  up  the 
sfX)ut,  and  got  a  tenner  for  it.    With  this  in  French 
money  I  retraced  my  steps  to  the  florist's,  and  bore 
w    !J!^  /"-agrant   spoils   in    triumph    to   the   hotel, 
i-iardly  had  I  given  the  flowers  to  the  head  waiter 
ordered  an  extra  dish  or  two  on  the  ;«/»«  and  a 
bottle  of  Mumm  to  be  iced,  when  a  pencilled  note 
from   Miss  Randolph  was  handed  to  me.     It  con- 
tamed  a  wire  from  Aunt  Mary,  saying  that  she  and 
Jimmy  would  not  leave  their  present  quarters   on 
account  of  the   storm.     I   sent  word  to  have  the 
carriage   stopped,    and   luckily   for   the  driver  the 
message  was  just  in  time.    Then  it  struck  me  that 
in  the  circumstances  I  had  better  put  up  at  another 
hotel  for  the  night.     I  made  all  arrangements,  had 
my  bag  taken  over  to  a  little  commercial  sort  of 
house  near  by,  and  left  myself  just  twenty  minutes 
to  bathe  and  change.    Gladstone  could  do  it  in  five 
I  ve  been  told.    But  it  was  all  I  could  manage  in 
fifteen,  for  I  had  decided  to  do  myself  well,  not 
to  shame  my  dinner-companion. 

Thanks  to  my  little  trick  of  going  to  a  different 
hotel  from  the  party  when  we  are  stopping  anywhere 
longer  than  one  night,  I  can  always  indulge  in 
civilised  garb  of  an  evening;  therefore  in  the  dressing- 
case,  which  is  my  little  all  on  the  car,  I  carry  some- 
thing decent.  Our  mutual  tailor,  Montie,  is  not  to 
be  despised;  and  when  I'd  got  into  my  pumps 
and  all  my  things,  I  don't  think  there  was  much 
amiss. 

I  arrived  at  our  rendezvous— the  hall  of  the  hotel 
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—just  one  minute  before  the  appointed  time;  and 
five  minutes  later  I  saw  Her  coming  downstairs. 

I  have  sometimes  caught  a  glimpse  of  her  in  the 
evenings,  dressed  for  dinner  at  good  hotels,  and  her 
frocks  are  like  herself,  always  the  most  perfect.  To- 
night  she  had  no  luggage  except  a  bag  I  had  carried, 
nevertheless  she  had  somehow  achieved  a  costume  in 
which  she  was  a  vision.  Perhaps  if  I  were  a  woman 
I  should  have  seen  that  she  had  on  her  day-skirt, 
with  an  evening  bodice,  but  being  merely  a  man  over 
his  ears  in  love,  I  can  only  tell  you  that  the  effect 
was  dazzling.  In  admiration  of  her  I  forgot  my 
own  transformation  until  I  saw  her  pretty  eyebrows 
go  up  with  surprise. 

I  felt  my  heart  thump  behind  ray  rather  jolly 
white  waistcoat  On  the  second  step  from  the 
bottom  she  stopped  and  exclaimed,  "  Why,  Brown, 

how  nice  you   look!      You're  exactly   like  a " 

There  she  stopped,  getting  deliciously  pink,  as  if  she'd 
been  a  naughty  child  pinched  by  a  "grown-up"  in 
the  midst  of  a  malapropos  remark.  I  could  fill  up 
the  blank  for  myself,  and  was  highly  complimented 
by  her  opinion  that  I  was  "  exactly  like  a  gentleman." 
I  explained  that  the  clothes  were  Mr.  Winston's,  and 
had  been  donned  with  a  highly  laudable  motive.  It 
was  evident  that  she  approved  both  cause  and  effect ; 
and  we  went  in  to  dinn     together. 

I  can't  describe  to  you,  my  boy,  the  pure  delight 
of  that  moment ;  the  pride  I  felt  in  her  beauty,  the 
new  and  intoxicating  sense  of  possession  born  of  the 
tiU-i-Ute.  But  if  you  could  have  seen  the  lovely 
shadow  her  eyelashes  made  on  her  cheeks  as  she  sat 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR   239 

there  opposite  to  me  at  our  daintily  appointed  little 
table,  you  might  partly  understand. 

Fortunately  there  was  a  small  bunch  of  flowers  on 
each  table,  so  that  ours  was  not  conspicuous,  save  in 
superiority.  She  admired  it,  took  out  a  spray  of 
hlac  and  tucked  it  into  the  neck  of  her  dress,  the 
stem  lying  close  against  her  white  satin  skin.  Then, 
as  she  ate  the  hors  d'ceuvres,  she  sat  silent  and 
apparently  thoughtful.  It  was  not  until  we  had 
b«^un  with  the  soup  that  she  spoke  again. 

"  I  do  hope  you  won't  think  me  rude  or  inquisitive, 
Brown,"  was  her  curiosity-provoking  preface.  "I 
don't  mean  to  be  either.  But.  you  know,  you 
mterest  me  a  good  deal.  In  America  we  haven't 
precisely  a  middle  class.  It's  all  top  and  bottom 
with  us,  just  like  a  tart  with  the  inside  forgotten. 
There,  r.ic  wouldn't— wouldn't  be  apt  to  meet  any- 
one  quite  like  you.  I— oh,  I  don't  know  how  to  put 
It  I'm  afraid  I  began  to  say  something  that  I  can't 
finish.  But— let  me  see,  what  shall  I  say?  Isn't  it 
a  pity  that  with  your  intelligence  and— and  manners, 
and  all  you've  learned,  you  can't  get  a  position 
which  would— would  give  you— er— better  oppor- 
tunities?"  ^^ 

At  the  moment  I  thought  that  no  position  could 
give  me  a  better  opportunity  than  I  had ;  in  fact, 
as  I  began  to  tell  you  in  the  first  few  lines  of  this' 
letter,  I  was  inclined  to  believe  it  sent  by  Providence 
as  an  unexpected  way  out  of  my  difficulties.  Here 
we  were  together  in  no  danger  of  being  disturbed 
by  outsiders  (one  doesn't  count  a  waiter) ;  here  was 
slie  in  a  benignant  moud,  inteiested  in  me,  and  in- 
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clined  to  kindness.  In  another  second  I  would  have 
blurted  out  the  whole  truth,  when  a  voice  seemed  to 
say  inside  of  me,  "No.  she  is  alone  in  this  hotel 
to-night  with  you.  She  is.  in  a  way.  at  your  mercy 
You  will  be  doing  an  unchivalrous  thing  if.  when  she 
is  practically  deserted  by  her  people  and  thrown 
upon  your  protection,  you  proclaim  yourself  .  lover 
in  place  of  a  servant."  That  voice  was  right  Even 
you  can't  say  it  wasn't 

I  swallowed  my  confession  with  a  spoonful  of  soup, 
and  nearly  choked  over  the  combination. 

"The  fact  is."  I  said  desperately  yet  cautiously, 
"since  you  are  t<.  .d  enough  to  take  an  interest,  that 
I_er— am  not  exactly  what  I  seem  to-day.  My 
parents  w:-  gentlefolk,  in  a  humble  way."  (I  didn't 
go  beyocs  the  truth  there,  did  I  ?  And  as  for  the 
"humble  way."  why,  everything  goes  by  comparison, 
from  a  king  down  to  a  mere  viscount.)  "  They  gave 
in=  an  education"  (they  did.  bless  themi). J'but  owing 
t<,__er— strong  pressure  of  circumstances  "  (the  effect 
of  Her  beauty,  seen  in  a  Paris  garage)  "  I  decided  to 
make  use  of  my  mechanical  knowledge  in  the  way 
I  am  doing  at  present." 

"I  suppose."  commented  my  Goddess,  with  the 
sweetest  sympathy,  "that  you  had  lost  your  money." 
"  Well."  I  said,  thinking  of  my  late  penniless  con- 
dition and  my  watch  at  the  pawnshop,  "  I  have  a 
great  deal  less  money  now  than  I  was  brought  up  to 
expect" 

"  That  is  very  sad,"  she  sighed. 
"  And  yet."  I  remarked,  "  it  has  its  compentatioM. 
I  Gonsidar  my  place  with  you  a  v«y  good  oat." 
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"  It  can't  be  better  than  many  others  you  have 
had,"  said  she. 

"  In  some  ways  it  is  much  the  best  I  have  ever 
enjoyed,"  I  responded. 

"At  all  events,  it  isn't  half  as  pond  as  you  deserve," 
the  Angel  cried  warmly.  "  I  should  like  to  see  you 
in  one  far  more  desirable." 

"Thank  you,"  said  I  meekly.  "So  should  I,  of 
course,  though  I  should  wish  it  still  to  be  in  your 
service." 

"  If  that  could  be,"  she  murmured,  with  a  slight 
blush  and  a  flattering  air  of  regret.  "  I  don't  quite 
see  how  it  could.  But  if  you  wouldn't  mind  going 
to  America,  perhaps  my  father  might  help  you  to 
something  really  worth  while." 

"  Nothing  could  be  better  for  me  than  to  have  his 
help  in  obtaining  what  I  want,"  said  I  boldly,  know- 
ing she  wouldn't  suspect  the  double  meaning.  "  You 
are  very  good.     I  can't  thank  you  enough  " 

"Wait  till  I  have  done  something  to  be  thanked 
for,"  said  she.  "  I  will  write  to  my  father.  But 
even  if  anything  comes  of  it,  it  can't  be  for  some 
time.  Meanwhile,  I  suppose  you  will  be  taking 
Mr.  Winston's  car  back  to  England,  when  we  part 
at  Cannes  ?  " 

"Part  at  Cannes!"  The  words  were  a  knell. 
"  You  aren't  thinking,  then,  of  going  further  for  a 
trip  into  Italy?"  I  ventured. 

"  No,  I  haven't  thought  of  it,"  she  said. 

"It  does  seem  a  pity,  with  Italy  next  door,  so  to 
speak,"  said  I.    "  Unless,  of  course,  you're  tired  of 
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motoring,  and  would  like  to  settle  down  and  have 
some  gaiety." 

"  Im  not  tired  of  motoring,"  she  exclaimed,  "  and 
I'm  not  pining  for  gaiety.  I  think  this  .sort  of  free, 
open-air  life,  with  big  horizons  round  one,  spoils  one 
for  dancing  and  dressing  and  flir  —  and  all  that. 
I  should  love  just  to  have  a  glimpse  of  the  Riviera, 
and  then  go  on.  But  I  hadn't  thought  of  it,  and 
I'm  not  sure  if  it  could  be  managed.  I'd  have  to 
reflect  upon  the  idea  a  little,  and  cable  my  father 
to  see  if  he  were  willing.  Not  that  there'd  be  much 
trouble  about  that.  He  trusts  me,  and  almost  always 
lets  me  do  what  I  like.  But  supposing— j"st  sttpposing 
I  changed  my  plans— would  Mr.  Winston  be  willing 
to  let  me  keep  his  car  longer  ?  " 

"  As  much  longer  as  you  choose,"  saiJ  I  eagerly. 
"He  doesn't  want  it  in  England  till  ntxt  summer. 
I'm  certain  of  that" 

"  Well,  then,  I  must  think  it  over,"  she  answered. 
"Oh,  it  would  be  glorious!  Yet— I  don't  know. 
Anyway,  "<e  must  take  Lady  Brighthelmston,  Mr. 
Winston's  mother,  a  drive  on  her  son's  car  when  w« 
get  to  Cannes.    She  is  staying  there." 

"Oh,  is  she?"  I  said  aloud.  Afid  inwardly  1 
prayed  that  I  might  see  the  lady  in  question  ifc 
private  before  that  invitation  was  given.  But  perhapj 
she  will  have  flitted.     I  wonder  ? 

Well,  I  have  given  you  the  principal  points  of  our 
conversation,  enough  to  show  you  why  I  am  happy 
to-night.  But  if  you  could  have  seen  me  cutc'ng  up 
the  Goddess's  filet  mignonl  I  could  hav*  iU'jd  tears 
of  joy  oa  it 
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Now  I  must  be  off  to  my  own  hotel,  and  to-morrow 
I  shall  be  up  with  the  dawn  in  search  of  a  mechanic 
and  new  parts  for  the  car. 
Good-bye,  old  man.    Wish  me  luck. 
Yours  evfif, 

Jack  Winstom. 
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HonL  Anor,  Bokoighbra, 

Decemter  »y 

Meny  Giristmas,  my  dear  Santa  Klaus,  merry 
Christmas!  This  morning  I  sent  you  a  long  cable, 
expressing  my  sentiments.  It  does  seem  strange  to 
think  that  by  this  time  you  have  it  A  thousand 
thousand  thanks  for  your  letter  and  the  enclosure  at 
Cannes.    You  are  the  dearest  Dad  I 

Our  first  Christmas  apart  I  and  may  it  be  the  last 
Christmas  isn't  Christmas  without  you  and  a  stocking 
to  hang  up,  and  I'm  awfully  homesick.  Still,  if  one 
can't  be  spirited  away  home  on  a  magic  carpet,  this 
is  the  sweetest  place  to  spend  Christmas  in  you  can 
imagine. 

Speaking  of  magic  carpets  recalls  the  Arabian 
Nights,  and  gives  me  a  simile.  For  a  whole  week 
I've  been  realising  what  Aladdin  must  have  felt  when 
the  Genie  took  him  into  the  wonderful  Cave  of 
Jewels.  Oh,  the  Riviera  I  But  you  know  it,  dear. 
You  spent  your  honeymoon  with  the  beautiful  little 
mother  whom  I  never  knew  in  the  Riviera  and  in 
Italy.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  want  to  see  Italy — 
why  I  sent  that  question  to  you  by  cable  the  other 
day.  Your  one  journey  abroad,  dear,  dear  old  Dad  I 
I  can  guess  now  why  you  have  never  b«ea  keen  to 
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come  again,  though  you  have  always  pretended  you 
preferred  Wall  Street  to  all  Europe.  Now  I  am 
seeing  these  fairylike  places  I  know  how  you  have 
wished  to  keep  the  memory  unspoiled;  for  they 
would  never,  never  be  the  same  if  you  saw  them  for 
the  second  time,  even  with  me,  though  you  do  love 
me  dearly,  don't  you?  It's  yfrj/  times  that  are  so 
thrilling ;  and  I'm  having  my  first  times  now,  though 
they're  different  from  yours.  I  don't  suppose  I  shall 
ever  have  such  a  love  in  my  life  as  you  had,  or  if 
I  do,  it  will  be  sad  and  broken.  Either  the  man  I 
could  care  for  would  be  divided  from  me  by  an 
impassable  barrier,  or  something  else  horrid  will 
happen.  I  feel  that.  I  shall  never  write  like  this 
again,  but  I  can't  help  it  to-night  There  I  I  won't 
go  on  about  your  past  and  my  future  any  more;  but 
just  about  the  "  winged  present"  And,  oh,  its  wings 
are  of  rainbows ! 

Elderly  people  I've  talked  to  at  hotels  during  the 
last  few  days  tell  me  the  "  Riviera  is  being  ruined." 
You  would  say  so  too  perhaps;  but  it  seems  heaven 
to  me,  from  Hyhres  to  Bordighera— as  far  as  we've 
gone.  Just  here  I  must  stop  and  thank  you  for 
your  answer  to  my  cable  and  saying  "  Italy  by  all 
means."  If  it  hadn't  been  for  that,  we  shouldn't  be 
here. 

I  thought  that  we  couldn't  see  anything  more 
beautiful  than  on  the  other  side  of  Marseilles;  but 
the  Riviera  is  a  thing  apart.  I'm  gratefully  glad  to 
have  come  into  such  an  enchanted  land  of  sunshine 
and  Bowers  on  an  automobile  instead  of  a  stulfy 
train.    There's  nothing  in  the  world  to  equal  tnvtl. 
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ling  on  a  motor-car.  You  can  go  fast  or  slow ;  you 
can  stop  where  you  like  and  as  long  as  you  like; 
with  a  little  luggage  on  your  car  you're  as  inde- 
pendent as  a  bird  ;  and  like  a  bird  you  float  through 
the  open  air,  with  no  thought  for  time-tables.  When 
will  the  poet  come  who  will  sing  the  song  of  the 
motor-car?  Maeterlinck  has  sung  it  in  prose,  but 
the  song  was  too  short 

Of  course,  after  that  horrid  affair  the  other  side 
of  Toulon  I  couldn't  let  Jimmy  drive  any  mors.  He 
realised  that  I  distrusted  him  and  rather  sulkily 
resigned  the  wheel,  blaming  the  car  for  the  accident 
and  declaring  that  it  could  .lOt  have  happened  to  his 
Panhard,  which,  of  course,  is  silly.  So  Brown  took 
the  helm  again,  and  Jimmy  sat  in  the  tonneau  with 
Aunt  Mary,  where  they  whispered  and  chuckled  a 
good  deal  together,  appearing  to  have  a  real  live 
mystery  up  their  sleeves,  which  I  suppose  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  promised  surprise  at  Cannes. 

It  was  quite  late  in  the  day  before  the  steering- 
gear  was  mended  and  we  could  take  the  road  again, 
and  then  we  all  thought  it  a  pity  to  run  through  the 
dark  to  Cannes,  so  we  decided  to  stay  a  second  night 
in  Toulon,  at  the  same  hotel  where  I  had  dinner  with 
Brown ;  he,  poor  fellow,  being  this  time  banished  to 
some  invisible  lower  region,  or  another  hotel,  for 
Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy  would  have  had  fits  if  I  had 
proposed  that  1  .  should  make  a  fourth  at  our  table. 
I  thought  the  people  of  the  hotel  and  the  head 
waiter  looked  curiously  at  me;  for  one  night  they 
saw  me  dine  with  a  gentleman  who  the  next  night 
drives  to  the  door  as  my  chauffeur  (I  assure  you. 
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Dad,  it's  no  stretch  of  language  to  speak  of  Brown 
as  a  "gentleman,"  and  you  really  must  get  him  a 
gentleman's  berth,  even  if  it's  way.off  in  Klondyke). 
Early  next  morning  we  started  for  what  proved 
to  be  the  most  beautiful  drive  we  have  yet  had,  as 
warm  as  summer,  and  sparkling  with  sunshine.  We 
bowled  along  at  a  gentle  pace  through  a  fairyland 
of  flowers  and  rivers,  with  billowy  blue  mountains 
rising  into  the  sky,  and  showing  here  and  there  a 
distant  ethereal  peak  of  snow.  Very  soon  we  passed 
through  Hyires,  which  Brown  called  the  gate  of  the 
Riviera,  and  I  should  have  liked  to  turn  aside  for 
a  peep  at  Costebelle,  which  Brown  thinks  one  of  the 
loveliest  places  of  all.  But  Aunt  Mary  and  Jimmy 
both  opposed  me,  saying  that  we  ought  to  get  on 
as  soon  as  possible  to  Cannes— "to  Cannes"  was 
their  constant  cry. 

Beyond  Hyferes  the  road  became  more  and  more 
superb.  We  were  travelling  now  along  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Moors,  gliding  through  groves  of  oak 
and  woods  of  shimmering  grey-green  olives,  with 
glimpses  of  the  glittering  sea  on  our  right  hand. 
Presently  the  way  dipped  to  the  verge  of  the  sea 
as  far  as  Fr^jus,  from  which  place  it  rose  again  to 
wind  up  and  up  into  the  heart  of  the  Esterels. 
Though  we  mounted  many  hundreds  of  feet,  the 
road  was  so  well  engineered  that  gradients  were  not 
very  trying.  Our  agreeable  Napier,  at  any  rate, 
made  nothing  of  them,  but  simply  flew  up  at  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  an  hour.  And  the  descent  on  the 
other  side!  My  heart  comes  into  my  mouth  when 
I  think  of  it.     "  It's  quite  safe,"  said  Brown ;  but  it 
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looked  the  most  breakneck  thing  in  the  world,  and 
my  very  toes  seemed  to  curl  up,  not  with  fear,  but 
with  a  kind  of  awful  joy.  I  think  when  a  bird  takes 
its  great  swoops  through  the  air  it  must  feel  like 
we  felt  that  day.  The  car  bounded  down  the  long 
lengths  of  looped  road,  slowed  up  a  little  at  the 
turns  (where  we  all  had  to  throw  our  bodies  side- 
ways, like  sailors  hanging  over  the  gunwale  of  a 
racing  yacht),  bounded  forward  again  so  that  the 
wind  rushed  by  our  ears  like  a  hurricane,  slowed  up 
once  more,  and  so  by  a  series  of  these  magnificent 
bird-like  swoops  reached  the  level  ground.  It  was 
a  fine  piece  of  driving  on  Brown's  part,  needing 
nerve,  judgment,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
capabilities  of  his  car.  I  had  scarcely  recovered  from 
the  tingling  joy  of  this  wild  mountain  descent  when 
we  were  in   Cannes,  driving  up  an  avenue  to  our 

hotel  .     ,  .^, 

It  was  a  charming  house,  and  I  fell  m  love  with 
Cannes  at  first  sight;  but  would  you  believe  it? 
Jimmy's  wonderful  surprise  never  came  off  at  all  !— 
and  he  wouldn't  even  tell  me  what  it  was.  Aunt 
Mary  wanted  to;  but  he  got  quite  red,  and  said, 
"No,  Miss  Kedison,  it  may  make  me  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  if  you  say  anything— at  present.  The 
whole  position  is  changed."     I  think  mysteries  are 

s'Wy-  ...  V   » 

By  the  way,  you  remember  my  telling  you  about 
the  nice  Lady  Brighthelmston  I  met  in  Paris,  on  her 
way  to  the  Riviera— the  mother  of  the  Honourable 
John  who  owns  our  Napier?  She  was  going  to  stay 
at  this  very  hotel,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  rather 
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nice  to  see  her  again.  I  meant  to  ask,  when  we 
arrived  at  the  hotel,  if  she  were  there;  but  to  my 
surprise  Aunt  Mary  remembered  to  do  it  before  I 
did,  and  she  and  Jimmy  both  seemed  eager  to  find 
out.  We  had  hardly  got  into  the  big,  beautiful  hall, 
when  they  began  to  ply  the  manager  with  questions, 
and  Jimmy  looked  quite  crestfallen  when  he  was 
told  that  she  had  just  gone  on  to  Rome.  He  is 
rather  fond  of  what  he  calls  "swells,"  but  I  hadn't 
fancied  from  what  he  said  before  that  he  knew  Lady 
Brighthelmston  very  well,  or  cared  particularly  about 
meeting  her. 

"Most  annoying!"  he  exclaimed  crossly,  glaring 
at  the  manager  as  if  it  were  his  fault  "And  has 
the  Honourable  John  Winston,  her  son,  been  here 
also?" 

"  No,"  said  the  manager.  "  Lady  Brighthelmston 
was  with  friends,  an  old  gentleman  and  his  daughter. 
But  I  understood  that  her  ladyship's  son  was  ex- 
pected, and  that  she  was  disappointed  he  did  not 
arrive  before  she  and  her  party  went  away.  Lady 
Brighthelmston  left  a  letter  for  Mr.  Winston,"  and 
he  pointed  to  a  letter  in  the  rack  close  by  the  office 
addressed  in  a  large  handwriting  to  the  Honourable 
John  Winston. 

I  was  quite  frightened  when  I  heard  that  the 
owner  of  my  car  was  expected  to  arrive  in  Cannes, 
for  Brown  was  so  certain  that  he  was  in  England ; 
yet  here  he  might  walk  in  at  any  moment  to  say 
that  he'd  changed  his  mind  and  wanted  back  his 
Napier.  Just  as  I  was  thinking  of  going  on  to  Italy 
in  it,  tool     Why,  the  very  thought  that  maybe  I 
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should  have  to  lose  the  car  made  me  long  to  keep 
it  all  the  more. 

I   was    gazing    reproachfully  at    the    letter    and 
wondering    if    we  hadn't   better  hurry  away  from 
Cannes  before  the   H.  J.  turned   up,  when    I   saw 
Aunt   Mary  lay  her  hand  on   Jimmy's  arm   in   a 
warning   kind  of   way,  as  if  she   wanted   to  keep 
him  from  saying  something  he  had  begun  to  say. 
At  that  moment   I   found  that  Brown  was  at  my 
elbow,  though  whether    Aunt    Mary's   warning   to 
Jimmy  had  anything  to  do  with  him  or  not  1  don't 
know.     I  don't  see  why  it  should,  but  she  did  look 
rather  funny.    Brown  had  come  in  to  bring  me  my 
dear  little  gold-netted  purse  with  my  monogram  in 
rubies  and  diamonds  that  you  gave  me  just  before 
I  started.     I'd  dropped  it  off  my  lap  when   I  got 
out  of  the  car,  so  you  see  I'm  as  bad  about  that 
as  ever.     I  thanked  Brown,  and  then  drawing  him 
aside  a  little,  I    told  him  about  Mr.  Winston  and 
what  I  was  afraid  of.     He  was  as  sure  as  ever  that 
his  old    master  wouldn't    turn    up  to   spoil    sport, 
though  I  pointed  out  the  letter;   and  its  a  funny 
thing  that  the  Hon.  J.'s  ex-ckaufeur  should  be  kept 
more  in   touch  with  his  movements  than  his  own 
mother.     However,  that's  not  my  business. 

That  afternoon  Aunt  Mary,  Jimmy,  and  I  had  a 
lovely  walk  in  Cannes  by  the  sea.  We  had  tea  at 
a  fascinating  confectioner's  called  Rumpelmayer, 
and  a  long  time  after-vards  dined  at  a  perfect  dream 
of  a  little  restaurant  built  out  into  the  sea— the 
Restaurant  de  la  Reserve,  something  like  the  one  in 
Marseilles.    I  wonder  if  they  were  here  in  your  day, 
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Dad  ?  There  are  pens  in  the  water  built  up  with 
walls,  and  lobsters  and  other  creatures  are  swimming 
unsuspectingly  about  in  them.  You  select  your  own 
fish,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  poor  thing,  so  happy  a 
little  while  ago,  is  on  the  table  exquisitely  cooked 
with  its  own  appropriate  sauce.  It  seems  sad.  Still, 
one  does  give  them  honourable  burial,  and  they 
couldn't  expect  to  live  for  ever.  1  let  Jimmy  choose 
mme,  though,  and  while  he  and  Aunt  Mary  discussed 
the  langouste  I  leaned  on  the  railing  looking  out  over 
the  bay.  You  will  remember  that  scene  — all  the 
twinkling  lights  of  the  town,  and  the  tumbled  mass 
of  the  Esterel  mountains,  sombre  and  strange,  across 
the  sea. 

At  dinner  I  began  to  hint  to  Aunt  Mary  about 
going  on  to  Italy,  but  1  was  rather  sorry  I'd  said 
anything,  for  Jimmy  caught  me  up  like  a  flash,  and 
exclaimed  that  if  we  did  make  up  our  minds  to  such 
a  trip,  he  would  like  to  keep  us  company  on  his 
Panhard,  which  he  should  no  doubt  find  waiting  for 
him  at   Nice.     Aunt   Mary  asked    if  we  should  be 
likely  to  meet  Lord  Lane,  as  she  had  heard  Jimmy 
talk  so  often  of  his   friend   Montie   that  she  quite 
longed  to  know  him.     She  loves  a  lord,  poor  Aunt 
Mary,  and  her  face  fell  several  inches  when  Jimmy 
answered  that  Montie  was  a  ^^ry  retiring  chap,  shy 
with  ladies,  and  might  make  a  point  of  keeping  out 
of  the  way.     When  we  got  home  to  the  hotel  I  had 
such  a  start.    The  Honourable  John's  letter  was  gone 
out  of  the  rack.     I  made  sure  that  all  would  now  be 
over  between  the  Napier  and  me.  unless  I  could  get 
SO  far  away  with  it  that  he'd  sooner  hire  another  than 
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follow  up  his;  and  anyway,  if  we  disappeared  he 
wouldn't  know  where  to  find  us.  I  suppose  that  «  as 
very  bad  and  slv  of  me.  wasn't  it?  I  sent  word  to 
Brown  that  we'd  start  at  nine  o'clock  "«' "J");";""; 
and  wasn't  it  a  joke  on  me,  after  we'd  been  on  the 
road  for  a  while  I  told  him  what  had  happened  and 
[t  turned  out  that  A,'d  taken  the  letter  to  re-address 

'%'u:t"h:for;  we  started  Jimmy  said  he'd  had  a  wire 
from  Lord  Lane  that  his  car  was  waitmg  for  h.m  at 
he  garage  m  the  Boulevard  Gambetta  at  Nice,  and 
we  went  there  after  our  splendid  drive  from  Cannes 
Ts  Brown  knew  about  the  place,  and  thought  it  would 
be  convenient  to  leave  our  Napier  there 

We  sent  our  luggage  by  cab  to  our  hotel,  lunched 
at  a  delightful  restaurant,  and  in  the  afternoon  sa  d 
J  mmy  gaily. «  I'll  race  you  to  Monte  and  back  w.th 
mv  Panhard."  I  knew  in  a  minute  what  he  meant, 
but  Aunt  Mary  thought  he  was  talking  about  h.s 
everlasting  Lord  Lane,  and  was  so  d.sappomted  to 
find  it  was  only  Monte  Carlo.  His  Mont.e.  he  ex- 
nUined  was  seedy  and  confined  to  bed  ;  but  he 
Cr'wr  wouldn't  mention  this  before  Brown,  as 
S  Lane  didnt  want  his  friend  J-k  Wmston  to 
hear  that  he  had  come  to  the  Riviera  without  letting 

"' So'' Ter  lunch  we  started  away  from  glittering 
flower^  blue  and  white  and  golden  Nice  by  the  most 
gSs  coast  road  for  Monte  Carlo.  But  you  know 
ftwell,  dear  Dad.  I  suppose  there  can  be  no«i.ng 
IZl  l^autiful  on  earth.  And  Monte  Carlo  .s  beau_ 
Sfui ;  but  somehow  its  beauty  doesn't  seem  real  and 
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\.h(Jesome  and  natural,  docs  it  ?  It's  like  a  magnifi- 
cently handsome  woman  who  is  radiant  at  night,  and 
doesn't  look  suitable  to  morning  light,  because  then 
you  see  that  her  hair  and  eyelashes  are  dyed  and  her 
complexion  cleverly  madr  •,>.  If  Monte  Carlo  could 
be  concentrated  and  condensed  into  the  fori.i  of  .< 
real  woman,  I  think  she  would  be  the  kind  wlio  u-.cs 
lots  of  scent  and  doesn't  often  take  a  bath. 

We  wandeied  about  among  the  shops  and  saw  the 
most  lovely  tl.ings,  but  somehow  I  didn't  "feel  to 
want"  any  of  them,  as  my  nurse  used  to  say.  I 
couldn't  help  ai>5ociating  all  the  smart  hats  and 
dresses  and  jeweU  in  the  windows  with  the  terrible 
hawk  faces  painted  to  look  like  doves,  wliich  kept 
passing  us  in  the  streets  or  the  Casino  gardens, 
instead  of  thinking  whether  the  things  would  be 
pretty  on  me. 

Jimmy  knows  "Moiite"  very  well,  and  was  in- 
clined to  swagger  about  his  knowledge.  There's  one 
thing  which  I  am  compelled  to  admit  that  he  can  do 
— order  a  dinner.  He  took  us  to  a  restaurant,  led 
aside  the  head  waiter,  taUed  with  him  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  announcing  that  dinner  would  be  ready 
when  we  wanted  it,  pioneered  us  across  to  "  the 
rooms."  I'd  seen  so  many  pictures  of  the  Casino 
that  it  didn't  come  upon  me  as  a  surprise.  The  first 
thing  that  struck  me  was  the  overpowering  deadness 
of  the  air,  which  felt  as  if  generations  of  people  had 
breathed  all  the  oxygen  out  of  it,  and  the  ominous, 
muffled  silence,  broken  only  by  the  sharp  chink ! 
chink!  of  the  croupiers'  rakes  as  they  pulled  in 
the  money. 
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Jimmy  insiited  on  staking  a  louis  for  me  and 
another  for  Aunt  Mary,  wlio  was  enraptured  when 
she  won  thirteen  louis.  and  would  have  g've«  "P 
dinner  to  go  on  playing  if  she  hadnt  lost  her 
winnings  and  more  besides. 

When  we  sat  down  at  our  table  in  the  restaurant 
she  was  quite  depressed,  but  everything  was  so 
bright  and  gay  that  she  soon  cheered  up  Our 
toblecloth  was  strewn  all  over  with  roses  and  huge 
blueypurple  violets,  and  the  dinner  was  //«perfeet 
There  was  a  great  coming  and  going  of  overdressed 
women  and  rather  loud  young  men.  which  amused 
me  but  I  think  it  would  soon  pall.  I  cant  imagine 
an;  feeling  of  rest  or  peace  at  Monte  Carlo,  not  even 
in  the  gardens.  To  stop  long  in  the  place  would  be 
like  always  breathing  perfume  or  eating  spice. 

We  had  finished  dinner,  and  Jimmy  was  paying 
the  bill  (I  couldn't  help  seeing  that  it  was  of  enormous 
length),  when  the  scraping  of  chairs  behind  us  adver- 
tisS  that  a  new  party  had  arrived  at  the  table  back 
of  ours.     A  noisy,  loud-talking  party  it  was-all  men. 
by  the  voices,  and  one  of  those  voices  funded  re- 
motely familiar.    The  owner  of  it  seemed  to  be  tell- 
ing  an  amusing  story,  which  had  bee" '"^'iX^he 
entering  the  restaurant  and  taking  seats.       Wei    she 
simply  jumped  at  it  like  a  trout  at  a  mayfly,    the 
mTn  was  sa^ng.  as  I  sat  wondering  where  I  d  heard 
the  voice  before.    "  I  couldn't  help  feeling  a  bit  of  a 
beast  to  impose  on  Yankee  innocence.    But  al  s  fair 
in  love  and  motor-cars.     This  was  die  most  con- 
founded thing  ever  designed;  a  kind  of  ironmongers 
shop  on  wheels.  And  the  girl  was  deuced  pretty 
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The  word  "motor-car"  brought  it  all  back,  and  in 
a  flash  I  crossed  Europe  from  the  restaurant  in  Monte 
Carlo  to  the  village  hotel  at  Cobham.  I  looked  round 
and  mto  the  face  of  Mr.  Cecil-Lanstown. 

Aunt  Mary  looked  too,  for  the  bill  was  paid  and  we 
were  getting  up  to  go.  Our  eyes  m,^t  in  the  midst 
of  his  sentence ;  the  man  half  rosr, :  „t  droppcM  down 
agam  with  a  silly  smile,  and  I  g:u,^  niM  on,-  .„  those 
elaborate  glances  that  begin  -  Ui  a  ,«ri.o:,_s  boots 
and  work  slowly  up  to  the  nLc'.tie.  l,<i  rvs  «c  v  .re 
sweeping  past  Aunt  Mary  said  ii.  a  !ou  J  :  Mik-  lu  ne, 
"  Did  you  ever  set  such  a  creruiirc  ?  And  I  .00k  him* 
for  a  duke."     I  think  he  heard 

In  the  Casino  gardens  we  saw  the  nK,rn  ri  ,e  out  of 
the  sea,  and  never  shall  I  forget  th..-  ;.;!., ry  of  it.     But 
just  the  very  beauty  of  everything  made  me  feel  sad 
So  stupid  of  me.     I  really  don't  think  I  can  be  well 
lately.    I  must  take  a  tonic  or  a  nerve  pill.    We  went 
back  to  Nice  for  the  night,  and  next  morning  we 
drove  to  Mentone,  where   I  decided   that   I  would 
rather  stay  for  a  long  time  than  anywhere  else  on 
the  Riviera.      It   is  just   the  sweetest,  dearest  little 
picture-place,  with  the  natural,  country  peacefulness 
that  others  lack,  and  yet  there<!  all  the  gaiety  and 
life  of  a  town.     We  drove  to  it  along  the  upper  road 
which   is   almost   startlingly   magnificent.      I   asked 
Brown  to  go  slowly,  so  that  we  might  sip  the  scenery 
instead  of  bolting  it.     Though  the  Napier  could  have 
gone  romping  up  the  steep  road  out  of  Nice  to  the 
Observatory,  and  on  to  quaint  La  Turbie,  I  chose  a 
pace  of  six  or  seven  miles  an  hour,  often  stopping  at 
picturesque  comers  to  drink  in  sapphire  draughts  of 
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sea  and  sky.  Coming  this  way  from  Nice  to  M-ntone 
we  skipped  Monte  Carlo  altogether,  only  looking 
down  from  La  Turbie  on  its  roofs,  on  the  glittering 
Casino,  and  the  gloomy,  rock-set  castle  of  Monaco. 

And,  oh,  by  the  way,  Jimmy  wasn't  wit.i  us  on 
that  drive,  nor  has  he  joined  u.''  yet,  though  he 
threatens  to  (if  that  word  isn't  too  ungracious)  a 
little  farther  on  in  Italy.  He  stayed  behind  in  Nice 
to  take  care  of  Lord  Lane.  Aunt  Mary  thinks  that 
shows  such  a  sweet  disposition  ;  but  I'm  not  sure.  1 
believe  that  Montie  is  a  marquis. 

We  stopped  near  M::ntone,  at  Cap  Martin,  which 
of  course  you  don't  know,  as  it's  rather  new.  And  it 
was  lovely  there,  up  high  on  a  hill,  among  sweet- 
smelling  pines.  It  was  pleasant  to  be  alone  with 
Aunt  Mary  again,  and  I  was  nicer  to  her  than  I 
have  been,  I'm  afraid,  since  Pau  and  Jimmy.  I 
should  have  loved  to  stay  a  long  w'.  .  (and  it 
would  be  jolly  to  come  back  for  the  carnival, 
though  I  don't  suppose  we  shall),  but  there  was 
such  a  thrill  in  the  thought  of  Italy  being  rear  that 
I  grew  restless.  Italy !  Italy  I  I  heard  the  name 
ringing  in  my  ears  like  the  "  horns  of  elf-land." 

Now  we  are  in  it— Italy,  I  mean,  not  elf-land, 
though  it  seems  much  the  same  to  unsophisticated 
me  for  mystery  and  colour ;  and  it  is  good  to  have 
warm-hearted  Christmas  for  oar  first  day.  The  one 
jarring  note  in  the  Italian  "entrance  music"  was  at 
the  frontier.  I  think  I  wrote  you  how,  when  we 
landed  at  Dieppe  from  England,  about  a  hundred 
years  ago,  I  had  to  pay  a  deposit  to  the  custom-house 
for  the  right  to  take  my  car  into  France.    That 
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money  I  should  have  got  back  at  Mentone  on  leaving 
the  country  if  the  late-lamented  Dragon  had  still 
been  in  existence,  but  as  it  vanished  in  smoke  and 
flame  the  money  has  vanished  too.  Brown,  however 
(or,  rather,  Brown's  master),  paid  a  similar  deposit  on 
the  Napier,  and  passing  the  French  custom-house 
on  the  outskirts  of  Mentone,  the  Lightning  Conductor 
asked  my  permission  to  stop,  that  he  might  present 
Mr.  Winston's  papers  and  get  the  money  back  to 
send  to  England. 

So  far,  so  good  ;  but  it  was  dusk  when  we  left  the 
Cap  Martin  (as  we'd  spent  the  day  in  exploring 
Mentone),  and  the  custom-house  people  having  de- 
tained  us  some  time,  it  was  dark,  cloudy,  and  windy 
when  we  moved  on  again  towards  Italy.  A  douanier 
mounted  by  Browns  side  (1  was  with  Aunt  Mary 
in  the  tonneau)  to  conduct  us  to  the  last  French  post, 
where  we  dropped  him  ;  and  a  few  yards  farther 
we  were  in  Italy.  Maybe  you  remember  that  the 
frontier  is  marked  by  a  wild  chasm,  cleft  in  the  high 
mountains  which  hurl  themselves  down  to  the  very 
margin  of  the  sea.  Over  the  splendid  chasm  is  the 
Pont  St.  Louis,  and  through  the  very  middle  of  the 
stone  bridge  runs  the  invisible  "  frontier  line." 

I  thought  I  saw  a  sentry-box  on  the  Italian  side, 
but  it  was  too  dark  to  be  sure ;  and  one  has  to  go 
a  good  way  up  the  steep  mountain  road  before  one 
reaches  the  office  of  the  douane.  Here  Hrown  pulled 
up,  as  two  slouching  men  in  bliie-grcy  overcoats, 
with  rifles  slung  over  their  backs,  came  forward  to 
meet  us.  Our  Lightning  Conductor  is  always  very 
courteous  in  dealing  with  foreign  officials.     He  sa/s 
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it  "  smooths  thinffs  " ;  and  now,  seeing  that  the  men 
intended  to  stop  us,  he  politely  expressed  the  wish 
to  go  through,  offering  to  pay  whatever  deposit  was 
demanded.  Though  I  have  only  the  smallest 
smattering  of  Italian,  I  could  understand  pretty 
well  what  followed.  The  men  refused  to  let  us 
proceed.  Brown  argu?d  the  matter ;  he  produced  a 
passport,  which  the  two  men  inspected  by  the 
light  of  a  lantern.  They  appeared  impressed,  but 
still  refused  us  passage,  saying  that  the  office  was 
closed  for  the  night,  that  the  chief  had  gone,  and 
that  there  was  no  one  who  could  make  out 
necessary  papers.  "  But  it  is  monstrous ! "  cried 
Brown.  "Is  this  Italian  hospitality?  Do  you  suggest 
that  the  ladies  should  remain  here  on  the  road  till 
morning?"  The  douaniers  shrug<^ed  their  shoulders. 
"  There  are  plenty  of  good  hotels  in  Mentone,"  said 
one.    "  Go  back  there." 

"No,"  said  Brown,"!  will  not  go  back.  Where 
does  the  chief  of  the  bureau  live?"  The  douaniers 
refused  to  tell.  Clearly  they  did  not  want  a 
"wigging"  for  letting  loose  an  imperious  English- 
man upon  their  chief,  reposing  after  his  dinner.  By 
this  time  an  interested  crowd  of  ten  or  twelve  persons 
had  assembled,  their  shadowy  forms  seeming  to  rise 
out  of  the  ground.  I  heard  a  voice  in  French 
whisper  into  my  ear,  "  I  am  of  France,  and  all  these 
Italians  are  pigs.  The  chef  de  douane  lives  in 
Mortola,  the  first  village  up  the  road  "  ;  and  before 
I  could  look  round  to  thatik  him,  the  friendly 
Frei-.chman  was  swallowed  up  in  darkness.  I  called 
Brown  and  gave  him  tlie  news.     He  asked  if  we 
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minded  being  left  alone  while  he  went  to  fetch  the 
chier  saying  we  should   be  quite  safe  in  charge  of 
the  douamers;  and  on  our  agreeing,  strode  off  up  the 
steep  road,  one  of  the  guards  immediately  paddin- 
silently  after  him.     We  sat  and  waited  perhaps  hall" 
an  hour  on  the  threshold  of  Italy,  our  lamps  casting 
their  rays   into  the   country  we  were   forbidden   to 
enter,  when   I   heard   Brown's  voice  and  the  sound 
of  footsteps.     By  some  persuasion  he  had  induced 
the  ckef  de  douane  to  return  with  him.     The  office 
doors  were   thrcnvn   open,  the  gas  was   lighted    the 
necessary  papers  were  made  OLit,  the  deposit   paid 
and  then,  at  Brown's  invitation,  the  agreeable  ofil  -al 
mounted  into  the  car,  and  we  ran  quickly  up  the  hill 
to  his  house. 

It   was    a    thrilling    drive    from    the   frontier    to 
Bord.-hera.     A  great  wind  coming  salt  off  the  sea 
was  moaning  along  the  face  of  the  mountains,  com- 
pletely drowning  the  comforting  hum  of  our  motor. 
1  he  road  mounted  up  and  up.  terriilc  gusts  striking 
the  car   as  it  came  out  into   exposed  places.     Far 
below  we  heard  the  thunder  of  mighty  waves  dashing 
on  the  rock.     Then  we  began  to  descend  a  steep  and 
twistmg  road  that  led  us  presently  to  low  ground 
not  much  above  the  sea.  where  the  wind   shrieked 
down    the  funnel  of  a   river-bed.      Then    up  a^ain 
along  another  face  of  cliff  under  cyclopean  walls  of 
masonry,  and  down  a  sudden  shoot  between  houses 
into  the  old,  old  town  of  Ventimigiia;  across  a  river 
and   a  plain,  to  be  pulled   up  presently  by  a  very 
dangerous  obstacle-a  huge  beam  of  wood,  unlighted 
and  swung  across  the  road  to  guard  a  level  crossing' 
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Our  great  acetylene  eye,  glaring  ahead,  gave  Brown 
ample  warning,  and  we  slowed  down,  then  stopped, 
while  a  train  thundered  past.  Very  deliberately  a 
signalman  presently  came  to  push  the  barrier  aside, 
and  we  darted  on  through  a  long,  straggling  village, 
turned  away  from  the  sea,  found  a  large  iron  gate  with 
a  lamp  over  it,  standing  hospitably  open,  and  twist- 
ing through  a  fairy-like  garden  studded  with  gigantic 
palms,  drew  up  in  a  flood  of  light  that  poured  from 
the  door  of  a  large  white  hotel.  To  walk  into  the 
big,  bright  hall,  to  hear  pleasant  English  voices,  to 
see  nice  men  and  pretty  girls  dressed  for  dinner  and 
waiting  for  the  stroke  of  the  gong,  was  an  extra- 
ordinary contrast  to  the  roaring  blackness  of  the  night 
outside.  Everyone  turned  to  stare  at  us  as  we  came 
in  masked  and  goggled  like  divers. 

This  morning  I  waked  up  and  looked  out  of  my 
window  a  little  before  seven.  It  was  just  sunrise 
and  the  wind  had  died.  Under  my  eyes  lay  the 
garden,  lovely  as  Eden,  garlands  of  roses  looped 
from  orange  trees  to  palms  ;  banks  of  heliotrope,  and 
sweetness  unutterable.  Then,  a  waving  sea  of  palms, 
with  here  and  there  the  glow  of  a  scarlet  roof,  and 
beyond,  the  sea.  The  rising  sun  shone  on  it  and 
on  the  curved  line  of  coast,  with  Monte  Carlo  and 
Mentone  gleaming  like  pearl.  Floating  up  on  the 
horizon  I  saw  a  shadowy  Mue  shape  of  an  island, 
hovering  like  a  ghost,  and  as  I  looked  it  vanished 
suddenly  as  a  broken  bubble,  leaving  the  sea  blank. 
I  thought  it  must  have  been  a  mirage ;  but  by-aud- 
by  a  soft-speaking,  fawn-eyed  maid  called  ApoUonia 
told  me   it  was   Corsica,  whicli   only  shows   itself 
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T^^Tu  '^^IrV^'  morning  when  the  sun  is  at 
a  certain  height  and  usually  after  a  storm 

hon!!?"^'''"^''^'^  '"  °"''  ^'■"'■"g--o°n,,  with  delicious 
honey  for  our  cnsp  rolls,  and  afterwards,  when  I  wen! 
dow„sta,rs  to  send  your  cable.  I  found  the  hall  1,  ! 
of  Ch  i  r  ^°'^^*/  balsam  firs.  It  was  decorated 
for  Christmas,  and  the  whole  hotel  seemed   full  of 

like  a  jolly,  b.g  country-house  than  a  hotel. 

its  ChnJ™        1  T'^"'  '^''  ^°'^^  '■=  famous  for 
Its  Christmas  celebration.     Everyone  stopping  there 

ful  dinner,  a  regular  feast,  with  dozens  of  courses 

o?t^^^''  !;'•"?  "''^'''-  "'"■^•^  «'=  ^"  P""^d-     Last 
of  all  the  d.nmg-room  was  darkened,  and  a  lone 
pr^ssion  of  waiters  glided  in  bearing  illuminat^ 
ices-green,  crimson,  gold,  and   rose.    We  claoDed 
our  hands  and  laughed,  just  like  children   and'^S 
landlord  had  to  make  a  little  speech.    Altogether 
eveiything  was  so  friendly  and  Chris^masy  thf^the 
most  gloomy  misanthrope  could  not  have  felt  home- 
sick.    1  supposed  when  dinner  was   over  that   the 
special  festivities  were  at  an  end.    But  no.  quite   he 
contra^.    Everyone  trooped  into  a  hug;%icture! 
panelled  recreat.on-room,  which  had  been  the  scene 
of  secret  preparation  all  day,  and  there  was  a  giant 
Christmas-tree,   sparkling   with   pretty   decorations 
and  heavy  with  presents  for  each  person  in  the  hot"  ' 

nu„!L°'  .'';  '''"  '"""°^'^-  W^  ''--  'hem  with 
numbers  and  I  got  a  charming  inlaid  box  with  a 
sfcr..  opening;  Aunt  Mary  had  a  little  silver  vase 
rbere  was   music,  too;   harps   and   violins.     I   was 
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sorry  that  poor  Brown  was  cut  off  from  all  the  fun. 
But  I  did  give  him  a  present.  You  know  he  refuses 
tips,  so  I  couldn't  offer  him  money;  but  the  other 
day  at  Cannes  he  was  looking  rather  worried,  and 
it  turned  out  that  something— I  didn't  understand 
exactly  what,  for  he  was  rather  vague  in  his  answers 
—had  happened  to  his  watch.  I  didn't  say  much 
then,  but  in  Monte  Carlo  I  bought  him  quite  a 
decent  one  for  fifty  dollars  (he  really  does  deserve 
it),  and  gave  it  to  him  this  morning  with  a  "  merry 
Christmas."  You've  no  idea  how  pleased  he  was. 
He  seemed  quite  touched. 

There!  a  bell  somewhere  is  striking  midnight 
Good-bye,  dearest  My  thoughts  have  been  full  of 
ycu  all  day. 

Your 

MOLLT. 
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/IMMY  PAYNE  TO  CHAUNCEY  RANDOIPH 


Grand  Hotel,  Romk,  Deeimber  27. 
Dear  Mr.  Randolph, 

I  find  myself  in  a  difficult  position,  but  I  am 
.•x-.>g  to  take  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  write  to 
you  uf  certain  things  which  seem  to  me  of  import- 
ance.  I  trust  to  your  friendship  and  your  knowledge 
of  my  feehngs  and  desires  towards  Molly  to  excuse 
me  ,f  ^ou  consider  that  I  am  being  officious.  You 
W.1I  understand  when  I  have  explained  that  I  cannot 
hope  to  make  her  see  the  matter  in  its  true  light- 
but  you  as  a  man  and  her  father,  will  do  so.  and  will 
comprehend  that  my  motive  is  for  her  protection. 

have   thanked   you   already  for   answering  my 
letter,  m  which   I    begged   that  you   would  let  me 
know  m  wh.ch  ;«rt  of  Europe  Molly  was  travelling, 
and   she  has   loW   me   that  she  wrote  you   of  our 
meetmg  at  Pau.     I  reached  there  a  couple  of  days 
sooner  than  she  am)  Miss  Kedison  did.     In  fact    I 
saw  their  arrival  in  the  famous  automobile  of  whose 
adventures  you  must  have  heard  much.     The  minii:- 
my  eyes   lighted    upon   the  chauffeur  I   felt  an  in^ 
st".ct.ve   distrust   of  tlv   man,  afd   I   have  leamid 
through  experience  not   to   disregani   the  warnings 
i63 
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of  my  instinct  It  has  served  me  more  than  one 
good  turn  "in  the  street"  when  the  markets  were 
wobbling.  Now  I  have  been  a  good  deal  chafled 
about  a  resemblance  to  Sherlock  Holmes,  the  great 
•  detective  of  fiction,  but  I  acknowledge  a. id  am  proud 
of  that  resemblance.  I  venture  to  think  that  it  is 
not  wholly  confined  to  externals.  A  certain  detective 
instinct  was  born  r^  me.  It  began  to  show  itself 
when  I  was  a  lit^'  boy  at  school,  and  since  then  I 
have  trained  an:i  ;.ultivated  it,  as  a  kind  of  higher 
education  of  the  brain.  In  several  insi^inces  I  have 
been  able  to  expose  frauds,  which,  but  for  the  purely 
impersonal,  scientific  interest  I  took  in  the  affairs, 
might  have  remained  undetected.  In  these  experi- 
ments I  have  made  enemies  of  course;  but  what 
matter? 

The  interest  I  feel  in  the  csue  T  am  about  to  lay 
bare  to  you  is  not,  I  confess,  purely  impersonal. 
But  I  hope  under  the  circumstances  you  will  think 
none  the  less  of  me  for  that. 

My  first  distant  glimpse  of  the  man  Brown  created, 
as  I  have  said,  an  unfavourable  impression  upon  my 
mind.  I  thought  that  he  had  a  swaggering  air  of 
conceit  and  self-importance  extremely  unbecoming 
in  a  man  of  his  class.  He  had  the  air  of  thinking 
himself  equal  to  his  betters,  which  is  a  dangerous 
thing  in  a  person  entrusted  with  the  care  of  ladies. 
My  impression  was  confirmed  by  some  of  the  tales 
which  Molly  told  me  of  her  automobile  experiences, 
not  only  quite  unconscious  that  they  militated  against 
her  chaufftur,  but  apparently  believing  them  to  his 
credit     I  began  to  fear  that  the  fellow  was  one  to 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR   ,65 

picions  went  af   firot  r     ,  '   "ennite  su»- 

there  waT ,  kL  "  det  .•*'"  *'''"  '""'  '"""S" 
mind  that  lrrmr/ht'«.^r  tfl^T '''!?  '"  '">' 
might  have  confin^  m3  to  tt.>  IJ"''  **"*•  ' 
however,  or  a  word  of  TdWce  to  Mo.l  ^'T^'T^^' 
one  stem  warning  to  the  min  h^^  ^  ?  '^'''"P" 
th«  golf  club  at  fa«  onouH  ;tX  thte'To'"''' 
intense   astonishment    I    «w   n     ^  ^o  my 

attempting  to  ^Vr^^Z  f^Z  Z.tv  "^ 
passing  himself  off  as  a  Eentleman      H  "*  ^^ 

clothes,  and  acted  his  oarf  &    i         „  ^^  *°''*  2°°^ 

once.      I  T^'    •    J^T     ^'  °"  '^'^  Promise  to  go  at 
once.      1   mquired,  however    nf   »!,=.     ^         ,  * 

I  had  bound  mvself  to  t  ^"^  ''  "°*  "'''"&•     As 

him.  but  the  Tact  Lt  H  P  T'  '  '^''^  "°'  ''<=*'='/ 
trus  of  tie  man  '^^^y""'^^  ^""firmed  my  di^ 
person.  ^  *  dangerous  and  unscrupulous 

B^^^and^t^i^;::--!^ 
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but  for  several  reasont  not  necetsary  to  trouble 
you  with  it  was  essential  to  proceed  with  extreme 
caution. 

It  was  unbearable  to  me,  knowing  even  the  little 
I  did  know  at  that  time  of  the  man's  character,  to 
allow  Molly  and  Miss  Kedison  to  go  wandering  over 
the  country  alone  with  him.  I  feared  that  he  might 
compromise  them  in  some  way,  or  even  resort  to 
blackmail,  and  with  this  dan(;er  before  my  mind, 
I  offered  to  accompany  the  ladies  on  their  car  to 
the  Riviera.  I  made  the  suggestion  to  Miss  Kedison, 
not  to  Molly,  and  hinted  to  her  something  concern- 
ing my  motives,  cautioning  her  at  the  same  time 
that  silence  was  vitally  important  until  I  could  give 
her  leave  to  speak.  You  may  think  that  I  was 
taking  a  good  deal  on  myself;  but  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  you,  as  well  as  an  unfortunately  deep 
affection  for  Molly,  and  as  1  have  made  many  in- 
timate friends  among  the  highest  in  the  land,  all  over 
the  Continent,  as  in  England,  I  felt  that  my  presence 
in  the  car  might  be  especially  helpful. 

During  the  first  day  or  two  of  our  journey  I  caught 
Brown  in  several  audacious  lies.  He  was  insolent  to 
me,  evidently  afraid  that  I  meant  to  lose  him  his 
berth,  and  inclined  to  be  so  familiar  with  the  ladies, 
Molly  particularly,  that  my  suspicions  of  him  were 
(oused  to  fever  heat.  1  began  to  see  that  his  ambi- 
tions tended  hiyhor  than  I  had  at  first  supposed, 
and — I  hope  you  will  forgive  my  frankness — I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  some  day  before  long  Molly  should 
have  a  startling  awakening. 

I  questioned  her  carefully  as  to  what  Brown  bad 
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"'apSa^ed   that"'  "^"^.--ter•s  „,ovemcnt,    an. 

Jnis  seemed  stranee  to  mi.   =„^   i      ■     ,    '"'"°""«- 
Toulon  that  .  ..ill  more  ,mis,„  ,-j„  „„  ,     ""  " 

z-n- """■■•"  ^"'*-  -=i  -rr 

You  will  very  likely  have  heard  from  Mollv  th,f 
Mt.    K.d„„„  .„d  I  „|.od  „  ■r„„,„„  „„  ^"^ 
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mined,  in  the  interest  of  my  investigations,  to  visit 
the  pawnbroker's,  which  I  did;  and  giving  up  the 
ticket,  said  I  had  called  to  redeem  the  pledge. 
Imagine  my  sensations  when  I  saw  a  magnificent 
gold  repeater,  w:th  the  monogram  "J.  W."  upon  it 
in  small  diamonds.  The  conclusion  was  obvious,  for 
the  watch  was  not  one  which  vould  be  given  by 
a  master  even  to  the  most  valued  servant.  I  paid 
something  like  two  hundred  and  sixty  francs  to 
redeem  the  repeater,  and  justified  such  a  proceeding 
to  myself  by  the  argument  that  the  watch  had 
assuredly  been  stolen,  and  that  my  action  was  the 
most  certain  way  of  preserving  it  for  the  owner  and 
earning  that  owner's  gratitude,  if  he  stiil  existed. 
Those  last  four  words,  which  I  have  underscored, 
will  enlighten  you  as  to  the  doubts  now  materialising 
in  my  mind.  In  fact,  1  believe  this  chauffeur  a  man 
capable  of  anything. 

On  returning  to  the  hotel,  with  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Winston's  watch  in  my  pocket,  I  made  a  few 
inquiries  as  to  Brown's  behaviour  the  night  before  ; 
I  learned  that  he  had  appeared  in  the  salle  d  manger 
for  dinner,  in  an  irreproachable  evening  suit  which 
in  some  way  he  must  have  obtained  from  his  master. 
Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  repeat  what  else  I  learned,  as 
I  do  not  like  to  tell  tales  out  of  school,  but  1  think 
it  is  only  right  you  should  know  that  Molly  allowed 
this  impostor  to  sit  at  the  table  with  her,  as  if  he  had 
been  an  equal  instead  of  a  servant. 

I  positively  dared  not  let  Miss  Kedison  into  the 
secret  of  what  had  happened,  but  I  hinted  to  her 
that  I  had  had  good  reason  to  think  less  well  of 
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Lad,  Bn,hthel..o^n  (p.o^oTncTd  ^B^^ht:;  TTh: 
mother  of  my  friend  the  Honourable  John  Winston 
was  supposed  to  be  staying.  I  wish  d  to  find  o't 
IJorn  her  when  she  had  last  heard  from  her  son  and 
f  she  were  absolutely  assured  of  his  presen  s^fetv 
I  also  intended  to  show  her  the  watch,  and  put  he   fn 

exposure  by  :ity  B^i.htSLru^TubS::::; 

d.sm.ssal   by   Molly   would   be   only  a   iSn^"? 

rack  for  the  Honourable  John  Winston,  by  his 
mother,  was  secretly  taien  cut  by  Bro-^n  And  th^ 
fact  that  Lady  Brighthelmston-^.as  evpectt,  £ 
son  to  jom  her  on  his  automobile  does  not  00k  as7f 

h^a!w^:;^:iSr^-----^^" 
.:^S:hetuS;sj;^r: -- 

u^tc'hT?"^  '*  ''^  "^''^^  °'"^'^  ""-S"    u 
w  II  K    .        ^^"f  """"""y'  ''^  "'addening  to  me  as 

-ainbehindforada;wS"isictSd^,- 
hovNever,  to  unforeseen  events  and  one  or  two  smal 
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accidents,  I  was  delayed,  and  unable  tf  catch  them 
up  as  I  had  intended.  Finally,  as  Brown  was 
probably  hurrying  on  with  the  express  intention 
of  making  it  impossible  for  me  to  overtake  the  party, 
I  determined  to  abandon  my  car  and  proceed  by  rail 
to  Rome,  their  destination.  My  idea  was  to  reach 
that  city  before  they  could  do  so,  and  see  Lady 
Brighthelmston  as  I  had  planned  to  do  at  Cannes, 
so  that  the  police  could  be  ready  if  necessary  to 
arrest  Brown  immediately  on  his  arrival.  I  arrived 
on  the  day  expected  and  called  at  the  hotel 
to  which  Lady  Brighthelmston's  letters  were  to  be 
forwarded  from  Cannes.  But  on  account  of  the 
unusual  cold  and  bad  weather,  she  had  suffered  from 
neuralgia,  and  had  gone  on  with  her  friends,  after 
less  than  a  week's  stay,  to  Naples,  with  the  idea  that 
she  might  visit  Sicily  later. 

Having  gone  so  far,  I  am  not  to  be  turned  back. 
I  love  Molly  far  too  well  to  desert  her,  and  some  day, 
when  she  finds  out  all  I  have  done  for  her  sake, 
perhaps  she  wiU  appreciate  me  better  than  she  has 
up  to  the  present.  I  cannot  tell  her  myself,  but  it 
may  be  that  you  will  think  fit  to  let  her  know.  I 
mean  to  follow  Lady  Brighthelmston  to  Naples, 
or  even  farther  if  it  be  necessary,  for  writing  the 
information  I  have  to  give  might  do  more  harm  than 
good  to  everyone  concerned.  I  must  be  on  the  spot ; 
but  very  unluckily  I  cannot  be  there  for  some  days 
to  come.  The  weather  in  Rome  is  really  awful,  and 
I  have  contracted  something  which  I  am  afraid  is 
influenza.  With  the  best  intentions,  I  cannot  go 
to  the  rescue  until  the  doctor  gives  me  leave.    I  shall 
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probably  still  be  here  when  Molly  arrives.  Mean- 
^.le^y  dear  Mr.  Randolph,  I  have  thought  best  "0 
put  you  on  your  guard. 

Your*  faithfully  and  sincerely, 

J.  Vak  W.  Payne. 
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MOLLY  RANDOLPH  TO  HER  FATHER 
HoTR.'.  DC  Kussia,  Rome, 

Darling  Dad, 

Forgive  me  for  that  inadequate  little  note 
written  yesterday  to  wish  you  a  Happy  New  Year; 
but  short  as  it  was,  there  was  enough  love  in  it  to 
make  the  letter  double  postage.  We  have  been  work- 
ing so  haro  at  pleasure  since  that  I  haven't  had  time 
for  anything  except  the  various  cables  which  from 
day  to  day  I  have  flung  to  you  from  out  '.harlot  of 
fire  as  we  sped  half-way  down  the  long  leg  of  Italy 
— that's  pink  on  my  schoolroom  map  at  home.  Some- 
how, I've  always  thought  of  Italy  as  being  pink,  ever 
since  I  first  hunted  it  out  on  the  map ;  and  it  is  still 
gloriously  couleur  de  rose  to  the  eyes  of  my  body  and 
mind. 

How  splendid  it  is  not  to  be  disappointed  in  some- 
thing that  you've  looked  forward  to  all  your  life,  isn't 
it  ?  But  I  don't  think  I  am  the  kind  of  girl  who  is 
disappointed  in  real  things — nature's  real  things,  I 
mean.  People  have  often  said  to  me,  "  Oh,  you  will 
br  disappointed  in  Europe,  if  you  look  forward  to  it 
so  much."  But  I  believe  such  creatures  have  no 
imagination.   With  imagination  you  have  the  glamour 
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of  the  past  and  all  tlie  u-orulcrful  thin-s  that  h„ 
happened  in  a  place,  as  well  as  t  eZ.;.  b  autvTf 

to  .,  "P^=',  °  ha^e  one's  poor  little  soul  go  bare  and 
o  hve  on  all  the  "cold  pieces"  of  life,  never  to  taste 

-wWrh '°'"'?'''^  ""''^  ""  '  '^^^^  ^«^"  ^"d  am  seeing 
-which  must  excLse  the  harangue.     And   I'm  in 
tox,cated  with  the  joy  of  driving' the  car     LatdJ  l" 
have  been  rivalling  the  Lightning  Conductor,  fortiy 
wnst  .s  quite  well   again.      The   microbe   of  auTo 

thLS'L;j\:^i-Su^t:^t:^- 

Cr;u™°^^-     ^-'^^P^  '■"  ^-.  himtme 

to'i?all'r„r'M'''^""'"' j°^  '  '^^^^  --  known 
£.r  '.P°^^'Wy  can  out  of  noble  Balzac;  to  urtre 

ou  of  ttffl  VK  M  •  '°  ""'"^""^^  ^^^'-'^  in  and 
mustn't  hehT  '"  ""^  ''^'"  ""^  "'=-«•  «"t  you 
r^  mv  elh  .  ."""''^  ''^°"'  ™^-  ^~-"  '^  always 
I  knn  .T.°  ^'"''  '°  '=°'"'""^''  to  command.  ■  aifd 
1  know  that  he  won't  let  me  do  anything  I  ou.  ht!  't 
or  let  any  harm  come  of  it  if  I  did  "        ' 

Th=  worst  of  driving  an  automobile  yourself  when 
you  ve  really  got  that  microbe  in  your  blood  is  .Jlt 
you  don't  see  quite  as  much  of  the  country  Is  vou 
would  otherwise,  and  that  you  hate  to  s7op  eve" 
wh.n  there  are  wonderful  things  to  see.     But  t^en  J 
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used  to  be  almost  the  same  in  both  ways  when  one 
lived,  breathed,  and  moved  for  bicycles.  Do  you 
remember  how  I  would  talk  of  nothing  else,  and 
made  "bike  slang"  answer  for  all  human  nature's 
daily  needs?  You  were  annoyed  one  night  when  I 
took  your  arm  as  we  were  walking  together,  and  told 
you  you  were  "  geared  too  high  for  me." 

If  my  life  depended  now  on  giving  accurate  details 
of  the  country  through  which  we've  been  driving,  I 
should  have  to  resign  myself  to  die.  I  only  know 
that  I've  never  been  so  happy,  or  seen  half  so  much 
that  was  beautiful  and  (as  that  Mrs.  Bennett,  who 
wanted  to  marry  you  so  badly,  was  always  saying) 
"soul-satisfying" 

Well,  we  left  Bordighera  the  day  after  Christmas. 
Brown  called  it  "  Boxing  Day,"  but  1  didn't  under- 
stand what  he  meant  till  he  explained.  We  went 
spinning  along  the  Riviera  di  Ponente,  towards 
Genoa  la  Superba,  where  we  were  to  halt  for  the 
night.  Perhaps — ^just  perhaps — a  true  ci  itic  of  beauty, 
whose  blood  had  cooled  with  much  experience,  would 
say  that  the  Italian  Riviera  road  wasn't  quite  equal 
to  the  French  between  Cannes  nnd  Mentone.  But 
it's  Italy,  Italy  I  And  there's  the  difference  of  charm 
between  the  two  (as  I  said  to  Brown)  that  there  it 
between  a  magnificent  young  French  Duchesse, 
confident  of  her  own  charms,  with  generations  of 
breeding  and  wealth  behind  her,  and  a  lovely,  peach- 
tinted,  simple-hearted  Italian  peasant  girl.  Hov  rich 
the  colour  is  everywhere ! — and  yet  it  never  se  ms  to 
dazzle  the  eye.  I  suppose  it's  the  wonderful  atmo- 
sphere that  harmonises  everything.     And  thtn  tb* 
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lovely,  softening  eflcct  of  the  years  ;  the  moss,  the 
lichen  ;  the  endearing  dilapidation  1  So  many  things 
appeal  to  your  heart  as  you  pass  through  Italy.  Oh 
I  don't  know  how  to  describe  it ;  but  luckily  you've 
been  here,  and  we  generally  feel  things  alike,  you 
and  I;  so  you  11  ^now  what  1  mean.  'oor  little 
pathetic  houses,  painted  red,  blue,  or  yellow !  You 
laugh  at  them,  and  want  to  cry  over  them,  and  love 
them,  too.  And  the  reds,  yellows,  and  blues  are 
hke  no  other  reds,  yellows,  and  blues  in  the  world 
Fancy,  if  we  had  houses  like  that  in  our  new  land  • 
How  frightful  they  would  be!  We  would  want  the 
painters  to  be  put  in  prison  for  their  crime. 

I  can  tell  you  this :  that  first  day  of  ours  was  like 
hurrying  through  a  whole  gallery  of  Turner's  paint- 
ings. I  love  Turner,  and  i  often  wonder  if  my  world 
isn't  as  different  from  many  people's  old  grey  worlds 
as  his  was  1 

_  Another  thing,  we  had  become  phenomenal.  That 
is,  we  were  in  a  motor-car-less  region.  Ours  was  the 
only  car,  whereas  on  the  other  side  of  Mentone  we 
met  a  rival  every  ten  minutes.  I  do  get  cause  and 
effect  so  mixed  up.  Arent  there  many  automobiles 
in  Italy  because  there  are  such  lots  of  places  where 
you  can  t  buy  petrol ,  or  cant  you  buy  petrol  because 
people  won't  go  in  automobiles  ? 

We  went  flashing  along  past  pretty  little  Ospe- 
daletti,  with  its  big  white  casino,  and  into  gay  and 
colourful  San  Remo,  where  we  bought  inferior  petrol 
and  paid  twice  as  much  for  it  as  in  France.  I 
wonder  if  any  sir.all  watering-place  ever  had  as  many 
attractive-looking  hotels  in  it  as  San  Remo?    If  I 
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were  staying  there,  I  should  weer  .  ;ause  I  couldn't 
live  in  them  all  at  once.  But  one  would  be  obliged 
to  have  about  thirty  astral  bodies  to  go  round,  and 
each  one  would  have  to  be  a  well-dressed  astral  body. 
That  would  come  expensive;  or  do  astral  bodies 
exude  frocks,  so  to  speak? 

I  insisted  on  stopping  for  a  few  moments  within 
sight  of  Taggia,  because  a  great  friend  of  mine  lived 
there,  or  rather,  the  author  of  his  being.  His  name 
was  "  Doctor  Antonio,"  and  he  existed  in  the  pages 
of  a  book  written  by  a  famous  Italian,  John  Ruffini. 
Brown  gave  me  the  book  'ir  a  Christmas  present, 
apologising  for  the  liberty ;  but,  you  see,  it  was  ai; 
about  Bordighera,  and  he  thought  1  would  like  to 
have  it.  So  I  did,  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  enchant- 
ing stories  I  have  ever  read,  though  written  in  an 
old-fashioned  style,  and  also  with  a  pretty  little 
heroine  who  was  so  old-fashionedly  meek  I  could 
have  shaken  her.  I  sat  un  nearly  all  night  reading 
the  book,  and  oh,  how  i  cried  I  There  never  was 
such  a  splendid  fellow  in  real  liic  as  Doctor  Antonio, 
except,  of  course,  you.  And,  do  you  know,  if  Brown 
had  been  born  a  gentleman  I  think  he  might  have 
turned  out  something  like  that  I  liked  Taggia  for 
Doctor  Antonio's  sake ;  and  I  admired  Porto  Mau- 
rizio  on  its  haughty  promontory.  It  towers  in  my 
recollection  just  as  the  real  Porte  Maurizio  towers 
above  the  indigo-blue  sea,  out  of  which  it  seems  to 
grow. 

If  it  hadn't  been  for  Brown,  I'm  ashamed  to  say 
1  shouldn't  have  known  much  about  the  Ligurian 
Alijs.    Do  you.  Dad  ?    They're  frightfully  interesting, 
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ahead  of  the  string,  and  leave  the  swiftest  horse  as  if 
he  were  standing  still. 

There  must  be  comparatively  few  automobiles  in 
Genoa,  or  else  ours  beat  the  record  for  beauty ;  for 
people  in  the  long,  straight,  narrow  old  streets  lined 
with  palaces,  or  the  wide,  stately,  newer  streets  of 
splendid  shops  (where  they  showed  everything  on 
earth  except  the  Genoa  velvet  I  had  always  yearned 
to  see  on  its  native  heath)  turned  to  stare  at  us. 
But  oh,  perhaps  it  was  only  because  a  girl  was 
driving!  Anyway,  the  girl  didn't  disgrace  herself. 
You  would  have  been  proud  to  see  her  daringly 
steer  down  an  old  sloping  causeway  into  the  Garden 
of  Eden— I  mean,  the  garden  of  our  hotel.  Anyway, 
the  girl  was  proud  of  herself  when  the  Lightning 
Conductor  said,  "  Bravo  I  No  one  could  have  done 
that  better." 

Brown  was  quite  right  about  coming  on  to  Genoa. 
It  was  a  lovely  hotel,  with  quite  a  tropical  garden 
that  had  a  sort  of  private  Zoo  of  its  own ;  jolly  little 
beasts  and  birds  in  cages,  which  Aunt  Mary  and 
I  fed  next  morning,  when  we'd  had  a  delicious  rest 
after  a  long  day.  After  an  early  breakfast  we  went 
sight-seeing ;  and  isn't  the  Campo  Santo  the  very 
quaintest  thing  you  ever  saw?  I  don't  think  I  could 
have  helped  laughing  at  some  of  the  extraordinary 
marble  ladies  (with  hoop  skirts  and  bustles,  and 
embroidered  granite  ruffles,  and  stone  roses  in  their 
bonnets,  kissing-  the  hands  of  angel  husbands  with 
mutton-chop  whiskers  and  elastic-sided  boots;  or 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  forbidding-looking  tombs, 
with  Death  a*  a  sort  of  unljvericd  footman  saying, 
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"Not  at  home")  if  it  hadnt  been  for  th^  „, 
coming  to  visit  their  dead     Oh  1         .      '"""'"""s 
with  their  sad.  dark  eye,  thef?!"         ^f"'  °^  "^'='"' 
and  the  flowen  thev  w^r'  k         '''''^  ^^•'''''  ''"P"ics. 
ones   that   Ihry  wTre  '  T"^  '°  "^"  ""^■'^  '°^ed 

'aughing.,tLTar'S:!:;°t"Th'    t'""'^^'  °' 
are  often  so  near  togethcT  t^f.'f  ?  "'"  '"°°'''' 

[he  mornmg  was  still  younjr  anc"  ..,r  Zu 
rushed  away  along  the  Riviera  df  lC  t.  T  "" 
Aunt  Mary  was  congratulati,..  hiself '  h ',  "'^  "'"" 
on  an  automobile  and  not  a  ^ain  For  t";  ^"" 
road  ran  side  by  .side  with  th,  -i  ?  "''"''  °' ' 
the   coast   was    at    it!  ™'' '   ^"'^  ^''enev 

jutting  headTand  le/wS   "'^"'m'  T''    -^""^ 
bird,  the  wretched  train  haHt  u      '^  ''"'"  '"*=  » 

the  earth  like  a  ml.       n    ,      ^°  burrowing  through 

out  in  murky  darkness  ""  '^T  ^"'^  ''^^"'^  ^f-"' 
between  GeL^and  Sper"  Wh'""'  '!;'^'"""^'^ 
from  the  suburbs  of  Ge^ra'and^Ihe'lr  t.lT^' 
wh.ch  made  you  afraid  it  might  be  the     d  J  to"  fl^ 

on  curving  bavsof  I  g'eammg  towns  set 

dream.to:Ltm:  ;n   s^Tgotck'LT  ''"^  f -^ 

«ality;    especially   Rapalli.^whth  tv^Te'  ''"f 

beautifu  of  ajj.     jenni/H,  V  u  '"^   """^t 

»ii.    Jennie  Harborough  and  her  mother 
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spent  all  one  winter  there,  I  remember  their  telling 
me,  and  were  sorry  to  go  at  the  end.  They  went 
because  it  was  rather  cheap,  but  stayed  because  it 
was  more  lovely  than  the  expensive  places.  From 
Rapallo,  through  Zoagli  to  Chiavari,  we  were  high 
above  the  sea,  winding  through  ravine  after  ravine, 
but  at  Chiavari  the  best  of  the  coast  was  behind  us ; 
and  at  Sestri,  much  to  our  disgu.st,  we  had  to  turn 
our  backs  on  the  sea.  Still,  it  was  delicious  mount- 
ing up  among  the  foothills  of  the  Apennines  by  the 
Col  di  Baracca,  and  running  down  to  Spezia,  lying  like 
a  pretty,  lazy  woman,  looking  out  upon  the  green 
gulf  named  after  it.  We  had  lunch  in  a  cool,  agree- 
able hotel  to  which  I  felt  grateful  because  of  its  pretty 
name — the  Croce  di  Malta.  I  did  want  to  go  and 
sec  Shelley's  house  at  Lerici,  but — well,  I  saw  its 
photograph  instead ;  for  there  was  our  Napier  "  sleep- 
ing with  one  valve  open,"  luring  us  on,  on  under  the 
shadow  of  the  Apennines.  One  does  feel  a  wretch 
always  "going  on"  instead  of  lingering,  but  that 
microbe  I  told  you  about  gives  one  a  fever.  Think 
of  running  through  Lucca !  But,  if  we  did  what  we 
planned  in  the  day  we  must  sacrifice  something,  so  we 
sacrificed  Lucca  to  Pisa.  The  very  name,  before  our 
arrival,  made  me  a  child  again,  looking  through  the 
big  stereoscope  in  your  study  at  the  Leaning  Tower, 
or  at  the  steel  engraving  in  Finden's  Landscape 
Annual.  But  from  the  moment  I  saw  it,  like  a 
carving  in  ivory,  reclining  gracefully  on  the  bosom 
of  a  golden  cloud,  I  forgot  the  stereoscope  and  the 
Annual.  In  future  I  shall  always  see  it  against  that 
cloud  of  rosy  sunset-gold. 


THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR  281 

Tower  to  me      Mr>,„   i         .j  ,   """'    '"^   Leaning 
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between  the  thumb  and  second  finger,  and  twisting 
the  index  finger  round  the  neck  of  the  bottle  to  pul! 
it  forward.  It  looked  such  a  neat  and  simple  trick 
that  I  thought  I  could  do  likewise ;  but — well,  it  was 
the  reverse  of  neat  when  I  did  it,  and  the  spotless 
tablecloth  was  spotless  no  longer.  Instead  of  glaring 
at  me  for  the  mischief  I  had  done,  the  head  waiter 
was  all  sympathy.     How  nice  and  Italian  of  him  ! 

That  night,  lying  between  sheets  that  smelt  of 
lavender  —  only  better  than  American  or  English 
lavender — I  lived  through  the  day  once  more,  seeing 
ruined  watch-towers  set  on  hills,  old  grey  monasteries 
falling  into  beautiful  decay,  or  apparitions  of  white 
marble  cathedrals.  Then,  over  and  over  again,  that 
wonderful  carved  -  ivory  tower  leaning  against  the 
golden  sky  came  back  to  me — so  c/ean,  so  uninjured 
by  the  reverent  centuries ;  and  the  sound  of  the  angel- 
voiced  echo  in  the  Baptistry,  and  the  strange  shapes 
of  the  dear  beasts  supporting  the  pulpit,  just  like  I 
used  to  picture  the  beasts  in  Revelation  when  I  was 
a  little  girl.  Next  morning  I  had  another  look  at 
the  Leaning  Tower  before  we  started,  and  in  a  shop 
I  came  across  a  delicious  and  beautifully  written 
book  called  In  Tuscany,  by  the  English  Consul  at 
Leghorn,  so  I  bought  it,  and  now  I  know  as  much  as 
Brown  does  about  the  country  through  which  we 
passed  during  several  perfect  days. 

I'm  not  sure  but  I  am  being  both  brutal  and  banal 
in  saying  that  the  rest  of  our  journey  to  Rome  was 
comparatively  uninteresting.  Of  course,  nothing  can 
be  really  uninteresting  in  Italy,  but  I  suppose  those 
first  days  had  spoiled  me.    We  drove  for  mile  after 
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mile  through   marshy  land    where  t=.ii    .„-i      u  , 
eucalyptus  trees  told  the^'tal  o7  .  K '  "'*'^""''°'y 

>n  me  was  waiting  for  the  desi  anH  17  '"""^"""e 
satisfied  with  whaf  was  Lss  Sn'the  tsl'Vl'l 
d.dn't  even  know  what  ,«..^/.  could  be  tm' I  sYw^k^ 

See  of   h    ?'       ^  ■^"'"  """^^  ^  P""^««^  in  the 
Laocoon  ?     1  shouldn't  be  surprised  a  bit     A  J  Lc 
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Apollo  Belvedere  !  What  a  gentleman  —  ivh»t  <t 
divine  gentleman  he  is !  You  will  laugh  a<.  me  tor 
such  a  thought.  It  seems  commonplace,  b'it  it  isn't. 
Nobody's  ever  said  it  before.  He's  such  a  gentle- 
man and  so  graciously  beautiful  that  yod  know  he 
must  be  a  god.  I  shouldn't  have  minded  worshipping 
him  a  bit.    Paganism  had  its  points. 

I  should  love  to  come  back  to  Rome  on  my  wed- 
ding trip  if  I  were  married  to  exactly  the  right  man  ; 
but  if  he  were  not  exactly  'jht  I  should  kill  him  ; 
whereas  in  ordinary  places  I  might  be  able  to  stand 
him  well  enough,  as  well  as  most  women  stand  their 
husbands.  Speaking  of  men  who  aren't  exactly  right 
reminds  me  of  Jimmy  Payne.  He  is  h;re.  He  seems 
to  have  a  sort  of  instinct  to  tell  him  when  one  is 
about  to  drive  up  to  a  hotel,  and  then  he  stations 
himself  in  the  door,  expecting  the  blessing  which 
is  for  those  who  stand  and  wait  We  made  a  sensa- 
tion driving  down  the  narrow  Corso  at  the  fashionable 
hour,  and  Jimmy  got  some  of  the  credit  of  it  when 
he  stepped  forward  to  welcome  us.  He  had  heard 
me  say  that  we  would  stop  here,  because  I'd  been 
told  it  was  the  only  hotel  in  Rome  with  a  garden, 
and  was  close  to  the  Pincian ;  and  Jimmy  has  such 
a  way  of  remembering  things  you  say,  if  he  thinks 
it's  to  his  advantage  His  first  appearance  was 
slightly  marred,  however,  by  a  sneeze  which,  like 
Lady  Macbeth's  etcetera  spot,  would  "out"  at  the 
precise  moment  of  shaking  hands.  He  says  he  got 
influenza  from  the  Duchessa  di  Something-or-Other, 
upon  whom  he  was  obliged  to  call  the  instant  he 
arrived,  or  she  would  never  have  forgiven  him  ;  so  of 
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course  it's  not  quite  so  har,)  f„  u 

second-class  inflLl"ltXears'"th;t'V°'""°"' 
anxious  to  see   'M»„  t    j    SC  *'  "=  "'^s  so 

she  could  getaway"  hatt''  f 'E*!'''^'-^'on  before 
Genoa  and  hurried  o„  K  .  "^^'^  ""^  automobile  at 
receipt  o?  a  fe  "  aphTc  bHd"'";''""^'  "^^^''^^  °" 
not  I  don't  know  Any'l  X  H  ■!?  '"  '^'^'^'^-P  °' 
or  else  the  influenzatSetfher  'tr  s?'/"'  ''''"' 
and  apparently  without  leaving  wo/d  fort    V°"'' 

-led  ^^Z  :trrt     reTasl^U^  ^^^ 

^^at^;raS:^*°^'^™--^""^:^ 

Happe^n  to  r^n  tSs' t h Vh^T  d'oT'J^'"^^ 

case^can't  ^^rertctv     Whri^r  "'^  ^ 
speaking  rudely  to  servants  I  ah^ays  set  the"m''H°P'" 

our  hotel  grumbling,  and  c  rSly  garde'n^sT 
been  of  much  use  to  us.     Lut  I  am  in  J         ^     '^^  ' 
mind  weather.    I  am  in  Rom       I  sav  Zf  "°'  '° 
myse  f,  and  I  reaH  r  ,„  •     •       .         ^  '"at  over  to 

do'n-t  know  w'hSertt^  aiL"or:l"^^:,r^  ^'^"  ' 
day  was  clear  on  purpose  for  1  ,^""^,f '  r^t^r- 
Pincian  and  BorgheTe  Set.     -    °  "'"   ""   '^^ 
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with  me  because  Aunt  Mary  was  afraid  there  would 
be  another  storm ;  and  besides,  some  little  English 
ladies  she  has  met  in  our  hotel  had  invited  her  to 
have  tea  with  them  in  their  bedroom.  They  make  it 
themselves  with  their  own  things,  because  then  you 
don't  have  to  pay ;  and  if  there  aren't  enough  cups 
to  go  round  among  the  ladies  they've  a.-ked,  they 
take  their  tooth-brush  glasses  for  themselves.  And 
they  bring  in  custardy  cakes  in  paper-bags  and  cream 
in  tiny  pails  which  they  hide  in  their  muffs,  and  try  to 
look  unconscious.  There  are  a  lot  here  like  that, 
and  they  sta>  all  winter.  None  of  them  are  married, 
and  they  all  do  and  say  exactly  the  things  you  know 
they  will  beforehand.  Why,  just  to  look  at  them 
you  feel  sure  they'd  have  tatting  on  their  stays,  and 
make  their  own  garters.  But  some  of  them  are 
titled,  or  if  they're  not  they  talk  a  great  deal  about 
being  "  well  connected " ;  and  they  do  nothing  on 
weekdays  but  read  novels,  work  in  worsteds,  and 
play  bridge  with  the  windows  hermetically  sealed ; 
or  on  Sundays  but  go  to  the  English  church.  Only 
think,  and  they're  in  Jiome  ! 

I  haven't  wasted  one  minute  since  we  came,  but, 
thank  goodness,  I'm  not  trying  to  "  do  "  Rome  scien- 
tifically and  exhaustively  like  so  many  poor  wilted- 
looking  Americans  I've  met  here.  They  think  they 
must  see  every  picture  in  every  gallery,  and  put  at 
least  their  noses  inside  every  church ;  and  then  they 
scribble  things  down  in  their  note-books  —  things 
which  will  do  them  just  as  much  good  afterwards  as 
Lizard  Bill's  writings  on  his  slate  when  the  'ik 
trickled  over  his  nose,  in  Alice's  Adventures.     One 
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American  lady  in  this  hotel  said  her  daughters  had 
dragged  her  about  so  much  that  she  dfdr^^  kno' 
what  country  she  was  in  any  more,  except  by  the 
postage  stamps.  If  I  were  in  her  place  I  shoufd  He 
down  to  take  a  nap  when  I  arrived  in  towns,  and  M^ 
I  had  seen  the  th.ngs  when  I  went  back  to  Fond  du 
l^c  there  s  where  she  lived  before  her  daughters 
hev  tolf'"^  ''"'  '■"  """^  "''y  ^"'^  London  in  two 
nSedtgTvl'^""'  ^'"^'^  ^''^  ^""^  *•«'  «-  >">" 
Dad.  u,e  drove  in  the  automobile  along  the  Appian 

gbrious     The"  °"""^'  •'"'  ''  ^^^"'*'-    ''  ^»« 

T^TX  .  r  "  "''^*=''  anything  jarring  (I  don't 

1  and  wonH  \Tl  '''°"*  ^"■"S  '"t°  th!  midst  o 
ZirTf  ,^°"^^'''^^j  'h.ugs  on  a  motor-car.  for  it  is 
wonderful  too.  and  it  has  a  dignity  of  its  iwn-the 
d.gn,ty  of  fine  and  perfect  mechanism  which  seems 

or  Tome' ^h '''n'''  ""T^"^  °^  ^"  "'^'^'-^  ""'-"" 
are  oh^-t  H^         '^"^^  legendary  animal  which  you 
are  obliged  to  respect  and  marvel  at 
And  Brown  took  me  into  the  Colosseum  last  night 

doudsr"'  "  '"°°"  ""''  "''"S  *'"*  °f  t°™  wick 
and"l  wl"*  i  "wasn't  going  to  write  about  Rome. 
Peterl  r  M~l''°"'  ^  ^°"'*'  "°'  «^^"  about  St 
r  u-  '"''  "'"^  °"g*»*  t°  Stop  here  ten  days 
see  n^::  v"^'  '"  '^'^  '°"^-J"^'  ^'^'"^^  X-  wan^to 
mnnrh  IJ'?  ^°"  °"2*^'  '°  ^^^^  °^  «'=«  linger  for 
months,  and  let  everything  soak  into  your  soul  I 
can  t  do  the  latter,  this  time,  with  the  Napier  waiiing 
-waiting;  and  so  I'm  making  the  best  of  the  first. 
Your  reincarnated  Roman  Princess, 

MOUY. 
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Pakkw's  Horn,  Natu^ 

/anuary  13. 
You  Dear, 

I  have  seen  Naples,  but  I  dont  wish  to  die. 
Not  that  I  should  so  much  grudge  dying  after  the 
happy  life  you've  given  me,  but  thered  be  such  an 
awful  waste  of  time  in  staying  dead  when  so  much 
is  left  to  sec  There's  Capri,  and  there's  Sicily  almost 
next  door ;  and  even  a  Saturday  to  Monday  on  Mars 
wouldn't  make  up  to  me  for  missing  them. 

We  put  our  hands  to  the  plough,  and  came  here 
from  Rome  in  six  hours,  only  one  hour  more  than 
the  fast  (?)  train  takes.  We  didn't  stop  for  lunch, 
but  kept  ourselves  up  on  beef  lozenges,  which  were 
nasty  but  supporting.  We  wanted  to  see  how  quickly 
we  couU  do  it,  and  even  Aunt  Mary  was  excited. 
She  is  much  pleasanter  without  Jimmy,  and  we  really 
did  have  fun.  It's  an  ill  rain  that  doesn't  temper  the 
dust  to  an  automobile,  so  we  blessed  the  weather 
which  we  had  previously  anathematised.  After  a 
pouring  night,  it  cleared  before  we  started ;  and  it 
was  one  of  the  best  days  we  have  ever  had.  I  remem- 
bered heaps  of  things  which  had  happened  to  me 
when  I  was  a  Roman  princess,  two  thousand  years 
188 
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would  be  4Va;coS;s;l^^^^'-'^^^-' 

streamsof  fiery  blooIT  "°"f'^'  '""'  '^'"^  '-° 
Vesuvius!  Brown  ha/^""^  f°^"  '''  ^''^'=''  ^'^es. 
■•t  for  the  firsfZ  atr  STl  S  ^"  ^'°"^  '^' 
he  suggested  not  leavTn'  Rome  ^m  ^'J^'^^^'^y 
when  usually  he  i,  T  i °  '  '"''"'^^  °='°ck, 

was  evasive  when  I  !  L  h"  ?  '"^'^  ■'"•''^^'  ^"^  he 
breathed  th't  'oh  ! "  and'h ">  ''"'  "'>^"  '  ^ad 
•nyself.  he  told  me  '^  '''^  ^  '"°'"^"'  ^°  ^«~ver 

Naprettol^;^T:rn'fe^'''""''-  •  "^  '^^^  --'"' 
for  nobody  dse  who  L    ^m'  "  '"  '"^  "'^er  way. 

Naples  haf  ever  done  the  h  "l"'""'  ^°'"'"&  '° 
they  would  nof  i?  "^s  that  we  have ;  and 

We'shouli  hav    '.Zl  t^Zf  "  ^""';'-^  ^  -« 
been   for  him    and  wh.  7.  "'""'^  '^  ''  hadn't 

Naples  would' have     een"  o7w  ^""'"'^'^  '°  '^-• 

of  ours,  not  a  dear  .nH  ^      "'"''  ^<^q"aintance 

"s  her  b^st  secrets  In  TT"  '?"'  "'^^  '^^  '°'d 
have  known  anyltter  thin  t  's"^^^^  ^''°""'"'' 
ofe/.w  sort  of  hotel  i;  the  noi  ''  '"  '"""^  '"'^• 

city,  instead  of  c^l^t^Zj^Z  ""'  °'  "** 
J,  »  "^'^'=  *^''ere  the  air  u  pure 


^l 


^  I 
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and  some  of  the  most  beautiful  things  in  the  world 
in  sight  without  turning  our  heads.  It's  such  a 
homelike  hotel,  and  instead  of  sending  to  England 
for  orange  marmalade  made  of  Sicilian  oranges,  the 
way  all  the  other  hotels  seem  to  do,  they  make  it 
themselves  out  of  their  own  oranges  ;  and  it's  a  poem. 

We've  been  up  Vesuvius,  not  in  the  daytime,  like 
the  humdrum  tourists,  but  by  torchlight,  and  we  saw 
the  moon  rise.  Instead  of  rushing  to  the  Museum 
the  first  thing  and  mooring  vaguely  about  there  for 
hours,  we  saved  it  until  after  we'd  been  out  to 
Pompei  on  the  motf  r-car ;  then  it  was  a  hundred 
times  more  interesting,  and  we  are  coming  back 
after  Capri  to  pay  another  visit  to  the  busts  of 
Tiberius  and  his  terrible  mother.  I  felt  in  Rome 
as  if  it  were  an  impertinence  to  be  modern  and 
young.  But  in  Pompei — oh,  i  can't  tell  you  what 
I  felt  there.  •  think — I  really  do  think  that  I  saw 
ghosts,  and  they  we  -e  much  more  real  and  important 
than  I.  It  was  like  entering  the  enchanted  palace  of 
the  Sleeping  Beauty  in  the  wood,  only  a  thousand 
times  more  thrilling  and  wonderful.  I  didn't  feel  as 
if  anyone  else  had  ever  been  there  since  it  was  dug  up, 
except  Brown  and  me — and,  of  course,  Aunt  Mary. 

Brown  knew  about  fascinating  Italian  restaurants, 
and  he  drove  us  up  on  the  automobile  for  tea  to  a 
new  hotel  on  a  high  hill,  almost  a  mountain.  It's 
the  "  smart "  thing  for  people  who  know  to  go  up  to 
tea,  which — if  it's  fine — you  have  on  a  great  terrace 
that  is  the  most  beautiful  thing  in  all  Naples.  And 
we  spent  a  whole  morning  up  at  St  Elmo.  That  is 
going  to  be  my  best  recollection,  I  think,  and — ^you 
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will  laugh-the  next  best  will  be  the  Aquarium. 
When  you  came  to  Naples  was  there  a  thing  in  t^e 
Aqua„u„  ;,,  the  ghost  of  a  cucumber,  transparent 
as  glass,  w.th  strmgs  of  opals  and  rul.ies  being  drawn 

Brown  says  that  it-or  its  ancestor-has  been  there 

TlhTA  "'  ""  '"T.T"'-  '  "ke  that  green  light 
■1  the  A    uarium,  which  makes  you   feel  as  if  you 

Tn^eVd  oTw"^'  ""'"  "^^  ''''•  ^"^  -"■-'«  »"  -- 

it  w!''*"!  "'%"'"'  *^""'"^  "P  *"  '"^^  ''°'<='-  Bf°wn  said 

It.  was  almost  as  steep  and  winding  as  the  road  from 

Capr,  to  Anacapri.     That  speech,  and  gazing  from 

our  balcony  at   Parker's  over  the  blue  bay  to  Th^ 

island  which  looks  l,ke  the  Sphinx  rising  out  of  the 

sea,  hav.  m.de  me  distracted  to  take  the%utomobSe 

to   Capri.     Brown   "doesn't   advise    it,'  and   thinks 

we  may  have  great  trc^uble  in  landing,"  but  that 

makes  me  want  the  adventure  all  the  more;  so  we're 

going  to-morrow-not  just  for  a  day.  like  the  people 

«ho  dont  care  about  Tiberius,  and  think  the  Blue 

Grotto  IS  the  only  thing  to  see-but  to  stay  for 

on  the  "^and  for  every  day  of  a  whole  month,  and 

thoirr  -  "^r^l'^'y  '^""'■^^^"'  '■'■°'»  »he  other, 
though  Capr.  .s  only  three  and  a  half  miles  long  and 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  width. 

I  feel  as  if  we  were  in  for  something  exciting,  just 
as  you  feel,  I  suppose,  when  you  are  |oing  to^bring 
off  a  big  couj>  "  in  the  street."  s      e    o  oring 

Your  Chip-of-the-old-Block, 

PCI       ,j  .  Molly. 

I  .b.— I  wouldn  t  post  my  Naples  letter.    '   Vought 
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it  I  did,  you  might  imagine  that  we  and  our  car  had 
been  engulfed  in  the  sea,  unless  you  got  the  end  of 
the  adventure  taci<ed  on  to  tlie  beginning  ;  so  this  is 
to  be  a  fat  postscript.  Yes,  a  gorged  python  of  a 
postscript. 

At  first  the  dock  people  couldn't  be  persuaded  that 
e  seriously  intended  to  take  an  automobile  to  the 
1^  .tnd  of  Capri ;  and  when  they  realised  that  we  were 
in  earnest,  they  buzzed  with  excitement  like  swarm- 
ing bees.  Everyone  directly  or  indirectly  concerned 
argued  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  and  embroidered  his 
arguments  with  gestures,  nobody  paying  the  slightest 
attention  to  anybody  else.  We  didn't  even  ask  per- 
mission to  go  on  one  of  the  big  passenger  steamers, 
for  we  knew  it  would  be  no  use ;  but  there's  a  little 
sea-chick  of  a  thing  called  La  Sirena,  wnich  plies 
back  and  forth  every  day  with  provisions,  luggage, 
and  passengers  to  whom  cheapness  is  an  object.  She 
was  our  prey ;  and  as  nobody  had  happened  to  make 
a  law  against  transporting  motor-cars,  simply  because 
nobody  haci  ever  thought  of  taking  anything  so 
abnormal  since  Tiberius  used  to  send  his  chariots, 
we  rould  not  be  restrained. 

All  the  loafers  in  Naples  collected  on  the  quay,  and 
I  don't  believe  anything  would  have  been  done  for  us 
if  Brown  hadn't  calmly  begun  to  widen  the  gangway. 
He  had  suggested  that  I  should  go  over  in  the  morn- 
ing with  Aunt  Mary  on  the  North  G'^rman  Lloyd 
that  takes  the  trippers  (as  he  calls  them)  over  for  the 
Blue  Grotto,  and  lunch.  But  I  didn't  see  it  in  that 
light,  for  I  wanted  the  adventure.  Aunt  Mary  didn't 
want  it  at  any  price,  so  she  was  packed  off  by  her- 
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?hlf  L*rln*i!!"  !!",L'8!«"'"B  Conductor  slowly  drove 
«ie  car  on  board  the  little  Sinna  1  was  by  his  side 

q^av"    W  "  r""':'  °'  ""''"™'=''  «'-ce  oV  t 

BaSc  h,t„  '^J'v  °~*"    """^    «'="">'  ""'"ceuvred 
aauac  into  position  in  a  clear  space  on  deck    th,. 

rr^d^'ri,?^' '"''  '^'■''^p''--'  turned  to : 

burst  of  delighted  wonder.     Brown  and  I  felt  like 
•variety  artistes  being  applauded  for  a  cleve   ti^ 

:nd  kt  oTK"  ^'"^  ^''""^ '-'  *-"  -  ^" 

us  arthrr*"T\r*'""«^  "^  *'"'*  *«  ^"  'tore  for 

."n  one  of  S"k      ^"'""  "'  ^^P"'     "  *«  had  gone 
•n  one  of  tJie  bigger  steamers,  we  should  have  hfd  to 

^et  the  automobile  into  a  small  boat,  or  perhaps  iJh 

small  that  she  can  come  up  along  the  landing-place 
which  was  one  reason  why.  after  Brown  had  S.' 

vcgeiaoies.  The  nearer  we  got  to  the  i^lanH  fK- 
more  beautiful  it  looked,  and  L  we  cTmc t  b;^! 
was  telling  me  things  about  TiberiuT^  a«!  ."d 

fS^tae^si-r;s 

b  °es  a'nl  Z'' ''""''' .""^  '""^'^  ''^^^  ^o  the  omnY 
hltJ  r"  ""'"'"S  at  the  end  of  the  quay 

wo  v«  ::  IT  '"f  ^  '"••  '*''>'  ^^-P<=<^  '"«=  a  pack  of 
wolves  on  the  car,  laughing  and  gabbling,  and  some- 
how  they  and  Brown  landed  it  o'„  the  shpperyTtl" 
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The  news  that  there  was  an  automobile  on  the 
island  must  have  flashed  around  by  magic  telegraph, 
for  people — swarms  of  people,  more  than  you  would 
have  thought  could  live  on  the  whole  of  Capri — came 
running  from  everywhere  to  see  us  start.  I  should 
have  been  awfully  amused  if  it  hadn't  been  for  one 
thing.  Up  there  at  the  end  of  the  quay,  where  we 
must  pass,  were  half  a  dozen  hotel  omnibuses  and 
a  long  rank  of  smart  cabs,  like  victorias,  with  very 
pretty  little  horses,  whose  faces  looked  incredibly 
short — perhaps  on  account  of  their  huge  blinders. 
They  had  feathers  on  their  heads,  and  their  harness 
was  ornamented  with  all  kinds  of  strange  devices  in 
silver  or  brass.  Sweet  little  pets  they  were,  that  you 
felt  as  if  you  might  ask  into  your  house  to  sit  on  the 
hearthrug  ;  and  when  they  saw  Balzac  t-hey  all  began 
to  snort  and  shiver  and  act  as  if  they  were  going  to 
faint.  Their  drivers — in  hard,  '■■■te  hats  something 
like  our  policemen's  helmets — hcw  to  the  poor  beasties' 
heads ;  and  some  laughed,  and  some  looked  anxious, 
some  angry. 

Evidently  the  little  horses  had  lived  an  innocent, 
peaceful  life  for  years  on  Capri,  and  had  never  heard 
of  railways  or  steam  rollers,  much  less  automobiles. 
I  was  so  sorry  for  them,  and  wished  I  hadn't  been  so 
headstrong,  but  had  been  guided  by  Brown  when 
he  advised  me  to  leave  Balzac  at  Naples.  However, 
we  couldn't  abandon  the  car  on  the  quay,  so  we  got 
in  and  Brown  started  the  motor.  Oh,  my  goodness ! 
every  horse  went  into  hysterics !  Their  drivers  held 
them,  and  said  things  sootliiiig  or  the  reverse,  accord- 
ing to  their  bringing-up,  but  the  little  things  kicked 
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and  plunged  and  doubled  up  in    knots,  although 
Brown   drove   by   as   slowly   and    solemnly  as    the 
Dead   March  in   Saul.     I  thought  we  should  never 
get  past,  but  when  we  did  the  worse  was  still   to 
come,  for  we  had  a  steep  road  to  climb  up  the  cliff 
and  m  the  distance  several  cab-horses  were  trotting 
down      I  begged  Brown  to  stop  and  let  them  go  by 
lest  they  should  jump  over  into  space,  so  he  did  •  and 
.t  was  all  that  he  and  the  drivers  of  the  cabs  could 
do  to  get  the  poor  horrified  little  animals  past  us  at 
all.     Ihat  experience  was  enough  for  me.     Brown 
pointed  up  towards  Anacapri.  far,  far  above  Capri 
proper,  on  a  horn  of  the   mountain,  reached   only 
by  a  narrow  but  splendidly  engineered  road  winding 
like  a  piece  of  thin  wood  shaving,  or  by  steep  steps 
cut  in  the  rock  by  the  Phoenicians  thousands  of  years 
ago.       No/  said   I  sadly,  "we'll  never  drive  up  to 
Anacapri  on  the  automobile.     I  shan't  use  it  once 
again  while  we're  on  the  island,  and  all  the  horses 
had  better  be  warned  indoors  when  we  go  down  to 
take  the  boat." 

But  it  was  a  beautiful  drive  up  from  the  quay  to 
the  town  of  Capri  and  our  hotel.  I  couldn't  help 
enjoying  it  a  little,  in  spite  of  feeling  like  an  incipient 
murderess.  I  believe  if  I'd  been  on  the  way  to 
execution  I  would  have  enjoyed  it.  The  road  swept 
rcund  to  the  left,  ascending  loop  after  loop,  to  a 
saddle  of  the  island  lying  between  two  cliffs,  crowned 
with  the  most  picturesque  ruins  I  ever  saw.  Every- 
where  you  looked  was  a  i.sw  picture,  and  oh  1  the 
delicious  colour  of  sky,  and  sea,  and  the  dove-erev 
of  the  cliffs!    You  can  see  next  to  nothing  of  the 
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town  till  you  come  on  it;  then  suddenly  you  are 
in  a  busy  piasna,  with  an  old  palace  or  two  and  a 
beautiful  tower,  and  everything  characteristically 
Italian,  even  the  sunshine,  which  is  so  vivid  that  it 
.,  is  like  a  />ooi  of  light.  Here  we  made  a  great  deal 
more  excitement  before  we  drove  under  an  old  arch- 
way and  plunged  down  a  steep,  stone-paved  street 
filled  with  gay  little  shops,  and  ending  with  the 
courtyard  of  our  hotel. 

I  know  you  only  came  to  Capri  with  the  "trippers" 
to  see  the  Blue  Grotto,  and  1  feel  sorry  for  you,  you 
poor  Dad,  because,  though  the  Grotto  is  so  strange 
and  beautiful,  it  is  the  thing  I  care  for  least  of  all. 
Just  think,  you  didn't  even  stay  long  enough  to  see  the 
sunset  turn  the  Faraglioni  rocks  to  brilliant,  beaten 
copper,  standing  up  from  clear  depths  of  emerald, 
into  which  the  clouds  drop  rose  leaves  I  You  didn't 
go  to  the  old  grey  Ccrtosa,  for  if  you  had  you  would 
certainly  have  bought  it  and  restored  it  to  use  as 
a  sort  of  "occasional  villa";  like  those  nice  heroes 
of  Ouida's  who  say,  "  I  believe,  by  the  way,  that  is 
mine,"  when  they  are  travelling  with  friends  in  yachts 
and  pass  magnificent  palaces  which  they  have  quite 
forgotten  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  or  the 
Italian  lakes.  You  didn't  walk  along  a  steep  path 
about  twelve  inches  wide,  hanging  over  a  dizzy 
precipice,  to  the  Arco  Naturale— and  neither  would 
I  if  it  hadn't  been  for  Brown.  I  was  horribly  afraid, 
but  I  was  ashamed  to  let  him  see  that,  so  I  struggled 
along  somehow,  and  it  was  glorious.  We  ended  the 
walk  by  going  down  a  great  many  steps  cut  in  the 
rock  to  the  grotto  of  Mitromania,  where  they  used 
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Inr"'l!f-*''^'""-^°^  ""'J  '^"'fice  living  victims 
human  bemgs  sometimes.     You  can  sef  Z     i." 

consumed  with  no  such  LT     ^^  ^'"^  "'^^ 

had  heard  that  to  eot^Th  f'"^'"°"'  ""'^  ^  ^'"^ 
up  a  wall,  she  wis  f^a^'  to  havTaTel  ''.l  "^"'"^ 
alone;  so  I  asked  Bro^  to  take  ml  "^w' "''""' 
after  breakfast-  =„j  V  "**•     ^«  started 

had  to  des'nd  to  th^  ^°  "^Z"  '^'^  ^'^P^ -«  «-' 
*ny  regard  to  artistic  contrast,  blended 
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flowers   in    a   brilliant 


together   as   exquisitely 
garden. 

1  tripped  gaily,  too,  at  first,  but  the  sun  grew  hot 
and  so  did  I.     Still,  on  we  went,  up  the  face  of  the 
cliff,  and  with  every  interval  for  rest  came  a  new  and 
wonderful  view.    By-and-by  we  got  up  so  high  that 
the  row  boats  on  their  way  to  the  Blue  Grotto  looked 
like   little   water-beetles,   with    oars    for    legs;    and 
though  the  waves  were   beating  against  the   rocks, 
we  could  no  longer  see  them ;  the  water  appeared 
as  smooth  as  an  endless  sapphire  floor  polished  for 
the  sirens  to  dance  on.     It  was  all  so  entrancing  that 
I   didn't  know  I  was   almost   getting  a  sunstroke; 
besides,  who  would  think  of  sunstrokes  in  January, 
no  matter  how  hot  the  weather?     Brown  remarked 
that  my  lips  were  pale,  but  I  said  I  was  only  a  little 
tired.    In  rather  more  than  an  hour  we  came  to  the  top. 
which  was  Anacapri.     My  head  ached,  so  we  went 
into  a  restaurant  place,  which  turned  out  to  be  very 
famous.     I  sat  on  the  wall  of  a  terrace  looking  over 
a  sheer  precipice  a  thousand  feet  high  until  I  felt 
partly  rested ;    then  a   handsome   girl,  evidently  of 
Saracen  blood,  brought  me  delicious  Marsala.     We 
had  started  away  to  walk  into  the  village  of  Ana- 
capri   when   everything   began  to  swim  before   my 
eyes.     Luckily  we  were  close  to  a  house.     It  was 
a  little  old  domed  white   house  w'th  a  long  vine- 
covered  pergola,  and  it  said  "  Bella  Vista "  over  the 
gateway.     1  had  to  lean  on  Brown's  arm  going  in, 
and  the  last  thing  I  remember  was  a  kind-faced  man 
hurrying  to  the  door.     The  next  thing  I  was  in  a  big 
white  bedroom,  sparsely  furnished  and  daintily  neat 
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I    had    fainted   and    they   had    =,.nf    r 

of  Capri.     He  s-id  ^'^'"^''y-'he    Doctor  Antonio  " 

^"H'l.     ne  Saia  It  was  the  •sun  •   r   u^  i   '^ 
enoujjh  brealifast  anrf  r'^\  j        ?  '       ^'*''"  '  ^a'^n 

hairsohada/r^roJelrilt-^^^^^ 

iwar^.^i;i:::is>°s:v^^p^^'^pS^r 

^tay  in  it  for  days     Th^  °,"'"'  ^'"^  '""S'^d  to 

w.-ndows.each  onfiool^Vro     Twei^Jf  [°"^ 

Brown  took  a  mes^L-H  ^  '°'"'^  P"^^*«  '«^^a«- 
Aunt  Ma°y  to  pack  uo  J,T"''''''"  '°  Capri,  asking 
Which  she'did.'atd  rv?C\ltr't"^  ^'"' 

fhinrinarapTaXTSt;"'"'""^  ^^  ->'■ 
were  in  the  world  nn  ?    ""J^^ouse  seem  as  if  they 
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we  would  not  feed  you  or.  sunse'  and  cloud's  milk 
alone.  The  little  landlord  and  landlady  cook  and 
wait  on  us,  and  I  never  tasted  daintier  dishes  than 
they  "  create." 

There  are  more  things  than  sunsets  and  pines  and 
cypresses  to  see  too.  One  takes  walks  all  over  the 
island.  One  goes  to  rival  inns  where  rival  beauties 
dance  the  tarantella,  and  vie  in  announcements  that 
Tiberius  amused  himself  by  throwing  victims  in  the 
sea  from  the  exact  site  of  their  houses.  Oh,  every- 
thing is  Tiberius  here.  He  is  regarded  by  the 
peasants  as  quite  a  modern  person,  whom  you  may 
meet  on  a  dark  night,  if  you  haven't  murmured  a 
prayer  before  the  lovely  white  virgin  in  her  illu- 
minated grotto  of  rock.  Mothers  say  to  their 
children,  "  If  you  do  that,  Tiberius  will  catch  you  "  ; 
and  the  English  colony  of  Capri  quarrel  over  the 
emperor's  cb  -racter,  on  which  there  are  keen  differ- 
ences of  opinion. 

The  most  beautiful  house  I  ever  saw  in  my  life 
is  set  on  the  brow  of  the  precipice  at  Anacapri ;  it 
is  a  dream-house ;  or  else  its  owner  rubbed  a  lamp, 
and  a  genie  gave  it  to  him.  It  is  long  and  low  and 
white,  and  filled  with  wonderful  treasures  which  its 
possessor  found  under  the  sea— spoil  of  Tiberius' 
buried  palaces.  The  floors  are  paved  with  mosaic 
of  priceless  coloured  marble,  which  Tiberius  brought 
from  distant  lands  for  himself;  a  red  sphinx,  which 
Tiberius  import'- J  from  Egypt,  crouches  on  the  marble 
wall,  gazing  over  the  cliffs  and  the  sea;  Tiberius' 
statues  in  marble  and  bronze  line  the  arched,  open- 
air  corridors.     There's  nothing  else  like  it  in  the 


THfe  TjGHTNr^G  CONDUCTOR  30, 

rUvri/tn.  fV'  '"u    '■'^  "•="  *°"'d  be  worthy 
of  it  all  ™""  """^  ^"^^  "''^  there  /.  worthy 

-a  you  .ore  of  the  bcaut^  of  t"h1;  IT^LT' 

Your  enchanted 

Molly. 
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FHOM  JACK  WINSTON  TO  LQ^D  LANE 

Taormina,  Sicilt, 

January  36, 

My  dear  Montie, 

We  are  at  Taormina!  When  I  say  that,  I 
want  you  to  realise  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  Most 
Beautiful  Place  in  the  World.  Nothing  less  than 
capital  letters  can  express  it  We  have  had  six 
glorious  days  in  Sicily,  and  it  is  fit  that  these  wide 
ramblings  of  mine  with  the  Goddess  should  end 
here  amidst  such  scenes  of  loveliness  that  even  the 
imagination  can  conjure  up  nothing  more  exquisite. 
For  end  these  ramblings  must ;  to  be  continued,  as 
I  hope  (but  dare  scarcely  expect),  in  a  life-journey  in 
which  I  may  wear  my  own  name,  shared  then  by 
her.  It  is  through  my  dear,  kind,  little  match-making 
mother  that  I  trust  this  may  be  brought  about ;  for 
my  pluck  fails  me  when  I  think  of  confessing  my 
imposture  to  the  Goddess. 

I  told  you  in  my  letter  from  Rome  that  at  the 
hotel  there  I  found  a  forwarded  letter  from  the 
mater,  saying  that  on  account  of  the  continued  rain 
and  cold  she  and  the  inevitable  Barrows  had  deter- 
mined to  leave  Rome  suddenly  and  go  to  Naples, 
perhaps  to  Sicily,  in  search  of  sunshine.  She  added 
that  she  had  been  worried  about  me,  as  she  had  not 
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heard  anything  for  weeks ;  from  which  it  is  dear  that 
at  least  three  letters  have  somehow  miscarried- 
doubtless  owmg  to  her  constant  change  of  address 
and  the  carelessness  of  hotel  people  f„  forward  n" 
The  worst  of  it  is  that  I  haven't  been  able  to  re- 
a  sure  her  mmd  as  she  gave  me  no  new  address. 
bat  merely  sa.d  that  when  she  was  settled  she  would 

r™nH  ?J  '°""^'  '  ^"^"  "^'  hall-porter  at  the 
Grand  the  most  explicit  directions  as  to  where  I 
was  to  be  found,  and  tipped  him  well.  The  result 
.s  that  on  my  arrival  here  in  Taormina  I  found  a 
telegram  (sent  on  from  Rome)  to  say  that  mv 
mother  and  the  Barrows  will  arrive  here'to  mLow 
to  stay  a  week  with  Sir  Evelyn  Haines,  an  old 
fnend  of  the  maters,  who  has,  I  believe,  bough"  a 

To  mo  """T"'  '"'  *"^"^^  ''  '"'^  -  fi-  house 
To-morrow,  then,  my  mother  will  be  here;  I  shall 
tell  her  everything,  throw  myself  on  her  m;rcy,  and 

Th».  .  °  T^  P'^^"  ^°'  ""^  ^''h  the  Goddess. 
rhat,  at  least,  is  my  present  plan.  But  who  can  tell 
how  events  may  upset  it  ? 

Well,  as  you  don't  know  Italy  south  of  Naples 
perhaps  you'd  like  to  hear  something  of  our  SicH  an 

havTh^H^r  °J  ^^r"*"-.-"  the 'strict  sense  ^e 
have  had  less  here  than  in  other  places.  If  J  hadn't 
been  certam  that  the  country  was  quite  safe  as  far  a 
brigandage  is  concerned,  I  should  not  have  been  such 
a  fool  as  to  bring  two  ladies  through  it  in  a  motor- 
ed th  r"L  '""  ^f.'  ^'  '  '^'^'  "^''^  g'°™"^  days," 
and  the  Goddess  and  I  are  agreed  that  in  many  ways 
S.aly  IS  the  best  thing  we  have  done  on  our  whJe 
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I  «    : 


We  landed  at  Palermo,  after  a  night  passage  in  a 
comfortable  boat  trom  Naples,  leaving  one  world- 
famous  bay  to  enter  another  scarcely  less  beautiful. 
Rarely  have  I  seen  anything  finer  than  Palermo  and 
the  group  of  mountains  round  it  as  we  steamed  in 
at  sunrise  on  a  white  and  gold  morning.  The  ship 
goes  alongside  the  quay,  so  there  was  no  difficulty  at 
all  about  landing  the  car.  It  was  slung,  and  gently 
deposited  on  shore  by  the  ship's  crane,  and  we  drove 
off  on  it  at  once  to  the  Villa  Igiea.  Everything  was 
new  to  me  in  Sicily,  and  I  confess  that  the  Igiea  was 
a  surprise.  One  has  heard  that  Sicily  is  a  hundred 
years  behind  the  times,  and  that  in  accommodation 
the  island  is  deficient.  That  cannot  be  said  any 
longer.  The  Igiea  is  [jcrfect.  Miss  Randolph  re- 
luctantly admitted  that  there  is  nothing  better  in 
America.  In  situation  the  house  is  unique,  lying 
under  the  tall,  pink  Monte  Pellegrino.  It  was  built 
by  the  Sicilian  millionaire  Florio  for  a  sanatorium, 
but  never  so  used.  It  is  a  long  building  of  honey- 
coloured  stone,  standing  in  an  exquisite  terraced 
garden  that  stretches  along  the  sea,  and  actually 
overhangs  it — a  charmingly  irregular  garden,  with 
many  unexpected  nooks,  and  sweet-smelling  flowers, 
palms,  and  all  kinds  of  sub-tropical  plants,  fountains 
playing  in  marble  basins,  and  a  huge,  half-covered 
balcony,  where  everyone  except  insignificant  chauffeurs 
assemble  for  tea.  Altogether  a  gay  and  delightful 
place,  and  it  is  having  the  effect  of  bringing  to  the 
island  a  stream  of  rich  and  luxury-loving  travellers. 

From  afar  I  saw  Miss  Randolph  and  Aunt  Mary 
breakfasting  on  the  big  balcony ;  and  they  could  not 
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have  lingered  lonf;  over  their  unpackinjj,  for  at  ten 
o'clock  I  had  orders  to  be  at  tlie  hotel  door  with  the 
Napier.  I  knew  no  more  of  Sicily  than  they  did,  but 
it  is  my  mMer  to  keep  vp  the  reputation  of  a  walking 
encyclopedia ;  therefore,  in  the  small  watches  of  the 
night,  while  the  Goddess  and  her  aunt  slept  the  sleep 
of  the  just,  I  had  pored  over  guide-books  and  fat 
h'ttle  volumes  of  Sicilian  history.  What  I  wasn't 
prepared  to  tell  them  that  heavenly  morning  about 
Ulysses,  Polyphemus,  the  omnipotent  Roger,  and 
other  persons  of  local  interest,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  right  buildings  to  be  visited,  was  not  worth 
telling. 

We  ran  along  the  shore,  past  harbours  and  basins 
where  strangely  shaped  boats   lay  at   anchor  on   a 
smooth,   blue   sea,   with   an   elusive   background  of 
shimmering,  snowclad   mountains;   and  in  a  street, 
like   a    moving    picture-gallery,    we    made    the    ac- 
quamtance  of  those  painted  carts  which  are  indigen- 
ous to  the  island.     Quaintly  rudimentary  as  carts, 
these  extraordinary  vehicles  are  remarkable  as  works' 
of  art,  and  the  Goddess  did  exactly  what  I  expected 
of  her— wanted  to  buy  one.     With  her  usual  quick 
discrimination,  she  picked  out  a  fine  specimen,  the 
wheels,  shafts,  and  un-lerwork  a  mass  of  elaborate 
wood-carving,   richly   coloured,   the    boldly   painted 
panels  representing   a   victory  of  Roger's,  attended 
with  great  slaughter.     The  little  horse  was  jingling 
with  bells,  and  almost  overweighted  with  his  tower- 
ing scarlet  plumes. 

"  I  must  have  that,"  exclaimed  my  impulsive  AngeL 
« Please  stop  the  car,  Bro^vn,  and  ask  the  man  l»w 
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much  he  will  sell  it  for,  just  as  it  stands— harness 
and  all,  but  not  the  horse." 

The  much-endurinp  Hrown  stopped,  ran  back,  and 

hailed  the  owner  of  the  cart,  who  was  accompanied 

by  a  dove-eyed  wife  and  seven  Saracenic  children  all 

piled  in  anyhow  on  top  of  each  other  like  parcels. 

Never,  probably,  was  a  man  more  surprised  than  by 

the  question  hurled  at  him,  but  Sicilians  retain  too 

deep  a  strain  of  the  Oriental  to  show  that  they  are 

flustered.     He  said  in  a  strange  />aUis  that  his  cart 

was  the  pride  and  joy  of  the  household  ;  that  it  had 

been  decorated  by  the  one  man  in  Sicily  who  had 

inherited  the  true  art  of  historical  cart-painting  ;  that 

it  was  one  of  the  best  on  the  island,  and  he  had 

expected  it  to  remain  an  ornament  to  his  family 

unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation,  but  that  he 

would  part  v.  ith  it  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  lira. 

I  beat  him  down  until,  with  tears  in  his  magnificent 

eyes,  he  consented  to  accept  two-thirds,  which  really 

was  more  than  the  cart  was  worth,  or  than  he  had 

expected   to  get  when   he  began   to  bargain.     The 

cart   was   Miss   Randolph's,   and    later   that   day   I 

arranged  about  having  it  taken  to  pieces,  boxed,  and 

sent  to  New  York.     She  was  delighted  with  her'pur- 

chase,  and  in  such  a  radiant  mood  that  she  thought 

everything  and  everyone  she  saw  perfect,  from  the 

men    milking    goats    to    the    dramatically   talented 

gardien  of  the  beautiful  old  red-domed  San  Giovanni 

degli  Eremiti,  once  a  mosque. 

The  German  Emperor  is  rather  a  hero  of  hers, 
and  when  we  left  the  car  in  the  street  and  visited' 
tha  Palazzo  Reale  she  was  charmtd  to  learn  that  h« 
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had  pronounced  a  view  from  a  certain  balcony  the 

■ron  ra.  ,ng  and  (.'a^mjj  out  over  the  city  for  half  an 
hour.  ,t  really  wa.,  inspirin^-the  blue  harbour  ad 
the  nng  of  sparkling  white  mountains;  but  I'm  not 
prepared  to  agree  with  the  supcrlativ;  I  put  "he 
v.ew  of  Naples  from   St.   Elmo  ahead.     wE  tj 

?em   lil'  T'kI°v"^  ''''  ^■■''•^•"^  '■"'^"-  -ith  its 

almo's   tot  :m"""''"   '""^""'  ^'"^  --  '"oved 

almost  to  tears     •■  It  ,s  matchless  ;  the  most  beautiful 

her  ,Aunt  Mary  you  may  take  for  granted)  out  four 
steep  ^,,  ,  M„„^^^,^_  ^^^  .^  J>^^  wcl/ that  she 
had  saved  a  few  adjectives.  Not  that  she  is  a  girl 
who  scatters  much  small  coin  of  this  kind,  but  2 
has  usually  the  right  word  when  a  thing  does  not 

fxce^r"i\"'%  '^'^"  '■'  '^'^  =he  says  nothing 
except  with  her  eloquent  eye.s.  But  in  the  ancient 
cloisters  of  that  old  monastery  I  watched  her  f'ce 

she  ctlH  ''  '"'"™"  ''  '^'"^'''•'"'  •~"'  ^"-^  others, 
she  could  enumerate  in   order   the   quaint   and   in 

tncate  b^lical  designs.     In  one  secluded  and  dusky 

comer  there  was  the  faint  tinkle  of  a  fountaln-a 

wonderful  fountain,  very  old,  and  copied  from  a  stil! 

Oder  Moorish  memory,  by  some  Arab  who  serv  d 

his   Norman   conquerors.     My  beautiful   girl   was  a 

picture  as  she  stood  ga.ing  at  it,  leaning^gainst  a 

shadow,  her  brown  hair  burnished  to  living  gold 

«are,   the   crowded    Corso  Vittorio   Emanu.l,;    th« 
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Quattro  Canti,  which  is  the  Piccadilly  Circus  of  the 
Sicilian  capital,  or  even  the  cathedral.  But  she  loved 
the  Villa  Giulia,  which  she  was  greatly  surprised  to 
find  a  garden,  not  knowing  that  all  gardens  are 
"  villas  "  in  Sicily ;  she  and  Aunt  Mary  went  in  alone, 
while  I  waited  outside  the  gates  in  the  car ;  but  her 
beauty  and  pretty  frock  excited  so  much  attention 
that  she  was  quite  embarrassed,  and  I  reaped  ad- 
vantage from  her  discomfiture,  being  invited  to  act 
as  guard  in  the  Botanical  Gardens.  I  begged  for  her 
Kodak  there,  to  take  a  photo  (ostensibly)  of  the  big 
buMding  devoted  to  lectures,  but  quietly  waited  until 
she  had  inadvertently  "crossed  my  path."  Then  I 
snapped  her. 

We  stayed  in  Palermo  for  th.ce  days,  and  even  so 
had  thv,  barest  glimpse  of  the  place.  If  I  have  luck, 
and  win  Her  forgiveness  first,  and  then  at  last  Her- 
self, maybe  we  shall  come  again  to  Sicily  together, 
lingering  at  all  the  places  we  are  slighting  now.  But 
dare  I  dream  of  it  ? 

On  the  fourth  day  we  set  out  for  a  visit  to  one 
of  the  show  places  of  the  island,  Girgenti  of  the 
Temples.  And  now  we  began  to  understand  why 
the  millionaire  Florio,  with  his  four  noble  motor-cars 
panting  in  their  stalls,  has  not  been  able  to  induce 
his  friends  to  stock  their  Sicilian  stables  in  the  same 
way.  We  knew  already  that  Italian  roads  were 
generally  inferior  to  French  ones ;  that  it  was  com- 
paratively difficult  to  buy  petrol,  especially  ^ood 
petrol,  or  essence,  in  Italy,  and  I  loaded  up  the  willing 
car  with  several  reserve  tins  on  leaving  the  Igiea; 
but  of  course  I  had  had  to  take  the  state  of  the 
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mo™.g  can.   but    I   was    both   obdurtr„„! 

We  started;  occasionally,  as  we  progressed  it  wa, 
necessary  to  ask  the  wa«  Tu  f™6'^^s««.  «  was 
on  foo/^„  i  .  ^^^  ^''=  peasants  we  passed 
painS  cal  "'"'^''''  °'  ^'°^'^^  '"to  their 
of  u    ?),=^^.'     ""^  '°  ^'^Pf^  '■"  ^°"der  at  sight 

warninl  the  "''  u'  *="  '°  ^''"'"'  *'  *''«=«'  -'thou 
warning,  they  couldn't  recover  themselves  in  time 
to  answer  before  we  had  sped  by  So  I  »rf„?.fT 
n-ethod  I  have  often  founrusTL.  I  LStv 
-an  at  a  distance,  singling  him  LvT^  2 
companions,  and  pointing  my  finger  straght  a^hfm 
as  I  approached.  This  excited  his  cStv  ?n^ 
"vetted  his  attention;  he  was  then  able  to Vp"' 
when  I  demanded  a  direction.  ^  ^ 

From  Palermo  on  the  north  to  GirpenH  «„  »k 
so"th  of  the  island  is  something  o^^St/m.t 

oown  road.  S.cily  ,s  poor,  and  it  could  not  but  be 
to   its   advantage  if   visitor,  came   to  it  in   lar^„ 

ouThfto  1  ^'°";'  "^  °"^  "'■^'^'^  first  LngsX 
E\i!^  .?  "  *"  '"P'"'"'  the  roads,  and  make 
th.«  decently  passable  for  carriages.  motor^arT-S 
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bicycles.  At  present  the  plan  of  mending  the  roads 
is  to  dump  down  so  much  "metal,"  and  leave  the 
local  traffic  to  grind  it  in.  As  everybody  avoids  it 
and  there  is  little  rain,  there  it  stays,  and  in  con- 
sequence patches  of  sharp,  loose  stones  lie  over  the 
roads  the  year  round.  Steer  with  all  the  skill  one 
can,  it's  impossible  always  to  dodge  the  stones,  and 
our  tyres  got  a  good  punishment. 

The  interior  of  the  island,  though  grandly  im- 
pressive, is  unusually  bare,  save  for  its  wild  flowers, 
the  ancient  forests  having  long  since  disappeared. 
Our  road  lay  for  a  time  along  the  sea,  and  then 
inland,  always  mounting  up  into  the  heart  of  the 
mountains,  by  long,  green  vallej-s  and  over  desolate 
plateaux  where  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats  grazed 
under  the  guardianship  of  wild-looking  shepherds 
and  fierce  dogs,  the  latter  violently  resenting  the 
intrusion  of  the  car  into  their  fastnesses.  We  saw 
few  people  on  the  road,  and  pressed  only  the  poorest 
villages ;  but  we  had  brought  an  excellent  luncheon 
which  we  ate  by  the  roadside,  we  three  (would  it  had 
been  two !),  alone  in  a  wide  and  solitary  landscape. 
A  very  few  years  ago  such  a  journey  as  this  across 
the  interior  of  Sicily  would  have  been  highly 
dangerous  on  account  of  brigands.  As  it  was  we 
had  scowls  from  dark-browed  men  whose  horses  took 
fright  at  us,  but  no  such  encounter  as  we  had  with 
the  peasants  in  France.  An  Englishman  at  Palermo 
who  has  lived  long  in  Sicily  warned  me  that  every 
Sicilian  carries  a  gun,  and  said  that  in  the  wild 
interior  they  would  very  likely  shoot  at  the  auto- 
mobile for  the  mere  fun  of  tha  thing,  a«  they  would 
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at  any  other  strange  beast  that  was  new  to  them. 
This  wasn't  encouraging  to  hear.  But  though  we 
met  some  truculent-looliing  fellows  on  the  road,  their 
sentiments  towards  us  seemed  to  be  those  of  wonder 
rather  than  animosity. 

The  sun  was  sinking  in  a  haze  of  rose  and  gold 
as  we  came  to  the  crest  of  the  long  hill  on  which 
stands  the  town  of  Girgenti,  passed  through  it,  and 
coasted  down  to  the  Hotel  des  Temples.  Beyond 
the  hotel,  which  stands  isolated  between  the  town 
and  the  sea,  we  saw  suddenly  the  great  Temple  of 
Concord,  a  lonely  and  magnificent  monument.  It 
affects  the  imagination  as  Stonehenge  does  when 
you  see  it  for  the  first  time.  The  red  rays  of  the 
sun  shone  aslant  upon  its  splendid  amber-coloured 
pillars  and  colossal  pediments,  revealing  every  detail 
of  the  pure  Doric  architecture.  When  the  smiling 
Signor  Gagliardi  had  received  us  and  allotted  rooms 
to  the  party  (the  best  in  the  house  for  the  American 
ladies  on  their  automobile,  and  a  little  one  for  the 
chauffeur),  I  strolled  in  the  fragrant  old  garden,  and 
leaning  on  the  balustrade  by  the  ancient  well  of 
carved  stone,  looked  long  over  this  wonderful  plateau 
above  the  sea,  where  once  stood  perhaps  the  finest 
assemblage  of  Greek  temples  the  world  has  ever 
seen.  Next  morning  we  went  down  to  see  the 
temples  at  close  quarters.  I  had  been  warned  that 
the  road  would  be  too  rough  for  an  automobile ;  but 
a  gallant  Napier  which  had  passed  through  the  forest 
of  the  Landes  and  braved  the  dragon's  teeth  sown 
on  the  roads  of  Sicily's  fastnesses  was  not  to  be 
dismayed  by  a  few  jolting  miles.     Everyone  in  the 
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hotel — English,  American,  German — came  out  to  see 
us  start,  predicting  that  if  we  came  back  the  car 
wouldn't,  or  if  //  came  back,  it  would  be— so  to 
speak — over  our  dead  bodies.  Aunt  Mary  was  so 
much  impressed  by  these  dark  prophecies  that  she 
refused  to  accompany  us,  and  engaged  one  of  the 
odd  little  carriages  from  the  ancient  town  of  Girgenti 
bristling  on  the  height  above  our  hotel.  Thus  it  came 
about  that  I  had  my  Goddess  to  myself,  and  in  her 
congenial  company  I  hardly  knew  whether  the  road 
was  rough  or  no.  Certainly  the  good  Napier  did  not 
complain,  and  as  for  the  tyres,  the  roads  of  Central 
Sicily  had  made  them  callous. 

I  thought  then  that  never  was  such  a  day  in  the 
memory  of  man  ;  but  several  days  have  come  and 
gone  since  —  also  with  her,  and  a  man's  opinion 
changes.  I  knew  that  in  the  society  of  no  one  else 
would  there  have  hovered  such  a  glamour  over  the 
ruins  of  Greek  glory.  Five  noble  temples  they  are, 
my  Montie,  of  which  two  are  almost  perfect;  the 
others  pathetic  relics  of  past  grandeur,  with  their 
heaped,  fallen  columns.  There  they  stand— or  lie 
prone  with  here  and  there  a  majestic  pillar  pointing 
skyward— in  a  stately  row  between  the  brilliant  blue 
sea  and  the  billowing  flower-starred  plain  on  the  one 
side,  the  hills  and  the  grim  city,  like  a  crow's  nest, 
on  the  other.  Their  sandstone  columns  hold  oyster 
and  scallop  shells  fro.n  prehistoric  ages,  while  here 
and  there  a  broken  vein  of  coralline  stf.ins  the  dun 
surface  as  if  with  blood.  Below  the  towering  temples 
are  shimmering  olive  trees,  silver-green  as  they  quiver 
in  the  warm  breeze,  and  on  this  day  of  ours  a  myriad 
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budding  almond -blossoms  were  breaking  at  their 
massive  feet  in  rosy  foam.  All  the  ground  was 
carpeted  with  yellow  daisies,  pimpernel,  and  iris 
blue-grey  as  my  lady's  eyes.  Together  we  pictured 
processions  of  men  and  maidens,  white-robed,  bearins 
urns  and  waving  garlands  of  roses,  chanting  psans 
in  slow  ascent  of  the  amber-hued  temple  steps.  We 
also  were  in  a  mood  to  sing  praises  as  we  drove  back 
to  the  friendly  hotel  in  its  high  eyrie  of  garden 

In  the  afternoon,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  we  went  up 
into  the  town-It  is  a  bleak  and  gruesome  memory 
and  next  day  we  had  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles' 
drive  to  Catania,  our  faces  turned  towards  Etna  the 
Queen  of  Sicily,  which  we  had  not  yet  seen,' but 
onged  to  see.  In  vi^w  of  the  awful  roads  we  were 
hkely  to  encounter,  I  had  asked  the  ladies  if  they 
would  mind  starting  at  seven.  They  were  ready  on 
the  mmute,  and  I  think  they  were  repaid  by  the 
beauty  of  the  newly  waked  morning,  bathed  in 
diamond-dew,  and  pearly  with  sunrise. 

Again  we  drove  through  strange  country,  sterile 
save  for  the  crowding  prickly  pears  with  their  leerine 
gr^n  faces,  tangled  garlands  of  pink,  wild  geranium 
and  a  blaze  of  poppies  spreading  over  the  meadow- 
land  like  a  running  flame.  We  penetrated  the  heart 
of  Sicily,  wound  through  her  undulating  valleys  and 
were  frowned  on  by  her  ruined  robber-castles  •  but 
the  towns  were  discouragingly  squalid,  for  much  of 
our  way  led  through  the  sulphur-mine  district 

The  true  interest  of  that  day  came  when  from  afar 
off  we  descried  twin  mountains,  each  bearing  on 
Its  summit  a  huddled  town.    My  midnight  studies 
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warned  me  that  they  were  Castrogiovanni  and 
Calascibetta,  and  I  had  suggested  to  Miss  Randolph 
on  starting  that  even  at  the  risk  of  having  to  drive 
to  Catania  in  the  dark,  we  should  not  miss  a  visit 
to  Castrogiovanni.  At  Palermo  she  had  bought 
Douglas  Sladen's  book,  In  Sicily,  and  Miss  Lorimer's 
travel -romance,  By  the  Walers  of  Sicily,  so  that  she 
was  already  fired  at  the  name  of  Castrogiovanni, 
and  needed  no  persuasion  from  me  to  turn  aside  to 
scale  the  ancient  rock-fortress  that  marks  the  very 
centre  of  the  island.  I  am  pretty  sure  that  never 
before  has  a  motor-car  climbed  that  winding  road, 
and  I  think  the  whole  population  turned  out  and  ran 
at  our  heels  as  we  drove  slowly  through  the  sombre, 
wind-swept,  eagle-eyrie  of  a  town.  As  it  happened, 
the  day  was  overcast,  and  scudding  clouds  drifted 
coldly  across  the  mountain  -  top,  showing  us  the 
reason  for  the  great  blue  hoods  that  the  men  wear 
over  their  heads,  their  Saracenic  faces  peering  out 
as  from  a  cave.  We  alighted  in  the  market-place, 
and  leaned  on  the  balustrade  to  see  the  tremendous 
view — all  Sicily  spread  out  below  us,  gleaming  with 
opaline  lights  and  shadows.  Hundreds  of  people 
clustered  curiously  round  us  and  watched  with  dark, 
lustrous  eyes,  as  if  we  had  been  beings  from  another 
world.  We  tried  to  ignore  all  these  silent  watchers, 
who.  Aunt  Mary  said,  gave  her  "  a  creepy  feeling  in 
her  spine,"  and  gazed  out  over  the  tumbled  moun- 
tains of  Sicily. 

Suddenly  a  shaft  of  sunlight  broke  through  the 
clouds  and  descended  to  earth  like  a  golden  ladder. 
It  was  the  signal  for  a  transformation  scene.    The 
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white  mists  coiling  round  us,  disappeared ;  the  clouds 
floated  away  before  a  breath  of  balmy  wind,  and  the 
landscape  lay  b-ight  and  clear  at  our  feet.  Then 
"Oh!  What  is  that?"  exclaimed  Miss  Randolph 
I  followed  the  glance  of  her  eyes,  and  fa'  away  there 
was  a  great  white  floating  cone  of  pearl  soaring  up 
into  the  sky.     Ves,  it  was  Etna ! 

At  Castrogiovanni  there  is  no  inn  where  a  lady 
can  stay,  so  when  we  had  seen  the  view  there  was 
nothmg  more  to  keep  us.     I  had  stopped  the  motor 
when  we  left  the  car,  and  everyone  crowded  eagerly 
round   us   as   the   ladies   mounted    to    their    places 
Their  amazement  when  they  saw  me  start  ti.e  motor 
with  one  turn  of  the  handle  was  immense.     A  kind 
of  awed   murmur   went    up   from   the   crowd;    and 
when,  with  a  warning  blast  on   the  horn,    I    drove 
slowly  throu-h  their  parting  ranks,  circled  round  in 
the    market-place,    just    avo  ding    a    procession    of 
masked   Misericordia,  and  putting  on  speed,  passed 
swiftly  through  the  streets,  with  a  great  shout  every- 
one  started  to  run  after  the  car.     We  distanced  them 
easily     (Miss     Randolph     imprudently     showering 
pennies),  ami  ran  at  a  fair  pace  down  the  winding 
road  that  led  to  the  valley     Looking  up,  we  could 
see  the  terraces  and  every  window   of  the   houses 
alive   with    wondering   heads.       Castrogiovanni    will 
remember   for   many   a   day   the   visit    of  the   first 
motor-car  to  its  hlsturic  hei,.,hts. 

Catania  is,  I  think,  memorable  to  T'iss  Randolph 
merely  because  she  bought  there  at  a  tiny  but 
famous  shop  incredible  quantities  of  curious  Sicilian 
amber,    streaked    green     with     sulphur,    absolutely 
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unique,  and  valued  as  a  luck-bringer.  She  says  that 
she  has  a  "  pocket-piece "  for  each  one  of  her  moi 
intimate  friends  in  New  York.  Judging  by  the 
provision  made,  the  name  of  these  intimates  must 
be  legion.  Apart  from  her  opinion,  however,  I 
humbly  venture  to  think  that  Catania  has  its  points, 
if  only  people  stopped  long  enough  to  see  them, 
which  they  don't,  Catania  being  the  Basle  of  Sicily — 
the  place  of  departure  for  somewhere  else.  In  our 
case  the  somewhere  else  was  Siracusa. 

Now  the  Goddess  had  been  looking  forward  to 
Siracusa ;  I'm  not  sure  that  she  was  not  by  way 
of  regarding  her  whole  past  as  working  slowly  up  to 
a  sight  of  that  place,  since  she  had  come  to  think  of 
it  She  had  made  up  her  royal  mind  to  stop  there 
some  time,  dreaming  in  the  quarries  where  the  seven 
thousand  Greeks  languished  in  captivity  while  the 
Siracusan  beauties,  under  red  umbrellas,  derided  or 
brazenly  admired  them.  She  had,  so  to  speak,  made 
a  note  of  Dionysius'  Ear,  and  the  Greek  and  Roman 
theatres,  and  already  she  had  bought  a  photograph 
of  a  strange,  Dantesque  den  in  the  rocks  which 
resembled  Hades  and  was  called  Paradise.  She 
planned  an  excursion  up  the  little  river  Anapo  to  see 
the  papyrus,  and  thi  deep  blue  pool  of  jewelled  fish 
at  the  source ;  and  there  were  various  drives  and 
walks  which,  she  thought,  -vould  keep  her  at  the 
Villa  Politi  at  least  a  week.  But,  on  my  part,  I  was 
equally  determined  that  she  should  not  stop  an  hour 
over  the  two  days  I  had  grudgingly  allotted  her. 
Not  that  I  wasn't  interested  in  Siracusa ;  I  was, 
intensely,  but   I   was  and   am  a  good   deal    more 
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faterested  in  her  and  the  canying  out  of  my  own 
secret  plans,  which  can  best  be  accomplished  with 
Oie  aid  of  a  sympathetic  mother.  I  wanted  to  reach 
Taormina  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  be  on  the  spot 
when  the  mater  .  rrJvfcs.  Naturally  I  did  not  openly 
oppose  the  will  of  a  mere  Brown  against  that  of 
Brown's  mistress.  I  merely  hinted  that  there  was 
said  to  be  a  good  deal  of  white  dust  in  Siracusa, 
and  that  it  was  hot  I  also  mentioned,  inadvertently, 
that  in  some  of  the  hotels  there  were  mice.  It  was 
a  blow  to  hear  that  Miss  Randolph  liked  mice;  but 
there  was  encouragement  in  Aunt  Mary's  "Oh I"  of 
horror ;  and  I  lived  in  hope. 

In  order  not  to  waste  a  moment,  I  turned  the  car 
aside  on    the  way    to   Siracusa,  and  drove  along 
a  white  road  between  olive-clad  hilL'  to  the  ancient 
Greek    stronghold   of  Fort   Euryelus,   which    once 
guarded  the  western  extremity  of  that  great  table- 
land which  was  the  splendid  city  of  Siracusa.    You 
who  know  your  Tbucydides  better  than  I  do,  are 
probably  well  up  in  all  the  thrilling  events  which 
took  place  there  four  hundred  years  before  Christ ; 
but  the  Goddess  depended  largely  upon  my  lips  for 
bread-crumbs  of  knowledge,  and  her  awed  interest 
in  the  perfecUy  preserved   magazines  for  food,  the 
subterranean  galleries,  and  the  secret  sallyport  be- 
trayed to  the  enemy  by  a  traitor,  was  pretty  to  see. 
From  a  tower  of  piled  stones  I  pointed  away  towards 
Etna  with  Taormina  at  its  feet  and  said,  "  There- 
there  lies  t!  e  beauty-spot  of  Sicily."     Thus  I  got 
in  my  entering  wedge. 
It  wai  four  o'clock  when  we  finally  reached  Stracllal^ 
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but  I  took  my  lady  and  her  aunt  for  a  gUmp»e  of 
Arethusa's  fountain  in  the  town  before  driving  them 
into  perhaps  the  most  wonderful  garden  in  the  worlu 
—the  double  garden  of  the  Villa  Politi.  It  is  double 
because  the  heights,  on  a  level  with  the  white  bal- 
conied hotel,  bloom  with  flowers  and  billow  with 
waving  olive  trees  j  while  down  below,  far  below,  lie 
the  haunted  quarries,  starry  now  in  their  tragic 
shadows  with  the  golden  spheres  of  oranges.  The 
latomia  forms  a  subterranean  garden ;  when  the 
brilliant  flower-beds  above  are  scintillating  with  noon- 
day heat,  down  there,  under  the  orange  trees  with 
their  white  blosr  "ns,  it  is  always  »ool  and  dim,  with 
a  green  light  l!k»   x  garden  under  the  sea. 

The  quarry  is  deep,  with  sheer  white  walls  overgrown 
with  ivy  and  purple  bougainvillxa.  It  is  of  enormous 
extent,  winding  irregularly,  crossed  here  and  there 
by  a  slight  bridge,  and  the  hotel  stands  on  the  very 
edge.  Far  away  lies  Siracusa,  a  streak  of  pearl 
against  the  deep  indigo  of  the  sea.  We  went  down 
into  the  latomia  and  wandered  into  its  most  secret 
places.  But  when  we  came  upon  a  pile  of  skulls 
Aunt  Mary  beat  a  retreat  The  ghosts  of  the  tor- 
tured Greeks  naunted  the  place,  she  vowed,  and  lest 
she  should  be  lost  in  the  labyrinth  of  the  quarry,  she 
had  to  be  escorted  up  to  the  world  of  mortals. 

Next  day  we  did  most  of  the  things  that  Miss 
Randolph  had  set  her  heart  on,  but  not  all.  My 
alluring  picture  of  Taormina  consoled  her  for  what 
she  had  to  miss,  and  she  consented  to  be  torn  away 
on  the  following  morning. 

Our  drive  to-day  has  been  a  scamper  through 
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Paradise.  The  road  we  took  wound  through  orange 
groves,  the  sea  lay  glittering  below  us.  mountains 
towering  above,  each  hill-top  crested  with  a  ruin 
which  had  crumbled  to  decay  when  the  world  was 
young.  My  Goddess  said  that  she  had  never  known 
how  much  truer  than  history  mythology  was  until 
this  magic  morning.  Why,  we  saw  the  rocks  that 
Polyphemus  threw  after  Ulysses,  and  the  scene  of 
Acis  love,  and  always  before  us.  beckoning  us  on 
was  the  white,  hovering  cone  of  Etna. 

At  last  we  struck  the  little  station  of  Giardi.ii  on 
the  coast,  the  nearest  to  Taormina,  which  lies  some 
hundreds  of  feet  above  on  a  high  shoulder  of  the 
mountains.    An  exquisite  road,  engineered  in  gradual 
cunres,  winds   upwards  along  the  mountain  breast 
and  as  usual  the  Napier  took  it  at  an  easy  ten  miles' 
an  hour,  and  could  have  done  it  faster  if  I  had  let 
her.    The  view  grew  fairer  and  fairer  as  we  mounted 
and  the  coastline  disclosed  itself  to  north  and  south' 
In  some  three  miles  we  were  at  the  gate  of  the  town 
Taormina  is  practically  a  long,  straight  street,  at  one 
end  the  Timeo,  at  the  other  the  San  Domenico.    It  is 
simply  a  Sicilian  village,  with  its  Norman  fountain 
and  Its  crumbling  palaces,  but  with  a  history  that 
goes  back  to  Greece  in  its  prime.     Above  rises  on 
a  splendid  height  the  old  Castello ;  further  inland 
and  higher  still,  is  the  wild  village  of  Mola  peeping 
over  the  edge  of  a  precipice  that  overhangs  the  valley. 
Twenty  miles  away  floats  the  stately  cone  of  Etna. 
It  IS  a  place  of  entrancing  beauty,  and  the  gem  of  it 
all  IS  the  ancient  Greek  theatre.     I  suppose  that  no- 
where in  the  world  have  nature  and  the  noblest  art 


i-!i 


I    i 


320  THE  LIGHTNING  CONDUCTOR 

that  ever  adorned   the  earth  combined  in  a   more 
perfect  picture. 

The  resting-place  chosen  by  Miss  Randolph  is  not 
out  of  that  picture,  but  a  part  of  it.  For  five  hundred 
years  it  was  a  monastery.  How  well  tliose  goo<l  old 
monks  knew  how  to  do  themselves  1  They  laid  out 
a  fairy  garden  on  a  j  racious  headland  above  the  sea, 
overlooking  a  panorama  the  most  beautiful  in  Sicily. 
They  planted  it  thick  with  orange  and  lemon  trees 
and  flowers  as  sweet  as  bloomed  in  Eden.  Now  the 
monks  are  banished,  but  the  garden  remains,  and 
their  old  home  (with  its  lovely  cloisters,  its  long,  dim 
corridors  panelled  with  painted  saints,  its  tiled  rooms 
and  deep -set  windows)  opens  hospitable  doors  to 
strangers. 

Aunt  Mary  is  delighted  with  the  San  Eomenico, 
because  a  "  real  live  prince "  is  her  landlord.  Even 
the  Goddess  says  that  it  makes  her  feel  more  than 
ever  that  she  is  living  in  a  fairy  story.  Now,  if  only 
the  fairy  godmother  will  come  along  to-morrow,  and 
waving  her  wand  over  Brown,  transform  him  into  a 
worthier  hero  of  that  story,  and  soften  the  heart  of 
the  Princess!  Do  you  think  it  will  be  so?  In  any 
event,  it  has  done  me  good  to  write  you  this.  If  all 
goes  well  I'll  wire.  I  don't  think  there's  much  sleep 
for  me  to-night  As  soon  as  there's  a  chance  that 
the  mater  can  have  arrived  I  shall  go  down  to  Santa 
Margherita,  Sir  Evelyn  Haines'  place,  and  have  it 
out  with  her. 

Your  somewhat  distracted  but  faithful  friend. 

Jack. 


MISS  SYBIL  BARROW  TO  HER  SCHOOL  FRIEND. 

MISS  MINNIE  HOBSON,  OF  EDGBASTON, 

BIRMINGHAM 

Santa  Margherita, 

Taormima,  Sicily, 

January  aS. 
My  darling  Min, 

VTou  were  a  saucy  girl  to  chaff  me  like  that 
about  the  Honourable  Mr.  Winston.  It  didn't  matter 
one  bit  to  me  whether  we  got  to  l<now  him  or  not 
Why  should  it  ?  Even  when  he  comes  into  the  title 
he'll  only  be  a  viscount,  and  Lord  Brighthelmstoii 
may  live  for  years,  't  wasn't  to  meet  him  that  we 
joined  the  viscountess,  though  I  shouldn't  wonder  if 
1  e  hail  something  up  her  slix've  when  she  asked  us 
^''  .•  ,Ai  i.er  in  Cannes.  Anyway,  she'd  taken  a  tre- 
mendous fancy  tt.  me.  We  got  on  awfully  well 
together  at  first,  but  she  needs  a  lot  of  living  up  to, 
and  if  she  hadn't  held  a  sort  of  salon  everywhere 
we've  been,  with  all  kinds  of  swells,  home-made  and 
foreign,  kootooing  to  her,  and  being  introductd  to  us, 
I  don't  know  but  I  should  have  persuaded  Pa  to 
drop  the  whole  business  long  ago.  She's  a  nice  old 
lady,  but  sometimes,  when  you  let  yourself  go,  and 
are  having  a  ripping  time,  she  freezes  up  and  locks  at 
you  as  if  you  were  some  unknown  species  of  animal 
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in  the  Zoo.  That's  what  I  mean  when  I  say  she 
wants  a  lot  of  living  up  to ;  and  more  than  once  in 
the  last  two  months  or  so  I'd  have  given  my  boots  if 
Pa  and  I  hadn't  bound  ourselves  to  travel  about  with 
her,  but  had  gone  off  on  our  own,  with  a  courier,  like 
that  handsome  one  I  sent  you  the  snapshot  of  with 
the  Yankee  girl  at  Blois.  Well,  anyhow,  it's  all  come 
to  an  end  now  ;  and  she's  introduced  us  to  dozens  of 
smart  people,  so  there's  nothing  to  regret. 

Pa  and  I  are  going  back  to  Naples  to-morrow  or 
the  day  after,  and  so  home  to  England.  Give  me 
London  I  I'm  dying  for  a  good  game  of  ping  pong. 
I  asked  them  to  get  it  at  the  Grand  Hotel  in  Rome, 
but  the  silly  things  didn't.  Addie  Johnson  has 
written  and  asked  me  to  a  swell  dance  she's  giving 
at  the  Kensington  Town  Hall ;  1  hope  we  can  get 
back  in  time ;  and  I  may  be  able  to  take  a  charming 
cavalier  with  me.  But  I'll  tell  you  about  him  later. 
We've  been  having  scenes  of  great  excitement  for 
the  last  few  days,  which  have  helped  me  to  get 
through  the  time  in  Sicily,  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  pretty  slow,  as  I  don't  care  for  country, 
abroad  or  at  home.  Besides,  the  oranges  and  lemons 
keep  falling  on  your  head,  and  at  night  you  have  to 
throw  gravel  at  the  nightingales  to  keep  the  noisy 
creatures  still.     I  collected  some  on  purpose. 

Well,  I  told  you  how  vexed  Lady  B.  was  because 
"Jack,"  as  she  calls  him,  couldn't  get  to  Cannes.  He 
was  always  writing  from  different  places  and  making 
excuses,  till  Pa  said  in  his  joking  way,  he'd  bet  that 
"Jack  was  up  to  some  game  of  his  own,"  and  my 
lady  didn't  like  that  a  little  bit     Finally,  when  Pa 
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id  I  got  sick  of  Cannes,  which  is  too  far  from 
Monte  Carlo  to  be  lively,  we  all  went  on  to  Rome 
That  was  just  after  my  last  epistle  to  you.  It  rained 
cats  and  dogs  in  Rome,  and  I  never  went  into  a 
single  church,  not  even  St.  Peter's.  We  planned  to 
wait  for  "Jack,"  but  your  letter  came,  and  I  was 
afraid  there  might  be  something  in  that  joke  of  yours 
about  his  trying  to  keep  out  of  my  way,  and  I  was 
bound  he  shouldn't  think  I  was  after  him.  There's 
as  good  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever  came  out  of  it  for 
a  girl  who  can  bait  her  hook  as  I  can.  So  when 
Lady  B.'s  neuralgia  got  bad,  we  proposed  Naples, 
and  it  was  very  nice.  But  she  is  a  fussy  old  thing 
and  couldn't  let  well  alone;  she'd  seen  Naples  and 
hadn't  seen  Sicily.  Nothing  would  do  but  we  should 
"  run  over."  I  would  have  put  my  foot  down  on  that, 
but  Lady  B.  mentioned  that  she  had  a  friend  at  some 
place  called  Taormina,  an  English  baronet  with  a 
lovely  house,  who  always  had  a  lot  of  nice  people 
staying  with  him.  And  she  said  she'd  often  been 
invited,  and  would  get  an  invitation  for  us  all  for 
a  few  days  if  wed  go.  1  thought  we  might  meet 
someone  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  us  to  know,  so 
I  consented  ;  but  we  were  to  go  first  to  Palermo  and 
Siracusa,  and  work  on  to  Taormina  by  the  time  our 
invitation  arrived. 

Palermo  wasn't  so  bad.  I  never  saw  so  many 
young  men  in  my  life,  all  very  dark,  with  enormous 
eyes,  and  little  moustaches  and  canes,  both  of  which 
they  twirled  a  good  deal  when  they  looked  at  anyone 
they  admired.  But  Syracuse  was  awful.  I  daresay 
it  was  nice  enough  when  you  could  be  a  tyrant  and 
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cut  off  your  enemies'  heads,  and  build  gold  statues 
to  yourself;  but  tyrants  are  out  of  their  job  now, 
and  things  have  been  allowed  to  go  down  a  good 
deal  since  their  day.  I  nearly  cried  when  I  saw  what 
sort  of  hole  it  was,  but  our  invitation  to  Sir  Evelyn 
Haines'  (which  we  found  waiting  for  us)  wasn't  for 
that  day,  but  the  next.  It  was  settled  that  we  should 
go  on  by  the  first  train  in  the  morning,  when  a  tele- 
gram arrived  for  Lady  B.  She  was  in  a  twitter,  and 
gave  it  to  Pa  to  read,  and  say  what  he  thought.  It 
was  sent  from  Naples  by  a  perfect  stranger  to  her, 
who  signed  his  name  James  Van  Wyck  Payne  ;  and 
as  nearly  as  I  can  remember,  it  said,  "  Beg  that  you 
will  receive  me  at  Syracuse.  Have  travelled  on  from 
Piome  on  purpose  immediately  on  learning  your 
address.  Have  news  of  vital  importance  to  give  you 
about  your  son." 

Lady  B.  couldn't  think  what  it  all  meant ;  but  she 
was  anxious,  and  we  were  curious.  She  and  Pa 
calculated  times,  and  discovered  that  if  we  went 
away  by  the  first  train  we  would  miss  the  mysterious 
Mr.  Payne,  so  it  was  decided  that  we  must  wait  till 
the  next,  and  a  telegram  was  sent  to  an  address  in 
Naples  to  that  effect. 

In  the  morning,  as  early  as  he  could,  he  arrived.  I 
was  on  the  verandah  of  the  hotel,  watching,  dressed  in 
my  travelling  frock,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  get  off  by 
the  next  train.  When  a  stranger  came  running  up 
tne  steps  asking  for  Lady  Brighthelmston,  you  can 
believe  I  kept  my  eyes  open,  though  I  pretended  to 
be  reading  an  awfully  exciting  book  of  Guy  Booth- 
b/s — really  great  I     He  was  young,  and  evidently 
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Amttican.  but  very  handsome,  and  the  best  of  form  • 
blond,  tall,  and   smooth-faced,  with  such  a  clever 
expression,  and  unfathomabU  eyes.     He  was  shown 
m ;   but  as  Lady  B.'s  sitting-room   had  a  window 
openmg  on  the  verandah,  with  the  blinds  only  half 
shut,  I  could   presently  hear   from   where   I   sat  a 
murmur  of  voices  which  I  knew  to  be  hers  and  his 
Just  as  Pa  had  joined  me,  and  was  askii^  whether 
the  gentleman  had  turned  up  yet,  there  came  a  stifled 
shnek  from  Lady  B.'s  room.    We  jumped  up,  rushed 
to  the  wmdow,  and  met  her  there  as  she  v«  running 
out  to  call  us,  crying,  with  Mr.  Payne  at  her  back 
We  went  m,  and  she  made  him  tell  his  story,  which 
was  very  complicated.      However,  we  soon  under- 
stood that  the  Honourable  Mr.  Winston's  chauffeur 
had  stolen  his  motor-car,  and  his  watch  (which  Mr 
I'ayne  had  got  out  of  pawn  and  shown  to  Lady  B) 
and  his  clothes,  and  probably  murdered  him.  Lady  b' 
hadnt  had  any  letter  for  ages;    she  had  supposed 
that  was  because  she  was  travelling  about  so  much 
lately  and  had  missed  them,  but  now  she  saw  that 
anytlung  might  easily  have   happened   to  her   son 
Everything  was  frightfully  confused    and  exciting 
and  while  Pa  tried  to  soothe  Lady  B,  Mr.  Payne 
and  I  stepped  out  on  the  verandah  to  talk  things 
over  quietly,  as  I  had  kept  my  head.     He  showed 
wonderful  detective  gifts,  and  from  some  details  he 
told  me  about  the  girl  and  a  middle-aged  American 
lady,  friends  of  his,  whom  the  chauffeur  had  deceived 
I  began  to  think  it  might  be  the  party  I  had  seen  in 
Blois  only  with  a  different  car ;  but  that,  as  I  said  to 
Mr.  Payne,  must  have  been  before  any  tragedy  had 
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taken  place.  He  thought  I  was  probably  right  about 
the  identity;  and  to  maks  sure,  I  went  upstairs  to 
one  of  my  boxes  which  wasn't  locked  yet,  and  rooted 
out  the  negative  of  that  Kodak  I  sent  you  from 
Blois.  We  looked  at  the  film  together,  each  holding 
it  with  one  Iiand  to  keep  it  fron-  <:urling,  and  Mr. 
Payne  exclaimed,  "  That's  the  man  I  that's  the 
scoundrell"  I  had  thought  the  face  awfully  good- 
looking,  but  't  didn't  seem  the  same  to  me  then, 
and  I  had  to  admit  it  might  be  that  of  a  murderer. 
I  proposed  showing  it  to  Lady  B.,  but  she  was  fright- 
fully upset  already ;  and  Mr.  Payne  said  he  didn't 
see  iiat  it  would  do  any  good  to  harrow  up  her 
feelings  still  more  now,  and  perhaps  if  we  did  she 
wouldn't  be  able  to  undertake  a  journey.  If  he'd 
known  in  time  that  we  were  going  on  to  Taormina, 
he  wouldn't  have  kept  us  at  Syracuse,  but  would 
have  joined  us  at  Taormina;  for  he  had  ne«'s  that 
Miss  Randolph,  that  stuck-up  American  girl,  and 
her  aunt  had  just  arrived  there  the  night  before,  with 
poor  Mr.  Winston's  stolen  car,  which  the  wicked 
chauffeur  was  driving.  He — Mr.  Payne,  I  mean — 
had  writt'm  from  Rome  to  the  girl's  father  in  New 
York,  that  she  was  in  the  power  of  an  abandoned 
rufHan,  and  the  father  had  started  off  to  the  rescue 
the  very  day  after  receiving  the  letter.  He  had 
cabled  to  Mr.  Payne  in  Rome,  and  the  message  had 
been  forwarded  to  Naples,  but  in  that  way  they  had 
missed  each  other,  and  Mr.  Payne  only  knew  that 
the  old  man  had  been  following  the  girl  about  from 
pillar  to  post ;  that  he'd  heard  in  Naples  that  she'd 
gone  to  Palermo,  .xA  had  proceeded  there  himself. 
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Probably,  when  he  found  that  she  had  left,  "f  the 
hotel  people  could  tell  him  where  she  was  likely  to 
be  by  this  time,  he  >vouldn't  wait  for  an  ordinary 
train,  but  would  take  a  special.  Mr.  Payne  said  he 
was  that  kind  of  man ;  and  if  Lady  B.  would  go  on 
now  by  the  next  train  to  Taormina,  everybody  might 
confront  the  chauffeur  and  denounce  him  at  once. 
By  everybody  he  meant  himself,  Lady  B.,  and  this 
Mr.  Randolph,  of  New  York.  I  was  very  much 
interested,  of  course,  and  naturally  wanted  to  be  in 
at  the  death,  which  Mr.  Payne  seemed  quite  pleased 
to  have  me  do,  for  we  had  by  this  time  made  up 
great  friends ;  we  seemed  so  congenial  in  many  ways, 
and  he  knows  such  quantities  of  swell  people  every- 
where. The  Duke  of  Burford  is  a  great  chum  of 
his,  and  so  is  that  handsome  Lord  Lane  that  you 
were  wild  to  meet  last  year  and  couldn't  get  to  know. 
But  perhaps  you  shall  yet,  dear.     Who  can  tell  ? 

Poor  Lady  B.  was  as  weak  as  a  rag,  but  determined 
on  revenge,  and  Pa  kept  her  up  on  a  raw  egg  in 
wine.  We  took  the  train  for  Taormina.  It  was  a 
strange  journey.  We  four  reserved  a  carriage  for 
ourselves,  and  Lady  B.  asked  questions  till  she  was 
too  exhausted  to  speak.  Then  she  sat  with  her  eyes 
shut,  and  salts  to  her  nose,  trying  to  strengthen  her- 
self for  what  was  to  come,  while  Mr.  Payne  and  I 
talked  in  low  voices  about  people  he  knew.  Some- 
times I  intimated  I  knew  them,  too,  and  others  still 
more  swell,  for  I  didn't  like  to  seem  out  of  it ;  and 
luckily  I'd  read  a  great  deal  about  them  in  the 
Society  papers,  so  I  was  never  at  a  loss. 
Mr.  Payne  was  in  communication  with  the  American 
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girl's  aunt,  who  was  partly  in  his  confidence  ;  and 
he  knew  from  her  that  they  would  be  at  the  San 
Domenico,  at  Taormina.  It  was  afternoon  when  we 
arrived,  and  as  we  didn't  want  to  waste  a  moment,  we 
drove  past  the  very  house  where  we  were  invited  to 
stay,  up  to  the  San  Domenico,  where  the  wretched 
pretender  was  to  be  run  to  earth.  It  was  a  very  long, 
mountainous  drive,  and  Lady  B.  was  trembling  with 
excitement  She  wanted  to  have  it  out  of  the  man 
what  he  had  done  with  her  son,  and,  I  do  believe,  if 
it  had  been  back  in  old  times,  she  would  have  been 
in  a  mood  to  put  out  his  eyes  with  red-hot  irons,  or 
flay  him  alive  to  make  him  confess.  She  didn't  say 
much,  but  her  eyes  were  bright,  and  there  was  such 
a  flush  of  excitement  on  her  face  that  she  looked 
quite  pretty  and  almost  young. 

At  last  we  got  up  to  the  hotel,  and  had  to  walk 
through  two  courtyards;  for  it  used  to  be  a  monastery, 
and  is  very  quaintly  built.  A  porter  walked  up  to 
see  what  we  wanted,  and  Mr.  Payne  asked  for  Miss 
Randolph  and  Miss  Kedison.  The  man  said  they 
had  gone  out  on  donkeys  for  an  excursion  up  in  the 
mountains  to  a  place  called  Mola,  which  we  could 
see  from  the  hotel,  overhanging  a  precipice.  He 
said  they  hadn't  been  gone  long,  and  probably 
wouldn't  be  back  for  at  least  two  hours.  Then 
Mr.  Payne  inquired  if  their  chauffeur  who  drove 
their  motor-car  was  staying  at  the  hotel,  and  if  he 
had  gone  with  the  ladies. 

The  porter  answered  that  the  chai^eur  was  at 
another  hotel,  and  that  he  had  not  joined  the  ex- 
clusion, but  he  had  seen  the  ladies  off  with  their 
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donkeys  and  guide.  When  the  man  began  to  under- 
stand  that  we  were  all  more  interested  in  the  where- 
abouts of  the  chauffeur  than  of  the  mistresses,  he 
added  that  one  of  the  servants  of  the  hotel  who  had 
just  been  down  to  the  station  had  mentioned  meeting 
the  chauffeur  in  very  smart  clothes  (quite  different 
from  when  he  had  been  with  the  ladies)  going  down 
the  hill  towards  Santa  Margherita,  Sir  Evelyn  Haines' 
house,  where  there  was  a  big  reception  on. 

While  we  were  talking  another  man  came  out— a 
sort  of  under-porter,  and  when  he  heard  our  porter 
telling  that  Miss  Randolph  had  gone  up  to  Mola, 
he  said  in  that  case  he  had  made  a  great  mistake, 
for  he  had  sent  an  American  gentleman  who  had 
been  mquiring  for  her  to  the  wrong  place.  He  had 
supposed  that  she  would  be  at  Sir  Evelyn  Haines' 
house,  for  a  bazaar  was  being  held  there  for  the 
benefit  of  a  charity,  and  almost  all  the  English  and 
Americans  at  the  Hotel  San  Domenico  and  the  other 
Taormina  hotels  had  gone  to  it.  The  gentleman 
seemed  in  a  great  hurry,  the  porter  had  noticed  ;  and 
he  had  said  that  he  had  come  from  Palermo  in  a 
special  train,  so  as  not  to  waste  any  time. 

"Ah.  didn't  I  tell  you  what  Chauncey  Randolph 
would  do?"  exclaimed  Mr.  Payne,  turning  to  me 
as  if  we  were  old  friends.  I  believe  Chauncey 
Randolph  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  millionaire ; 
but  I  don't  suppose  he's  got  any  more  money  or  is 
a  bit  more  important  than  Pa. 

We  had  kept  our  cab,  which  was  waiting  outside, 
and  after  a  few  minutes'  discussion  between  Lady  b! 
and  Mr.  Payne,  it  was  decided  that  we  should  driwi 
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straight  down  to  Sir  Evelyn  Haines',  where  probably 
the  horrible  chauffeur  was  audaciously  passing  him- 
self off  as  the  Honourable  Jack  Winston,  whom  Sir 
Evelyn  had  never  met. 

Just  as  Pa  was  helping  lady  B.  into  a  cab,  Mr. 
Payne  exclaimed  "  Molly  1 "  and  I  looked  over  my 
shoulder  to  see  the  stuck-up  thing  I  had  met  in 
Blois.  She  was  dressed  difTerently,  but  I  recognised 
her  at  once.  I  suppose  some  people  would  call  her 
pretty,  but  I  don't  in  the  least,  though  she  may  be 
tha  sort  of  girl  men  like.  She  was  walking,  and  her 
fat  aunt  was  hanging  on  to  her  arm,  and  an  Italian 
man  leading  two  donkeys  was  close  behind  them. 

"Why,  Jimmy!"  she  answered,  appearing  to  be 
very  surprised,  and  glancing  from  Mr.  Payne  to 
Lady  B.,  from  her  to  Pa  and  me.  She  shook  hands, 
then  walked  up  to  the  cab  to  speak  to  Lady  B.,  and 
had  begun  explaining  that  her  aunt  had  had  a  fall 
off  the  donkey  she  was  riding,  and  they  had  given 
up  their  excursion,  when  Mr.  P„yne  interrupted  her 
to  do  a  little  explaining  on  kis  side. 

$he  stood  looking  perfectly  dazed,  as  he  told  her 
how  it  was  now  proved  beyond  a  doubt  that  her 
chauffeur^  of  whom  she  thought  so  highly,  was  a 
fraudulent  villain,  a  thief,  and,  it  was  to  be  feared, 
even  worse.  He  said  that  he  had  suspected  for  some 
time,  but  now  his  suspicions  were  confirmed  by  Lady 
Brighthelmston,  who  believed  that  some  terrible  evil 
had  fallen  upon  her  son  through  this  Brown.  Miss 
Kedison  chimed  in,  and  so  did  Lady  B.,  and  I  don't 
much  wonder  that  it  took  the  girl  some  time  to 
understand  what  they  were  all  driving  at,  sharp  as 
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these  Yankee  women  are.  When  it  was  clear  what 
they  accused  the  chauffeur  of  doing,  she  said  it  was 
absolutely  impossible,  that  there  was  certainly  some 
extraordinary  misuke,  and  she  would  not  believe 
any  evil  of  Brown.  Then  Mr.  Payne  told  her  that 
anyhow  her  father  believed,  and  owing  to  a  warning 
letter,  had  come  all  the  way  from  New  York  to  take 
her  from  the  clutches  of  an  unscrupulous  scoundrel 
capable  of  anything.  She  was  surprised  at  that 
Evidently  her  father  hadn't  let  her  know  he  was 
coming.  Perhaps  he  thought  that  if  he  did,  she'd 
elope  with  the  chauffeur.  She  had  gone  from  red  to 
white,  from  white  to  red,  while  the  three  poured 
accusations  on  her  favourite;  but  when  she  heard  her 
father  was  actually  on  the  spot,  she  really  did  look 
rather  handsome  for  a  moment  It  was  as  if  a  light 
from  inside  illuminated  her  face.  "Dad  here  I"  she 
exclaimed,  with  her  eyes  shining.  "  Oh,  then  every- 
thing will  be  all  right  I     Where— where  is  he  ?  " 

"  Gone  down  to  look  for  you  at  the  house  of  Lady 
Brighthelmston's  friend,  Sir  Evelyn  Haines,  where 
your  chauffeur  is  swaggering  about  like  a  wolf  in 
sheep's  clothing  to  be  presently  delivered  into  our 
hands,"  replied  Mr.  Payne  solemnly.  "Come  with 
us,  meet  your  father,  and  be  convinced  with  your 
own  eyes  of  that  scoundrel's  guilt" 

"  If  my  father  is  there  looking  for  me,  I  will  go," 
said  the  girl.  "  Aunt  Mary,  you  had  better  stay  here 
and  lie  down." 

That  is  the  way  these  American  giris  order  their 
middle-aged  relatives  about  If  I  told  Pa  to  stop 
somewhere  and  lie  down,  he'd  tell  me  to  go  hang. 
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but  Aunt  Mary  didn't  seem  to  mind.  She  just 
bowed  to  everybody  and  trotted  away,  u  meek  as 
a  fat  white  lamb,  and  Mr.  Payne  engaged  another 
cab  for  Miss  Randolph  and  himself,  and  we  drove 
down  the  hill.  Those  two  were  in  front  of  us,  and 
I  could  see  him  talking  to  her  all  the  way  like  a 
father-confessor,  his  face  close  to  her  ear;  but  she 
never  looked  round  at  him  once. 

I  was  almost  as  much  excited  as  Lady  B.  by  the 
time  we  stopped  at  the  gate  of  Sir  Evelyn  Haines' 
house,  which  used  to  be  a  monastery.  Most  things 
in  Sicily  seem  to  have  been  monasteries  or  palaces. 
Our  luggage  had  been  sent  straight  up  there  from 
the  railway  station  in  another  cab,  for  owing  to 
Lady  B.'s  state  of  mind  at  Syracuse,  no  word  had 
been  sent  as  to  what  train  we  would  arrive  by.  You 
don't  drive  in,  for  it  isn't  a  modern  gentleman's  place 
at  all,  but  has  been  left  as  much  as  possible  as  it  was 
in  old,  old  days.  We  walked.  Lady  B.  leaning  on 
Pa's  arm,  I  by  her  other  side,  and  Mr.  Payne  behinc 
us  with  Miss  Randolph,  because  she  wouldn't  p..- 
ahead,  though  I  know  he  wanted  to. 

It's  really  a  beautiful  place,  for  people  who  like 
that  old-fashioned,  queer  kind  of  thing,  with  a  lovely 
garden,  full  of  all  kinds  of  flowers  such  as  you  see 
at  home,  and  quite  tropical  ones,  too.  There  were 
a  great  many  well-dressed  people  walking  about,  for 
the  charity  bazaar  is  on,  and  no  doubt  everybody 
was  glad  of  a  chance  to  get  into  the  house  and  talk 
about  it  afterwards  as  if  they  knew  Sir  Evelyn  and 
had  been  his  guests.  There  were  tables  set  out 
under  the  trees,  and  tea  was  being  carried  round. 
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Suddenly  I  heard  Miss  Randolph  exclaim, "  There's 
Dad  I"  and  at  the  same  moment  she  ran  ahead  of 
us,  across  the  grass  to  where  a  tall,  big  man  with 
short,  curly  grey  hair  and  a  smooth-shaven  face  stood 
under  a  tree  talking  to  another  man  whose  back — 
— which  was  turned  to  us — looked  a  tiny  bit  familiar. 

At  once  Mr.  Payne  stepped  forward,  and  said 
eagerly,  "Lady  Brighthelmston,  the  man  Brown  is 
here.  He  has  got  hold  of  Miss  Randolph's  father. 
Heaven  knows  what  may  have  passed.  Come  with 
me,  and  confront  him  with  a  question  about  your 
son." 

With  a  sort  of  gasp  the  poor  old  lady  allowed 
herself  to  be  hurried  across  the  lawn,  and  I  begged 
Pa  to  come  along  quick,  because  I  didn't  want  to 
miss  Mr.  Payne's  great  moment. 

M'Gs  Randolph  had  got  to  the  tall,  grey-haired 
man,  and  was  holding  out  her  hands,  without  a  word, 
when  Mr.  Payne  said  in  a  sharp  voice,  "Brown!" 
The  other  man  turned.  It  was  the  courier  I  Kodaked 
in  Blois. 

"Jack  !"  cried  Lady  B.  And  then  it  was  our  turn 
to  be  surprised. 

We  supposed  at  first  that  she'd  gone  mad;  but, 
my  dear  girl,  it  was  true.  The  murderous  chauffeur 
was  the  Honourable  Jack !  But  I  do  believe  he  was 
ashamed  of  himself  for  the  silly  trick  he'd  played, 
for  all  he  laughed  and  showed  his  white  teeth ; 
because  he  was  as  red  as  a  beet  through  his  brown 
skin,  and  stammered  a  little,  trying  to  talk,  when 
his  mother  interrupted  him  by  exclaiming,  and  asking 
questions  which  she  never  gave  him  a  chance  to 
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answer.  And  while  he  talked  to  his  mother,  attempt  • 
ing  to  brazen  it  out,  he  looked  at  Miss  Rundolpb, 
but  she  kept  her  head  turned  away. 

As  for  poor  Mr.  Payne,  I  was  sorry  for  him.  He 
had  meant  so  well,  and  worked  so  htrd  for  every- 
body's good,  and  now  it  had  comt  to  noth.  ig.  He 
did  his  best  to  make  himself  rlgKt  with  his  American 
friend,  saying,  "  Mr.  Randc^.pK,  ar  aM  events,  this  man 
has  insulted  your  daughter,  travethng  around  Europe 
with  her  under  false  frfctences.  What  do  you  intend 
to  do  about  it  ?  " 

But  the  bit,  .nan  answered,  in  a  slow,  drawling 
way,  as  if  he  were  just  ready  to  laugh,  "Well,  I 
guew  I  ■  on't  do  much.  Mr.  Winston  and  I  met 
here  accidentally,  and  talked  to  each  other  awhile 
before  either  of  us  knew  who  the  other  was ;  and 
when  we  did  know,  why,  he  was  able  to  give  me 
a  pretty  satisfactory  explanation.  I  guess  there's 
nothing  much  that's  wrong ;  and  I  hope  Mr.  Winston 
will  introduce  me  to  his  mother." 

Aren't  Americans  queer  ?  I  will  say,  though,  that 
the  girl  didn't  seem  inclined  to  take  things  so  calmly. 
Her  cheeks  were  scarlet,  and  her  eyes  looked  about 
twice  too  big  for  her  face  with  anger  or  something 
like  it 

Pa  and  I  were  rather  out  of  the  "durbah,"  for  like 
the  bat  in  the  fable,  we  were  neither  bird  nor  beast, 
and  had  to  stand  aside  while  the  fight  between  the  two 
kinds  of  creatures  went  on.  By-and-by  Mr.  Payne 
joined  us,  poor  fellow,  and  I  did  what  I  could  to  con- 
sole him,  telling  him  that  was  always  the  way  in  this 
world,  with  the  well-meaning,  unselfish  people    He 
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was  awfully  grateful  for  my  kindness,  and  when  he 
heard  that  Pa  and  I  had  just  that  very  minute  been 
talking  things  over  and  deciding  we'd  had  enough  of 
being  abroad,  he  asked  if  we'd  mind  his  travellin, 
with  us  as  far  as  Eiit,!and,  where  he  might  stop  for 
a  few  weeks,  and  drive  about  in  his  motor-car.  Of 
course,  I  said  we  wouldn't  mind  ;  so  I  may  bring  him 
to  the  dance  at  Kensington  Town  Hall,  if  he  isn't  too 
big  a  swell  for  that  set 

Of  course,  Sir  Evelyn  Haines  soon  found  us  out, 
and  was  ver>-  kind ;  but  Mr.  Payne  would  go,  and 
I've  hardly  seen  anything  of  Lady  B.  since,  though 
it's  now  after  dinner.  1  suppose  the  Honourable 
Jack  is  by  way  of  being  in  love  with  Miss  Randolph, 
or  else  he  wants  her  dollars,  which  is  most  likely, 
considering  the  foxy  way  he  seems  to  have  gone 
about  the  business."  But  these  American  girls  think 
such  a  lot  of  themselves,  that  they  don't  like  being 
played  with ;  and  judging  by  the  look  on  her  face 
this  afternoon  when  she  heard  the  truth,  she  was 
hurt  and  angry  all  the  way  down  to  the  quick.  I 
shouldn't  wonder  if  she  refused  to  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  him,  for  all  he  seemed  to  have  got 
on  the  soft  side  of  the  father;  and  I  must  say,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  serve  him  right  if  she  did. 

Good-bye,  my  child.     It's  late,  and   I'm  tired.    I 

don't  care  a  rap  how  the  thing  does  turn  out     It 

isn't  my  business.  . 

Your  affectionate 

Svs. 


TELEGKAM  FROM  JACK  WINSTON  TO 
LORD  LAKE 

Taormina,  January  tS. 

Congratulate  me.     It's  all  right 

Jack. 


MOLLY  BANDOLPH  TO  HEESELP 

Hotel  San  Dombnico^ 

Taormina, 
January  aS. 

I'm  going  to  write  \t  all  down  just  as  it  happened, 
and  see  how  it  looks  in  black  and  white.  Then, 
perhaps,  I  can  judge  better  whether  I've  been  very 
weak  and  undignified,  an  '  a  lot  of  other  things  which 
I've  always  been  sure  I  never  would  be,  under  any 
provocation ;  or  whether  I've  done  what  no  normal 
girl  could  help  doing. 

It's  the  sort  of  thing  one  couldn't  possibly  tell  any- 
body, not  even  one's  dearest  school  friend.  I  did 
promise  Elise  Astley  that  if  I  ever  got  engaged,  she 
should  be  told  exactly  what  He  said  and  what  I  said ; 
but  then  I  didn't  know  how  differently  one  would  feel 
about  it  afterwards;  besides,  I'm  not  engaged,  I 
only — no,  this  isn't  the  way  I  meant  to  begia  I'm 
afraid  I  am  getting  a  good  deal  mixed.  I  must 
be — more  concise. 

Note  /.  If  I  think,  when  I  come  to  read  this  over, 

that  I  have  not  demeaned  myself  like  a  self-respecting, 

patriotic  American  girl,  I  will  tear  it  up  and  write  a 

letter  to— a  Certain  Person. 

Not*  2,  If,  on  the  contrary,  I  decide,  on  matuf« 
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deliberation,  that  I  could  not  have  acted  otherwise,  I 
will  keep  this  always  in  the  secret  drawer  of  my 
writing-desk,  where  I  can  take  it  out  and  look  at  it  at 
least  once  every  year,  until  I  am  an  old  woman — 
ever  so  much  older  than  Aunt  Mary. 

When  Jimmy  Payne  suddenly  hurled  himself  at  me 
out  of  a  cab  (just  as  Aunt  Mary  and  I  and  a  donkey 
were  trailing  disconsolately  down  from  Mola)  and 
exploded  into  fireworks  calculated  to  blow  my  poor 
Lightning  Conductor  into  fragments,  I  threw  cold 
water  on  his  Roman  candles  and  rockets. 

All  the  same,  though,  1  felt  as  if  I  had  been  dipped, 
first  into  boiling  hot,  then  freezing  cold  water  myself. 
I  couldn't,  wouldn't,  and  shouldn't  believe  any  of 
Jimmy's  sensational  accusations  of  Brown,  and  I 
defended  him  whenever  Jimmy  would  let  me  get  in  a 
word  edgewise.  But  when  he  told  me  that  Dad  had 
come  half  across  the  world  from  New  Vork  to  Sicily 
on  the  strength  of  his  statements,  I  was  wM— 
partly  with  an^er  and  partly  with  anxiety  to  see  my 
dear  old  Angel  "immediately  if  not  sooner." 

I  don't  remember  a  word  Jimmy  said  tome,  driving 
down  to  Sir  Edward  Haines",  where  Dad  had  gone 
expecting  to  find  me.  I've  just  a  hazy  recollection  of 
being  hurried  through  a  beautiful  garden  ;  I  knew 
that  poor  Lady  Brighthelmston  (piteously  worried 
about  her  son)  and  a  rather  common  girl  and  her 
father  whom  we'd  stumbled  across  in  Blois  were  with 
us.  Their  cab  had  come  behind  ours.  I  saw  Dad  in 
the  distance,  talking  to  Brown,  who  looked  less  like  a 
hired  chauffeur  than  ever,  and  then— then  came  th« 
thunderbolt. 
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It  was  almost  as  difficult  to  believe  at  first  that  he 
had  tricked  me  by  pretending  to  be  Brown,  when  he 
was  really  Mr.  Winston,  as  it  would  have  been  to 
believe  Jimmy  Payne's  penny-dreadful  stories.  But 
you  can't  go  on  doubting  when  a  virtuous  old  lady 
claims  a  man  as  her  own  son.  I  had  to  accept  the 
fact  that  he  was  Jack  Winston. 

For  an  instant  I  felt  as  if  it  were  a  play,  and  I  were 
someone  in  the  audience  looking  on.  It  didn't  seem 
real,  or  to  have  anything  to  do  with  me.  Then  I 
caught  his  eyes.  They  were  saying,  "Do  forgive 
me  " ;  and  with  that  I  realised  how  much  there  was  to 
forgive.  He  had  made  me  behave  like  a  perfect  little 
fool,  giving  him  good  advice,  and  tips— actually 
/«>J.'— telling  him  (or  very  nearly)  that  he  was  "quite 
like  a  gentleman,"  and  hundreds  of  other  outrageous 
things  which  all  rushed  into  my  mind,  as  they  say 
ycur  whole  past  life  does  when  you  are  drowning. 

I  gave  him  one  glance— a  short  one,  because  I 
could  hardly  look  him  in  the  face,  thinking  of  those 
tips  and  other  things. 

Then  I  turned  away  and  began  talking  to  Dad ; 
but  very  likely  I  talked  great  nonsense,  for  I  hadn't 
the  least  idea  what  I  was  saying,  except  that  I  kept 
exclaiming  the  same  six  words  over  and  over,  like 
a  phonograph  doll:  "I  am  glad  to  see  you!  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  I " 

Perhaps  I  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  invite 
the  dear  thing  to  take  a  stroll  with  me,  for  the  sake  of 
escaping  from  Brown  ;  for  anyway,  I  woke  up  from  a 
sort  of  a  dream,  to  find  myself  walking  into  a  summer^ 
bous*  alone  with  Dad. 


i. 
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"Don't  you  think,"  he  was  saying,  "that  you 
treated  Mr.  Winston  rather  rudely?" 

"  Rudely  ?  "  I  repeated.  -  How  has  he  treated  mt. 
I  should  like  to  know?" 

"  If  you  really  would  like  to  know,"  returned  Dad, 
in  that  nice,  calming  way  he  has,  which  even  when 
you  are  ruffled  up  makes  you  feel  like  a  kitty-cat 
being  stroked,  « I  don't  see,  girlie  dear,  that  you  have 
so  very  much  to  complain  of.  I've  been  having  a 
chat  with  him,  and  if  he  tells  the  truth,  he  appears  to 
have  served  you  pretty  well.  But  perhaps  you  will 
say  he  doesn't  tell  the  truth  as  to  that" 

"Oh,  he  served  me  well  enough— too  well,"  said  I. 
"  But  let* s  not  speak  of  hii.-,  I  want  to  talk  about 
you." 

"  There's  plenty  of  time  for  that,"  said  Dad.  « I'v» 
come  to  stay— for  a  while.  Before  we  begin  on  m^ 
let's  thrash  out  this  matter  of  Mr.  Winston." 

"  It  deserves  to  be  thrashed,"  I  remarked,  trying  to 
laugh.  But  I've  heard  things  that  sounded  more  like 
laughs  than  that  I  hoped  Dad  didn't  notice  it  was 
wobbly. 

"He's  told  me  the  whole  story,"  went  on  Dad,  "so 
perhaps  I'm  in  a  position  to  judge  better  than  you. 
Women  are  supposed  to  have  no  abstract  sense  of 
justice,  but  I  thought  my  girl  was  different  You 
hear  what  Winston  has  got  to  say  first,  and  then  you 
can  send  him  to  the  right-about,  if  you  please." 

•  1  don't  see  am-':  ing  abstract  in  that     It's  purely 
personal,"  said  I.    "  Mr.  Winston  can't  expect  me  to 
hear  him,  or  even  to  see  him,  again." 
"He  bope^  not  expects,  as  a  chap  faels  about 
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going  to  heaven."  said  Dad.    '•  111  fetch  him.  and  you 
can  get  it  over." 

"Do  nothing  of  the  kind,"  I  exclaimed.  "Let 
him  stay  with  his  mother." 

•  I  guess  I'm  competent  to  entertain  his  mother  for 
a  few  minutes,"  suggested  Dad.  "She's  a  very 
pleasant-looking  lady." 

I  would  have  stopped  him  if  I  could ;  but  when  I 
saw  he  was  determined  I  just  shut  my  lips  tight  and 
let  him  go.  What  /  meant  to  do  was  to  whisk  out 
as  soon  as  his  back  was  turned,  so  that  when  M- 
Wmston  should  come,  he  would  find  me  gone 
There  was  no  danger  he  wouldn't  understand  why, 
and  a  decided  action  like  that  on  my  part  would' 
settle  everything  for  the  future. 

But  as  I  got  to  the  door.  I  saw  him,  not  six  feet 
distant  He  must  either  have  been  on  the  way  to 
the  summer-house  when  Dad  left  me,  or  else  he'd 
been  watching  closely.  Anyhow,  evidently  he  and 
Dad  couldn't  have  said  two  words  to  each  other; 
there  hadn't  been  time ;  and  there  was  Dad  marching 
off  as  if  to  find  and  "entertain"  Lady  Brighthelmston. 
I  should  almost  have  had  to  push  past  Mr.  Winston 
if  I'd  persisted  in  escaping,  which  would  have  looked 
childish,  so  quickly  I  resolved  to  stand  my  ground- 
in  the  summer-house— and  face  it  out  My  heart 
was  beating  so  fast  I  could  hardly  think,  and  I  had 
to  tell  myself  crossly,  with  a  sort  of  mental  shake, 
that  after  all  he  was  the  guilty  one,  not  I,  before 
I  could  catch  at  even  a  decent  amount  of  savoir 
fain. 

Naturally,  as  h  ww  tha  only  thing  «p  bt  ai4,  fab 
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lips  asked  the  same  'tquestion  his  eyes  had  askea 
before  :  "  Can  you  forgive  me  ?  " 

I  always  thought  Brown's  voice  one  of  the  nicest 
things  about  him,  unless  perhaps  his  eyes ;  and  both 
were  at  their  very  nicest  now.  I  hadn't  realised,  till 
he  came  to  me,  how  much  I  should  want  to  forgive 
him.  I  did  want  to,  awfully,  but  I  felt  it  would 
never  do ;  and  I  think  I  must  have  been  commend- 
ably  dignified  as  I  answered :  "  The  hardest  possible 
thing  for  a  woman  to  forgive  a  man  is  making  her 
ridiculous." 

"  But  then,"  he  cut  in  quite  boldly,  "  I  don't  ask 
you  to  forgive  me  for  a  sin  I  haven't  committed,  only 
for  those  I  have." 

"  You  have  made  me  ridiculous,"  I  insisted. 

"  I  fancied  it  was  myself ;  but  I  didn't  mind  that, 
or  anything  else  which  gave  me  a  chance  of  being 
near  you,  even  under  false  pretences.  It  is  for 
deceiving  you  that  I  ask  to  be  forgiven.  I  lived  a 
good  many  lies  as  Brown,  but  honestly,  I  believe  I 
never  told  one.  Do  forgive  me.  I  shan't  be  able  to 
bear  my  life  if  you  don't." 

"  I  can't  forgive  you,"  I  said  again. 

"Then  punish  me  first  and  forgive  me  afterwards 
—very  soon.     I  deserve  that  you  should  do  both." 

"  I  think  you  do  deserve  the  first,  but  I  don't  quite 
see  how  or  why  you  deserve  the  second." 

"  Becai'se  I  worship  you,  and  would  rather  be  your 
servant  than  be  king  of  a  country  in  which  you  didn't 
live.' 

"  Oh ! "  I  couldn't  say  another  word  for  thinking  of 
Brown  in  lov«  with  me,  and  tber*  being  no  rtMoa 
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why  I  shouldn't  let  myself  love  him  too,  except,  of 
course,  one's  self-respect  after  all  that  had  happened. 
But  just  for  an  instant  I  didn't  think  about  that  last 
part,  and  I  was  so  surprised  and  so  happy — or  so 
shocked  and  so  unhappy  (I  couldn't  be  sure  which, 
only,  whatever  the  sensation  was,  it  was  very  violent) 
— that  I  was  speechless. 

Brown  took  advantage  of  that,  and  talked  a  great 
deal  more.  I  tried  to  look  away  from  him,  but  I 
simply  couldn't.  He  held  my  eyes,  and  after  he  had 
told  me  whole  chapters  about  his  thoughts  and  feel- 
ings since  the  very  first  day  of  our  meeting,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  he  was  holding  my  hands  too — both 
of  them.  I  am  not  sure  he  hadn't  been  doing  it  for 
some  time  before  I  found  out,  but  it  was  his  kissing 
the  hands  which  brought  me  to  myself. 

It  seemed  too  extraordinary  that  Brown  should  be 
doing  that — almost  as  if  I  were  dreaming.  And  to 
be  perfectly  frank  with  myself,  it  was  an  exquisite 
dream  ;  because  such  strange  things  can  happen  in 
dreams,  ana  you  don't  seem  to  mind  a  bit  Luckily 
he  didn't  know  this,  and  I  snatched  my  hands  away, 
exclaiming,  "  Mr.  Winston  ! " 

"  Don't  call  me  that,"  he  begged.  "  Call  me  Brown." 

"  But  you  are  not  Brown." 

"I  love  you  just  as  much  as  when  I  was  Brown, 
and  more.  If  you  only  knew  what  thousands  of 
times  I  have  longed  to  tell  you,  and  the  heavenly 
relief  it  is  to  do  it  at  last." 

"You  have  no  more  right  now.  Less  even,  for 
Brown  seemed  honest." 

"  If  Brown  had  forgotten  himself  and — and — had 
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kissed  the  hem  of  your  dress,  what  would  you  have 
done?" 

"  I — don't  know,"  was  my  feeble  answer. 

"You  would  have  sent  him  away?" 

"  No,  I  don't  think  I  should  have  done  that  I— I 
depended  on  Brown  so  much.  I  used — to  wonder 
how  I  should  ever  get  on  without  him." 

"  Don't  get  on  without  him.  I'll  be  your  chauffeur 
all  my  days,  if  those  are  the  only  terms  on  which 
you'll  take  me  back.  But  arc  there  no  other  terms? 
What  I  want  is " 

"What?"  I  couldn't  resist  asking,  when  he  paused. 

"  Everything  I " 

Something  in  his  face,  his  eyes,  his  voice — his 
whole  self,  I  suppose — carried  me  off  my  feet  into 
deep  water.  I  just  let  myself  go,  I  was  so  fright- 
fully happy.  I  knew  now  that  I  had  been  in  love 
with  Brown  for  months,  and  had  been  miserable  and 
restless  because  he  was — only  Brown. 

I  heard  myself  saying,  "  I  do  forgive  you." 

"  And  love  me— a  little  ?  " 

"  No,  not  a  little." 

Then  he  caught  me  in  his  arms,  though  at  any 
moment  someone  might  have  passed  the  summer- 
house  door  and  seen  us.  He  didn't  think  of  that 
apparently,  and  neither  did  I,  at  the  time.  I  thought 
only  of  Brown — Brown— Brown.  There  was  nobody 
in  the  world  but  Brown. 

I  don't  think  I  precisely  said  in  so  many  words 
that  I  would  be  engag^ed  to  him,  though  he  may  have 
token  that  for  granted  in  the  end ;  and  if  I  did  give 
a  wrong  impression  I  had  no  time  to  correct  it,  for 
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It  wetned  that  we  had  been  talking  about  the  future 
and  such  things  no  more  than  a  minute,  when  Dad 
came  sauntering  by  with  Lady  Brighthelmston. 

They  both  looked  at  us  as  if  they  expected  to  hear 
something  "extra  special."  as  the  newsboys  say.  and 
I  gave  a  glance  at  Brown— or  Jack,  or  whatever  I 
ought  to  call  him— which  said,  «  If  you  dare  I" 

Having  been  forgiven  once,  I  suppose  he  thought 
It  would  be  wiser  not  to  tempt  Providence,  so  he 
held  his  peace,  and  we  all  talked  about  the  weather 
and  what  a  nice  garden-party  it  was.  ' 

That  is  the  reason  why  I  still  have  the  thing  in  my 
own  hands.  If  I  read  this  over,  as  I  am  now  going 
to  do.  and  disapprove  of  myself,  it  is  not  too  late  to 
change  my  mind. 

P.  S.— I  have  read  it    And  I  have  thought  things 

Molly  Randolph,  if  you  hadn't  forgiven  Brown 
you  would  have  been  a  detesuble  little  wretch,  and 
you  would  never  have  totgiMta  yourul/,  for  he  is  the 
best  ever— except  Dad. 

It  will  be  delicious  to  let  myself  love  him  as  much 
u  I  like  at  last— my  Lightning  Conductor. 


